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T O T H E 



Valiant and Magnanimous 

Don ^IXO TE 

De la Mancha, 

Invincible Knight of the L I O NS, 

&*€. &*€. &*€, 



^^JeOsCJLluftrious Hero of Cerva/i- 
^ jrf fes, not to be paralleled for 




the Deftrudion of Sheep 
and Puppets, couragious and in- 
trepid Affailant of Wind-Mills, 
and FuUing-Mills, perpetual Ter- 
ror of the Catehpoles of the holy 
A 2 Brother- 
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iv DEDICATION. 

Brotnerliood*,'^c.' Wcl pQrmit me 
. to put under yout p'owetful Pro- 
te6^ion this FourtK \^olume of the 
LeUrh yuhes. A certain crack- 
brained Knight, to'the fuH'as mad 
and as extravagant as yourfelf, hath 
refoived upon their Ruin, and 
vowed their Deftrudion. In vain 
does the Publick think to fave 
them from his Fury. He ofFers 
Battle to the whole Univerfe, and 
boafts that he will reduce them to 
Atoms, maugre the Protedion of 
all Enchanters. In this extreme 
Diftrefs permit me to fly to you 
for Succour; come, O wxong- 



* La Santa Mermandady as it is called in the Ori- 
ginal, is a Brotherhood of long ftanding in Spain ; 
where it was firft inftituted in a Time of very, great 
Confufion, to fupprefs Robbers : By which ^^ans 
it is fafe travelling in this Country, the Fraternity 
being fpread all over the Kingdom. Their Beadles 
or Serjeants to apprehend fuch Offenders are called 
jllguazlh. 

headed 
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rrEDICATION. V 

headed Knight, oppofe Folly to 
Folly : Humble your Rival, the 
infolent Knight of Iberia', and 
after laying him flat on the 
Ground, compel him to confefs 
that he has no Title to the Pri- 
vilege of being fo extravagant as 
you. iConfidering. how loug he 
has pretended to vye with you for 
the Sceptre or Bawble of Momus, 
your Jealoufy might juftly be in- 
flamed at his Impertinence and 
Folly; yet you ftill fuffer him to 
enjoy his Reputation in Peace. 
But ccnfider that Glory calls you 
forth to Battle, and that even your 
Profeflion demands you fhould 
exert yourfelf. You are bound 
by the Laws of Knight-errantry to 
redrefs Grievances, to comfort the 
Afflided, and to proted: the Op- 
prefled. You cannot, therefore, 
A 3 in 
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vi DEDIC A TI ON. , 

yuhes thzt generous A ffi (lancer 
v^cbfear^ftly j|npl'o|e FoqheiC| 
attci in me jiift Confidence 1 have 
P.Cpbt^ping fromjo^ this F^vo^, 
L Bfifiaa^ii. with ihe iprofoundlft 
I^e^j;-,.--,: ',\\ " •. ■■ ^'* 





^'^ 


'U ^ 


"•^^^■^ 




, • 1 


:..-)yi^V. ilGl-'. 


<^■ ' J '.* 


; 






• ; , i 












., ,,, ,^.--- ._, 


'\ ^ • i .' ' 


'7'- ^ .«GniiJo[ ; 


::;:■', • --i '. 


. ■ ' ■ ' ^JJ: 


' t, -rh..; :ja.G l-T-.; 




- :;fh-)it. 





y Google 



P R E FA e^. 

JUST 'as I had.finifhcd ihU fourtWo- 
lume^ I received from AmjUtddm the 
twenty-third Tome of the B^tiQfl^iqfu 
FrdHfoife\ in which I found a Letter, wbcrc^it 
under colour of fetting forth the Sute of the 
Sciences in Spain^ there is a warm Declama- 
tion againft a certain Work, not mentioned 
indeed, but (b plainly defcribed, that one may 
eafily fee it nieans the Jewifi Letter sf^^ ' 

I refolved at firft to make no Anfwer to this 
Critique, the Author of which pafles in the 
Eye of t|ie World, as well as in the Repub- 
lick of Letters, for a Kind of Madman, and 
a pftrfeft. Copy. 0f.thcr^ famous J}(m\§luixote. , 
In reality, it is well known, he is as romanti- 
cally fond of the Spanifi) Nation as the Hero 
of La Mancha was of his incomparable DuU 
cinea. I did not therefore look upon myfelf 
as obliged,t9i^|a^k^ Notice of tb^^Obj^ of 

fuch a Perlbn; anci 1 iHould have held my firft 
Refolution if I had not afterwards reflefled, 
that this impertinent Letter being inferted in 
a Journal, wherein we fometimes meet with 
ufeful and curious Pieces, many Readers might 
be pcrfu^dcd the Criticifm came from the Jour- 
na^ifts ifcemfelves, I will therefore juft point 
A 4 out 
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viii PJtEFACE. 

Thjs Knigl\t pf Ikeria undfirtak©9 ^t once 
thepefepqe^pf all the Authprswhoifcaye^cn 
critrcizi^d ip the Jewijh^ Lettm^ , He OMghj: 
to hq pajrdQf^j^ for refcntwig the: Affrontoppt 
iiponthen^, beqaufe a good Part of it falls to 
his own Share ; and he appeals to the Publick 
againft the Injuftice which he imagines to have 
been done to him. He treats as Blockheads^ 
fays he. Men of Learningy who have put it in 
the Power of the Publick to judge of their Eru- 
diiion. To this I anfwcr, that there can be 
jiotHing.fo falfe; and I defy him to name an 
j^thor, worthy of Efteem, whom I have not 
commended, Des Cartes^ Gaffendi^ Bernier^ 
Mallebranche^ Bajle^ Lofkfy s^Grav^fandf^ Vi- 
triarmSy , Boerhaave^ De Thou^ Daniel^ Pajcaf^ 
Sirmorid^ p£teau^ Lamy : In Qioft, all <he 
Lcarped, of whatever Country, whatfoever 
Condition, or whatever Religion they are of, 
Catholicks or Proteftants, Jefuits or Janfenifts, 
they were all one to me. Wherever I difco- 
vered' Merit I have aot fcruplcd to own it. I 
have been, equajly juft to the Authors of 
Works relating to Poetry and Rpmances : I 
have comnaended Corneille, Racine^ Milton^ 
Pope^ Petrarch^ ^offo^ Guarini^ Don Lopez de 
Vega^ Cervantes^ Crebillon^ Voltaire^ f^ujfeau. 
It is true, that even at the Time I allowed the 
laft to have Wit, 1 denied him fomewhat elfe, 

which 
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P'R'E FAC E. ' \z 

vvrhi6htirttimigft^^f%<i^^fnighf^^lnd dii^ht to 
do, iince it was taken from bim By^aMblemn 
Arret (rf the firft Parliament of ./r^;^^<^. Thofc 
I ibave mentioned are all good Authors ; tind 
for their^WorkS'1 fhair ever hSye the higHdt 
Efteem. ' Where then are the Writers I have 
treated as Bkckbrnds ! who bad n vftrthtlefs 
gi'iMn the PuMick'tin O^portvhvJy^of judg:h^ of 
their Erudition ? ' I fancy the Critick had a "mind 
to point out himfelf. But how entered it rnto 
his Brain that his copying three Pages from 
Morer-f% Duftionary, and three more from 
the DiftioHtiry of Corticill.% ^nd (ir6Kneding 
them with Scraps from other Books, in3 with 
his Pillage from Bcudrandy^ whofe Diftfon^ry 
he has almoft robbed of -every Word-, how 
could he think, I fay, that this would give 
him the Title and Charafter of 'a, 'Man of^ 
Learning? I proceed to other Comj^airtts^ 

// isafionifhing^ fays this Qxxixok^ that a Per- 
fon of Birihy Education^ Wit ^ Fortune^ and 
honourable Employments ^ Jhould quit ally and take" 
up, the ntean Employment of an Author, Thefc^ 
Praifes beftoWed upon trie are only Garlands 
to adorn the Viftim ; artd I atri raifed to this 
Height purely to be tumbled down from it. 
Before I le^c this Article I mull, and will, 
fay it, that thoughit were true, that Fortune had 
plaeed^tite iri a fplendid Conditioh, there is. 
nothing 'fll^mdlir in my (Quitting it, in order 
to abjandoh^yfelf entirely to Philofophy, and. 
A 5 'to 
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X PREFACE. 

to enjoy thar'Tweet S^^f^i^i^H^^^ 
from theCuteVadQavog tbe Scieijces^^^^ 1^ 
the Works of Rochfoucaut^ Montaignti /lAfo/- 
hirbey:Ram^:<:>r Rujft Rahiitm tvtt objdJted 
to them as a Crime? The. fampjuis Car<Jlnal 
Ric^eUw wis 'AS zeakyqs'^r ha;^ing. the, R^u- 
tation of an Author as he was for the Dcftnic- 
tion of Spain. This Critick, no doubt, dc- 
fpifes the Cardinal^ and. thinks him mucb\io 
blame. JBut t6 proceed to his Reproaches* 

He ranges mc in the Clafs of thofe Liber- 
tine Writers who fet Pen to Paper for no 
ot^her End but to rundown Religion, Virtw, 
Knowledge, aM Mierii As to Virtue tnd 
Religi&i)^^ I hi^^ Prefaces of the firfl: 

and fecorfccl Violumes of this Work madfe it 
clearly enough atJpear, that none but a perfeft 
Slanderer cb'lfld x)e guilty dffutli'' Language : 
4.nd as to the fmall IgLefpeft he fays I have 
ihewn towtirds the truly Learned^ I have juft 
explained Wjrftrlf on that he^; Ify indeed 
the Critick is really a learned Mkn, then I*wn 
I have done wrong to condemii his Works ; 
but this is a Point which I leave to the ©eci- 
lion of thp PuWick.r" ' ''^^"^'^l ''/, .^V'^'^'* ^'' 

As thi^ denfurcr WtK ipl^ thou^ l^top'^f 
to entei^ ai^ Detail, tat only runs oqtjnto 
general Inve^ives a^ftft me, whife^^he eom- 
mends exceflively a number^pf miferible^u- 
thors, it is impoffible I (hould anTwe^r liim as to 
the Faults he may find in this Book. Before 

I con- 
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!^conelud©Tthift^i:^ace» tlieKfore, I will exa- 
ifrtrift ISfWd^^thePrtrifc of *which he has been 
&^f^:W^^^^^^ i'^nd I fhali 

cvide^tiy dcmb^rate, that they are a hundred 
times more hyrt by his Compliments than they 
ccrtftA W^i bitti fe^ iht moft abufi^Gritidfrn. 
dneWay wcll^apiMy to him, in this Cafe, the 
fine Paflagc in Tacitus: Peffimum Inimicorum 
Geiius Ldmdhti!. ^ ^ 

Our €f?tick begins hy eftaWifWng'rheGood- 
nefsvJ^^auty, a^d Delicacy of the 5/>^«j^ , Ge- 
nius' on the Works of St.'7'erefa^ I^wjjs of 
Granada^ aftd theReverend Father Rodriguez \ 
and he eVen proceedsf to irifult me by qUefti- 
oning whether I know thofe Books^^ I dare 
fay, they are as well known to me as to him^ 
thpughl vajvuethem much lefs; efpecially J?^rfn. 
guez^ o( whofe writing I have r^ad fotoe '^/rry 
bad ^Bookfij very meanly tranflat^rfj and fp 
^^werally' contemned, that Mbtiere \v3ii\ mt 
afraid t6 ridicule them in one of'hii Raectf^/^^ I 
an> aftoniftieJ the Critick did not knbvf |Ris 
Line: / , ; f/;, 

' Shif^eaJl'SiMt^vlttf and afed wentaf P^Jtr. a 

Perhaps itjw^$ a .wilful Forgetfulnefs; for a$ Co 
Thta«ricBlMatt©Fs, they afe to b« fure within 
the Sphere of his Knowledge: 

I coTtrc^ h^t t6the Dramatick Poets, i^honn 
this Cnfcicit iMcottimeridcd in a Manntfr fo rir 
dkulous, that if be had intended it, he could 

^ not 
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xii PRE FACE. 

not have iktirized ttem nioreifcyeirfj?. , Th/efc 
are bis oiyja Woiids : 3"i» .5^mfhL l^xa$ii(ui$k 
dutbors have been long fks- J4a^kinis "^tn^c 
our jlutbcrs^ . have fupplied thm^imi j i ^ Scaiiftn 
tf«iwM(H)tfleuri are^Infttmes,^ C«rtv^.ifay thiiw 
be faidibiJEnJUjob to ^he.Difgr^ce df tbri^i^ 
pQCis (jufrjttf n^akcthem the layentoi^joftiijici 
vileft Earoesy Mid to give them for QHcipl^ 
and Imitators the worft and moft defpicablo 
of. our iWricers? What Notion fhould^we 
hayie of certain Poets if we were told that Pm^ 
don fomied his Tafte by perufing their JBo(iks ? 
Should we not have reafon to regard them z% 
the very Suk of the Kepublick of Letters ? It 
niuft be confeffed the Critick has bui^bad Ta-. 
lema for commendiDg*. Defend mCt Heaven^ 
from facb.aJPancgyrJjOt! I even prefer his Ha-*- 
tr^,tQ(hUiFi;fendlbip> Jn order, to /(hew him. 
thp Diflfeoefece betwe^jl tbie Praifes Lhave hc:^ 
flowed J 00 fgcae valuable ij/ia^^ Writers and 
the fad Stuflf he writes ^bout^hem, I (hall here 
report ^^hat Lhavefaid of Don Lopez de Vega, 
in luy. 1 1 8th Letter: ^hat Author hathwrit^ 
ten Ciitnedies.fo exc^lkttf^ that tM great Covr 
neiik ,^ure$ w^ that )be.wkul4 bdve giveM smo 
ofM^ b^ tragedies to ha^ been iheIvmHto9:\of 
the Lyar. \ "Thou know^ iiwm.upn. t^XtHan 
of this Sp^pifh P% the French ^uekcmpoftd 
his. I leave it now to be/d^cided^ whccber 
the Critick or I aimed to affront the Spanijh Na- 
tion, But I (hall be ftiU in % bcttcf Way to 

^ obtain 
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PREFACE. xiii 

obtain a favoorable ¥erdi6t, when the Reader 
fees the^ Parallel of what we have botlvfaid of 
the 6^^tf»/^ HiH^ians; ^ > " ^ ' 

^Tiie Critick cQWtihte hijnfelf with meniion- 
iqg the ^ Hijiory of Arrs^n v^jy ' ZuUta^i ' aivd 
Tb^-<S^nerai Bijhfy ^(^^pmpi by M^WiUiL.^iBf 
an unaccountable Stuoke of Folijr,<^-t^w> Au- 
thors mentioned 4y hinn, tbere ij omclwho 
ougJit to be abhorred by all good Men : Not 
but that the Hiftory of M?m»* is a igood 
Book; but he compofed another %wh^ich the 
Parliament of Paru condenmcd to the Fdanies, 
and which the Jefuits themfelves havei^^lila- 
vowed. In this Work he has. infinuated, that 
it is not only lawful, but laudable to put ^to 
death an heretical or a tyrannical Kirjg: He 
praifes, even to excels, the execrable Moak 
who murdered H^nry the Third, andas> not 
afliamcd'to call him the Honour and Glory of 
Franee, ^^ It «iuft be acknowledged,^ that fince 
the Criciclc refolved to quote but two Authors, 
he ought 4:0; have avoided msik'inj^ Mariana 
one of them, or elfe he fhould have followec^ 
my Example, and mejrtioned feveral others 
at the fam^ Time, I (hall tranfcribe from my, 
II 8th Letter the Names of fome, in the 
prdef they are therein commended; Anfcnio de 
Solfsi^mddvdl^ Antonio de Herrera^ Don Bar-^ 
thol&me^de las Cafas. Nor have I forgot to 

' * De Re^e i^ Regis Injiitutiom. 

• .; praifS 
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P R M. F AC E. XV 



•l&/4^R?tei5W^forIaLogique, Nam.U. f. 375, 

374*" .'KH ^1^3 ^1 •^;!:i!/ 1^ ■ • ■ :. •' ^ • 

^•■^. oj 7n/^r.-'i'''i.'. ' I begin 
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xvi PREFACE. 

, I begin with tranfcribing the Opinion of 
Mallebranche*: Arjflptle Mm reajapfd on> 
any other than the eenfufed Ufqi.^e ^(fei've- 
by the SenfeS:, and. Other va^MCy ^'eneral^' and 
indeterminate_ Notions^ whfch combed nothing 
f articular to the Undfrjianding, ,. The Term 
made ufe of commohly-by this Phibfofher firved' 
enlyiif exprefs confufedly to the Senfes and the 
Invagination, the indifcriminate Notions he bad 
of fenfible Things, or elfe were contrived to make 
upfo loofe^ and indeterminate a Difcourfe as ex- 
prejedvethfng dJlinSily, 

M% me juce Des Cartes f .- The 

Logick of t s properly fpeaking. nothing 

m-^retban aj^uikaifk; which teaches us a M«- - 
^W <ff maitipgto others -i^ohat we knpw, or 
«^^^'s^«??i? ^J'^^cei of Wards together with- 
<Mt J^a^'^P, upon Things wekiow not, confe- 
quently if corrupts Good, Senfe rather than aug. 
merits it. . 

^I clofe ray Confutation of Father Rapii- 
wiih a ^i:^&gt from Mr. Loc\eX:/i^ereaJon,^ 
fays he, much better, and with more, ^perfpicu- 
ity, when -peobferve only the ^ Conn.e£lion of 
Proofs,^ without m;t]pD^izing pur Tb^mhts, or 
forming them into Syllogtfms. . "\. '. God 
bath not been fo fparing of his Favour i^to Man^ 

• Mairebranche, Recherche de la Vtritc, Lm V. ChJo 
ii. ^. $88.- . *^ " 

t ©es Gart«, Prhdpts de la Philofophie, Profacft, 
X Effay on Human Uaderftanding, Book iv. Ch. jtvii. 

kindi . 
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PREFACE. xvii 

kind] as d)dy Wmke us two-Uggid ICredfures^ 
and leWe to WfAoilt the Care of making us 
reafondble'Beinp. ' ^ ^ 

Ont feestjy this h6w little the Authority ' 
of Fittie^ Rapin is to b^ Velicd upon, efpeci- 
^Ity ih refpeft to Fhilofopliers ; and inafmocK 
as he is pr6fufe in his Praifes ot Arifiotle^ont 
need hot be very much furpri:ied at the rraife 
he beffows on the ^panijb MetaphyCciaiiis. It 
is but a natural Confequencc of his Way of 
Thinking, all thofe Metaphyficians bdn^ zea- 
lous Followers of Arifiotle. But to (hew iei- 
ther-the Ignorance or Knavery of our Critick, • 
if there be ft) many excellent PhilofopW^rs and 
Metaphyficians in 5/^», why did he hot name 
fome of theni ? This he cduld not poflibly do, 
or it l^affi iiot without makb'g himfdf\ ftill . 
more ridiculous than he juftly was bcfo«> '' 
^6 finifli'thc* Arifwcr i have condercchcjeci 
to give to his Objeftion, I will endeavour to 
confute his Aflertion, that I affeft to decry 
the 4^^;//^ Nation. ' It is thue that I faid, and 
doiay^^a^Wj that they are proud, haiSghty, 
kzy, fu6femit4o\is, dnd cxceflively fubniiflive 
-totl^e'Mo'hks. But though! thus expbfed' their 
Fitults, as I have donethpfe of other Nations, 
IhlaVi dbne jutlice to their Virtueis. With- 
out repeating all I have ever faid on this Sub- 
jeft, I will here cite only a few Lines from 
my io6th Letter: During the Reign of Phi- 
lip V, there have been very- able Men in the 

Spanifh 
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* It h Jttft hd^ t)Hiiied at Ae Ba^a^^ and dedicated to 
me: I ton fjeif i^ad of thii €)ppoitiuiky ofea^reiSlig ' 
my Giiti^e,%r d^f^ Piece of Civility, and f ho jiiS 
SwcTlkatre pf^H® Honoor dooft me» in coouiiamca4og 
mf hcmk^^ NidDii for whom I have ao bfinice 

•nil ^ 

4 But 
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:nc PREFACE. 

But what is flill more fingular than all this 
beyond Comparifon is, that I have received 
Advice that they are aftually re-printing this 
Work at Avignon^ and that two Volumes of 
it are already publiftied, but mifcrably man- 
gled and deformed; which is the common Fate 
of every Edition that is counterfeited in the 
Pope's Dominions. 
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THE 

JEWISH S P Y. 

LETTER CXXI. 

Aaron Monceca, to Isaac Owia* 
: Caraite^ formerly a Rabbi at Conftanti- 
noplc. 

YOU know, dear Ifaacy how much I wag 
prejudiced againft the Cabalifls. Shall I 
own to you my Weaknefs I Since I have 
been in this Country, a Converfation I had 
with a Perfon addicted to the occult Sciences, hath 
inclined me to believe that many Things I formerly 
thought ridiculous, are neither impoffibk nor in- 
compatible with true Philofophy. Not that I ap- 
prove all that is faid by the Difciplcs of Pafacelfus. 
put I think, that though it is certain there are nd 
. iuch Beings as Gmma^ Sylphs^ Salamandtrs, and 
Vot. IV. B * Ondims^ 
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2 The Jewish Spy. Lct.i2i« 

Ondims*^ yet there is nothing in the Belief of them 
abfurd, or contrary to the Laws of Nature, as moff 
of our modern Philofophers pretend. My Reafojjs 
are thefe. What Weight they will have with you 
I know not. 

In order to deny the PofSbility of Exiftence fo 
any ^Thing, there muft be Proof not only of its 
Non-exiftencc, but of its Incapacity of Exiftence. 
But I find no Proofs of the latter Sort againft Sylphs^ 
Salamanders^ Gnomes and Ondines* What Impoffi- 
bility is there in fuppofing, that there are animate 
Bodies compofed of fo fubtile and delicate a Matter 
as not to fall under the Cognizance of our Scnfes f 
We admit that they are not ftrong enough to pene- 
trate the Recelfes of Nature, where the firft Ele- 
ments of Thinss lie hid. They perceive none buf 
the more grofs Caufes. We can derive from thence 
no Right to deny, that thofe delicate Principles are 
{n being. Why t^en fliould we believe^ that there 
cannot be animated Creatures, compofed of a Mat- 
ter fo thin as^not to ftrike our Senfes ? 

Before the Invention "of Microfcopes, we knew 
not that Vinegar contained an aftonifliing Quantity 
of Worms : We boldly denied that there were little 
Fiflies in all the Water we drank 5 and vet we have 
been many Years convinced of the Exiftence of all 
thefe Animals. Since then there is a Number of 
animated Creatures in Water, which our naked Eyes 
cannot difcover, why maj not the like be found in 
the Air and in the other Elements ? 

But it will be faiJ, thefe Infers are not concealed 
from us but through their Ltttlenefs^ whereas it is pn^ 

» According to. the Cabalifts^ the Sylphi inhabit the 
Air^ the Gnomes the Earthy that is, within it, the 5«/a- 
manders iu the Region of Fire^ and the Oudines the 
Water. 
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Undid that the Gnomes, Sylphs, &c. are tf the or* 
iUnary Si^ of Men, 

To this I anfwer, that the Height of the^Gnomcis 
and of the Sylphs is no Reafon why tahcy (hould be- 
come vifible, while the Parts, of which they are com* 
pounded are fuppofed to be extremely delicate, ^ 
Space of Air fix Feet long ftrikes the Sight no more 
than one of a Foot or of an Inch. In like manner, 
fuppofmg the Gnomes to be compofed of a light and 
aerial Matter, their Stature would contribute no- 
thing to their becoming vifible. Let us imagine a 
Column of thofe Worms which are found in Vine- 
gar, extending from the Earth to the Sky ; ouf 
,£yes, without the Affiftance of Microfcopes, would 
not be at all affected by this Column, notwirhftand-^ 
ing its immenfe Extenfion, becaufe its component 
.Parts /all not under the Cognizance of oar Senfe?, 
.Thus, tho' an infinite Number, of Atoms fill up the 
Space between the Earth and the Moon, yet to us it 
appears void, becaufe the Matter with which it is 
filled, is not difcernible by our Senfes. It is to no 
piirpofe, therefore, to oppofe the Exiftence of thefe 
Elementary People, by alledging, that we do not 
perceive then^. It fuffices to eftablifli the Poffibility 
of the Thing) to prove that 1 great Number of li- 
ving Creatures a<Slually exift,, which pur Senfes, un* 
affifted, cannot difcern. . 

When we on^e admit, that the Air may be peo* 
pled with Invifible Creatures, it naturally follows^ 
that the Earth, the Water, and the Fire, whic)> 
are Elements compofed of Parts more eafily united, 
have alfo in them tl>e Power of producing a Niimber 
of Bodies which God may animate, and yet, by tl\e 
Delicacy of their Parts, they will efcape our Senfe$* 
Buty reply the Philofophers,, we have no Idea of 
thefe pretended 7'eafonahk Creatures 5 lue know not hovj 
B 9, ' th0 
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they exiji\ we are inijrely ignorant of their Forms arid 
Figures^ and it is ridiculous to admit a Thing of which 
we have not any Notion, 

This manAer of reafoning, with Submiflion to 
the Learned among the Moderns, is far frorii being 
conclufive. Have youy it may be replied to them, 
any more difiinSf Notion of your own Soul? Do you 
comprehend any thing more about it^ than that it is a 
Spirit ? Do you know what Form o? Figure it has f 
No^ without doubt. You admits however, its Exijiena, 
Why then will you deny that ^^y\^\is and Gnbmes, of 



which you have a lefs confufed Idea than of a Spirit? 
Becaufe whatever is fuppofed to he material, however 
deltca^e it may be, falls under the Cognizance of the 
Human Under/landing, 

The Wit of Man is fo bounded, that it is not, 
only very poffible it may not have any Idea of cer- 
tain Creatures ; but it might even very eafily hap- 
pen, that a great Number of knowing People might, 
neverthelefs, be ignorant of the Poffibility of Animals 
living in Water. Let us fuppofe that a certain Num- 
ber of Men live in a Country of a dry fandy Soil, far 
from the Sea and Rivers, and. furnifhed only with 
Pits. The Thing is by no means impoiSble, In 
many of the Defarts of^ Arabia, there is only fuch 
Pits dug by the Bedouins, Thefe Men, without 
doubt, would have no Idea of Fi{h, if they did not 
hear of them from others. They would certainly 
look upoa it as a Thing abfurd to fuppofe, that any 
Creature could live long in Water, when they faw 
fuch Land- Animals nrefently die, as happen to fall 
therein. I afk, if Fifli would exift the lefs, or if 
the Reafonings of thefe fort of People would 'deftroy 
the Cod in the Mediterranean, or the Whales in 
the Ocean ? 

It is the fame Thing with refpeft to the Pbilofo- 
phers who deny the 'Poffibility of Sylphs and of 

Gnomes I 
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Gnomes y they know nothing of what pafTes In the 
Air} their fhort Sight reprefents if to. them as .a 
great wide Space, a large and extended Mafs, and 
they, pretend to judge of what paffes in that Mafs 
by the Ideas they have of a void Space, which is 
intirely opofite thereto. For though the Philofophers 
are perfuaded that the Extent between the Earth 
and the Firmament is full of Bodies; or, to exprefs 
myfelf better, is one intire Body ; yet their Senfes 
feem to get the better of their Meditations, when 
they deny the Poffibility of the exlfting of thefe ele- 
mentary People. 

You fee, my dear IfaaCy the Realbns upon which 
I ground my Opinion. As to the reft, I am fully ^ 
perfuaded that we cannot have any Sort of Com- 
merce with thefe Sylphi zni Gnomes. I fay, I am as 
fully perfuaded of the Impoffibility of this, . s of tl>e 
Poffibility of their Kxiftence. Far from giving in 
to the ridiculous Tales and chimerical Vifions of the 
Cabalijlsj I affirm, that if there fhould exift fuch E- 
lementary People, they can never render themfelvcs 
vifible to Men, as it is alfo impoffiblc for Men to 
ftrengthen or quicken their Senfes to fuch a Degree 
as to be able to penetrate what God and Nature 
think: proper ta conceal from them. I cannot help 
laughing when I hear a C^Wf)? gravely tell me, Tfjai 
concentrating the Fire of the Ivorld by concave Mir'- 
tors in a Globe of Glajs^ gaining thereby a certain fo'- 
lar Powder^ ivhtch being purified from the other Ele^ 
ments^ and a certain ^antity thereof taken daily, I 
may exalt the Fire within me to fuch a Degree, as to 
become, infome meafure, of a fiery liature. 

The Secret for obtaining the Familiarity of 
Gnomes, Sylphs and Nymphs, feertis to me not a Grain 
lefs ridiculous. It confifts in taking a Glafs full of 
Air, mingled uiitb Water or with Earth \ this is t^ 
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. h left for a Month expo/ed to the Sun 5 then fhe E^ 
iements are to be feparated\ which being performed^ 
we have a wonderful Medicincy capable of exalting in 
us whatever Element we would have predominant ^ and 
of rendering our Senfes quuk enough to difcern thefc 
ilementary People*. 

Good Senfe and the Light of Nature are fufRcient 
tp fhew me the Folly of this fort of Reafoning, and 
the Impoffibility there is of- cfFecSing a^ny thing by 
thefe Cabalijlical Secrets, For fuppofe I would make 
an Acquaintance with a Salamander^ of what Ufe 
would all the fojar Powder be that I could poffibiy 
amafs together ? Would it ever deftroy in me that 
terreftrial Matter that is every Day augmented by 
my Food ? Could it ever get the better of the Air, 
by which I live and breathe ? Suppofe I had fwal- 
lowed ever fo much of this Powder, a Qjiarter of 
an Hour after I take in a great Quantity of Air, and 
my Lungs, which receive and rereft, my Noftriis 
end my Mouth which give it Entrance into my 
Body, are the fworn Enemies of the Element of 
Fire, which I would have predominant over'the 
r^ft. 7 he fame may be faid of the other Secrets, 
which tend to render fome one Element predomi- 
nant in Man, and thereby to give him an igneous 
or aquatic Nature. 

The Blindnefs of the Cabalifls goes yet a greater 
length. They aflure us, that h^ applying to the 
Navel a little of the Earth prepared for obtaining the 
Society of the Gnomes, one may fujtain the Watit of 

* The En^lijh Reader may fee this Syftem fet in ^ 
beautiful Light in Pope V Rape c/* //^^ Lock. If he 
likes better to read it in Profe, he may fatisfy himfelf by 
perufing Count Gabalih whence pqr Author borrows his 
Quotations. 
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F^d and Drink^ witbcfut any firt tf h^^nvemencei 
The famous P^rivfi^j affirms^ that he tried thiaj 
;ind it muft be owned, that he was either a great 
Fool or an impudent Lyar, who durft aifa-t fa 
(evident ah Impoilure as this is to the Face of the 
PuWick. 

I am not afto^iftied at all, when I fee a Cabalijt 
writijig fuch Impertinencies as thefe, becaufe at the 
fame time I difcern Stories as abfurd and as contrary 
to good Senfe, as gtavely told by the mod: eminent 
Po<ftors in all Religions. How many Lyes have been 
written by our Rabbics on the Subjeft pf the Satyrs 
and Fawns of Antiquity ? Rabbi Abraham really 
imagined there were fuch Creatures, but that they 
were imperfeft, becatife God was fufprized by the 
Approach of the Evening of the Sabbath^ and had 
not Time fufRcieht to make an end of them. A- 
mpng the Nazaren^Sy TertiiUian^ Jnfi^^^ Lacfantiusj 
Cy^rfan^ Clenieni of Alexandria and Athmagoras^ fan- 
cied thefe Pawns were Angels transformed into this 
Shape for the Crime they committed, when God 
threw fo many of them into Hell ; and they con- 
cluded this Fall of Angek to have happened on ac- 
count of their fufFering themfelves to become ena- 
inourcd of Women^ The P^^ans pufhed this Errr^r 
ftiU farther -, for they held thefe fawns to be Divi- 
nities. 

Among Sentiments fo extraordinary as thefe are, 
it is impoiEble that a Philofopher, who makes ufeof 
his Reafon, ftould adopt any one of them. They 
are equally ridiculous and contrary to the Light of 
Nature, ft may be even that the Satyrs^ as dc- 
fcribed by the Ancients, never did exift j and that 
many ufelefs Differtations have been made on the 
Ideas of fome Painter or Poet, who was the Creator 
Qf thefe imaginary Beings. 1 am of opinion, that 
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previous to the explaining of a Thing, we ought fe- 
rioufly to confider whether it exifts, or whether ever 
it did exift. Defcartes hai given us a long Explica- 
tion of the perpetual Lamps that are to be found in 
the Tombs of the Ancients; and we have lince been 
convinced that the Faft is falfe. Democritus put his 
Wit to the torture for feveral Days, to account for 
Wool which he fancied he had found growing on 
the Figs in his Garden, . He made thereupon a Dif- 
courfe, with which himfelf and his Friends were very 
well fati§fied.' His Maid, however, diverted herfelf 
at their Expence, by difabufing them, ftiewing that 
all the learned Refearches of this Philofopher was fo 
much Study and Pains thrown away. It may be 
the Fawns of Antiquity greatly refembled the Figs 
of Democritus ; aftd thofe who have made Differta-^ 
tions on thefe Half-Men Half-Brutes, would be 
greatly furprized, if they fhould find in any ancient 
Author, that they never exiftcd any where but in 
his Imagination and in his Writings. 

I will not, however, dear Ifaac^ pretend to affirm^ 
that what is faid with regard to Fawns^ ought to be 
considered as invented at pleafure ; on the contrary,' 
I believe their Exiftence poflible. We read in the 
Life of Paul the Hermit, written by Jerome{ a fa^ 
mous Doftor among the Naxarenes^ as alfo in that 
of Anthony^ another Hermit, compofed by Athanaftus^ 
that thefe folitary Perfons had long Converfations 
with Fawns \ and that they owned to them that they 
were not unacquainted with the Exiftence ofra De- 
ity *, If we refufe Credit to thefe Authors, we find 

in 

♦ According to St. Jeremy St. Anthony met with a 
Centaury exadly like what is defcribed in the Poets. 
The fame Author afTures us, that not long after this 
St. Anthony faw alfo a Satyr, refembling thoie we fee in 
Paintings. 

Con- 
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in Pliny, that Satyrs are frequent in the Indies • 
Plutarch aflfures us, that they prcfentcd to Sylla, a» 
hepaffed by Dyrachiuniy now Durazza, in Albania^ 
a liv^ing Satyr. The Roman confidered him atten- 
tively, but could make nothing of his Language, his 
Voice being exceffivelyharfli, feeming to participate 
of the Neighing of a Horfe, and the Cry of a Goat *• 

This PalTage in Hiftory inclines me to think, 
that all the Satyrs we hear of, were no other than 
Monfters produced by criminal Converfe between 
Mankind and the Females of other Animals ; and 
that thefe Creatures, far from having Virtues Aipe- 
cioir to Mortals, Jiad much mote, of the Brute than 
of the Man, not being able to exprefs themfelves, 
but in all refpedb like the Satyr oi Sylla. The Su* 
perftition of Pdgamfm made Deities of thefe Half- 
Men,, the; Nazarenes will have them to be Angels. 
or Demons, the. y^wf imperfc6l Creatures; the 
Pbilofopher, .(iteming to difdain the Examination of 
this. Queftion, contents himfelf with denying their. 
Exiftencr, ibat he may not be obliged to explain- 
their Natures. 

Proferve thy Health, dear )/J?/7r, live content and 
fa^isfied,: and. may the. God of our Fathers heap 
Sjcbes upoa thee. 
Hflmlurgb, 

Can/pidt (Anton! us) hommem e^uo mtxtumj cm 6ptnh 
P(tetaru?n Mypoantaura wocabulum indidit . . . hiac mora 
inter fa:!i(Tfiim cowvaikm baud grandemy boviunmUm *vidit^ 
4idunds paribus, fronte ^ corni bus afperaii}^ • xiqus exiremtn 
pars a/rppris in caprarum pedes definebat, liieronymu$». 
cpifloL iii. de vita Pauli, pr.uni ErcTiiita:^ ^ee alfo the 
Alb Part bf the Secret Meinpir^ of the Republick of 
Letter*; *ii. herein tie ir(^7idoj reported hj ^t, Jc'rome -rtrr . 
full: rcnjidertd. 

f-^^iutSLti^hinth lif o/Syllit, .. 

' B'i LETTER, 
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LET T E R CXXII. 

Aaron Monceca lo Isaac Onis, 
Caraiie^ Jormerly a Rabbi at Conftanti- 
nople. 

I Do not know, dsczx Ifaac^ to what Catife to attri- 
bute that violent Hatred which ail People profefs^ 
tp have againft tbofe of our Nation, Whatever Re- 
ligion they have, in whatever Climate they inhaUt,. 
they feem to agree in. this Point. Tht Mahcmmi* 
dans^ the Pepijh Nazarmes^ the Rtformed^ the Ar^ 
minians and the LutheMus^ dcfpife, equ^Iy agree in 
defpiling us^ and carry their Defpite to, Exeefe. I 
fbr fon^e time thought that this Antipathy might be 
QCcafioned by a Diverfity of Belief. But I .w^s ob- 
liged to change this way of thinking, when I faw^ 
Nuaibers differing in Religion, who had notwith- 
ftanding the moft p^rfedl Eftecm for each other.. 
The ^ahrs differ as widely as we fpom the Ndza-^ 
renes ; they have no Sacrament^ not even fo nwich 
as that of Baptifm ; however,, the Nazareues do not 
either hate or defpife them. ' 

We muft iQok therefore for fome other Caufd 
than Religion, in order to aecovint for that Antipa- 
thy which all Nations have to u». I do indeed be- 
Heve, that Religion influences the lower Clafs ofi 
People in- their Notions of yezus^ \v\ fome meafure ; 
but it is certain, that it does not determine them^ 
ititirely ; wherefore, there muft be fome particular 
Subject whence the unanimous. Hatred of all people 
muft flow. Did it come purely from Difference in'. 
, poinfc 
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point of Faith, why (hould the Turks hate us more 
than they do the Nazarene$ ? Or thefe latter, why 
(hould they deteft us more than Turks f 

I believe, dear IJaac^ th^t we ought to feek in the 
evil Conduft of our own Brethren, what we gene- 
rally attribute to Difference in Religion. If we cre- 
dit certain Nazarene Hiftorians, we fliall find in 
their Writings, that the horrid Crimes of certain 
Jews have in all Times had defperate Confequences 
in refped to our Nation. Rigord, Phyfician and 
Hiftoriographer to Philip Augujius^ writes, that in 
1 1 80, our Brethren fettled in Paris would needs 
make a Sacrifice on the Solemnization of the Paflb- 
ver, fuppofing they might draw down the divine 
Clemency, by immolating a Nazarene^ They car- 
ried off, fays he, a young Lad of twelve Years old, 
whofe Name was Richard^ the Son of a rich Tradcf- 
man, and after they had almost by whipping tore off 
his Fldhfrom his Bones, they crucified him. This 
barbarous ^(S^ion coming to the knowledge of the 
French^ all who had any Concern in this dreadfull Sa- 
crifice were put to death, and our whofe Nation for 
evei* banifhed that Kingdom, 

France is not the only Country wherein we are 
charged with fucb Cruelties. The Inhabitants of the 
CSty of Trent commemorate annually a Thing of the 
feme kind perpetrated on a little Boy called Simonet^ 
the Son of a Shoemaker whofe Name was Simon, 
The Jtws^ fay. they .^ having ftript the Boy^ did in 
the moft cruel Manner draw out all his Blood, in 
order to m^k^ ufe of it in celebrating the PafTover, 
a^d afterwards threv/ the Carcafe into a common 
Shore, vi4iich ran under the Synagogue. The Thing 
being difcovered, the ynvs were feverely puniftied, 
and the Nazarenes fhew to this very Day, the Houfe 
in whi^h this villainous hQ. was perpetrated. 

B.5 I really 
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I really cannot think of fettling my Opinion as 

^o thefe Fads, when I either read them or hear 

them talked of. I am thoroughly fatisfied, that fuch 

Cruelties are no where pra£li fed in our Synagpgujes 

^t this Day, and I can hardly bring myfelf to be- 

Jieve that they were ever pradi^d heretofore. 

However, thele Accounts arc accompanied with 

fuch Circumftances, that it is almoft impoffible not 

to admit the Matters of Faft. But after all, if it 

were true that there ^yere fome ^ews fo wicked and 

:fo furious as, to run into Exceffes of this Sort, oqgh|: 

their Crimes to aifeft a whole Nation ? There is 

nothing more eafy, than the Proof that only a few 

ciad and vile People were ever guilty of Things of 

.this Nature, and that the Jews m general were not 

only ignorant of them, but if they hacl been acr 

quainted with fuch Praftices, would have had them 

in the utmoft Deteftation. In order to eftablifb 

this, we need only confider what the Hiftoriogra* 

.pher of Philip Augujlus fays. He affures us^ that 

.the Crimhials were punijhed with Deaths and the Rft- 

pialnder were banijhed the Kingdanu There were but 

fifteen or fix teen y^wj. executed 5 if mare had bee^ 

iound guilty, without doubt the Nazarenes would 

not have fpared them. The whole Nation thus eXr 

iled, had noticing to do with thefe Cruelties. How^ 

ever, by aftonifliing ill Luck, that Horror,^ which the 

CriiTie of a few particular People juftly merited^ 

retted upon the Nation j and they are perfuaded in. 

France^ that the j!e.ws in general approve of fuel* 

deteftable Sacrifice. There needs no aiorr,.my 

Fritnd, to render them odious to the whole World :. 

What can there be more fcandalous to a Nation,. 

than to have been di;iven out of a great Kingdoan 

l^i fuch ;ibominable Deeds I ^ 

it 
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It is not folely to Prejudices of this tort that we 
ought to attribute the Averfioii and the Diflike 
which People have towards us. The- ford id Ava- 
rice, and the Porfidy of fome of our Brethren, have 
fnade us mortally hated. Thus the innocent fufFes 
for the Crime or the guilly, and a Number of ffr/ie^ 
Ikes worthy the Efteera of all honeft Men, zealoaa 
Obfervers of the divine La\v, are without Diftinftion 
confounded with People whom themfelves diBfpife,^^ 
and whom they are the moft ready to condemn. 

Giir Rabbins ought to apply themfelves to writing 
Books of Morality. Such Works would be muctt 
more ufcful, and do us more honour among fuch as 
differ from us in Religion, than that monftrous Heap 
of Vifions which are to be found in moft of our 
Authors, and which ferve only to difcredit our Wri** 
ters, and* our Nation, I would be contents© fee^our 
Dodors attentive in explaining the Law, and ^iit 
applying it principally to the dilcouraging the Prac- 
tice of thofe Vices mofbreigning amongft us j infift-^ 
ing conftantly on the heinoufnefs of the A&. of taking 
away another Man's Property in the Sight of Godj 
and the Bafenefe of Ufury in the Sight of Mem If 
they could once bring this Doctrine to prevail, and 
eould induce, our Brethren to be lefe attached to^ 
^d fufceptible of the Temptation of filthy Lucre, I 
doubt not but they would enable, them to jre- 
gain the Efteem and Regard of all Nations. Why 
fliould they refufe it us, if we were worthy of it i 
I have before fliewil, that DiflFerence in Religion is 
not a Reafon which determines the Efteem or the 
Diflike of Men. Befides, dear /fe/i-, ours hath ia 
itfelf fuch Beauties, that if the Jewswcte.ouce be- 
come a virtuous People^ they would be at leaft fe- 
cure of the Friendftijp of Philofophers, learned and 
reafonable Men, But far, my Friend, very far are 
the Rabbins from endeavouring to eradicate Avarice 

from 



y Google 



f4 ^be Jewish Spy. Let:i2z^ 

from the Hearts of tbtJfraelites, on the contrary, 
they are the firft themielvea of giving Examples of 
fordid Covetoufhefs ; infomuch, that it may be faid 
©f the Prayers in our Synagogues, as one of the 
Ancients fakl of thofe heretofore made by the Pa* 
^ans : Dq tw obferve^ izy% he, any go to the Temples 
tn order to befeech the Gods to give him PerfeSfion in ' 
Eloquence^ or to difcover to him the Secrets of Pbibr 
fophy? Nayy do they fo much as ajk Reiiitude of 
Mindy or Health of Body ? But if all who go to thi 
Capitoly this, is the Cu/lomy before they reach the very 
Threjhold of the Gate^ the one promifes great Offerings 
to the Deity 'he worfiips, provided he h^ens the Death 
fif a rich Relation j another ^ that he may difcover a . 
hidden Treaftere ', a thirds that he may be lueky enough 
to acquire a large EJlate in Bufinefs *. 

Such are the Prayers which'-moft of the Jewsof-^ - 
ftr to the Divinity* They forget that diey are 
forbidden in the Law^ to wi& for the Goods of an- 
other, and the Rabbins, far from putting them in., 
pfiind of this divific Precept, ieem to have banjihed t 
it entirely from their own Thoughts. After this , 
we need' not. think it ftrange that the Nazarenes .. 
have propagated a certain nualicious Fablq againft - 
us, viz. That we , have made an Oath jto cheat as , 
.often as we have an. Opportunity.. They judge of; 
our Precepts by o«r Aftions. I am fenfible, my. 
Friend,, that the famous Leo pi Modena hatb refuted » 
with great Qui cknefs-fuch as have endeavoured to fix : 

* J^/V unquam *uenit in iemflum ^ votum fic^tt fi (^^ ^ 
eloquentiam per^enij/et ^ ^is, ft phihfophia fontim in- 
'Ven'iffet ? Ac ne honam quidem msniemy aut bonam 'vale^ 
tudinem. peiunt. ^ed Jhatim anUquam limen Capttolii tan-. 
ganty alius donum promittity ft propinquum ^ divitem extuhr ; 
riti alius f jhefaurum effoderit \ alius' Ji ad trecentief . 
H^ S. falvus pet<vcn€rit. Fctronius //?Sat^r.. 
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(o criminal a Ufage upoii us, aiM hath well fbewn 
how for we are from following fuch pernicious 
Maxims, or from regarding them as Points of Doc- 
trine. But notwithftanding the learned Writings of 
that excellent ytv^ there are at this Day a Multi-^ 
tudc of Nazaunes who perfuade themfelves they do 
not do us the leaft Injuftice in imputing to us this 
criminal Sentiment; 

We fhall never Be able to regain the Efteem of 
other Nations, but by changing our Condu6b intire- 
ly, and becoming as remarkable for our Difintereft- 
©dnefs, as wc are atprcfent for our Avarice. Not that 
I pretend to prevent our Brethren from making an 
honeft Profit, or from gaining by Commerce. 
There is nothing more lawful. What Iwould be at 
18 this ; that they (faould be more fincere, and that; 
Uprightnefs and Candour ihould be vifible in all, 
Aeir Dealings. 

When I have defended this Opinion againft Jews 
ef a contrary Sentiment, and- who did not think we 
were bound to ufe fb much Delicacy in our Deal* 
ihgs with the Nazarenes,^ I could never perceive 
any Strength in their Reafons. We pa^y fay they^. 



exorbitant Impojis, Princes^ in many Countries^ look- 
hpon us as fo many Beajls. They fell us the- very Air 
^at we breathe. It is by Dint of Money that we ob-^ 



■ tain a Refidence among them. Infome Towns of Ger- 
many they oblige us to pay twenty Pence an Hour a^ 
long as wefiay. Is not this an ajionijking Impoftion T 
Are we obliged to a5i with Candour towards thofe wha. 
fo cruelly perjecute us? And are ive not at Liberty td 
make Reprifals on the Nazarenes, who thus enrich 
themfelves by our Labours ? 

Whatever at firft Sight there may feem to be irf 
tbefc Reafons, they are entirely overthrown by this* 
fing^e Principle,, that it ianot juftifiable to commit 

one 
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one Crime in order to punifli another. In this re-., 
fpeft I find the Morality of the Nazarems admirable. ■„ 
It muft be owned that they do not pradlife it j but> 
it is however one of the principal Points of their^ 
Religion^ that, we are not to commit Evil upon^. 
gny Account. Their civil Laws agree on this Subt 
jg<a with their religious Precepts. It nuiil be owii-v 
ed there are fonie Ultramontane Doctors who have* 
maintained this impious Principle^ That Subj^^fs^ 
may revolt lagmnft their Princes when they are Here^r 
ticks. But thefe deteftable Opinions have been con- 
demned in all Nations whofe Superftition hath not«. 
ftifled the Senfe of Honour and Religion. The Par* 
liaments of France have ordered Books, containing/ 
foch Principles, to be torn by the Hands. of the i 
Hangman, and the Univerfities have fully refuted. 
tbem« To fay the Truth, Princes themfelv^s, whor, 
are fo much outraged by the fpreading. of fuch No-r 
tions,^have fometimes ihewnno great Liking to j 
that Zeal with which: they have been condemned,*, 
which muft to thee appear incomprehcnfible. How- 
ever, hitherto Frame and Germany have rajefled^N' 
with Horror all Do.flrines tending . to vioJa;te the; - 
Refpeft due to Sovereigns, 

It is, to the Love of their Suhjefts that, many, ^ 
Princes owe the Prefervation. of their Gloiy. While; 
they are abforbed in Pleafures, and feem quite to^v 
forget the high Rank they poffefs j Rom^^ always . 
ambitious, and always attentive to the Means of 
overturning the Rights of Kings, fails not of m^ke- . 
ing Attempts againfi their Authorities:' But the 
People being alarmed at the firft. Appearance of a . 
Novelty, big with pernicious Gonfequenc^s,. oppofe, . 
thereby To ftrong a B,arrier to .the Ambitiojn.of the - 
Sovereign PontifFs, as affords Princes time to avvakft r 
out of their Lethargy and.to. defend. their Rights* 

Tak^-^ 
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Take Care of thyfclf, de^'I/aacj and may th© 
God of otir Fathers render thee profperous. 
Hamburgh. ' 



P^/9^^^^\^3\^^^\^\^\l^%.^i\^^^\^^^\fi\^^^\f'i\^^ 



LETTER CXXIII. , 

IsAiwc On IS, Caraite^ heretofore a Rabble* 
Conftantinoplc, to Aaron Monceca. 



I Divert myfelf with confidering daily the different 
Syllems of Philofophers, without giving however 
intire Credit to any, I confider them all as proba- 
ble, but I believe there is none without its Difficul- 
ties, and in Avhich it is by no means hard to find weak' 
Places, if one were inclined to attack them. I leave 
to a certain Race of Wrongheads that Adoratioii* 
which thev pretend to pay to their favourite Au- 
thors. Whatever the Reputation of a Phitofopher 
may be, I never fuffer it to draw me into a falfe Ad- 
miration of him. There are, in my Opinion, vt\zrvf 
Things hid from all Men, and which the modern 
Phifofophers have not a bit better explained than the 
Ancients. 

An Arabian of my Acquaintance has withirt 
thefe few Days lent me a Manufcript. I have read 
it with Attention. L find many things in it very 
amufing: But, upon the whole, I think there is 
very little Inftruftion to be gathered from the whole 
Work. The Author's Scheme is this : He pre- 
tends,^ 
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tends, tfiatMcn, Animals, and all that we fee Jn- 
vcfted with Life, were produced by the Sea. The 
^rft Fault I find with this Syftem is, that it is di- 
re£Uy oppofite to the Exiftencc of a Deity, As I 
have an infinite Contempt for fuch blind Philofo- 
phers as are not ftruck with this firft and apparent 
^ruth, fo you niay gucfs that there js in this Syftem 
fomething very pleafant and very whinifical, fince 
notwithftanding this capital Error I could read it with 
any Pleafure. See then in few Words a brief Ex-- 
polition of this Syftem. 

The Arabian Author pretends. That there hath 
happened infenfibly a great Change in the Eaah, fa 
that what we now fee dry, was heretofore covered 
with Water. He affirms, that the Sea and Waters 
wafted by Degrees, and the Earth being drie^i by the 
Heat of the Sun, did after many Ages aiTume much 
the fame Form that it has at prefentf 
, This is his Syftem with rcfpeft to th^ World 14 
general. Now, let me tell you what he fays in par^t 
ticular of Man, and other terreftrial Animals, 
When the Waters were confumed to a certain De-r 
gree, and of courfe ^ certain Part of the Earth lay 
bare, fome aquatick Animajs accuftomed them* 
felvcs, by little and little, to go and browfe and feed 
upon the ^rafs j that the Man, the Ox, the 
Horfe, ^£. conftantly went back at firft into the 
Water 5 but, in procefs of Time going farther and 
farther from the Bank, they iji the end accuftomed 
themfelves to live on the Earth. The Sun, by the 
Heat of his Rays, quickly altered the Texture of 
their Skins, and gave to^ fome of them Hair and 
Hides, as we fe© them have. He pretends, that 
J[Iabit, which is a fecond Nature, did in procefs of 
Time mfike the Iflue of thefe aquatick Animals in- 
^ Cf^paWe of Uviiig any where hut W the Earth. That 
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in like tnanner, the Birds too loft the CapacI^ of 
entering the Waters^ becaufc thejr were not accuf- 
tomed to it from the time of their being hatched, 
except in fuch as were called Sea and River Fowl ; the 
Parents of which had never ftrayed far from their 
Mother-Element. In fupport of this extraordinary 
I>o<^rine, our Author reafons thus : We fee that the 
Sun changes intirely the Form and Colour of Men 5 
Children are horn white in the midft of Ethiopia, and 
the firjl Covering of their Heads is Hair^ .and not 
WooL It is not till fome Days after that they become 
blacky and there is a very ccmfyierahle Space inter-^ 
iHnes before any thing like JVonl appears. *The Rea-^^ 
fon of this is, becaufe Men always retain a ftror^^ 
Tin^ure of their firjl ^ality \ and that during the 
time Men were aqitatick Animals^ they were all white^ 
and had none of them TVool in place of Hair \ hut 
Jince they have quitted their ancient Element, they 
have been changed more or lefsy acc<irding as the Va^ 
pours of the Earthy or the Heat of the Swi hc^e ope^ 
rated upon them* 

AU Animals y continues the Arab Writer, retain 
t^Oen to this Day fome of their firfi ^alities. There* 
fire none of themt but what can fwim and liv^ for 
jime time in the W(aer\ the CoWy the Horfcy the 
Dogy and all other Creatures fwim naturally \ Man 
would do the fame thing y if Fear did not binder Na* 
turefrom exerting thofe Motions with which, howevcry 
Jhe IS very iveJl acquainted. ' In fome Seas Sea^Men 
are yet found \ the Dutch Hifiorians mention a Girt 
who was preferved a long time at Harlem about three 
hundred Tears agOy and who was fiopt up4n the Shore 
ji^Jj as Jhe came out of the Sect. In mam (fther Coun^ 
triesy Creatures have been feen half Fijhy half of a 
human Formy all which is fuficient tojhew, that tb^ 
Ulem^nt oj' Water is by no means incompatible with an 
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$rganizid Body like to that of Man ; and that th^re is 
nothing but Habit j and their being accufiomed from 
their Birth to breathe the dry Air on Shore^, ^ubich 
Mnders Men from living in the Bottom of the Sea. 

Sec, my dear Friend, the Scheme of this Arabian^ 
who is to this Day bufy in finding out Proofs of his 
Hypothefis. He afked me my Opinion. I told 
him very fincerely, that all Syftems which did not 
admit the Exiftenceof a Deity, and which fuppofed^ 
as the iirft Principle of all Things, a certain Ar- 
rangement of Matter by the Hand of Chance, wpuJUl 
fail into unfuftainable Opimons, by building a Caftle 
on the Sands, which the ilighteft Motion muil 
overturn from Top to Bottom. 

It is indeed a furprizing thing, that the Philofo- 
phers did not perfcftly comprehend the Neceflity of 
a Thjng which the moft fmiple People now-a-day&. 
clearly fee the Truth of. The moft fublime Veri- 
ties, fays an Englijh Author *, which were fcarce 
acccflable to the. brighteft and beftrcultivated Wita. 
among the Pagans^ are at prefent become familiar,, 
even to thie moft confined Underftandings. This 
opens a large Field of fatisfacjlory Reflexions to a. 
Man who confiders Things with the Eye of a Pbi- 
lofopher, and who poflefles a Spul capable of being 
charmed at the mighty Progrefs which ufeful Know-- 
ledge hath made among Mankind. > 

What, my Friend, would all the Gr^^^ and Ro^ 
man Philofophers fay, who, after thirty or fort}?^ 
Years fpent in Study, acquired fo imperfe£l an Idea 
of the Deity ? What, I repeat it, would they fay,. 
if they were to return to the World, and find etery 
little Scholar in Philofophy able to fliew them with, 
the greateft Clearnefs, that God is tibt material, be- . 
Qftufe whatfoever is corporal is fubjedl to Divifion;^ 

♦ The Speftatogr. 
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and whatfoever can be divided, cannot be God* 
For then either there muft be as many Gods as 
Parts, or the Deity muft be compounded of certain 
Parts not divine. 

The Aftonifhment of thefe Philofophers would 
ftill increafe, when they were (hewn how great 
their Error was in adniitting Matter to be co-eter- 
nal with ^od. They would learn, that there 
could be nothing co-eternal with him, fince be 
could not then be Almighty. For not having cre- 
ated Matter, he could not dcftroy it. Now, it is 
equally ridiculous to affirm, that a Thing which has 
no Beginning can have an End, or that God can 
cxift and not be Almighty. Thefe Greeks and Ro^ 
mans^ of whom fome boaft fo much, would be fur- 
prized that they themfelves did not make thefe Re- 
fle^ons, or that the Prejudices imbibed in their In- 
fancy, and ftrengthened by Education, (hould be 
able to hinder them from coming at fuch clear and 
cafy Truths. 

It is to us, it is to us, Monceca^ that the whole 
World is indebted for the Knowledge of God» 
The firft Nazarenesy who taught the Heathens the 
Unity and Spirituality of the Divinity, were Jews 
feparating from our Communion. Paffion has made 
our Brethren fay a great deal of 111 of them. How- 
ever, it muft be allowed that they were truly great 
Men, who hazarded their Lives to withdraw the 
human Species from Idolatry ; if the Unity of God 
hath been preached throughout the Univerfe, it is 
folely owing to them. 

When I was a Rabbi at Conjiantinople I durft not 
talk in this Style. My Brethren would have looked 
upon me with Horror ; they would haye taxed me 
with inclining to Nazarenijm^ as if one ought not 
lo render Juftice to Merit wherever it is found ; 

and 
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Jtnd that the DUFenence of Belief obliges one to dif- 
guife onefs Sentiments^ and to defpife People really 
worthy of Efteettw 1/Ct u») my Friend, leave this 
Madnefs to narrow Minds. It is a Cpnduft only 
worthy of Blockheads and Faaaticks j and when we 
fee a whin of true Genius run into Inveflives againft 
Peopkof ProlHty$ one may boldly affirm^ that it is 
not hi^ Zeal for Religion, hut his Ambition, Hatred, 
or fome other PaiSoi^) -which moves him thereto* 
-When Pafcal wrote, his Provincial Letters, l^e 
thought lefs of defending iVtf^i^r^;?^ than of outrage- 
ing the Jifuiu j and when thofe People perfecuted 
Jrnauld^ it was the deftroying of their Enemy, an4 
not the Good of Religion that they had in View* 
Too many Divines vr\io dip in Contrpverfy, hate 
their Adverfaries more than the Errors they main- 
tain. It is the fan^e thing with other Writers, when 
they come to differ with each other j they do not 
Criticife a. Work becaufe it is ill written, but be* 
caufe it is written by an Adverfary. 

When I was in Germany, I was acquainted with 
two Authors who were continually praifmg each 
other. The one was the eldeft Son of Jpolh^ the 
' other the Darling and the. Favourite of the Mufes. 
After all, they fell out.pn account of a Piece which 
the one wrote, and the other, contrary to his Cuf- 
tom, found fome fault with. This was fufficient 
to fow everlafting Divifion. They, wrote againft 
each other immediately with all the Vehemence 
imaginable J theypublifned mutual Edidsof Banifh- 
ment from Parnajfus^ and fupported thefe hew Seix- 
timents of theirs in all Companies with a Petulancy 
not to be endured. They blamed exceffively thok 
very Pieces which they had before as much com- 
mended ; nor can I conceive how they could, after 
fajing fo many hand fome Things the one of the 

. ' other^ 
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^lier, deviate into fuch. Scurrility and Abufe# Thh 
GonduSf^ faid I to one of th^m, ^/// ^i^/t ydu in th4 
Opinim of t}^ MCdrld. Whit would you iTave youf 
^qd^SiWmk ofyot^r fVorks^ whn they ■^nd you hUmU^ 
Ing now what you commended a while ago. Theiy 
will believe^ and with Reafon^ that you commend with" 
cut Grounds^ and that you cenfure without Caufe, What 
Jignifies that, replied the Author, provided 1 can but 
dejiroy the Praifis that / hav0 firm^ly given the Man 
who has had the Confidence to blame my Writings^ I 
am content. I praifed him becaufe he praifed me^ and 
I cenfure him besaufe he eenfured me. If' he was to 
write even better than he didy I wilt perfyl always in 
faying^ that he writes nothing worth reading. 

TINS is the ^nanner, dear Aaron^ in which Au- 
thors generally treat each othec* There are very few 
amongft them who connnend their Brethren witiibut 
Hopes of Return. In the Republick of Letters, Eu- 
logies are a Sort of Goqds in which there is alw^s ^ 
great Trade. I believe it is pretty much the fame 
thing in all other States ; when one praifes a Peribn, 
one is apt to bp uneafy if he fays nothjng ia return. 
Self-love is deeply wounded by that Silenpe which 
mortifies the natural Vanity of Men, and which 
feems to imply a mighty Superiority in him who re- 
ceives, over him who beftows Panegyrick. 

I believe, my Friend, that we may lay it down 
as a* general Principle, that moft Men commend 
From one of thefe two Motives ; either that they 
may be commended, or that they may be reward- 
ed. There are very few, who from the fole Prin- 
ciple of doing Juftice to Merit, make it their Prac- 
tice to fpeak well of the good Qualities of others^ 
It is true, that generally fpeaking, we look upon this 
jioble and generous Way of Proceeding, as a Virtue 
frequently to be met with j but if we examine 

Things 
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Things more clofely, we (hall find that the Nuinber 
of thefe dtfmterefted People is but fmall. 

Be careful of yofrfdf, dear Mmctcay live con- 
tent and happy, and excufe my writing to you fij 
Xeldom. 

Cairo. 



"" ■ • » 

LETTER CXXIV. 

Aaron Monceca, to IsaacOnts, 
Caraite^ formerly a Rabbi at Conftan- 
: tinople. 

THE Nazarenes have a laudable Cuftom, which 
I cannot help blaming our Anceftors for not 
having obferved. They go to the very Extremities 
of the World, in order to preach the Exiftence of 
one God, AH-good, All-mighty and All-mei'cifuL 
There is no Country, how baroarous^ how diftant 
foever, whither they have not gone to deftroy Idols, 
and to infult them on their Altars. If thefe People 
ufed a little more foftnefs in their manner of com- 
municating thefe fublime Truths, and if their Be- 
haviour were not in fome kind inconfiftent with the 
DoiSlrines which they preach, I (hpuld look upon 
thefe MiiRonaries as the greateft and moft deferving 
Men in the Univerfe. Is there, in efFeil, any thing 
fo glorious, as for Men to devote themfelves intircly 
to the Service of an infinite Number of Perfonsj un- 
der the Slavery of moft abfurd Opinions, and plunged 

in. 



y Google 



Lct.i24- T'^ Jewish Spy. 25 

in the bightfyA Ahyfa of idolatry ? Is there, I fay, 
any tiung inor0 noble than to make the Delivery of 
iuch Perfbns the Bufmefr ^f one^ Life i 

If ftich 36 make it their Employment to enlighten 
thefc unfortunate Pagans^ contented themfclvcs with 
exerting Rcafon an3 good Senfe, inftead of ufin j 
Force aniVwlcncewhcn they have it in tfceir Powcr> 
IdolatroM NatiiAis would much iboner be per- 
iuadied of the Exiftence and Unity of God. But 
the Cruelties which «he Spaniards and Portuguefe 
liave exercifed in certain Countries, and sVhich afb 
far from being unkno^nm to other favage Nations*, 
give them an extraordinary Hatred and unconquer-^ 
able Averfion towards fuch aa come to inftruft them. 
What is it one can really imagine an Indian can 
think of thofc teitrthte Executions he hears to have 
fccen done by the Inqui£tion at Goa ? Thefe Folks y 
will he fay to himfelf, who come to inform me of a 
God^ perfectly goody and merciful in all things^ offer 
up daily Nimbers of their Brethren to this fame Gody 
and are continuaUy^iJprinkling this great Altar of hisy 
the Earth, with the Blodd of his Creatures. They 
mofl cruelly commit to the Flames y Men of the great efi 
Worth and Probity j becaufe they have not Potver enough 
9ver their own Mindsy to force the Belief of certain 
Propofitions which Jiem to them contrary to Equity and 
Rcafon. The Fiercenefs and Cruelty of a Miffio-*" 
nary in thofe Countries, where their Power is efta- 
bliined, hinders the Fruit of their Arguments, even 
where they ufe no other Weapons. 

You will aflc me perhaps, my Friend, how it 
comes to pafs that I^ who am a Jetu^ fliould intereft 
myfelf in the Propagation of the Faith of the Naza-- 
renes ? The Anfwer is eafy and natural. It is not 
the Propagation of the Principles of the Nazaren^ 
Religion i^or which I am concerned, but the pro- 
pagating the Knowledge of the Peity. You know 

Vox. IV. C that 
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that I have always thought, as well as you, that 
Men might be faved in allReligions, provided they 
were truly virtuous. Now there is nothing fo capa- 
ble of leading Men to the Prafiice of -Honefty and 
Virtue as the Senfe of a Divine Being, provided it 
be not clouded, or in a manner extinguifhed by an 
infupportable Load of incompreheniible and contra- 
didory Doftrines, and of Ceremonies equally ridi- 
culous and vain. We ought naturally to wifh the 
Good, and to defire the Salvation of all Mankind. 
We are therefore obliged to the Miffionaries, who 
by their Preaching facilitate the favinjg fuch as are 
funk in Idolatry, by teaching them the Knowledge 
of God and of his Will. 1 here is no Philofopher, 
of what Religion foever he be, who can think 
otherwife, if at leaft he docs not fuflFer himfelf to be 
blinded by his Prejudices, and by an unreafonable 
Hatred of thofe who are not of his own Opinion in 
all things. 

It were to be wiflied, that when the Jews were 
difperfed, after Tttus had deftroyed JeruJaUm^.thtY 
had followed this Maxim of the Nazartnes^ and had 
made it their Bufinefs to preach and to propagate 
the Law of Mofes throughout the Univerfe, inftead 
of keeping to themfelves thofe Treafures which they 
received from Heaven. Had they afted thus, one 
can hardly conceive, that the Number of MiiSo- 
paries confidered, and the Beauty of that Religion 
adverted to, which thefe Miffionaries were to preach ; 
I fay, a proper Weight given to thefe Things, one 
can fcarce believe they could have failed perfuading 
all the Nations in the World. What Weapons 
could either Ignorance or Superflltion have oppofed 
to the fimple and evident Truths they would have 
frevealed? 

The more I confidcr my ReUgion, the more I 
am convinced that it is equally re^onable and mag- 

,. 5 nilicent. 
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nificent. One only God, the Creator of Heaven 
and Earth, a Being infinitely wife and good, who 
preferves and governs the Univerfe by his Power, 
who will punimthe Wicked, and who will reward 
the Good. The Wicked, who are they? Such as 
prefume to do unto others what they would not bear 
to be done to themfelves : And the Good, who are 
.they? Such as, not content with avoiding any In- 
juftice towards their Neighbour, prailife alfb to- 
wards bini whatfoever they wifn he fhould praftife 
towards them, as my Friend the Latin Poet happily 
expreffes it in one Line r 

^a tibi vis fieri ^ facias. Hacfummula legis. 

To others do, what ypu from them expe£l. 
Nor ever this the Sum of Law negleft. 

Here, my Friend, is the Whole of our Religion. 
All its Precepts are contained within this narrow 
Compafs. Whatever our Rabbins have added, may 
be confidered, if you pleafe, as ufelefs and fuperflu- 
ous. What Mortal, who makes the leaft ufe of his 
Reafon, but muft acknowledge the Evidence of the 
Truths we declare, and give them his Aflent ? I 
repeat it again, my Friend, that if we had been 
poffeffed of a Zeal like that of the Nazarenes^ for 
making known the Beauty and Sandlity of our Re- 
ligion, we had certainly drawn to us a Number of 
Profelytes. But fmce our People, either through 
Negligence, or which is the real Truth, out of a 
Diilike of other Nations, hath neglefted to make 
known to them the Deity, we ought, as Philofo- 
phers, to be charmed when we perceive that the 
Miffionaries have fupplied our Defed, and have done 
to Mankinithat Service which we difdained to ren- 
der them, 

C 2 Many 



y Google 



28 "T&e Jewish Spy. Lct.T24. 

Mahy of the ^a%arenes have written in fharp 
Terms againft their Miflionaries; they have re- 
proached them on the head of their bad Condu6l, 
and have alledged that they have fruftrated thereby 
the good Defign they went upon. Thefe Reflec- 
tions have made fomc hafty People conclude, that 
all the Miflionaries have been alike wanting in their 
Duty. But this rs giving in to an apparent Error; 
We may fay without exaggerating, that the Good 
they have done very far furpafTes the Evil, It is 
true that fome Inftances may be given, where SlijJs 
of theirs have deftroyed tl^e Fruits of many Vears 
Application. However, the Crimes of particular 
People ought not to fall upon MifEonaries in gene- 
ral. I own it were to be wiihed there had never 
gone to the Indies^ or into other Countries inhabit- 
ed by Idolaters, any but French and German Miffio- 
naries, bred up in Countries where the Inquifition 
is abhorred. For thefe Preachers, if we except a few 
of a certain Order, feldom make ufe of any violent 
Meafures ; and this Tendernefs of theirs, is much 
niore,ufeful and efficacious in the Bufmefs of their 
Miffion, than the Fiercenefs of the 5/>^7«/^r^/x and 
Pcrtuguefe. One of the 1 aft- mentioned Nation^ 
Whofe Name was Menezes^ made feveral Attempts 
in order to the Converfion of the Inhabitants of thij 
Ifland of ZocotQra\ but the extraordinary Crueltie« 
he had exercifed amongft other People, where he 
was fupported by the Power of the King of Cochin^ 
induced thefe Iflanders to revolt rather than receive 
him. 7hcy fell into a Rage^ fays a Nazarcne Hifto- 
rian *, at the 'very mention of their embracing the Re^ 
tigion of the Pbrtuguefe. rlay^ they carried their A- 
njirfion Jo far as to prctejly that they would rather fuf- 

• ri/TcriatioriiHIfloriqncs & Rechercli^j fur la Relj* 
tlovL ChrcticMic dans UsilndeS| p. 304. 

fer- 
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fir Death than emhf>ace the Opinions taught by thofe 
AliJJionarieSy whom they Jliled a perverfe an4 infamous 
Race of Men. 

Another Miffionary, whofe Name was Alphonf9 
Mendexj demolilhed all that his Predeceffors had 
Veen doing. As he was a Jefuit^ his Enemies made 
that a Pretext to attack the Order, They pub- 
lifhed fever al Pieces, wherein they accufed the Je- 
luits in general of prejudicing the Miffions; but ia 
thefe they exaggerated many Things, and in fomcr 
Others difguifed the Truth not a little. To da 
Juftice, it muft be acknowledged, that the Mifiio- 
jDaries of this Order have made a greater Progrefs in 
Countries, where before their Arrival the People 
had not any right Notions of the Deity, and that 
they commonly behave with a great deal of Teii- 
dernefs. Nay, they are reproached with being but 
too tradlabl^, and with having pufhed bey or. J irs 
proper Extent, their Comiplaifance for the Idolaters 
^y had to do with. But whichever Way thejr 
take it, it is impoiSble for them to content all 
People, or to. hinder their Enemies from finding 
fajult with their Conduft. The difinterefted Part, 

' however,, of their Adverfaries do them Juftice, and 
acknowledge that there have been in the Indies^ 
and elfewhere, Men of their Order of great Worth 
and Probity, Let me quote to you what a reformed 
tiazarene*^ who is of courfe an Enemy to the 
Jefuits, has faid upon this Subje£t, " Chriftianity 
^ fcems more effedtually fettled in China than in 
" any gf the Countries where the Order hath been 
" employed in planting the Faith. The Jefuits 
" have had ip this^ Miffion many great Men, fuch 

• Differtations Hiftoriqnes & Rcckcrches fur la Reli:- 
gjon Chretienne dans le£ Indes, p. 318. 
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** as the Fathers Ricdusy Mariinius, Schalt\ Ver- 
*< biejiy and very many others. It would be In- 
" jultice to refufe thefe great Men the Fraifes 
** which are due to them. For my part, I enter 
** not at prefent into the Difputes which fubfift be- 
** tween them and the other Miflionaries. It may 
** be, that the Jefuits are not altogether free from 
*' Blame; but the Condu6t of their Adverfaries is 
** not however void of Paflion. Do they not evi- 
*' dently (hew too great a Pleafure in mortifying 
*' the Jefuits on account of the Infults they pretend 
*' to have received from them ?" 

This Paflage fets in its proper Light the Grounds 
of thofe Reproaches thrown out againft the Jefuit 
Miflionaries. The Hatred which is borne to their 
Order in Europe^ extends itfelf even to thofe who 
are employed in the Indies in preaching the Unity of 
God. They reproach fome with their too great 
Complaifance in China '^ they objeft to others tbcir 
Cruelty, and their loading the Minds of the Indians 
too foon and too heavily with the Belitf of Myfte- 
ries. Thus they condemn in the firft what they 
would have pracSlifed by the latter, and plainly fliew, 
that their Quarrel with the Miflionaries is a mere 
Pretence for charging on the Jefuits all the Evils 
that fall out in all Places. 

I muft own to you, my Friend, that I have often 
thought they lay too many Things to the Charge of 
thefe Fathers. There fcarce falls out any Mifchief 
but they are reproached with it. I am fenfible tliat 
they are vain, ambitious and revengeful ; but I 
know too, that their Adverfaries are apt to extend 
Things againfl: them to extravagancy, and to load 
them with imaginary Crimes. One Angelinus Ga- 
%ausy a Jefuit, hath on this Head written fome 
Latin Verfes, which exprefs very happily this Fol- 
ly of attributing whatever fall? out amifs, to that 

Or-- 
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Order ♦. The Seafc oL them is this : 

Evij the Jefuits believed. 

They Adam made the Apple eat ; 

jibel by Jefuits deceived, 

Cain^ at their Suit, his Brains out beat. 

It were to be wiftied, that Divines had never an- 
fwered in any other manner than this, to the ground- 
lefs Reproaches thrown out againft them : We 
fhould not then have fuch an enormous Load of 
Books, full of nothing but Complaints and ill Lan- 
guage, For my part, I cannot comprehend how 
grave People can fpend their Time in writing fuch 
Heaps of Invedfcives; a quick Pleafantry like this of 
the Jefuit, renders a falfe Accufation more evident 
and more ridiculous than a long pedantick Apology. 
All the Volumes that have been written againft the 
Jefuits never gave them fo much Trouble as the 
Provincial Letters^ where Pafcal has continually in 
mind Horace*^ Maxim, 

Ridiculum acri 

Fortius £ff melius magnas plerumque fecat res. 

If Pajcal had refuted the Spanijh Divines with all 
the Pomp of the Schools, the jefuits had not failed, 
in their Turns, to have fent abroad a Number of 
Books in Defence of their Brethren. They would 
in this Cafe have done no more than mutually em- 
barrafs the Subjedl on which they writ; and after 
fatiguing themfelves and the Publick, with a Mul- 

• The Latin Verfes run thus: 
Fomuffi Marito, Jefuitis creduloy 
Porrexit Evfi, Jefyitis credula : 
Fratrem Cainus,, Jefuitis credulus^ 
OcciM Abet, Jefuitis credulum, ^ 

C 4 ^ titudC 
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titude of Pieces on the one Side, zod oa the other^ 

which, however, none but therofelves or their 
Friends would have particularly examined j the thine 
had refted there, and the generality of the World 
known ho more than when thejr Degan to write. 
But the Thing ftands now in a quite contrary State ; 
the ingenious but malicious Method taken by Pajcaly 
hath in fix Months time made that evident to 
all Europe^ of which all its Uiuverfities c6uld not 
convince the Publick in a hundred Years, 

Take care of yourfelf, my Friend, live happy and 
contented, and may our God bellow on you great 
and lading Poller ity. 

Hajnburgh, 

LETTER CXXV. 

Aaron Monceca^ t^ Jacob Brxto* 

YOUR Letters up<»n the ii^m}* Nation, my dear 
Brito^ gave me infinite Pleafiire, and I wifb 
from my Heart, that thofe which I write you, 
may prove as ufefuh and as agreeable. I concuf 
with you in your RefleSions ; they are fenfiWe and 
juft. One only appears to me contrary to the Lavir 
of Nature, and contrary to that Equality which a 
Philofopher allows to all Mankind. You cenfure 
a Cuftom which the Nazarene Pontiffs approved in 
a certain Affembly *, and which allows a Man, in 
whatfoever State born. Freedom of Choice in a 

♦ Council of Trwrf. 
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Wife. You fay, that fuch a Permiffion as this, is 
contrary to paternal Authority, dcftru<Sivc of that 
Order which ought to be obferved in all States, and 
of the Subordination which ought to fubilft in all 
Places, for the Good of Society. I muft own 
to you, that in this I am not at ^11 of your mind, 
but on the contrary, admire the Wifdom and Pru- 
dence of thcfe NazareneSj who, confcious that all 
Men were the Children of one Father, did not think, 
proper to authorize thofe chimerical Diftinftions, 
which, in procefs of time. Pride, Sin, and Vanity 
have introduced. Befidcs, what is it to the Good 
of the State, whether a particular Perfon be a little 
more, or a little lefs rich, provided thefe Riches re- 
main in the Society ? Nay, to fpeak the Truth, the 
m(^e equally they are parted, io much the more will 
Trade flourm). Eqtfality among Citizens is the very 
3afis of Commerce. In fuch States as have a No- 
bility aggrandized by extraordinary Privileges, Trade 
is more cramped than in others. In order to prove 
this Faft, we need but coqiparc the Riches of par- 
ticular Perfons ainongft the Dutch and EngUjh witK 
the Frenct? and Germans, This will be fufficicnt to 
fliew us what mighty Benefits a People reap by che- 
rifliing this Equality, and by refufmg to introduce 
thofe Diftinftions which break the Harmony of So- 
ciety, and by exalting the Spirits of particular Per- 
fons, mortify at the fajne time others, fo as to de- 
jprive them of that Quifjki^efs, BoWnefs and Pene- 
tration which is necef]fary to render them fuccefsful 
in Trade, 

I can by np means think, th»t Cuftom which 
prevails apiong the /V^ar/&, the Right qf diflolving 
a^jok M4rri;!^es which they flr# pleafed t© {];ile un- 
equal, an4 thereby feparating two Perfons whom 
Love has united, and who, in the Prefence of the 
Deity, ha^e fwotw eternal Tendernefsto each other. 
- . C 5 This 
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This is a Species of Tyranny which is a Remnant 
pf thofe too exalted Privileges which the Romans 
extended heretofore to the Fathers of Families. 
Thefe Laws in favour of paternal Authority have 
drawn along with them great Inconveniencies, and 
by giving to the Heads of Houfes an abfolute Afcen- 
dance over their Families, have expofed many rea- 
fonable Beings to the Caprice of one. In vain the 
old Roman Lawyers fet up the Tendernefs of Fathers, 
as an Excufe for vefting in them this extravagant 
Power. Fathers, as well as their Children, are fub- 
je£fc to all the Paflions, and all the Frailties of hu- 
man Nature. How often do we fee them hate their 
Children without Reafon, and foolifhly diflipatethc 
Eftates which they ought to leave to them ? How 
often do we fee them facrifice their Families to their 
Ambition ? And how frequently may we difccrn in^ 
their Oppofition to their Families, in a certain Way, 
a fecret Jealoufy left their Children fliould be hap- 
pier than thtmfelves ? . 

I believe, my Friend, that the Duties between 

Barents and Children are reciprocal. This is the 

Sentiment of a French Poet *. Let me cite a couple 

of Verfes which he puts into the Mouth of a diftreft 

Son. 

O cruel Parents ! Are not your Rights ours ? 
The Ties of Duty, are not they too yours ? 
Thefe then fhou'd bind, or thofe fhou'd fure be void j 
Both muft fubfift, or both muft be deftroy'd. 

The Romans difcovered in the Efid how detri- 
mental to Society this too great Extent of paternal 
Authority really proved ; in confequence of this^ 
they reduced it into narrower Bounds, and todk 
away the Power over Life and Death. Alas ! how 

* Crebillon, in bis Tragedy ^Radamiftus ^WZenobia'.f 

great 
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great the Folly, to permit fo Ipng that a whole Fa- 
mily (hould be abandoned to the W^^^ ^^ ^ Angle 
Man,, who too frecj^uently made ajt> ill Ufe of his 
Pow^r? 

In order to have a. proper Idea of this wrong Uf« 
which Parents may make; of a Right over the Lives 
of their Offspring, we need only re-call to our 
Meniory that Cuftom which prevailed over the 
Gre€hj of expofing their Children. Where, in this 
Cafe, was that paternal Tendernefs fo boafted of by 
the. Lavryers ? What Strefs c^n be laid on a Dif- 
pofition which we fee may.be fo far difpenfed with 
as to facrifice the Life of a poor Child, purely to 
gratify Avarice or Ambition, by affording a larger 
Portion to a Child already brought up ? Do we not 
at this Day fee among the JSazarenes many Ex- 
amples of the H^rflmeTs of Parents ? How many 
haplefs Daughters acre facrificed in order to enrich 
an eld eft Son i They are without Pity condemned 
to perpetual Imprifonment, and under the fpecious 
Appellation of Nun^ languifli in Captivity dyring 
Life, Are not thefe, my Friend, moft fenfible 
Marks of paternal Tendernefs ? Can you, after 
this, think that ^he natural Affection of Men is a 
proper Foundation for Law, or that any Depen- 
dance caii be had on that innate Tendernefs which 
fome Declaimers have magnified with all the Pomp 
of Eloquence? 

I am confident, my dear Jacobs that a Law 
which fhould place Children intirely in the power of 
their F^^hers, would at lead be as unreafonable as 
a La^^which gave. Children a Power over their Fa- 
thers..^ Iji a well-regulated State, the Power of the 
one, ar)4 the Obedience of the other, ought to be 
fixed. Even the moft neceffary Laws ought to 
have Limits. ' I am convinced that the Head of a 
Family ought to have all the Authority neceflary to 

C 6 infjire 
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inipir;^ wkb Vktue, and to regulate the Manners of 
his Defcendants. But I can by no means agree, 
«bat if he iliould forget to be a Father^ he fhould 
ftill retain a Power of punifbing a Number of mno^ 
cent Perfons, to whom he imputes no Crkne, but 
the natural Defire of freeing themCrfves from an in- 
fupportable Yoke. 

When one confiders attentively the Reafons which 
generally induce Parents to crofe the Inclinations of 
their Cnildren in Carriage, one difcovers their 
Source either in Caprice or in Ambition. I have 
fhewn you, my Friend, that it is not juft to fubjc£fc 
many to the r ancy of one. I believe I have alfo 
oflEeredyou Reafons fufficient, to prove that Equality 
♦mongu Citizens contributes to the Good of Socie- 

?r. If to thefe, you will add the Reflexions of a 
htlofopher^ who not content with regarding all 
Mankind as Equals, fets a greater Price on the Sa- 
tisfaXion of the Mind than on ali the TreaAires of 
the Univerfe. All thefe things, I fay, cortfidered> 
J flatter myiyf you will not perfiftin cenfuringthat 
f)ccifion ctf the Nazarene Pontiffs, which folemnly 
declares, that Men have no Right to invalidate fuch 
<M^rriages as are contraded with the fcee Confent of 
botl^ Parties. 

Marriages founded in Affeflion arc the mod hap- 
py. Love, fays an Engl{fl) Author*, ought to have 
(hot its Roots deep, artd to have been well grown 
before we enter into that State, There is nothing 
which more nearly concerns the Peace of Mankind 
than the having a thorough Knowledge of thofe with 
whom they converfe. If this be fo, how ftrong a 
Reafon is it for a Hufband, being weli acquainted 
with the Qualities of a Woman with whom he is to 
pafs the reft of his Days ? It Is on his Choice in this 
fefpeft, that his Happinefs or Mifery for Life dc- 

f The Spea^tor, 
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pend. One may fay of Marriage what Virgil idlii 
of Hell J 

With mighty cafe, we downwards find the Way 
To HeH ; the Gates arc open Night and Day : 
But oh ! how hard and difficult to tread 
The Paths to heavenly Light lyhich upward lead \ 

But when once we are in, there is no Remedy left but 
Patience. How well ought we to examine an Ac- 
tion which hath fuch important Confequences,* and 
liow evidently unjuft to deprive a Man of his Liber- 
ty in refpeft to a Thing which fo nearly concerns 
liim ? When the Choice of a Hufband or Wife is 
left to Parents, they have nothing in view but the 
Bleffings and Advantages of this World ; whereas 
the Perfons, who are themfelves interefted, regard 
molHy perfonal Merit. The firft would procure all 
the Eafe and Pleafures of Life for the Pcrfon whofe 
Intereft they efpoufe, in hopes that in all Situations 
thefe Advantages may be ferviceable to them. Tfic 
• latter fix their Thoughts on a continual Blifs. 

You fee, my Friend, the different Sentiments 
whereon the Fathers of Families and their Ohildrexi 
aft. I leave you to judge which is mo|l reafonable* 
To me it appears, that SatisfaSion of Mind is o£ 
more Value than the Empire of th^ Univerfe, with 
Tefpefit to a Perfon who defires to live happy and at 
Eafe, The Turks have a much wifer Maxim in this 
refpeft than the French. They permit theit" Chil- 
dren to chufei if they think fit, from among their 
Slaves; they regard not in their Alliances either 
Riches or AjAbition, when Love ftands in the Way. 
The Jexvs^' on the contrary, refembie the Nazd-- 
renes^ who rejcft the Decifion of their Pontiffs; 
they even g6 farther, for they fettle the Fate of thchr 
Children, ih theijc Infancy. They central thenx 
I befojc 
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before they are at Years of Difcrctipn; and I .con* 
fefs, I know not how it comes to pafs, that our 
Brethren are not more unlucky in their Marriages 
than we generally obferve them to be, 

A Father, who forms a Project of marrying his 
Son on the mere Score of Intcreft, can he poflibly 
know any thing of the Humour or Charader of 
her he defigns for his Daughter-inJaw, when per- 
haps he is fcarce acquainted with herPerfon? In 
truth, my Friend, I cannot but blame thefe fort 
of Bargains, believing that Affe£lion, Tendpr^iefs 
and Sympathy are the proper Bands which tie in 
Marriage, 

I obferve in Francey and in many other Coun- 
tries, that a Peafant is much happier than a Man 
of fuperior Ranki becaufe the former may difpofe 
of his Heart as he pleafes j but the latter being a 
Slave to Birth, muft on that account ftifle his Af- 
fe&ion. The Examination of her Dignity mufl: 
precede all refpefl for her good Qualities in the Wo^ 
man to whom he inclines; and it muft be his firfl: 
Care not to derogate from his Nobility, in finding 
any thing amiable in a Perfon beneath him. jSo 
many Precautions muft render a M»n miferable. It 
is natural to avoid Conftraint j and therefore I have 
no Idea of an imaginary Advantage which deprives 
me of real ones. 

Great Men have always elevated themfelves on 
this head above the Vulgar of their Rank. When 
they have. found themfelves invaded by the Power 
of Love, they have not failed to marry as their 
Paffion direfted. They have never thought them- 
felves obliged to ftoop to ridiculous Cuftoms ; but 
"have raifed to an Equality, with themfelves, fuch as 
Love told them were worthy of that Elevation. One 
of the firft Monarchs of the World *, diftinguiflied 
* Peter Alcxowitz, Czar of Mofcovy. 

alike 
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^ike by the Extenfivenef? of his Genius and his 
Dominions, gave a Place on his Throne to a Wo- 
man of the meaneft Birth. His Glory was far from 
fufFering any Diminution thereby ; the World have- 
ing admired his Capacity as a Prince, contemplated 
his Gonduft with Pieafure, as the Head of his Fa- 
mily, and found nothing inconfiftent with that 
Grandeur he Aood pofleffed of, confidered in one 
Light, and the Tendernefs with which he had a£led 
in the other. ■ . ^ 

I have-infifted long enough, dlear 5r/% on this 
Subje'ft; I would by no means force you to adopt 
my Sentiments, if you judge them unreafo^able, but 
if what I have faid appears well founded, then I fhall 
imagine I have not done amifs in arguing againft 
your Opinion. Till then 1 ihall remain in a kind 
of Uncertainty. For though I can by no means ap- 
prove .placing a boundlefs Authority Ih Parents, yet 
I (hall be very diffident as to my own Judgment, iif 
1 find that a Perfon endowed with fa much Wit and 
good Senfe as you are, inclines to an oppofite Way 
of thinking. There are none but Pedants, and the 
Roman Pontiffs, who pretend to Infallibility* Phi- 
lofophers and Men of Senfe are always afraid of fal- 
ling into Errors. They are too well acquainted 
with the Weaknefe of human Underftanding not to 
be apprehenfiVe of tripping fometimes, in fpight of 
all their Care. Many have puflied their Modefty 
too far, and have- run into a kind of Pyrrhonifm 
to exprefs their Humility. I cannot help thinking 
it a little extraordinary, that Socrates fhould fay af- 
ter^ thirty Years Study, nat he knew only One Things 
which vfas^ that he knew Nothing *• methinks it 
was a long time tO: meditate, in order to be the Au« 
thor at laft of fuch a Saying. 

*. Jd unum fcWi fuod nihil /do* 

May 
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May jott, dtar BritOy live alwajrt contented and 

fetisfied. 

Hamburgh^ 

LETTER CXXVI. 

Isaac On is, Car ait e^ heretofore a Rahhi 
at ConftaiitiDOplc, to Aaron M q n - 

C £ C A. 

THE I/€tter, my dear Mdnceca^ which yow 
wrote me on the different Sefts of the Ndza^ 
tenes^hith indrned me to refle<a a little on thofe 
which formeriy div^ided the Religion of our An- 
tcftors. It ifeems to me that ther« is no ReMgion, 
whic^ once thoroughly eftabUfhed, does nor, at the 
fefne time that it Hioots its Roots downwards, 
demonftrate its Strength alfo, by ftriWn^ o«t its 
Branches upwards. In the Beginning thefe Sefts 
^re but a kind of Sprigs, or Sufckers; by degrees 
they fwell^ and at length aeqirire a Bignefe propor-* 
tionable tp the Trunk frotti whence they fprung. 
As they grow and gather Strength, ^yd^gr^ far- 
ther and farther from the Doctrines of their Mo- 
ther Church. l*he Chief 6f each Sed foi'me his 
Syftem but by little and little, and his- DIfcipks 
again add fnany Things theipeto. 
' It is always gradually, and Step bv ^kep, ' tltot In-* 
novators condcmB the pecetyed Reftgion. If^they 
Jat once ineddled ivfth ' Ftmdamentats, thfey S^o<iM- 
fright rather than per{iia<te Peopk* Th«rd^ is* i * 
Neceflity of preparing them, by fmailer Alterations^ 
for the Reception of Noveitkr of -a larger Size, 

Tte 
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The SaHmufiy at IhttrifirA Appesranoe, went nm 
further than the Caraites, of our Days. Th^ con- 
tented themfelvcs with rgefting the Traditions of 
the Ancients, and ftuck clofe to the written Law. 
The Pharifees^ a fort of Folks as fond heretofore o£ 
ChiniaeraS;as. xuf quondam Brethren the£abfoins artt 
at this Day, and zealous Maintainers of a thoufand. 
ridiculous Tradkions, weiie diredly oppoiite to the 
Sadducees* However, thus far the latter were in the 
rrght, and admitted nothing but what was reafona^ 
blc- But quickly after, the Love of Novelty, and 
the Pleafure of ftraying in Paths far from thofc of 
their Adverfaries, drew them into, unfuftainable No- 
tions. Of Caraites they became Infidels and Blaf^ 
phemers, and thereby gave their Enemies^ the Fki-^ 
rifedSy ds great Advantages over them as they theia- 
felves were poflfeflbd of in the Beginning. Thejf 
denied the Refurr6<3ion of the Body and the Exift- 
ehce .of Angds ; they mamtainod, that the Soul waa 
ffLortaT, and that theue was no fpidtual Being buC 
God alx»)e*« By this pernicious Syftem, they 
opened a Door to all Sozts of Crimes, the Fear of > 
Puniifaments, and the Hope of Rewards hereafter^ 
b^ing the Ties by which <x>niinon People aire bound 
to Virtue. It is true they did acknpwledge God ^ 
crciated the Univecfe, and that he governed it by 
bis Providence j but then they were of. Opinion, 
that he neither puniflie^ nor rewards^ iave in this 
World only. 

Let me intreat you, my Friend, to examine the 
feveral Sefls now fubfifting among the Nazar^nes^ 
and you will find them come very near in their Sen- 
timents to thofe which were formerly among the 
Jews. The &addiic£ts in yudea were what the Dc- 
ifts now ar^ at Faris, of \^hom you have writtlea 

* /pfeph. Antiquitat. lib. xviii, cap. a. & de Bello 
Judaico, lib. vi. cap. I2# 

me 
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me fo much formerly in yoar Letters^ and their Be- 
lief, as you muft obferve, nearly the fame*. I 
would not, however, pufh this Parallel too far, be- 
-caufe I know that the true Deifts, that is to fay, 
fuch as have a proper Veneration for the Divinity, 
do not reje<a the Doflrine of a future Stote f. 

But let us purfue this Parallel between the Jtvuijb 
and NazareneSeSts. That of die Pharifees ftill 
fubfifts, and is indeed become the Standard of Be- 
lief among the modern yews^ if we except my Bre- 
thren the Caraitesy and a few Samaritans ; for I 
look upon all fuch a& profefs themfelves Votaries to 
the Talmudy and the Traditions of the Rabbins, as 
Defcendants of the Pharifees. From the Deflruc- 
tion of the Temple this oedt^hath fwallowed up all 
the others. The Jews in general have unhappily 
received all its Reveries; fo that a thoufand ridicu«» 
lous Chimaeras, under the Name of Traditions^ 
have in a manner annulled the Holy Scriptures. 
5 I figh, dear Monceca^ in the Bittcrnefs of Soul^ 
whfen I consider, that except a fmall Number of 
Car ait es J all, our Nation have embraced the groffeft 
Err6rs. Their Religion, as it now ftands, is an E- 
difice built entirely on the Traditions of the Pha^- 
rifeesy and not at all on the Books of the Law. You 
are well enough acquainted with the Fiercenefs and 
Pride of thofe ancient Doctors. They looked up- 
on themfelves as infinitely more, holy than other 
People, and on this account feparated thepifelves 
from thofe whom they ftilcd Signers or profane Per- 
fons, with whom they would not fo much as eat or 
drink. It was from hence that they derived their 
Name of Pharifees^ which, as you know, comes 
from the Word Pharos^ which fignifies to feparate. 
They carried, however, their Point by their 'Hy- 
. ♦Tom, I. Let. 4, 

t See the Writings of the ^aron of Cherhuty. 
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pocrify in deceiving the People, who are generally 
the IXipes of fuch as put on an exterior Shew of 
San£iity* 

I find, my dear Monceca^ a niighty ftrong Re-^ 
fembtance between the old Pharifies and the modern 
Janfenijis^ as you paint them out. Thefe laft piqu^j 
themfelves exactly like the firft On their great Au-; 
fterity, and endeavour to diftinguifh themfelves by 
extraordinary, (hall I call them, or their odd Anions. 
They have the fame Veneration for their Aujiin^, 
that the Pharifies have for their Traditions, or their 
SuccefTors, the Rabbins, have at this Day for the 
Talmud. They are Cheats, Hypocrites, Impoftors, 
and know perfciSly well, efpecially thei Women 
amongft them, how to deceive the Populace by a fair 
Oudide. They make a mighty Parade of the Seve- 
rity of their Morals, which hinders not, however, 
their fuppofing the Epines^ the Hemorrhoijes^ She^ 
Saints y and th^ jihif£ .Paris a He-one. In on& 
word^ ;Lfind them but too like the Ph^rifees. u 

The Effines^ w&o < among the ancient Jews 
were perhaps the only true Obtferv«|s of the Law,, 
had Ot>inions vtry. different from thofe of the other 
Se&* They led a Life far more rigid, but at the 
fame time far more fage than any of their Country- 
men; but notwithftanding this, there was not a 
Spice of Hypocrify in their Conduct. They were 
Men truly virtuous, whcrfe Moderation and Self-de* 
nial muft appear exemplary, even in the fiyes of Phi- 
lofophers. It i? true they ran into fome very odd 
Doctrines. They admitted abfolute Predeftination, 
looked upon Man as a Slave, denied his Free-will, 
and left him no Liberty in >irs Adtions. They dif- 
fered alfo from /^^Pharifee$: about the great Articles 
of a future State and the Refurre£iion of the Dead. 
For tho* they believed the former^ they denied the latter^ 
maintaining J that Sfuls^ when they left their Bodies^ 

entered 
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entered infti^iy inu a St/rt€ ^f ImtfrnftaUtf^ r4nmfdng 
eternalfy ha^j or eternally mifefohky accordmg to their 
jt^ions here, without ever being joined again to their 
mvn^ or fo any ether Bedies *. 

There are mzny Nazarenos^ wbo maintain at^ 
this DajF the kft- mentioned Opi niofi» of the Bffines^ 
and wWo believe diere is no Purgaitory, niocwith-« 
ibn^hig what i» faid on that Mbjo^ by other 
Naxarenesn They fey, that when the Soul efcapes 
from the- Captivity it fuffcrs in the Body, k enter* 
into a State of eternal Happinefs or etsernal Mi^fery. 
There ape not a few who admit abfolute Predefti* 
Mation ; and in fbort, all who afse called Reibrmed 
Arou^houft Eur^ype, refcmblc in many ^cfjpeSU the 
Eff&nes. . 

There was yet atiother Se<2 ^mong: the; Jems^ 
who were ftiled the CcttUmfiative or Therafewta f*: 
Thofe who embraced their OpiiHonsy find, that ¥^ 
"Iras a Motion of the divine Love whkh tfaiiewthem 
into a fort of £nthuiiafn», -^t unlike that of thtr 
SacfharOes and the CorykMeSj in their Celebration 
of thei r My^rie^ among the ancient Pags^ns* Thir 
Fit lafted till tfeey feil into a kind of Cotitemplaiiofi, 
dtiring which they were in an Ecftafy. Thence-^ 
forward, they looked upon themfelves as raifed 
above other men. Thefe People often retired iota 
Defart^, leaving their Relations and Fiiends, m order 
to deliver themfelves up entir^y to feraphick Joys. 

It- w eftfy to find thrfe Theretptuta among the 
Myfiics of our Days. The Monks, who l^\^e the 
Wor4d and retire into Defarts, that they may hare 
nothing to difturb them in their Contemplation, 
refemble them ftronrfy. The Fanattcks, or the 
Enlightened, as they cali ^themfelves, are alio of this 

t * Prideau^s Coivne^oh. 
t Philo de vitH contemplativai p. 668. edit. Colon. 

^Caft. 
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Cjrfl. They believe, afs t\^^ People did, that thev 
>iave ifeceiVed tfhe Spirit in a faperttd«(if«rf Way; thit 
it entirely poflcffes them, thiet they a^ ^ided tsy it 
in all Thittgs, and con&qufifttly j^^ifiaA by it 

You fee, deal' Mo^ena^^ that I liad ftcd^on tb 
maintain there was fcarce a JSSwwf*wS«A^ lb which 
firigfef not be difcoveped foftiew^at df ^he Le^veh 
of feme one of thofe wWck » anciiaidy pitevaileH 
amdng* the Jhjss. \xk tbis'ttiainMr^ l>w G^wiions df 
Men^^ ftieceed^ eaeh other* After ^ beiMfg ^pi^il&Fibeil 
*)r a cei^takl Sjrac^ ef time, they again rttitr^y 'afltl 
find again new Partizans. - ^ ^* 

There was in Judea^ a Iktiebrfore thtt^Dcftruc- 
♦fon of that Kingdom, a ceitaiii Seft ^Mho cilted 
Chemletves Her^^ans^ and wtie todk Rffe from /&- 
*W/*f Great. This Seift fubfifta at this-D^ in all 
Courts. The Errors of thefe totifi&s m f^yrin^ 
hRndHy the Will of iheirfPHnee, artd in tWiAin^ 
that Party always in tbe right wbi<;h has -a hptrm 
Force on its* Side, i&r^ tollirwedtM^ Pi^iaciple fA 
hts own Pradite. Ji>fiphus ♦, b efel^bfated H^ftb^ 
f ian of our Nation, though tod mueh defpifisd* by i»s, 
informs ws, th^t this Prinee, to Ihafke iifs Court M 
the i?o;TZiw/i did many Things Wh*diw*#e #ite*orrf^ 
forbidden by, but^ wefe; dire^My* eentffttfy Id -fh* 
Spirit of our Laws. Na|yf h<^ dfgteaW fo^arfmirt 
the right Road, as to build TcmpttI anrf to ««*A 
Stitciesfor Wolati^ua Wbrfhip, whieh abominable 
Crimes he excofed by the ObUgatkm^ he ky under 
of keeping on good 'Perms Wkh the Romam. Hfi 
FoUowetsadbptcd^iiMfejiinw; and thu Cottrtlttfs^ 
thofe eternal Idolaters of a Monarch's FavotirJ « 
wcre^ aJteoffi to d Man of this Seift; wkieh was 
thoroil^iy defpifed by the more viituotis Jews^ 
and fs'^eVen now held in* Abominatien, notwk4i'- 
ftaotKng the Diftance of Time, by alt fifch as lk»n 

^ ^ ♦ Jofeph, Afttiq. life xv. ea^ 12. 
' ~ a true 
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a true ^nfe of Religion ; and prefer the Service of 
God to a vain and i|eeting.Glory^ See, my Friend, 
how a Nafcarene Ambot has tr^ted thefe iferodians. 
" I . believe they, were like Herody but h^M Jews ; 
^* Men who made Profj^ffion inde^ of that Keligi- 
^^ on, but could, uponOccafion, accommodate them- 
<< felves to the Pagan Idolatiy, and do whatever 
<< was demanded; of them. The Sadducecs^ who 
<^ believed there was no Life after this, ran almo^ 
^^ un^nsknoiidy. into that Opinion, infomuch ^t 
<< they came afteiwafds Iq -be co-founded with that 
« Sea*." 

One may, Monceca^ boldlv venture to affirm, 
that theBelief of the Prince determines that of hi^ 
Courtiers in general, and ijifluences in time that c^ 
his People. In efied, it is Aext to an Impoffibility 
that the Religion of. the Sovereign fliould npt im 
time deftroy and abforb the reft. Would it not 
have been uiflicient to have turned all France Pro- ^ 
teftants, if Hinry IV. had continued in that Reli- 
gion? Had it been fo, Lam perfuaded there would 
have been fe^r Papitts ia i^rix, thap there are 
now of the RefoiTDi^. ^ For it ,4s impoffible, that in 
the Courfe of four or five Qenerations, there ihould 
not in every Family be a Chief^ ^efirous of Ho- 
nours, Offices, and fuch-like Marks of Diflinaion. 
Ambition, in proportion, reigns equally among Great 
and Small. In order to make a Fortune eafily, * a 
Man muft be of the Religion of his Prince. This 
is an excellent Reafon in its Favour, and an Argu- 
ment very prevalent with the greateft Part of Man- 
Jtind. 

In order to demonftrate the Truth of this Fa£l, 
we need only confider what is become of the Popifh 
Religion in the North, and it will prefently con- 
vince US) that the Rdigion of the Prince will abfo- 

• PriV*tfi^;r's .Cpaiocfton, 

lutcly, 
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lately, in time, fwallow up the reft : If the Sue* 
ceflors of Herad had all of them thought as he did, 
the Jewijh Religion would foon have been half ex- 
tinguifh^. The Pharifies themfelves would have 
gone over to his Sed; knt they had too much Pride 
and Vanity not to defire a Share in the Royal Fa« 
vour^ Thofe who expreft a great deal of Zeal for 
an Opinion, are not the leaft likely to change itl 
I have feen many Nazanms who have writ with 
much Heat in Defence of a Dodrine which Intereft 
or Honours hath afterwards tonpted them to defert; 
while ignorant People, and Men of a middling Ca-^ 
pacity have fuiFered wkh invincible Conftancy in De- 
fence of their Behaviour. It is not very difficult to 
gain the Do&ors of the Swbonne^ in cafe it become 
neceflary to ^abliih any new Opinion in France. 
By the means of Benefices, ) the Sovereign has in his 
hand the Keys of the Clergy's Heart. If the Jan^ 
fenifts could obtain Preferments to the full Extent of 
their J)efires, they would certainly make lefs Noife 
than they do. But the MoUntfls take all, which 
will nevei^ bring both Parties to an Agreement. 

Mayeft thou enjoy, dear Monceati Health, Wealtii 
and Pro^rity. . 

Cair9. 



LETTER 
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L E TTE R CXXVH. 
Jacob Brito, ta Aaroit Moncfca* 

THE & tp qr fti tuMi q[ altmPMtikigurfej toy dear 
AiettrntOf p«i»fiieln3wiid#f.&8tciideiitSe« 
verity yfrinh -wbiefa oixr Fare£ttbers kepr the Sab- 
bath. There wat xTime wken that Soperftition 
ivas pdbed fe^ar, that the ^^10^9 bf atfotte Detica^ 
cy ot Confiaknoe, ckirft jiot cMsmI their Lives upoa 
that Datf. . I£ they were attacked, ckey n^v» 
futfcned theiiaiekea tor ho fitin than tbey^ wouU 
avokl 'it. by ReiftanGe. \la the Begiimbg o£ .th^ 
Wars vukdet Ae Maaudwgt, the Fo^ly and Ineon- 
VGnience of this Ccmdudt became inanifeft by its 
mifchievoHa CoAiequeiices. Men/ of Senie, who 
faw dearly that the divine La«r could not enjoin 
aD)r/t)iingappaBe|itI^ deftnudive of Society, decided^, 
that the fourth Commandment did iiott ^riiid the 
defending of their Lives when they were altaeked) 
^ or found themfelves in Danger. In thus explain* 
ing the Commandment, they certainly came nearer 
to its true Senfe; but ftill their Explication wanted 
Sc6pe. For after all, they imagined that they were 
only to refift in cafe of an Attack, and that even 
this Decifion did not give them a Power of im- 
peding any preparative Steps towards the Ruin of 
the Publick, or Deftruftion of any private Perfons ; 
but only a Permiflion to defend themfelves at the 
laif Extremity. Thus it fell out, that if the Jews 
were attacked upon the Sabbath-day, they made a vi- 
gorous Refiftancei but if they were befiegjed in a 

Town, 
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iPown, they did not think it lawful to hinder the 
raifmg of Mounts or of Batteries. They durft not 
fo much as mtkt a Sally in order to drive the Ene* 
Iny from an advantageous Poft, becaufe in this Cafe 
they would have been Aggreffors; and, except in a 
Point of the laft Extremity, they held it a Thing 
abfolutely unlawful to oppofe Force by Force. 

It was this faHc Delicacy, in a great Meafure, 
ivhich gave P-—*-- «« '^•^•^ort unity of taking the 
Temple. He the Nature of the Jftc;* 

ijh DifcipHne, and miteaa ot making Attacks on the 
Sabbatk-'Davs, he employed them entirely in per- 
fe^'ng his Works, in raifing Batteries, filling up 
Ditches and erefling Machines; from which Change 
of Condufl: he found all the good Effefts he could 
defire. His Soldiers did dteir Bufinefs fo well and fo 
commodiouily^ rfiat at length they fapped a great 
Tower, which falling, drew after it a confiderable 
Part of the Wall. T 
mounted and carried <Ji( 
Temple was taken and 
perftitton of thofe who 

Whatever our Rabbi^w ...^^ .^^, ...^ ««... 4r«vr»v*- 
€aj 1 ftatl never be brought to believe, that the Di- 
vinity can expert from Men a Compliance with % 
Law, hurtful or prejudicial to Society. The Light 
of Nature ihews us, that the Deitv intends the Hap- 
pinefs of Mankind, and that the Rules he has given 
us for- Tendency. We 

ought tl lelebration of the 

Sabbath hurtful & and fince 

from th< t has been adrflit- 

ted, that Refiftance in Cafes of extreme Neceility is 
lawful, we ought likewife to conclude, that we ^re 
perniitted to do any thing which may be needful on x 
that Day to prevent the Snares laid by our Enemies 
from taking Effed. 

Vgu IV. D The 
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The Nazarems a£l, in this refpeA, more wifely 
than the Jews, They have their Sabbath^0ay asi 
vrell as we, but they do not obferve that Day iaiuch, 
a Manner as to render it hurtful.. They do apt ap» 
prehend that the Service of God obliges them to per-^ 
mit, by a blameable Indolence, the Deftru£tion of 
his Temple and Altars. The Nazar4nii hy likewife,. 
that in certain Laws the Letter kills, but the Sptrit 
giveth Life; and that they are always t» be explained^ 
in fuch a rational manner, as that the Divine Com^ 
maads may coincide with the Meafures requifite for 
the publick Good. Neceflity may difpenfe with 
many thii^gs. It were to be wi&ed that our An*' 
ceftors had thought as reafonablyontheHead of the 
Sabbath, as our Brethren do in the Country where I 
live.. They are not circumcifedj they eat Fork, go- 
to the Naxarene Churches,* fing Vefpers, and if it 
beneceflary, fay Mafs ; yet remain neverthelefs good 
Jewi in their Mearts. Of what Ufe would a falfe 
and foolifli 2^al be, which would ferve 6nly^to ruin- 
entirely the Remains of our unfortunate Nation in 
thefe rarts ? I heartily difa^prove a fierce and hafigh- 
ty Behaviour on certain Occafions. It is more al- 
lowable to be a little negligent, or even to be ^want- 
ing to our Duty with refped to one Precept, than 
to hazard an Inability of fulfilling the reft. 

IVis not becaufe I have not a proper AdmiratioA 
of that Conikincy whkh appeared in the Behaviour 
of our Anceftorsr that I re^fon thus; I own I am^ 
ftruck with it: But what then? I cannot approve 
of it.. What Mortal Man but muft be aftgniflied, 
when. he confiders their Firmnefs? Jofephui afid 
other Hiftorians haye preferved a full Account there- 
of, ^and tranfmitted it to Pofterity. The Namrene. 
Authors do them all imaginable Juftice. See how 
an Englijb Writer fpeaks of the Condqft of our 
Forefathers at the time Pompey facked the Temple. 

" Dumg 
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*< During all this Diftrefs, fays he, amidft the Cries 
** and the Diforders naturally attending thefe Bar- 
•* barities, the Priefts ftill continued in the Temple, 
•' and ftill difcharged the Duties of their Fun<5hons ; 
•* they perfifted in them with wonderful Calmnefs 
** and Steddinefs of Mind, notwithftanding the 
*' Rage of their Enemies, and notwithftanding the 
** Anguifh of Soul they muft feel at feeing their 
** Relations and Friends die before their Eyes, chu- 
** fmg to fall by the Swords of their Enemies, who 
*' were now Mafters of all, rather than abandon 
•' the Service of their God. Many of them went 
*< to mingle their Blood with that of the Sacrifices 
•* which they offered, and by the Sword of the 
" Heafhens became Viftims to their Duty. Pom-^ 
" pey himfelf could not help admiring this Firm- 
*' nefs, this Confl^ncy, to which fcarce any Paral- 
•' lei can be found *." . 

Whatever Contempt other Nations may have for 
ours, I believe, I may affirm, piy. Friend, without 
Breach of Truth, that never any People gave more 
convincing Marks of Bravery than we have done in 
fighting againft our Enemies, or have fhewn greater 
Veneration for the Deity. It is true that we have 
fometimes failed; but who are thev to whom the 
fame Objeflion may not be made: For a Natiojt 
never to be deficient in any Point of Duty, we mull 
fuppofe it compofed of Men void of human Frailty. 
Where are they to be met with who have refitted 
fuch Perfecutions as we have felt, without finking ' 
under the Weight of their Misfortunes ? We how- 
ever remain uncrufhed. We have fuftained with a 
Patience worthy of the greateft Admiration, all the 
Punifliments that have been inflicted upon us. We 
are, as it were. Vagabonds throughout the Earthj^ 
profcribed in many Parts of the World, and forced tqt 
♦ Prideauic^s Conneftion. 

D 2 pay 



y Google 



52 The JfiwisH Spy. Let 127. 

pay for the very Air we breathe, in Places which af- 
ford us a Retreat : Evils, capable of deftroying even 
the Conftancy of a Stoick. Yet in the midft of 
thefe Piftrel&s, fcarce one in an Age can be found 
amongft us who abandons his Belief, and proves a 
Traitor to his God. 

The Nazarenes^ who blame without diftin£);ion all 
our ASions, even fuch as deferve the higheft Com- 
mendation, give the Name of Wrongheadednefs to 
our Conftancy, inftcad of doing J uftice to our Firm- 
nefs. Their Hatred tpward us makes them fo blind, 
that they make Crimes even of our Virtues. I fliould 
be glad if they would inform me, how that which in 
themfelves they ftile Grandeur of Soul and Fidelity to 
Providence, comes to be in us Obftinacy and Hard- 
ncfs of Heart? In^much as we are thoroughly per- 
fuade4 of the Truth of our Religion, and believe as. 
firnJy as they do> why are we more v/rongheaded 
than they I Obftinacy is that Vice which engage^ a 
Man to defend his Opinion, even after he is convin- 
ced of its Fallhood. But there cart be nothing more 
unworthy of an honeft Man than to change his Sen- 
timents-in religious Matters, purely out of Complai- 
fance. It is becoming like certain Idolaters in the 
InJieSf who make a 1 rade of their Religion in their 
Negotiations with the Nazarem MifSonaries; they 
abandon the Worfliip of their Idols while the Fathers 
furnilb them with a better Subfiftaijce than otherwife 
♦they could obtain ; but whenever they are turned out 
of their Pay, away they run to their W^oods, and 
to their falie Gods again. 

Confider, my dear Mlincecaj the feveral Sefts of 
&e i^oTUirenesy which have fprung up in the Space of 
feventeeh hundred Years, they are almofl: all extinft. 
One Age hath feen a'Religion riie and fall, which yet 
in its Day bad a Multitude of Partizaps. In this 
fpringing and decaying of Religion^, ours hath fuf- 

fered 
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fered no Diminution. I am perfuaded there are at 
this Day as many Jews fcattered over the Earth as 
there were in the World at the time of the laft De-^ 
ftrudion of Jerufalem by the Romans. It feems that 
Heaven is alike employed in multiplying them and 
their Misfortunes. If all the Jews who are in the 
Countries of the Great Moguls in Mufcovy^ in Twr- 
key^ in Africa^ and in the feveral Kingdoms of Eu^ 
rope,, were aflembled in one Country, I doubt whe- 
ther there would be a more numerous or a morejHiif- 
fant Nation in the Earth. This ftxall one Day hap- 
pen, dear Monceca^ when the long Captivity, under 
which we now languifh, fliall have its final Period. 
The Walls of Jerusalem fhall be rebuilt by her Chil- 
dren5 the Holy Temple again rcftorcd, and the Al- 
mighty worfliipped therein by his faithful Ifraelttesy 
in the fame manner as heretofore. Let the Naza- 
Titles then go on to boaft their own Profperity, and 
to upbraid us with our Misfortunes. He who hath 
brought us into this Slavery, and hath made us ftoop 
to the Yoke of thefe Nations, <:an deliver us when he 
pleafes, and when our Crimes ihall be expiated, then 
the Uazarenes fhall begin to feel the Punifhment of 
theirs. 

We may apply to our Enemies what an Englijh 
Governor once faid to a French General when Eng'^ 
land was deprived of Calais^ the laft of the numerous 
Conquefts it had made in France. The General 
afked the Governor pleafantly. When do you think you 
Jhall pafs the Water^ and ejiablijh yourfelves again 
beret That we Jhall do y replied the Governor grave- 
ly, whenever your Sins are greater than ours. If ^his 
Gentleman was right in his Conjei^ure^ then towards 
the latter End of the Reign of Lewis XIV. thc^ 
French were greater Sinners than the Englijh. It is 
true that Heaven at laft pardoned them, and their 
Enemies quickly pafled the Sea again. It fliall be, 
D 3 ilear 



y Google 



^4 ^^^ Jewish Spy, Let. 127. 

dear Monceca^ with the "Jews as with the Nazarenes ; 
whenever they become virtuous, God will put an 
End to their Sufferings. All the different Captivities 
that we have endured, are. but the Effefts of our 
Vices, and as thefe have not produced an Artiend- 
ment, God hath thought fit to continue our Afflic- 
tions, that he may change intirely our evil Inclina* 
tions, and render us worthy of being called by his 
Name. • The longer our Slavery lafts, the more a- 
greeable its End will be. In vain have the Nations 
confpired the Ruin o^ Ifrael\ their Projedts (hall be 
all difi^ppointed ; the Almighty fhall diflipate their 
dark Contrivances as the Wind drives Smoke away. 
When our Delivererfliall come tobr-eak our Oharns, 
the Earth (hall trenible at his Prefence, and King^ 
flrall fall down at his Feet ; he fhall Overcome atl 
Obftaclcs, and Sion fhall be rcf^ored, and becomfe 
tnore flourifhjng than of old. Happy! Happy! 
Monceca^ fhall the Jews be who fcali riien enjoy the 
Light of the Sun ; they fhall fee in on,e Day more 
Miracles done than have been hitherto wrought from, 
the Creation of the World. They fhall contem«- 
platc the Face of- the -moft augufl: Mejjiahy refplen- 
dent with Glory. Perhaps that Day is nearer than 
we imagine. The Deliverer of Ifrael may appear 
in an Inftant ; it is alfo poffible that happy Moment 
may be far off. God alone knows when itfcall come 
to pafs. Let us fubmit with all due refpeft to his De- 
crees. Let us ado^e his holy Providence, and let us 
be affured, that if he punifhes us, it is for our Good, 
and that in the End he may bring us to Glory. 

Klayeft thou enjoy thy Health, de^r Mmceta^ live ~ 
happily and content, and may the God of our Fa- 
thers grant thee Profperity iti all things. 

Lijbon. 
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LETTER GXXVm. 

Aarow- MoNCEC A, /^ Jacob Brito, 

I HAVE many times confidered what- it was 
which could render fome Nations (o much more 
a&ble than others. I am at length perfuaded^ that 
it is fimply Education ; ^and that it is purely the ln<» 
^nidkions we give Children tA their tender Years, 
wbick dctennmes their ftiture Tempei^ment, and 
infpimf them wilh that Folitcnefs* which is of fo 
f reat Confequeiice to Society; 

Some Authors, moderately fur»i(bed*wlth Un^ 
^rflanding, have maintiined, that thofe are the 
m<yft pdlilhed who<iwell in Countries fubje<% to ab- 
solute Monarchs ♦. If we may credit thefe Men, 
Sititaitty is a^kind of neceflaiy Confequence of Li- 
berc^r. They oompare the Potitenefe of the 'Fre^cb^ 
with that Quicknefs and Haughtinefsvifihk in the 
£ngU/hj and that plain natural B^raviour, which it 
the Chara^eriftick of the Dutei and Swlfs. But the 
Examples thefe Authors make afe of, in order to fu« 
ftaint^etr 'Opihions, are abfobitely dcAroved by o* 
thers^; which very plainly ppove, chat 4fhe Liberty of 
a Nation does not at all prejudice AflFability, or 
Complaifante. The Gr/^^5*and Ronmns^ while their 
feveral Republicks were in the greateft Splendor^ 

. * ^tijomimgji other 4hings^tjttXKU{^TUtli(/itaTM^ 
Jmdtto be ^written by Mr. Muralt. 
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were tbe Peopk in the World the moft civilised, the 
moft polite; while the Perfiam and the Parthians^ 
Slaves to abfolute Princes^ were confideced a& Bar- 
barians. 

If we compare the Affability of the Vimtuofs with 
the unmannerly Behaviour of tlie Twksi we ihall 
readily agree, that defpoticlc Government is fer 
enough from infpirins Politenefs; we muft look 
therefore for this Ca>ife fomewhere elfe, than in ei* 
ther Submiffion or Liberty. For as we fee, that 
fome free People have little Complaifance, and that 
under deipotick Governments there may befool 
fome who have lefs ; and as it is certain, that tbe 
Mufcgvitet were heretofore the moft reftiff and the 
moft brutal of all People, at the very time that tbejr 
were abfolutely Slaves ; we muft acknowledge that 
tbe Jdea we are apt to form of a Ferockv^rifing 
from a Spirit of Xiboty, is not at all foundea in Rea* 
fon, but in Prejudice: Whereforeive ought to con* 
tinue our Search. ; 

I think, and that with reafon, dear Brka^ that 
Education is the ruling Motive in moft of the Ae« 
tions of Mankind; they have been o^ore or lefs' 
tractable, according^ as thejr have' been more or lefs 
cultivated in their Youth; When they have heen 
taught early to render tbemfelves fociabje, to bend 
their Tempers, and to accommodate their Wills tCf 
thofe of others, it grows into a Cuftom, and they 
become infenfibly complaifant without thinking of 
being fo. In (hort, Habk is to fliem a (econd 
Nature* But when, on the contrary, they are 
brought up in a full Gratification of their Paffions» 
and allowed to follow blindly their own Humours, 
their Temper becomes more and more reftive, and 
they grow the more and more impertinent as they 
.grow in Years^ the Nature of the Qovemment 

' they 



y Google 



LeM28. ^be Jewish Spy* 57 

they live under, neither abating nor encreaflng the 
Ilufttcity of their Manners. 

The Mujiovites arc, not become more fubmiiSve 
/within thefe twenty Years, and they are become 
more polite. Peter Alexowitz found the Secret of 
polifliing their Mafiners and aboIi(hing their ill Cuf- 
toms, without making them Slaves. He made them 
more fociable, by obliging them to educate their 
Children in a proper manner. The Mufcovite Court 
diflers as much from what it v^s twenty Years ago, 
as the Court of France differs from that of Con/ian^ 
iimple'y and yet I look upon thefe Courts as Anti- 
pocles to each other in this refped^. 

The Mufcffuius were heretofore lefs polifhed and 
k& affable than the Turks j abfotutely ignorant ofthe 
Laws of Civility, and very moderately (killed in 
thofe of Nations. The Character of Ambaffadcrr 
Was fcarce enough confidered amongft them to pre- 
ferve him who ' bore it from Indignities. fVicqtU-' 
fort^ in his Treatife of the Ambaffador and his 
Funftions,: fpeaks of them in thefe Terms : 

<* The Mufcovites are void of good Manners, 
*f barbarous and brutal ; and though Birth makes fome 
** DtAin£tion between the better and the meaneft 
M' Sort of them, yet are they all Slaves to the Czar, 
^^ and through a bafe and ferviie Education one fees 
**, nothidgi amongft them, which is not low, ftupid 
•* and . clowoifli. The Czar, or Grand Duke, 
^^ takest upon: himlelf the Expences of allAmbaffa- 
** dors« as .ibon as they enter his Dominions, and 
^' continues to defray them fo long as they remain 
^* iit.tfaein; but then- this Ktndnefs, Honour, or 
^^ fAaitsisT you will call it, is accompanied with a 
** iLind^of beaftly Arrogance. For, Avhereas in all 
•* other Courts the Mafter of the Ceremonies, or 
^^ Introdu&or of Ambafladbrs, does all Civilities 
^ to publick Minifters,. and gives them the Place 
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•''of Honour in their Houfes, ,in the Name of his 
** Mafter; the Mufcovite Priftave does his utmoft 
*' to make himfelf Mafter of that Place, avoids 
•* lighting from his Horfe till the Minifter is aftually 
*' difmounted, throws himfelf firft into a Coach or 
*' into a Sledge ; and, in fliort, behaves with the ut- 
*' moft Saucinefs upon all Occafions. There are feve- 
*' ral Defcriptions of this Court, and its Formalities, 
*' Amongft others, a moft impertinent one in the 
*' Account of the Embaffy'fent by the Duke of 
*' Holftein Gottorb thither, and into Perfta in th^ 
*^ Year 1 633. fcut I do not remember any, in 
'* which this Nation is fet in a better light, than in 
*' that which we have of the Earl of Carlijle^ who 
^' went thither on the Part of the King of Great- 
'* Britain^ iii the fame Year. 

" The Priftave, who received^ him at ArchangeU 
*' took the Hand of the Ambaffador, and would 
" not yield up that Point, till the Governor of 
** the Town direfted him to comply with the 
*' Earl's Defire; who was a Man of Spirit, and 
'^ would not fuffer any Injury to be done to the 
^* King his Mafter. They fixed the Day on 
" which he w^s to make his Entry into Mofcowi. 
*' He. was ort Horfeback, and after he had rodfc. 
" above half a League, they told him it muft be. 
'^ put off until the next Day, and obliged him to 
" take up his Lodgings in a pitiful Village. The 
*;• Anibafiador ftiewed not a little Refentmentj he 
*' even wrote to the Czar upon it in very ftrong , 
*^ Terms: But this fignified nothing, they gave 
** him no Satisfaftion, either on this Account, or 
" on the Errand on which became. Nay, on a 
<' certain Occafion, in which they ought to have 
*^ done him the higheft Honours, they took an Op- 
"V portunity to ofFer him the moft outrageous Infult 
^^ The Czar invited him to Dinner, but caufed 
^ 44 him 
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«' him to be placed at a feparate Table, at a greater 
'« Diftwce from hijs own th^n that at which his 
•'^ Bojars fate, l;eho are in fa<ft his Slaves, who 
<« were plated on the right Hand, while the Am- 
^' fcrffador fate on the left. At length he took his 
«' Leave, fp little fatisfied with the Court, that he 
** rcfufed the Prefents which were offered him, and 
^< -expreffed his Refentment in fuch Terms, that the 
** Czar fent an.exprefs Embafly to complain of him 
^« to the King his Mafter ♦/* 

Though this Paffage is fomewhat long, yet am I 
p^rfuaded, my dear Bnto^ you will not find it 
tedious. It proves indubitably, that the moft ftib- 
miffive People in the World, may be at thefan;ie 
time exceeding brutal; and it gives us likewife. a 
ivery juft Idea of the Manners and Cuftoms pf 
the Mufcovites. It is true^ ,that yrithin ,thefe fiw 
Years ' great Changes have been made ampiigft 
them ; but after all, there are many things in thqir 
Manners that want Correftiop, and to Tkpe .it 
muft be left to compleat what Petir Jlexowitz h^as 
begun. After ^1, to him will be owing the, toul 
<3hange of a People fo iavstge and fp defe(Stivein 
l^oint of Civility. 

' I *have been informed by the Chevalier Maifix^^ 
'when I was at P^r/x, that he went often to the Inn 
at Toulon^ where the young Mufcovites boarded, 
•whom, the Czar fent thither to learn the Arts of 
^Navigation and Ship-building j they ferved at that 
<ttme in the Marines. When they firft c^me to 
that Pl^e, there was hardly a Daj paft over their 
'•Heads but they boxed, and were fometimes ready 
to draw their Knives about who Ibould have the 

*' Wicquefort de I'Ambafladei^r, lib. ,i\ ^§ jcv^i. 
'p. 476. ' 
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firft Cut of the Meat* TJiicy looked jnore Vkt 
Bears Whelps hal£ licked, tlian.Mein. Hoi^eitef, 
by degrees they loft ail. their, ill Iiabits,^d re- 
turned into their awn Countries as poliihed and as 
well bred, as if they bad beeo boxn m iha Heart pf 
Europe. •'■ 'y,u_. f. :....:: 

The Strangers who have gone over mta Msfcovy^ 
have done infinite Service in that Country. Be- 
fides .propagating the Arts, they havca ihewn. the 
People the Abfurdity'of their ola Cuftoms. I look 
upoi) the /r^n^A and Germans fettled, there,: as fo 
many Miffionaries employed in teaching them 
Hutfianitys and who do infinitely grcafcr^rvke, 
than tbo^ do who run to the E^zxid Wefi.-^In£eSf 
merely to extend the Power of the Pope. The 
firft .Ditty of Men, next to that of worftiipping 
the Deity, is miniftring to the Wants of tbor 
Fellow-Creatures. He muft have\very little Cha- 
rity in his Nature, who does not rejoice at hear- 
ing 6f 2t whole Nation being brought to their 
Senfes. Though I am a Jew, I take Part in the eood 
Fortune of Mankind; and when I under&nd, 
that a Man travels to augment it| I look Upon 
him as an Hero. The World is the Country of 
a Philofopher, he ought to be afliamed of that 
mean and bafe Je^ufy, which conftitutes what 
is called National Prejudice. I wifh with all jny 
Heart, that the Sw//} r ranknefs, the good Senfeof 
%ht Dutch^ French Wit, and EngUJh Penetration, 
were dtft'ufed through the whole human Species i 
they would not indeed after all this, be Jews^ but 
they would be worthy of becoming Aich,. sind I 
Ihould, willingly acknowledge them my^ediren. 
You fee, my dear BritOy my Sentiments, with 
refped; to the Mafa of Mankinds I do not kaow 
whetker you wiU approve them; but rfa^cy you 
-• i .,J:, • - -v. . - ' ■• ^ - ■■ ■ arc 
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are {o muoh Aboire all Prqadice, that you cannot 
but low Vutue'whelrever k appears. 

I > go, from hence the iirft of next Month, in 

•order to piais fome Time in England. I have aU 
ready iwntten to J^r^my Cojia^ to hire fbr me an 
Apartment in fome quiet Part of the City. It has 
besa always my Care, throughout my Travels, to 
lodge in rlaees where, when I thought proper, I 
might indulge Meditation, without Danger of beii^ 
difturbed. In ail great Cities, and efpecially in P«- 

, ris and London^ a Man who applies himfelr to Stu* 
dy^ ought to be as careful in his Choice of a Lodg« 
ing, as a Man about to marry is in that of his Wife ; 
ai^ for the fame Reafon, his Tranquillity depending 
on his Choice. It is true, that in Ftmui or in £^- 
lanif One may eafier change one's Houfe than one's 
Wife ; but after all, when one is once iixed^ re* 
moving is very troublefome. 

I mufl acknowledge to you, my Friend, that 
Change is taroublefome to me in all things. I main- 
tain a perfe£t' Uniformity in my Conduct, and my 
MsAmer of Life is entirely oppdite to that of fome 
other Perfons, who pafs their Days in a fort of con- 
timied Agitation. I have often pitied at Paris, a 
NuilAer of /V/ikA People who were everlaftinglyin 
a Hurry^ and who feemcd to me as uneafy as if 
tfa^haid been in a Place befieged. 

To bx the Truth, an Itch of Change, and a 
Paffion for Novelty, are not unlike Pofleffions ; I 

' mean thofe, which the Vulgar apprehend come 
fifom the Devil. There are more philofopbicgl 
Reafonings neceflary to cure a Brain thus turned, 
than Drops of holy Water to a Nazarene Pridft, 
who would drive JJhtarotb or Bdial out of a Body, 
in which Aey^ay in Garrifon. After all> it fre- 

. qoemly happens, ^at philofopbical Arguments do^ 
no more good in one Cafe, than ecclefi&ical Cere- 
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anionics in the other ; fo that both-Maladies rehiam 
incurable. This Cal^s common at Pansj where 
one iialf of the Smarts arei as thorougHy iixed to 
their >Follies, as the Covulfionrfts are to their Dif- 
eafes. You will be aftoniflied^ "my <iear BritOi iit 
feeing me treat thefe People lilce Dertioniacks ; but 
to-fpeak fincerdy, I do not know what clfe to call 
:them. What Name can one give to a ^Sett of Peo- 
ple, who commit all forts of Extravagancies with an 
Air of Myftcry. You will fay, perhaps, that if the 
thing'befo, I call tbofe^emoniacks who ought to 
be called Cheats and Impoftors. It may he fo. I 
leav« it entirely to you to decide thatQueftion. 

May God gratit you, dear Brito, Health, 'Con- 
tent and'Happinefs. 

Hehnburgh. ' 



LET T:^ R CXXIX 

J^ AilON MONC EC^ to Is A.AC On Jl^ 

CaraiiCi formerfy .a Rabbi 4U iCmiflsia- 

tinople. . -. : 

fX^HEKE IS iK>thing roioe^ disputed, tthanthtt 
\ Pre£^reiM«.^hich ought' to .be jgivcn t^ dfche 
^^4^9W^ fov^Hei^niPrinoes diftkiguifbed hv^kmx 
4y ictues ^ ;and it fetmsa Thing not yet poodod 
A^jioTe Nanae^, ihoutd ftand firft in tkia iLiBu d^r 
^jwy Par^j 4^ar. Ifaac^ J. know aqne-fo worthy nof 
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if they h^ many good Qualities, have alfo had 
many bad ones ; and there is not one amongft them 
'who has not tarniflied the'Luftre of his Virtues, 
not only by a light Fault, but by feme confidcrablc 
Excefs, incompatible with Humanity and the Cha^ 
rafter of a Man of Worth, You may not, perhaps, 
have refleiled thoroughly upon this Bubjeft, I will 
therefore give you evident Proofs in Support of my 
Opinion, by running over all the Heroes of Anti- 
quity, glancing alfo a little on the Moderns. 

If we go as high as the fabulous Times and the 
Siegfe of 3r^, and take upon us to examine the 
Heroes of Horner^ we ihall find them a Company 
of hair-brained, proud, cunning, or perjured Per- 
fons. jlchilles is a head-ftrong Creature, who fuf- 
fers half the Gr^^ii to be Icnocked of the head to 
nopurpofe; fo great a Brute that he outrages the 
Corpfe of HeSfory whofe Valour he ought to have 
honoured: None but mean and bafe Minds infult 
over a vanquifhed Enemy. Agamemmn was the 
Hangman of his Family, ne fajrificed iiis Daughter 
to his own Ambition. Ajax is a Madman, Vl^es 
a Cheat, Tehmenes the Murderer of his "Son. In 
Ihort, without doing the lead Injury to thefe an-» 
ci^rit Heroes, we may fafely iay, that the very beft 
of them could not be ftiled a Man of Probity. 

But, without dwelling upon thefe Times of Fic» 
tion, kt us look a littJe into the Conducft of the^ 
greateft Monarchs in the Univerfe. What Crimes 
^id not Alexander the Great commit in the Haft 
Years of his Life ? What is there grofa or abb- 
niiinable, mto which he did not runf He*butchered 
his Friends with^his own Hand, he caufed 'his 'beft 
Captains to be put to death, he :gave hitnfelf up 
to urinking and Debauchery; ar5 many a Map 
has been broke upon the Wheel, for a lefs horri'd 
Murder than that of Clytas. I* do iiot -kn6W, 

whether 
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whether I ought to put Marius nndSyUac ihto the 
Rank of Sovereigns v but this I know^^.fliattv^hile 
they were at^the Head of the Raman Hepiiblick, 
they committed more V illanies. Robberies and Mur-^ 
.ders^ than were ever perpetrated by xh^MiqueUts 
in Cataknia^ or the Camifirs in Firance* i 

Pompey and Cafar were two Uiuftfious Highway- 
meOy wno dtfputed for a long time which ihould 
have die Honour of robbing his Country. Both 
abufed the Powers granted them by the Republick, 
and whatever pompous Titles their Partizans might 
give them, it is impoiEble for us to confider them 
in any other Light than as Deftroyers of their 
Country^ The One thought of enflaving it, under 
the Pretence^ of defending it^ the other pretended 
a Right to . ity in revenge for the injuries done - 
him. 

An^Hfy JugufiuSy and LepiduSy ma^e the Earth 
and the Sea bluih, by their bloojjy Profcriptions. 
I look upon them as three Knights of the Road, 
who, on the Death of their Captain, fhared his 
Booty among them, and a little after fell ja quar- 
relling, amongft themfelves. It is true, that Ju' 
guflus in the Jatter Part of his Life behaved well; 
but had he been a private-'Man, he would have been 
hanged many a fair Day before his Penitence ap- 
peared. Thtt .Nazarenes have a Proverb, When the 
Devil grew eldy be turned Hermit: This was his 
Chara£tertoaHair. ^ 

Let us now quit thp Heroes of Antiquity, and 
coque to thofe of later Times; v among whom, I 
own, we (hall find Men of greater Worth ; but none 
of them without their Faults^ and thofe very confi- 
^eraUe ones too. 

Francis^ the firft King of Franccy had a thoulaA j 
Virtues. He was good, generous, fmcere^; but 
with all thc& gpod Qiialtties he was certainly ialft 

to 
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to his Word, after hei^ras delivered from his Cap- 
tivity- in Spam^ and paid for that Time the £m-* 
peror CbaAes the Vth in the Coin which he had 
4nore than once.rciceived. That gceat Emperor, 
withal his VirtQcs^ could not boaft of mtidi Sin* 
cerity, and his greateft Admirers miift allow, this 
conniderable Dei^iency. 

Times within our Memory have produced four 
Heroes of different Virtues^ all of diem endowed 
with great good Qualities, which each of them 
fullied hy fome notable Defe£b9r. 

The firft of thefe Heroes is fFiJliam the Third, 
King of Gnat'Britainy who had without doubt ve- 
ry (hining Properties, which would have appeared 
lu>wever brighter in the Eves of Pofterity^ ami have 
1)een more confidered by Men of true good Sfnfe, 
if he had never contributed to the deSironing htt 
Father-in law. What does the World iay of » 
Man who lays his Hands on his JFather's G6od8^ 
and' obliges nimxo run about in a miferabl&Man^. 
ner, begging his Bread ? i 

Ltmi the XlVth is the fecond of theie Heroes. 
He was good-natured, magnificent, hated Cruel^, . 
loved learned Men, and encouraged the Arts an^ 
Sciences, fo as to render them nouriihing in his 
Dominions. His Enemies continually objeffced 
his exorUtant Ambition; and yet it is not dtf« 
£cuk to' juftifV him upon that Head, at.leait to 
excufe him. He had good Reafons for poniihiaff 
the Spamardsy who, for a long Series of Tim6, had 
endeavoured the Deftrudion of France. If he ag« 
grandized his Kingdom, nothing can be plaiqeiv 
than that in augmenting his proper Glory, lie 
augmented alfo the Good of his reople. Ifis Am« 
bition »id -his "Conquefts, therefore, may be well 
enough, approved. In^ihoi^, he had equalled Htnry 
the iVtH^'^had he iiever'takea thQ Advicr of tjhie. 

JefuitS| 
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•Jefirits, dr fet his Eyes 6n MaAam Mmtefptm. To 
take a Woman away from her Hufl^and, ^d to be 
fo for governed by Priefts, as to drive out 6f his 
Oommions by their Advice People to whom the 
•Houfe o^ Bourbon had "infinite Obligations, rendered 
*k nectary -for Lewis the KlVth to have all the 
great Qualities he ftc , from preventing, 

firs Fame from being yed by thofe two 

moft remarkable Slips in his Conduft. 

I know Tcry well, my dear Ifaac^ that fhe Po- 
liticians excufe the BaniJhment of the Reformed, 
hy the Neceffity there was of having but one 'Re- 
ligion in France^ ir '^^'^^ ^^ -a^i>r./v» ;*o Tranquil*- 
^ky on/ a' firm Baf thefe Keaj^ 

fbns have\a great yw^ev'er, in 

exiling the . Protef ^^eceffity of 

Slaving recourfe to i Proferip^ 

*ions, as ever renc 'antou^. J 

own too, that it is [IV tH wafe 

Ttitally igriorartt ol and th^ 

being as Jie .was of , he would 

undoubtedly have :nown anjr 

thing of the matter, cur, granting tnis, he was 
ftill refponfible ; btcaufe he was fo weak as to give 
iiimfelf .up to the pernicious Counfels- of Monks an,4 
•Devotees.' ■ '-»■-•'_ ■" • .'s.'-:i.. .'.••• : 

• The Charafter of the late Ciar Peter the Firft 
, is, properly (peaking, a' Mixture pf Magnanimity 

and Cruelty, of Virtues and Vices. ' Let" the World 
fay what they Tvill of his Glory, 1 fhall never be 
•brought tp believe^ that his intraftable Fiercenefe 
«was a Virt4ie, or that a Father ought to reckoA 
•among his iUuftrious Aftions the Death of his 
"Soh. ■■• " '■ ■ * ' ■'' / ' " ■ ' ^'' ' '■' '. • ; 

Charles the- Xllth bf Sweden \zi a furpriiing 
Courage, and with it a Mukitudc of other greal 
Qualities \ but he puflied his Revenge to Extre- 

♦ ^ mityj 
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fnity 5 and perhaps Gofl himfelf, by that Chain of 
Evils which followed after the Battle t)f P^^wflr, 
punifhcd in this World his Cruelty towards Pathtl^ 
which was the more inexcufable, conftdcrmg the 
Charafler with which he was cloathed. 

All thefe Heroes of whom I h^e been fpeaking, 
and whofe CharatSbers I have ventured to examint^^ 
iXjuft be at leaft allowed to have tarnifhed the Luftrc 
of their Virtues, by capital Errors. Henry the IVth 
had' no Failings, but fuch as are incident to human 
Nature. He vanquifhed his Enemies, and as, focii 
as he had done fo, he generoufly forgave them 
whatever they had done amifs. He conquered 
himfelf his own Kingdom, ^nd made War only 
to recover what was juftly his Due, and to drivi 
out thofe Enemies who came to attack iiim in hh 
own Dominions, and to foment Troubles and Di* 
vifions among his Subjefts. He was the Father of 
his People ; the Widow and the O^haa always 
found an ^fylum at the Foot of his Throne. He 
loved Women, but not like Lewis the XlVth. He 
was in that fo good and fo perfeft, that if in the 
Tinies 6f Idolatry, when illuftrious Princes were 
ranked artiongft the Gods, he had been there placed,* 
I believe I mould have wajited an extraordinary 
Meafufe of divine Grace, to hinder me from en- 
tering die Temple of Henry the IVth, and burning 
Incenfe on his Altar. 

France is at this Day governed by a Prince, who 
may perhaps one Day riyal the greateft King of 
hw Race, He has already (hewn us Good-nature^ 
Generofity, Clemency and Difcretion, almoft be- 
yond Comparifon ; fo many good Qualities ought 
furely to be confidered as an Earneft, that other 
.Virtues (hall appear when Occafion calls them 
forth. 

The 
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The Nazarenes have a Cuftom of praying de- 
voutly in their Churches for the Safety of their 
King. They intreat Providence daily to prcferve 
him and renoer him profperous. Who could have 
Imagined, all this conii<'ered, that the beft King in 
the World fhould be aiTaffinated in the midft of his 
People, to whom he was a common Parent? O 
ilrange ^ O haplefs Inftance of the Folly and Fren- 
zies of Men ! Lewis the Xlth met with few Rebels 
amongft his Subjects. Henry the IV (h found a- 
snonglt them Enemies tb6 moft cruel. 

The beft Kin^s have feldom met' with proper 
Returns from their People. It feems as if Severity 
was the fole Method whereby Fear and Reverence 
can be imprefied on the Crouds mean and fervile 
Creatures, whom only a rigid and inflexible Admi- 
niftration can govern. The Kindnefs and Clemency 
of the prefent King of France^ hath fervid bnt ta 
increafe the Fiercenefs of the MoUniJ^Sj and the 
Malignity of the Janfenifls. Confident of f mpunity, 
they nave from time to time committed t)ie m6St 
unpardonable Offences. 

. It is not long fince a Prelate, y^hofe^^ame is 
Z^/tf« *, who nad been ajefuit before his Pro- 
motion to that Rank, compofed a Book, intituled. 
An Jnjwer to the Anecdotes on the ConftUution Uni" 
genitus. In this Piece, in refuting the Sentiments 
of the Janjenj/fs J he has run into the mqft outra- 
geous InvcAives againft Perfons the mbft vjcnerable; 
and not contented even with this, hath treated very 
unadvifedly of the Rights and Privileges of the- 
Kingdom. The King was content with fimplv 
con<femning the Books, forbidding the Sale thereofi 
and direfling, that all who were poflefled of Copies, 
fiiould bring them to Perfons who were appointed to 

• Bifliop of Stfteron. 
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that End, by an Arret of Council. Without quc- 
ffion, my Friend, vou apprehend that the Prelate, 
ftruckwith theKindnefs and Clemency of his Prince, 
hath ever fince behaved with more Caution. Nothing 
like it. Some Months after the Condemnation of 
his Work, he publiflied a Sequel, written in the 
very fame Spirit j this was again condemned ty 
another Arret of CounciL W^ugre all this, our 
Prelate is again at work, and will, in all Probabili- 
ty, pubUfli another Volume by way of Continuation 
to the Anecdotes. 

To fay the Truth, dear IfaaCj Subjeils are fome* 
times apt to abufe the Good-nature and CompaiEon 
of their Princes. There is not, in my Opinion, 
anv BMdnefs equal to that of fome Ecclefiafticks. 
Tney will foraetimcs undertake the moft extra- 
vagant Thin^. That Coiifideration, which they 
think is due to their Character, gives them Spirit 
enough to underuke any thing, infomuch that 
they execute' with Affurance what other People 
'^ would not fo much as fufFer to enter into their 
Heads. One may fafely fay, my Friend, that in 
aU Religions the greateft Happinefi which can po£- 
fibly attend the Society, is to have Men of Wif- 
dom and of peaceable Difpofitions for their Priefis. 
EcclefiafHcks are in States what Emeticks are ia 
Medicine ; nothing more ufeful when applied pro- 
perly^ nothing fo datigerous when adminiftred mal" 
a-propos. A Prelate of Probity, an honeft Parfon, 
a prudent Minifter of any Church, a virtuous Rab- 
bi, are ineftimable Treaiures. But what Mifchiefs 
do they occafion when thefe People give themfelves 
up to work Evil f 

Mayeft thou, dear Ifaacy enjoy Content, Happi- 
nefs and Satisfaflion, as long as thou enjoyeft Life. 

HoTnburgB. 

P. S. 
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P.S. It is proper that I fhould take notice here 
of aTbing whicK will be thought ridiculous by fuch 
only as know not the mighty Impreffion which the 
Aflions of truly great Men ftamp on Hearts fin- 
eerely addifled to Virtue, I Have twenty times> 
when paffing the P^nt-neuf at Paris in the Nighr^ 
on feeing his Statue, felt fo affe<Sing a Remembrance 
of the rare Qualities of Henry IV, that I could not 
avoid goiog up to the Iron Rails, and kiffing them 
wit;h infinite Refpeft. I muft top own, that once 
6r twice I have burft there into Tears. I know 
there are fome People who will call iliis FoUy, but 
I muft tell them that I defpife alike their Cenfure 
and their Approbation. The Defendants of thofc 
who reach^ the Knife to that, auguft Monarch's! 
Breaft, can have no Idea of the Senfe tioddft People 
have of his Fate. The Difference between them 
send me is this ; I falute, with proper Refpted,; die 
Statue of a great and good King, while they fuper- 
ftitioufly, and with a nlly Veneration,^ kifs the Re-_ 
licks of fome doting Monk or canting. Hypocrite. ' * 

L E T T E R CXXX. 
Jacob Brito, /« Aaron Monceca. 

IT is fome Time, my dear Moneeca^ fince I left 
off fpeaking to you of the Manners and Cuftoms 
of t\it zifvcitnt Egyptians : But I am now going to 
communicate to you what I have obfervpd moft 
curious in their Tombs. I have examined many, 
and in all have met with what abundantly &tisfied 
my Curiofity« 
. There 
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There lies ftretched on the Ranks of the Nik, a. 
faady Plainy which is, aa it wene^ ihe ^neral Bu<i- 
lyifig'place of thiSi NatiM. k is firil ot Se^lchrcs^. 
many of which have heeoi opened. Tbere are found. 
in moft of them Mummiea in Chefts or Cofins^ 
whidi are fHll intire. Near thefe Cofins are {at" 
c^uently fottiid the Images of thofe Gods^to whom,, 
while Itving, the Peribn was moft devo^. . Theao^ 
is evid^dy derived a Cuftom araongft tb» Tsntf ,. 
of having certain Sentences out of the Alcdfaa if^>, 
terred with them,, as alfo that pra£kifed by fbme fi^ 
pciQitioi^ Nazarausj of having the Images of their 
ratrons buried with them : Thus yoa fee tins vain, 
^id fiU^ Notion ict far from bein^ new. Afte^ this 
manner Superftition is perpetuated, and one Religion 
adopts the Chimseras and Paerilittes of asbother. 

The Method in ufe among fomeof the Nazarena^. 
of placmg in their Churches certaua Images, ^at voio^. 
in difcharge of their VouiSy is in like manzter taken, 
fifom the Egyptians and the (Srah. When they 
had either fiifiered Shipwreck, or very narrowly 
efcaped ibme great Danger^ they .cau&d it to be r&- 
prefented in a Piece of a moderate Size^ and when, 
bv fbewing it, they had excited the Charity and 
Compaffion of the People, at laft they, dedicated it. 
in the Temple of that IMvinity to whom tfaey 
thought thdnfelves moft indebted for their Prefer-* 
vation. 

What in this ce^djL was done two thoufand five 
hmi(i red Years ago, is praAifed at lihis Day. The 
Ssttnts, Male.and Fmiale, have taken place of the 
Gods and GoddefTes^ St. Ge^e fopplies the room 
of Mars^ St^ Attihany that of Pm^ St. Lucia Azn^ 
for Diana^ 2xid St. C^ia fox Minerviu There is 
no Corporatbn,. no Company of Timdefiiien with- 
out its Patron. The Shoe^makecs^havei St. Crifpin^ 
' the Tayioss ]k. Ph^dm, tibe Rope-4ancersSt. Pan-- 

takon. 
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taken. Though thefe laft "were never regularly incor- 
porated, ye^ the Danger they ftand expofed to, of 
breaking Legs and Arms, hach obliged diem tolocdc 
out a Patnm for their whole Fraternity. 
, Wh«i I was at Venia^ I was often in the 
Churches of the Naxaremsy the Walls of which 
were covered with Thighs, and Heads, and Hands, 
and Arms, and Feet, &^. all made of Wax, and 
confecrated to the Saint unto whom the Church was 
.dedicated, m Acknowledgment of Miracles fuppofed 
to have been wrought by him. This fcmned at once 
tte moft pleafanf, and withal, the moft whimfical 
Sight in the World. 

A Nazarenej who had not much Faith in Legs of 
Wax, told me a pleaiant Story when I was in GV- 
many. He informed me that one MUhM having had 
the good Luck to marry his Sweetheart, exerted him- 
ielf in an extraordinary Wav for fome Months after 
their Nuptials. He had a ^und Conftitution ; the 
Accomplifhment of his Deftres added to his Vigour, 
and Madam MUhm thought herfelf exceeding happy 
in her Choice. However, an unlucky Accident 
came fuddenly to damp the Felicity of this happy 
3ride. Mr. Michorij who was neitner a Saint nor 
^'true Lover, ufed to ftray now and then, believing 
it incompatible with the Chara^er of a Smart, t<^ 
be confined like the Vulgar. One Evening having 
fupped with his Friends, and the Wine putting odd 
Notions into his Head, he went to a certain Temple 
of Venus, where he offered, according to the Cuftom 
of the Place, and brought away a laming Return. 
Mr. MUhon, however, perceived it in time, and 
being exceffively embaraffed, impofed on his Wife 
a Courfe of Abftinence, equally unufual gnd unfatif* 
fadiory. She endured for fome time this Misfor- 
tpne without fpeaking, but at laft, lofing all Patience, 
fhe ventured to enquire the Reaibn of his Behaviour 

ia 
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in the following Terms. I cannot conceive, faid 
fhe. Mi*. Michon^ whence your Indifference pro- 
ceeds'; but' I 'am very fenfiblb thar for fome time 
paft we have lived together pretty coolly. This 
Difcourfe perplexed the Hufband not a little, he 
would not on any fcore tell the matter of fa£t; and 
yet finding it neceffary to fay fomewhat, he firft 
fetched a deep Sigh, and then in a faint Voice pro- 
ceeded thus: Alas! Madam Af/V^i?;;/ I have met 
\vith the faddeft Accident ! The poor Woman a- 
larmed at this Introduftibn, prefied hlrri to explain 
himfelf. ■ Is It fo, cried fhe, that you have ftill 
your Secrets; what then is become of that eter- 
nal AffeSion you fwore to bear me ? I am going, 
continued he, to inform you of an Adventure 
which has driven me almoft to Defpair. I went 
fome Days ago with a few Friends to a Country 
Place riot far from Town. There walking about, I 
attempted to jump over a little Ditch, and my 
Foot flipping,— I can fcarce tell you the rcfl. I 
made fuch an Effort to fave myfelf, that I quite 
ftrained, not my Leg or my Ancle, but a Part of far 
greater Confequence. O mercy ! exclaimed Ma- 
dam Michon^ what is it you tell me ? Is it po/Tible^ 
Yes, my dear Spoufe, returned Mr. Mic}:on^ there 
is nothing more certain. But bad as it is, my Ma- 
lady is not without Remedy. Aiieminent Surgeon, 
under whofe Care I am, affures me, that in fix 
Weeks I fhall be certainly cured, wfthout retaining 
the leaft Inconvenience from the Accident. O, re- 
joined the Lady, you have quite revived my Spirits, 
I was aliraid your lllnefs would have been far more 
ftubborn and dangerous. We muft, however, nc- 

fle6l nothing which may contribute to your Cure ; 
will go and offer a Vow to St. PantaUon, It is to 
him we addrefs in cafe of broken Bones or ftraineJ 
Sinews; I doubt not, but by his Afliftancc, to l.c 
Vol. IV. £ you 
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you fpecdily recovered. Madam Mi€hon made hafte 
to execute her Defign. She made the Figure of 
the Part afllifted in Wax, and then away me hur- 
ried to the Church of the Cordeliers^ to have it ex- 
pofed in an honourable Place. . A young Lad car- 
ried the Offering in a Bafon covered with Linen, 
The Monk who performed the Ceremony removing 
the Cloth, was furprized at the Sight, and turning 
away his Eyes, Carry away that, faid he to the Boy. 
Father, replied the Child, in a foft Tone, it is the 
Vow of Madam Michon. Carry it away, I fay, 
cried the Monk haftily, and tell her, we have 
incomparably better in the Convent, Thus Madam 
Michon's Vow loft its Place, but her Huftand reco- 
vered fpeedily for all that. 

The Nazarenes are the firft in turning their own 
Superftitions into Ridicule : But they continue Slaves 
to them for all that. This, dear Monceca^ is an 
evident Proof that there is little Soliditv in their 
Judgments. I cannot well comprehend how Folks 
adl commonly direftly oppofite to their Manner of 
Thinking. One is furprized to fee the moft extra- 
vagant things done fometimes by Men who difcourfe 
very reafonably. When one hears thefc People 
talk, one is apt to imagine that they were intended 
for the Inftrudtors of Mankind ; yet, upon exaoiin-* 
ing their Condu^, the Man ot Senfe is loft, we 
idifcover in his ftead, the Bigot, the Furiofo, and the 
Debauchee. 

1 now return, my Friend, to the Tombs of the 
ancient Egyptians. You know that the Pyramids, 
which are fo famous, are the Monuments of Kings. 
The Grandees of the Kiqgdoiti followed their Ex- 
amples, and caufed thofe to be ere£led which are 
diftinguiftied by the Name of the lefler Pyramids, 
aivi lie along the Side of the River. As for private 
Pdrfons, they were interred in the Catacombs which 

are 
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are very numerous in the fandy Plain fituated in the 
Neighbourhood of the fouthern Pyramids. When 
they were interred in thefe Tombs, they covered 
the Stone which clofed up the Entrance four or five 
Feet deep with Sand, which contributed not a little 
to the Prefervation of the Bodies, by fecuring them 
from the Injuries of the exterior Air. Over and a- 
bove this rr^caution, there was no Egyptian but 
was embalmed after his Deceafe, in a manner more 
€>r leis coftly, according to the Abilities of his 
Heirs. 

Superftidon was alfo the Caufe of aH this Care 
about Funerals. The Fricfts affured the People, 
that Jn a certain Period of Years, an entire Revo- 
lution would happen, and thofe whofe Bodies could 
be preferved to that time, would have them reftored 
and live in them again. Everv one, from that Self- 
love which is inherent to Man, being defirous of 
finding at that time his old Cafe, directed his Heir^ 
to take all imaginable Care of their Bodies. What 
aftonifhes me is, that the Hump-back^, the Lame, 
the Blind, and every^ other maimed kind of Folks^ 
had as flrong an Inclination as the reil, to inhabit a 
fecond time fo incommodious and fo difagreeable a 
Lodging. It is apparent from hence, diat thefe 
E0ptians did likewife believe, that when the Body- 
was once deflroyed, there was no getting another. 
However, Jt is certain, that all this Pains was taken 
for the Cabinets of the Curious, and the Apotheca- 
ries Shops of the prefent Times. 

Amongft the Bodies of deceafed great Men, 
Ivhich had been preferved through m^ny Ages, and 
wcreadually intire in the time of AnguJluSy Hifto^ 
rians mention particularly that of Alexanda the 
Great. They tell us farther, that Jugujius being 
in Egypt had the Curiofky of going to fee the Tomb 
of that famous Prince, and that he faw therein the 

E 2 Bo3y , 
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Body i;i a Shrine of Glafs fubftituted in the room of 
one of Gold, which was taken away by Seleuchus 
Cybiofa^es*. It is idle, dear Monceca^ for Sove- 
reigns, the mod potent and the moft dreaded, to 
dream of refpeil being paid them after Death. Time 
delivers Men from that fervile Attention which livc- 
ing Princes exa£t ; and the Tombs of the old Egyp- 
jian Kings, that of Alexander and other Heroes of . 
Antiquity, have been violated with as little Cere- 
jnony.as thofe of private Men. T)iey were not fo 
much as fpared ir^ Times wherein their Memories 
were recent. We adore, in a-n^aanef, living 
Princes, and Crouds of Flatterers continually pur- 
■fue them with Vows for their Profperity^ But, 

Wh^n breathlefs, they are Duft become. 

And all the Glories of their Pride, 
Are (hrunk wjthin the filent Tomb, 
Tho' for its Splendor it be ey*d. 
Yet they are low and loft indeed, 
And hungry-Worms upon them feed. 

There aU their fjA^elling Titles Jofe, 

Givers of Peace and Thunderbolts of War; 
And as no more they can their Bounty ufe. 
There free from Flatterers they are, > 

Nature makes equal in their Graves, 
' Whom Fortune made or Lords or Slaves f, ' 

See, my dear Morieeca^ what becomes of Monarchy 
the moft potent and the moft redoubt ablq ! It is 
impoflible to qxprefs. the fudden, the certain Fall 
of human Greatn/efe better than Malberbe has done, 

. * Suetonius in Oftav. cap. xviii, Dion. Caff.. Itb^^ 
p, 454. Strabo, lib. xvii. /. 794. 
f Malherbc. 

. ' . The 
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The firft time I read over the Works of that inimi- 
table Poet, I was, prodigioufly ftruck with thefe 
Lines. A Native of France^ fettled at Feray mado 
me a prefent of his Writings ; which I have coa^ 
ftantly preferved with the greateft care, as fcarce in- 
ferior to thofe of Horace, 

Take care of yourfelf, dear Monceca^ live con- 
tent, happy, and without Care ; and let me hear 
from you fometimes. 
Cairo^ 



LETTER CXXXL 

Aaron Monceca, to Isaac Okis, 

Cardtt^ formerly a Rabbi, at ContUnti- 
nople. 

IN my laft I wrote you my Sentiment? con- 
cerning thofii groat Princes, who are in fom& 
meafure deified by Poftcrityj an J I then ventured* 
without Ceremony to pve Henry IV. of France 
Preference before them all. I have often reflected 
fince that Time on the Reafons which induced my* 
fo doin^ ; and the more I confider them, the more 
I am perfuaded that I was in the right in fo doin^. 
I have fo thorough a Scnfe of the great Virtues of 
that Monarch, that I make no queftion but Hea-* 
ven defigned the Puniftiment of France by the Civil 
Wars, and other Mifchiefs fee endured, during the 
Minority of Lewis XIII. for the little Care taken in 
avenging that terrible Parricide. They contented 
themfelves with punifhing the AffafEnj and the 

^£3 Lofs 
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Lofs of fo great and good a King, was foU 
lowed only by the Execution of a fingJe Villain. 
On fuch an Occafion, all, who by their Prafticea. 
or by their Difcourfes had promoted fo abominable 
a Faft, ihould have been wafted together to their 
long Homes, through a Sea of Blood. All thePro- 
fcriptions of the Triumvirates which made Rome 
itfelf tremble, would have been juftifiable at fucH^ 
time J and there ought to have been offered on the; 
Tomb of that generous Prince every Perfon, on 
whom a juft and well-grounded Sufpicion could have 
been fixed. 

It feemed as if Heaven referved the Puni{hmei>t 
of this Crime to itfelf, in order to render it more 
terrible, and to exert itfelf on fuch Occafions in an 
extraordinary manner : For fo it is, that Providence 
rarely permits AfTaifins to efcape ^ven in this Life 
thei*- deferved Rewards, efpecially when it is a Prince 
on whom their Cruelties have peen exercifed. The 
Murder of Cajar is a pregnant Ipftance of the Truth 
of what I fay. Hiftory informs us, that of fixty 
Perfons who confpired againfl him, not one died a 
natural Death. They all perifhed miferably, and 
with all the Circumftances of Horror that caa be 
conceived. CaJftuSy who was the lafl, met a Fate 
• as melancholy as that of the reft *. The Deity, 
always careful and attentive td the Safety and Tran- 
quility of Men, fcems to have, bound himfelf to pu- 
nilh even in this World fuch Wretches as dare at* 
tack the Perfons of Princes. 

Refledl, my dear Ifaac^ on a thing which is 
not more ftrange than true. Almoft all the Na-- ' 
%arene Monarchs who have been afiafSnated, have 
met with their Fate from the Hands of Monks, ojr 
from Perfons influenced by them. It wa^ a Do- 

♦ Plotarc. in Caefare. Sucton. in Jul. Caef. cap. btxx* 
Eucrop. lib, vi. circa finem, 

minican 
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minican whopoifoned the Emperor Henry VII; and 
in the Performance of that execrable Fa£t, he hai 
recourfe to the moft facred Rite in his Religion. 
Another Monk of the fame Order, plunged his Po- 
niard into the Breaft of Henry III. of France, A Je- 
fuit folicited*, and at length influenced a ci^aclc- 
brained Youth f to attempt the Murder of the beft 
King in the WotW J, What Ills may they not per- 
petrate, when afTembled in a Body ? And yet thofe 
who ought moft to hate and to dcteft them, fuffer 
them to throng about their Perfons through an Ex- 
cefs of Weaknefs. We are told, that Lewis the 
Xlllth, of whom I was fpeaking to you, trembfed 
when he faw a Monk, and did not c^tre that they 
fliould remain long in his Prefence. I readily believe 
this ; but you may rely upon it, that even to this day 
Monks arCi forbid to enter the Caftle of VerfailUs 
without Permiffion, or to come any where clfe where 
the King is. I was informed of this, when I was 
Sit Paris ; and I am pofitive, as to the Faft. 

In fpite of all thefe Marks of Contempt, which 
are ihewn towards the Monks on certain Occafions, 
I think we may juftly apply to them what Tacitus 
f2^s of Aftrologers, againft whom they continually 
ifiued EcJiSs, in order to drive them put of ^Rd/w^j, 
and yet kept them there notwithftanding J. But 
this is a Bufmefs belongs to the Nazarenesj and 
not to us ; if they have a mind to be governed by 
Monksv what have we to do to find fault; let \x% 
leave them in their Infatuation, and proceed to a. 
more entertaining Subjeft. 

• John Gaignard* 

t John Chateh ^ 

|[ Henry IV, 

J Genus Hominum Potentihus infidum^^ fperdntiiui fat* 
tax^ quod in CinHtaie noftrd^ lie ntetahltwr finder ^ £5 rr* 
tinebiiwr. Tacit, Jlift. lib. I. 

£ 4 I am 
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I am foon to imbark* for England^ with two Men 
of very different Charafters j the one is an extra- 
vagant Admirer of the Italian Mufick, a great Tra- 
veller for the fake of improving hiriifelf in this 
Science, and who has been actually in Italy for 
that purpofe a confiderable fpace of time. He ne- 
ver fpeaks of any thing out Concerts, Symphonies^ 
Virtuofi, Sonatas, Motets, Cantatas, i^c. The 
other is a Metaphyfician, everlaftingly in the Clouds^ 
and who employs all his time in reconciling the 
Syftems of Defcartes^ Gajfendi^ Locke ^ and Male- 
branche. He is difturbed in his Ccnverfation, fo as 
to appear diftrafted \ and fometimes one can fcarce 
get four Words out of him in a whole Day. One 
fees him frequently ftamp, bite his Nails, fcratch 
his Head ; and when the Queftion is very intricate, 
you would think by his Diftortions that he labour- 
ed under fome very terrible Oiftemper. It hap- 
pens now and then that in the midft of his pro- 
found Meditations, our Lover of Mufick confults 
him on the Beauty of a new Air ; 5/V, fays he, do 
me the favour to give me your Opinion of this Song, 
Upon this he falls a fmging, and whilft he is a qua- 
vering his Italian^ the Metaphyfician flirugs up his 
Shoulders, turns up his Eyes towards Heaven, and 
from the bottom of his Heart wifhes Song and Song- 
fter both at the Devil. He endeavours to get away, 
and to (helter himfelf in another Room ; but the 
Rlan of Song, to prevent this, feizes his Armi Jh^ 
dear Sir^ fays he, don^t Jiir^ let me Jing that Verfe 

ever a^ain ! TVell ! Is it not fine? With^ 

out quejiion^ that Vinci is a great Man! I protefl^ 
I would rather have been the Author of his Arta- 
xerxes, than he King of Corfica. Speak truth now^ 
Sir^ and acknowledg^y_ that Philofpphers make but a 
mean Figure in the Worlds when compared with JVlufi* 
cians. ^ 

Thefe 
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Thefe laft Words bring the Metaphyfician to his 
Senfes, and how much foever he was buried in 
Thought, he could not endure with Patience to hear 
thefe great Alen run down, of whom he thinks it 
his Honour that he is a Difciple. Tou think thetiy 
fays he, with a difdainful Smile, that a Mufician 
ought to receive a deal of Refpeci in the Worlds and 
that there is a great deal of Knowledge and Genius 
requifite in order to fmg Re, Mi, Fa, Sol. Go^ gc^ 
Sir^ you only banter. Hark you, I will tell you of 
what life Mufick /; of in the World. It ferves 
for — — — ' nothing 5 or^ at nwji^ it ferves only to 
amufe. a few' .poor giggling Girls, and effeminate 
Petit-Maitres. But Philofophy injlru5ls, Men how 
to behave wifely, This gives them Purity of Manner Sy 
teaches them t9 bridle their Pajfwns y there is no 5f-^ 
cret in Nature^ tvhich it does not unfold. In a zvord^ 
it , £mploys our _ JVitSj and Jatisfcs our . DeftreSy at om 
andthe fame time. . 

'^ But tell me. Sir," replied our Virtuofo in Mu-- 
ficky *' are not you a Philofopher, pr do not you 
'* • at leaft.ftudy i'hilofophy ; are you in confequence 
*' of it content and quiet in your Mind? You 
" {hall hardly perfuade me of that. I fee you 
*' in continual Motion; you do not enjoy fo much 
*' as a Moment's Eafe. You eat fometinies, with- 
'* out knowing that you are eating; and fpcak 
" too, not feldom.in the. very fame way. Your 
*' Head is fo full. of Chimasra's, that you can hard- 
** ly tell when it is Day and when it is Nights 
** The other .Day yoatook into yotir Head to throw 
*' yourfqlf into a Kefervoir; and if I, good-for- 
" nothing Man of Song, had. not catched bold o^ 
*' your Coat, your Philofophy had been in great 
*' Hazard of being drowned. Do you think to 
^' perfuade me, that a Science which tranfp^rts. 
" -People fo, as not t,o fee a great Collection of 
■ E..S ''' Wat-.r. . 
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<« Water at the Foot of a Gravel- walk, commu- 
** nicates any kind of Wifdom ? For my part, to 
** tell you the truth, I cannot help thinking that 
** you Philofophers are very comical fort of People. 
*' They are reading, forfooth, what is written in 
** the Heavens, without knowing what paffes under 
•* their Feet*. You have a mighty Contempt for 
*' Mufick, Sir ; but I defy you to prove that it is 
•* half fo mifchievous, as that fort of Fanaticifm, 
** which you call Philofophy. If it ravifhes the 
** Senfes, it is in fo foft, fo fweet a manner, that 
•< we fall into a kind of ecftatick Repofe. 

** Do but obferve a Man coming out of an Opq- 
** ra-Houfe, you fee him beating Time with his Feet 
** 5s it were for half an Hour. If he is young and 
'*> light-timbered, he cuts a few Capers, and pre- 
*' fently falls a finging a favourite Air. He comes 
** up to a Woman with a gallant Air, like that of 
^' Acts when he falutes Galatea ; all is eafy, all is 
*' pleafant, like the- Place from whence he comes. 
*^ On the other Hand, obferve. a young Fellow at 
*' the Univerfity, as he is coming from the publick 
** Schools, his Eyes how wild ! his Air how fierce J 
*' his Head full of Logick, and a Syllogifm between 
" his Teeth. One Difputation jiift finifted, he 
" meditates another; and is confidcring in his 
" Mind what new Arguments may be made ufe of 
^* for dcmqlifhing his Adverfary. He is everlafting- 
" ly out of humour; and all his Knowledge, all 
" his Philofophy ferves only to torment him. Tell 
** me, dear Sir, which is moft ufeful to Society^ 
*• that kind of Study which vexes People, puts them 
" as it were out of their Senfes ; and under pre- 
" tence of rendering them wife, does in faft make 

• ^od efi ante Pedes nemo J^aat\ Call fcruiauM 
^au CiccrodeDivinat. //^. li. 
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** them Fook ; or that which amufes them agree- 
** ably, removes all Chagrin, and leaves the Soul 
*''in perfed Tranquility? This, dear Sir, is the 
^^ fpecifick Difference between Mufick and Philo- 
** fopb)'. You may fay what you pleafe, but I 
*^ fhallnever alter inv Opinion." 

ACghty wdll replied the Metaph3rfician, with 
an Air of Contempt; / w&uld advife you tapafs all 
your Life in Singing^ you xvill be then upon the Level 
with the Nightingales, As for me^ I apprehend God 
has given me a Faculty of Thiniing, and I am obliged 
to make ufe of it* I do not pretend to rejlrain you 
from exercifing the Talents^ beftowed upon you by Na- 
ture ; but I expeSi that you Jhould likewife allow me to 
make ufe of fuch as have fallen to my Share. 

** You call that Thinking, replied our Advocate 
** for Harmony^ which is no better than following" 
^** wild and extravagant Ideas, which are the EfFefti 
** of a difordered Imagination ; for my part, I 
**^ look upon Thinking in quite another Light. I 
*' apprehend it to be fuch an Ufe of Reafon, as en-* 
** ables me to pafe eafily through Life, and admini- 
" fters to all thofe Wants which in thecouffc there- 
** of I ara fure to feel. I believe it is better to leave 
•' fearching intoThings beyond our Underftanding, 
** and to apply ourfelves to that fort of Knowledge 
** which is ulcful and neceflary. As for Example, 
•* contriving how to live commodioufly and happily, 
^* to eat, driiik, fleep^ laugh, fmg, and pafs plcfl- 
^\ fantlythe Days which Heaven beftows upon us, 
** inftead of beftowing them \n ufekfs Meditations; 
•* Tell me, dear Sir, what fort of Illnefs your*way 
•* of thinking will cure ? Can a Man, by ftudying^ 
•* the Metaphyficks, eafe himfdf of a Megrim. So 
•• far from it, that it will make him ten times 
•* worfe ; and he had better by half have heard an 
*> Overture of the Opera, or any other agreeablet 
E 6 . •►♦ Piece 
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*' Piece of Mufick, which might have charmed his 
*' Mind, and rendered him infenfible of his Pain. 
*' When a Man is attacked by the Vapours, what 
*' good will Philofophy do him ? Turn him perhaps 
•* quite mad, by increafing his Melancholy, But 
** on the other Hand, if he hears a Violin, his ill 
** Humour goes ofF, his Spirits begin to revive, and 
** he i§ as chearful as ever. There cannot be a 
<* ftronger Demonftration of the Power of Mufick, 
<• than what is feen every Day in lialy^ in the Cafe 
*' of a Perfon bit by a Tarantula. Go, harangue 
*' the lick Perfon about the Schemes of your Gaf- 
** fendi^ Def cartes^ and all your Men of Science, it 
** will fignify juft nothings the Man will certainly 
** die, in fpite of all your Eloquence, Let but a 
" Fiddle enter, up jumps the Patient, leaps, fkips, 
^' capers, and derives from Mufick that Remedy 
•^ which reftores him to his Health and Senfes. Af- 
*' ter he has footed it ah Hour or two, weary and 
*' quite worn out, he falls faft afleep ; and wh^n 
•< he awakes, finds himfelf perfedlly well. All the 
*^ Philofophy in the World can do nothing like 
"this: -Can it?" . 

1 do not know, Ifaac^ whether the Converfations 
of my Fellow-Travellers will appear diverting to 

?ou ; but I alfure you, they prove fo to me, and 
pafs my Moments very agreeably in hearing their 
Altercations. 

May'ft thou enjoy thy Health, live content and 
happy, and may the God of our Fathers continue to 
cover thee with Bleifings* 
Hambur^h^ 
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LETTER CXXXII. 
Jacob Brito, to Aaron Monceca* 



THE Diffentions, my it^LV-Monceca^ to which ouir 
Brethren ftand expofed in this Country, have 
led me to make many Refledlions on the reciprocal 
Mifchiefs the Nazarenes do each other in confe- 
quence of that horrid Maxim, That it is not only 
lawful, but even neceflary to exterminate Hereticks* 
The Confequences flowing froii) this cruel Principle 
are* fatal alike to Men of all Beliefs, not\yithftanding 
thofe who maintain them do not advert to its ncr 
ceflary Confequence, that it, expofe§ themfelvcs to all 
the Evils they inflift on their Adverfaries. If once 
they /eflecSled on the Inconveniencies which a pcrfe- 
cuting Principle draws after it, they would quickly 
change their Sentiments. , 

People that are Hereticks in dne Country, are 
Orthodox in another; as thofe that are Orthodox ii> 
one Place, are Hereticks in another. This Truth 
will appear plainly, if we confider ever fo flightly 
the prevailing Religions throughout Europe, A Pro-r 
teftant is an Heretick at Paris j but is one of the Er 
left at London, A Papift is an Idolater in England-, 
whereas \n. France^ it is held there is no Paflage tp 
Heaven, but by the Popifti Road. , See then, ho\Y 
Nations who believe oppofitely, agree in believing 
this,, that all are Hereticks who are not of their Re- , 
ligion ; that is, of their eftablifhed, Religion. If w^ 
fliould fuppofe the Principles of the Inquifition fpread 
throughput all Natipnsj what Horrors ! what Blood- 
' • (bed 
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ftied would they bring upon the World ! In Portw 
gpij \jx Spainyin Fratucy in Italy ^ in Aiifiria,^ Ba^ 
hernia znd P&land^ thefweuiicut the Throats, burn, 
break on the Wheel, or maflacre without Diftinc- 
tion. Lutherans, Calvinifts, Chutch-of-EnglanJ 
Men, ^c. In Holland^ Great- Britain^ Denmark 
jin^ Pruffiay they would hang.amt^raw Papifts, if 
fome Divines had their Way, and the Magiftrate 
had no more Humanity than the Clergy. In Muf- 
€9vy they would tyrannize over an4 condemn t6 
Death both Catholkks and Proteftams, as equally 
Hereticks, in diftelievmg the Rujian Faith. Iii 
Turkey again, the fahfie Mufcovites would fall a Sa- 
crifice to the Glory of Mohammed \ and in Perjia<^ 
to the Honour of Alt. 

Obferve, dear Mencetaj the Horrors, Crimes and 
Impieties, which follow inconteftably from this Max- 
im, That we ought to perfecute Hereticks, and ob- 
lige them to change their Sentiments by Punifhments 
and Tortures. If fuch as pretend to be animated by 
a true Zeal for the Glory of God, were really in- 
fluenced by any fuch Spirit, they would be far from 
endeavouring thus to convince the Mind, or from 
thinking it a ri^ht Way to remove Prejudice from 
the Heart, to have recourfe to fuch Violences as zrt 
Contrary to the Law of Nature and the Idea which 
Reafon gives Men of the Deity. They would per- 
ceive, that in perfecuting their Adverfaries they ex- 
pofe their Brethren to the fame Mifchiefs wherever 
they were fcattered In other Places. But inafmuch 
as they are guided by their Paflion, or rather by 
their Fury, provided they do but accomplilh their 
Defigns in the Places where they are Mafters, they 
never think of what may happen any where elfe, 
in confequence of what they do at^home. 

The Roman-Catholicks, or rather the Court of 
"Romei the Ecclefiafticka and the Monks, employed 

all 



y Google 



tet.132. 7^<? Jewish S?r. 87 

all forts of Methods, in order to drive the Prote- 
ftants out of France. After a good deal of Murde^ 
and Bloodfhed, they brought their Proj eft to bear- 
But what followed 5 why, the Popifh Religion itfelf 
received very fhortly the greatcft Check it ever ftrf- 
tained. Enghnd totally barre'd Popery from return- 
ing thither; it coft an unhaj^pr King three King- 
doms'; or rither it coft a weak: Prince fuc?i a Sacri- 
fice for confiding in Priefts;^ and' the Proteftants 
they had banilhed ferved for a Pretence to exile an 
infinite Number of Papifts, and feizing their EfFefts. 
' While at Paris they dcftroyed vtnthout Mercy 
whatever wore the Appearance of Proteftantifm ; 
the Prince of Orange wifely made ufe of the Handle 
their Madnefs furnifhed. To fay the Truth, his 
Affairs would have fulFered, if thofe of the Reformed 
Religion had been more mildly treated. To th^ 
Perfecutions raifed by the French Clergjy and to the 
Clergy in another Country, that Prince ftood in- 
debted for the Crown of Great- Britain. If the 
Jefuits, from their Itch to governing, had not. put 
-Kin^ James on fo many I^xtravagancies, TVilliam 
the Illd would have found no Occafion of going over 
to England^ in order to maintain the Rights and 
Liberties of an opprefled Nation, All Hiftorians 
agree, that King James pufhed his Attachment and 
Submiffion to the Jefuits much too far. Madam de 
la Fayette^ though a zealous Catholick, acknowledges 
neverthelefs, 4n her Memoirs of the Coifrt of France 
during the Years 1688 and 1689, that when they 
came in that Country thoroughly to know the Cha- 
rafter of this Prince, they retained for him 'only a 
fort of Pity bordering on Contempt, The Arch- 
biihop of Rheims^ Maurice le TtlUery as we are in- 
formed by that Lady, could not help faying, in a 
fneering way^ Look upon that good Man ^ he quitted 
three Kingdoms for one Mafi* It was alfo thought a 

Mark 
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Mark of his bad Tafte, that he was contuiually be^ 
fet with Jefuits, and that he affefled to fay that he 
was of their Order *. The Continuators of Rapin's 
Hiftory of England^ though they are declared Enemies 
to the Proteuant Religion, have made no Difficulty^ 
of inferting this fmgular Story, and of adding to it 
the following Refledlion : They^ that is, the reoplp 
of France^ went Jo far^ as U impute fecretly his Mifr 

fortunes to him^ as if they were Crimes^ on account 
of his having engaged Frznce in a t&dious. and ruinous .. 
fVar, of which they fore faw the EjfeSfs f . 

, It was not, however, King jamesy dQ^rMonceca, ., 
to whom the Fr^wr/?. ought to have attributed thjB 
Troubles and Difficulties that were, brought upon 
them by the. maintaining his C^ufe. It was to them < 
who gave him thofe pernicious Counfels, and plun- 
ged him into that Abyfs from whence he never got . 
out; it was to them that they fhould havje attri- ^ 
buted thofe Evils, and on them they fhould have 

. devolved their Spleen. The Misfortunes of tha^t 
Prince were, the EfFedls of the Ambition of the. 

, Jefuits, and of their pernicious Maxim, That all 
Means are to be employed for deftroying Hereticks;. 
The Englijh had before theif Eyes the Example of . 
the French Proteflants; and they were afraid with 
good Reafon, that they fhould one Day find it their , 

.own Cafe. ** If the King, faid they, begins to. 
" diminifh our Privileges, and to extend thofe of 

. ** our Adverfaries, we fhall by little and little be 

^*' reduced into a Situation which* v/ill incapacitate 

" us from refifting the Defigns of the Court qf 
" Rome. At pi;e(ent they make ufe of Fraud, by 
*'- and by they may make ufe of open Force. The 
" Fr^w^A Pxoteftants fet Henry the IVth upon the 

• P. I20, 124, 155. - 

f Continuation de Rapin Thoyras> torn. xi. p. 41. 
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" Throne; fo long as he lived, they were not op- 
" preffed, but a little after his Death they began 
^^ to trick; them, and then to perfecyte them ; at 
" laft they baniflied them, and taught them to ex- 
" perience the EfFefts of that abominable Maxim^ 
". »that to make ufe of all Methods to extirpate 
*' Hereticks, is allowed by divine and human 
" Laws. Let us then prevent the Storm which. 
*• threatens us; let us ftrangle the Serpent we have 
" nourifhed in our Bofom, and give a mortal, 
" Wound to Popery, by dethroning a King who 
" proteds it, and would eftablifti it on the Ruins 
" of our Liberty, and our Religion. If there is 
'^ any thing bafe in this AcSlion, our Enemies have 
*' no Right to reproach us; if we rebel, we rebel 
^' againft a Popilh Prince, and they fet us the Ex- 
*'• ample in refufmg to acknowledge a Proteftant 
^* one. Did they not publifh a Million of Writings^ 
** to prove that a People were not bound to fubmit 
*' to a Heretick Prince ? their Preachers employed 
*' all their Talents for publifhing this Do£lrine in 
*' the midft of Paris, At prefent we find it necef- 
'* fary to adopt their Maxim ; we do no more than 
*' dethrone a King attainted and convided of Pope- 
*' ry, which, with Reafon, we look upon as of all 
*.* others the moft dangerous Herefy." 

Obferve, my dear Monceca^ in the Remarks made 
by the EngUJh^ what fatal EfFedls the Docftrine of 
Reprifals in religious Wars will inevitably have.. 
Confider, at the fame time, the Mlfchief which the 
ungovcrned Rage of different Se£ls hath bi^ought 
upon whole Nations. For after all, notwithftand-' 
ing the Rifques the Proteftants in England .might 
run, I can by no means approve of their Condu£l» 
J am thoroughly perfuaded, that it is not lawful fpt 
Subjeils, on any Pretence whatfoever, to take up 
Arms againA their Prince;, and I have often, with 

great 
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great Plesifurc, heard you maintain the fame thing 
with much Vivacity.^ However^ when once we 
admit, that Men are at liberty to break their Faith 
to Hereticks, and to compel them by Force to alter 
their Opinions, we open a wide Gap to all forts of 
Diforders; we (hake the Thrones of Kings, and 
breathe into the People, among whom we inhabit, 
a Spirit of Treafon and Rebellion. 
^ If it were once thoroughly eftablifhed through^ 
out Europe J That Religion has nothing to do with 
Government, how happy would the People be, and 
how much more at Eafe their Kings, than noW 
they are? What is \t to them, if fome of their 
Subjedls fing in French^ in Englijh^ in Dutch^ or iri 
Germany while others believe the Pfalms arc pro- 
faned in any other Language but Latin f If for thi9 
Purpofe they aflemble on Saturday ot on Sundaj^ 
pay their Taxes, and difcharge all the Duties thejT 
owe to Society ? But, fay the Politicians, when 
there are many Religions in a Country, it is im- 
poffible but theyfliould produce Civil Wars. Thij 
I admit, if any one of thefe Religions maintains that 
pernicious Maxim, That it is lawful to employ all 
Methods for fubverting and deftroying others ; and 
that fometimcs all the other Seci:s will iinite toge- 
ther, in order to demolifh that which would other- 
wife tyrannize. But in a well-governed State, 
where the People in general are perfuaded that every 
Man ought to be allowed to think freely, and to 
ferve God as he fees proper, all the World will en- 
joy Peace and Quiet, though there Ihould be fifty dif- 
ferent Religions in the Dominion^of that State. In 
ordei: to be convinced of the Truth of this Propofi^ 
tion, we ne^donly enquire into the prefent Situation 
of England tknd Holland. How many different Sefts 
are there in thofe Countries ? Yet they give each 
ipther no manner of Trouble. Jews, And-Trini- 



tarians. 



9 



y Google 



Lct.i3^i ^>5^ Jewish Spy. 91 

tarians, Quakers, Anabaptifts, Luther^nSj Pre(by- 
terians, Independents, Muggletonians, difpute fome- 
times.with each other, but they never think of cut- 
ting Throats ; and if fometimes there happens any 
Troubles on account of religious Controverfies in 
England^ all the different Sefts treat it as a Popifli 
Spirit, and immediately epter into a League offen- 
five and defenfive, in order to cov^r themfelves 
from its EfFefts. In a word, they feem to be all 
equally afraid of this pernicious Principle, That it is 
a juft and reafonable Thing to perfecute Hereticks 
for their own Good. To this Point a certain Au- 
thor teftifies, who bothJiad an Opportunity of 
knowing, and was well acquainted with the Terror 
all Religions in England have of Popery. ** If one, 
** fays ne^ fliould a(k me to what Degree different 
•• Sefls are to be tolerated ? I anfwel*, that they 
** ought all to ftand on equal Termisj that they 
•« fliould at all Times, and in all Places, be at liberty 
•' to juftify their Faith, by Difputing, by Preaching 
*« in their Aflemblies, and by Publiftins; Books. 
** But Popery ought to be entirely depnved even 
** of the Benefit of Toleration, not as a Religion, 
** but as a tyrannical Fadlion, ready to oppreft 
•* others, and fo far from being content with an 
** Equality, that it is always ftriving for Domini- 
*' on, and not only fo, but feeks alfo the utter De- 
•* ftruftion of fuch as oppofe it *." 

To this Paffage from the Virgil of England^ per- 
mit me to add another from an illuftrious Defender 
of Toleration, too much addi£led to Philofophy to 
fall into any Prejudices on the fcore of Religion. 
<« Never fear, fays he, that the Miffionaries ihould 
** quarrel amongft themfelves, when the great Bu* 
** iinefs of Dragooning is on foot. The Thomj/lsy 

♦ Milton*^ Mifccllancous Works. 

« and 
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•« and the Scotijisy the Molinifts and the Janjenijisy 
*' forget their Differences, banifh their Dilputes,. 
'^ and labour one and all in the Execution of that 
" Cath6lick Precept, Compel them U come in* J* 

One Thing, Monceca^ furprizes me, the Popifh- 
Nazarenes are by no means ignorant of the Mif- 
chiefs induced by their violent Condu(SE'on thejr 
Brethren in other Places. They know very well 
what Reproaches thofe Brethren of theirs fuirer on 
account of thefe Perfccutions, and of their Luft of 
Power ; and yet, inftead of behaving more mildly, 
they aft with greater Rancour than ever, as if they 
intended to perpetuate Perfecutions, inftead of put- 
ting an end to theni. On the other hand, their 
Antagonifts, poflefled with the fame unaccountable 
Spight, torment innocent Perfons, who have no^ 
thing to do with the Cruelties committed by their 
Brethren. What Connexion is there between an 
Englijh Papift and an Italian Jefuit? Or why fbould 
one be puniflied for the Faults of the other? It is 
as abfolutely Popiih to perfecute an honeft Roipan-» 
patholick in /r/A7W, ^s it is to banifh a Proteftant 
of France, Ought the^re to be Reprizals in Matters 
of Religion ? What Matter of Triumph ! What 
Subjeft for Refleftign, Monceca! doth the unequi-^ 
table Conduft" of the Nazarene Sefts afford to aa 
honeft Jew? 

Fare thee well, Monceca^ live content and happy^ 
Lifion. 



• Bayle,.Di^onaire Hiflorique & Critique, torn, iii* 
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LETTER CXXXIIL 

Aaron Monceca, to Is a ac Okts, 

Caraite^ formerly a Rabbi at Conftan- 
tinople. 

IT is not, dear Ifaac; above four or five Days 
fince I came to London. It is therefore impof- 
fiblp for me to give you any juft'Idea of the Cha- 
racter of th& EngUJh. It is true, i have taken no- 
tice of many Things which ftrike me, and which 
are certainly worthy the Attention of i Traveller; 
but as yet I have not had Leifure to look into them 
fufficiently. There is one Thing which renders it 
very difficult to^charadlerife th^ Englijh, It is this : 
They have a great many Virtues, which feem di- 
redtly oppofite to Vices with which they are how- 
ever tainted. The Contrarieties which one is fure 
to difcern in examining the Manners and the Mode 
of Thinking amongft thefe People, appear fo extra- 
ordinary, that it requires a very ferious Examina- 
tion before one can. pretend to aflign their good or 
ill Qualities. 

In order to give a true and juft Notion of this 
Nation, it is abfolutely neceffary to diveft one's felf 
of all Prejudices, to forget that one is a Frenchtnan, 
2L German^ or Italian^ and to form all our Sentiments 
of Men by Rules furnifhed by the Light of Reafon. 
My Opinion ' is, that a Judge thus qualified, will 
find in the Englijh many great and (hining Qualities, . 
though (haded by not a few Follies and Vices. But 

as 
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as there Is no Nation poffefled of Worth unabated 
by fome difadvantageous Qualities, fo if the Virtues 
of the En^lijh are found to be far more confiderable 
than their Faults, we cannot, with any (hew of Ju- 
ilice, decry them as a People, or expeft that while 
they arc .^en, they fhould not participate of the 
Frailties to which human Nature is liable. 

I iee, finq^ J havcieea here, that the Inhabitants 
of this Country in ; general are large, well made, 
agile, robuft People. I perceive likcwife, that their 
exterior Form is in fome meafure a Pifture of their 
inward Frame of Mind. Many intelligent People 
have affured me, that the Vigour and Aftivity <rf 
an Et^UJb Genius, is not inferior to the Strengtii 
and Nlmblenefs of an EngUJhman^s Body. Of this 
I ft^l endeavour to give you Proofs in mj^ fubfe- 
quent Letters, and promife you tp commuxiicatcf 
whatever Plfcoveries I make here, with a Sincerity 
booming a Pbilofopher, to whom M^kind feems 
to be hilt one great Nation. 

On my Arrival in London^ I could not but take . 
notice of that Plenty, Magnificence and Contempt 
of little Things, for which the Engli/hy as a People, 
are diftinguifhed when fpoken of in other Nations. 
I likewife obferved that Fiercenefs which Strangers 
are fo apt to call Infolence ; and from the befl En- 
quiry I have been able to make into it, I can by no 
means think it merits fo harfb an Appellation. 

If one were to judge of the Englijh by what is 
faid of them by other Nations, and regulate one's 
Opinion by theirs, one muft fall into very grofs Er- 
rors. Moft of the Relations written by Travellers, 
are ftrongly feafoned with that Prejudice againft 
England^ which however ill founded, is fpread but 
too generally throughout Europe. It is true indeed, 
that the Engltfi have given fonie Caufe for this, by' 
their common manner of preferring tbemfelves to 
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-all the reft of Mankind ; an Indecency evierattend<» 
'ed with ill Confequences. 

This Fault, however, is not peculiar to them ; 
it ia cominon, in (bme degree or other, to all Na- 
tions. To fpeak freely , the Englijh pufll it too far, 
and with too little Referve. As they are rich and 
powerful, they think, and fure it is a great Fault, 
that they are not bound to keep Meafures with other 
People. But notwithftanding this, all the Tales 
"Which are daily told of their Srutality and want of 
'Manners, deferve rather Pity than Correction } and 
one Ihould rather de(^ife than attempt to confute 
them. I muft allow that the Engltjh are not very 
tlefirous of being acquainted with Strangers ; and 
when they are acquainted with them, give them 
every now and then to underftand that they are their 
Betters in every refpeCt; and I do admit that this 
Humour is ridiculous. Far be it from me to excufe 
fuch an unhappy Oddity, of Temper, fo contrary 
to the Rules of Good Manners, and even to thoie 
of Reafon. But ftill there is a good deal of Dif<« 
ference between Infolence and a good Opinion of 
one's felf. Where is there a Creature more opini- 
onated and felf-conceited than a French Pettt-Maitre^ ; 
and yet who is more civil, more complaifant, or 
more polite than he ? To fay the Truth, the Englijh^ 
to their good Opinion of themfelves, add the Vanity 
alfo of giving others to underftand as much, and it 
is this that renders their ConduA fo difguftful. 

A Stranger in this Country cannot walk the 
Streets without hearing the People enter into a De- 
fcription of him, and blaming whatever he has 
about his Perfon differing from themfelves. This 
puts a Traveller unavoidably out of Humour, hre 
cannot with Patience hear his Countrymen injured 
through bis Sides, and himfelf tacitly cenfured as 

well 
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well as the reft* When therefore he comes home, 
he remembers nothing of the good Qualities of the 
EngUJhy their Faults only remaii> frefh in his Me- 
mory, and he paints them in fuch Colours as Spleen 
and Vengeance furniih hjm with, 

I have done my utmoft, Ifaac^ to difcover the 
true Sources of the Pride and Haughtinefs of the 
Bnglijh^ their Contempt of other Nations, and par- 
ticularly of the French \ and I imagine, that with- 
out much Difficulty, I am come at the' true Caufe. 
The Refugees, by thei^ own Condu<9:, have in- 
fpired thefe People with a contemptible Idea of then: 
former Condition, and by Refledlion, with high 
Notions of their own. They who are opulent 
themfelves, and live in the midft of Riches and A- 
bundance, regard with^ an Eye of Pity, Men ftrug- 
gling with Want; and yet fuch as in this Country 
are not blefled with the Goods of Fortune, do not 
try all Methods, and endeavour at any Rate to 
better their Condition. On the contrary, fatisfied 
with a little, while they enjoy it with Liberty, they 
live quietly and chearfully. We fee fe^ JEngUJh- 
men, going to feek their Fortunes; they blufh at the 
Thoughts of getting Money in the way of fome 
other Adventurers. T heir Commerce is their fole 
Refource; a Way equally reputable to themfelves, 
and ufeful to their Country* It is not Uierefore at 
[^\\ ftrange, that Men who think in this refpcdir fo 
philofophicaHy, fhould defpife People whom they fee 
jpunning all the World over in queft of Money, en- 
deavouring to acquire it by all forts of Means, even 
by fuch as with them pafs for fliameful ancj fcan-- 
dalous Methods. • 

One may venture to affirm, that fuch of the 

Eitglijh as are well to pafs, are fierce and haughty 

in right of their Fortunes, and that fucK aj are in a 
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meaner Condition, are vain and proud, becaufethey 
know how to be fatisfied with their Condition. 

The great number of Knights of the Induftry 
which fwarm in the City of London^ contributes not 
a little to the giving the EngUjh an ill Opinion of the 
Foreigners in general, and of the French in particu- 
lar. Such as have never travelled, form, their Ideas 
of Strangers, according to the Conduft of thofe 
whom they have fecn> judging rafhly of the whole 
Piece by the worft Part of its Sdvidge. 

This, without doubt, is the Came of the Con- 
tempt thefe People have for the Inhabitants of every 
other Country but their own. To this Contempt 
they join ah undifguifed Hatred with refpe6l to the 
French. On this head the Men of Quality and the 
Vulgar have but one way of thinking ; indeed it 
feems to be the Topick on which, of all others, they 
are beft agreed. There are feveral Reafons which 
may be offered for this extraordinary Prejudice ; the 
Wars fubfifting as it were continually between the 
two Nations, their particular Interefts which almoft 
conftantly thwart each other ; and to fum up all. 
Religion, which carries all Things to Extremities 
whenever it interferes with national Difputes. 

If the Differences which have fo long reigned be- 
tween France and England were of the fame Nature 
with thofe between the Germans and the French^ the 
Conclufion of the War would alfo put an end to 
the Animofity between the Nations. When People 
fight for the Glory and Interefts of their Sovereigns, 
as foon as they have received Satisfadlion, the thing 
is at an end ; nobody thinks of what is paft, though 
it frequently happens that whole Provinces have 
changed their Matters; the Inhabitants are neither 
the better nor the worfe for it ; they lofe not either 
their Eftates or their Privileges, but enjoy, under 
their new Sovereigns, all that they poflelfed under 
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their old. But when there is a War between France 
and England^ it is far from being the fole Concern 
of Sovereigns. Every pi^i^atfe Man has his Share; 
and as many Merchants as there are in each refpec- 
tive Country, fo many Enemies there are. A Frtnch 
Ship taken by the Englijb is a complicated Ad, 
whereby all the Owners of that Ship and Cargo are 
Injured in their tendereft Concern. Every Burgefs 
of St. Malo'sy every Trader of Dunkirky becomes 
the fworn Enemy of the Merchants of London \ and 
on the other Hand, evei*y. Captain of a French Pri- 
vateer is a petty Sovereign, and fights in his own 
Quarrel againft the Englijh Nation. 

The Wars between^ the Empire and France are 
between Crowned Heads ; the Wars between the 
French and the Englijh zt^ between particular People, 
and the ancient Hatred on each Side is ftrengthened 
by every new Difference ; this is much the wronger 
on account of Difference in Religion, which of all 
other Caufes moft keeps up national Antipathies. 

All Men abhor fuch as would put any Reftraint 
upon the if Confciences ; but even this Abhorrence 
grows flrcngcr, when fuch as are neither our Ma- 
Sers, our Friends, or our Countrymen, pretend to 
meddle with our Religion; The Retreat of the late 
King James II. into France j the Succours given him 
there ; the many Attempts made in his Favour, have 
provoked the Engtijh more than a War of twenty 
Years Duration. . . \ 

Another thing, which h^s fweJled the Pride and 
Vanity of that Nation, \% the' needy and miferable, 
and or confequencc, the mean anrt iubmiffive Slate 
of a multitude of irn7fi& People, who have fled thi- 
ther from time to tmie on account of their Religion. 
I do admit, that Folk^ who have loft their Eftates, 
who are baaifliod {heir Country, -and have no means 
of efcaping Want»but ftom the Bounty of the Eng* 
. - hjhy 
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lifl)y^ are excufable iii paying them greater Complai* 
fance than it would be ri^ht in other Circumllances 
to do. But ftill there are (ome Bounds to be kept even 
in this Cafe, and they ought not to (loop to thofe 
outrageous Flatteries which of all things depreciate 
them moft in the Opinions of thofe whom they 
flatter. 

The Englijhy who followed the Fortunes of King 
yameSy ^HS,^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ I^tterns to the French Re- 
fugees. They were banifhed, as well as they, they 
had exa£Uy the fame Grounds for Complaint ; and yet 
diftinguifhingtheir Country from thofe particular Per- 
fons wlio were at the Helm, and were the immediate 
Inftruments and Favourites of King William^ they 
were as true Britons at St. Gertnains as at London, 

How is it poifible that People who fmcerely love 
their Country, who have a Paffion deeply engraven 
for it in their Hearts, who are capable of maintain- 
ing this Spirit, and this true Greatnefs of Soul, in a 
firange Country, and under a Load of Misfortunes ; 
How is it ppffible, I fay, that fo gallant a People 
ihouid do otherwife than defpife au abject Race of 
Men^ continually decrying the Land of their Na- 
tivity, blaming what before they applauded, and 
blindly approving what they heretofore condemned i 
It is certain, my Friend, that this CondxxQ. in the 
French hath in part drawn the Contempt of the 
Englijh upon them. They would have found the 
fame Relief if they had kept up their Spiiits under 
their Misfortunes j and if they had {hewn a kc rela- 
tion not to facrifice that Love they ought to have 
had for their Country, for the fake of a precarious 
Subiiftence, I am confident the Englijh would have 
efteemedthem much more than they do. 

Farewell) dear IJaac^ and let me often hear from 
thee. 

London 

F 2 LETTER 
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LETTER CXXXIV. 

Aaron Moncirca/^ Isaac Onis, 

Caraite^ formerly a 'Rabbi at Conftan- 
tinople. 

I Begin, dear Jfeacj to know the EngUJh Nation 
well enough now ta^nter on a diftind Account 
of them. At prefcnt I (hall not offer any thing to 
your View relating to their Nobility, which' when 
I do, I muft diftinguifli into various Clafles, but 
content myfelf with endeavouring to give you a clear 
Notion of the reft of the Nation. 

The EngUJh are not fuch Fools to think Trade a 
Scandal : Amongft them a Man of Bufmefs makes a 
Very confiderable Figure, and whh Reafon ; for while 
he endeavours to errich himfelf, he at the fame time 
Contributes towards the enriching of his Country, 
Almoft all the Merchants in this Country are the 
Sons of Knights, or at leaft of principal Gentlemen ; 
tiay, there have been fomctimes Lords, who have 
thought it no Difcrcdit to them that their Brethren 
and their Children were bred up to Trade. 

The Idea which the Engiijh have of Merchants, 
renders People of that Denomination quite another 
fort of Men than they are elfewhere. As there is 
nothing in their Fro eflion which either damps their 
Spirits, or debafes their Reputation, they think in 
quite another way than Frinch^ German^ Fletmjh^ or 
Italian Merchants ^o. They have as quick Notions 
ol[ Honour as of Interefl, afud are no lefc dOncerned 
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for their Country's being enriched, than for the 
Increafe of their private Fortunes. This is one oi 
the great Caufes of th§ Iwright Figure which Trade 
makes in London. 

There is another Thing peculiar to the Traders 
in this Country ; it is th^ wife and prudent Ufe they 
make of the Riches they acquire. When an En^^ 
lij^man hath raifed an Eftate in Trade, h^ leayei 
it off and becomes a Country Gentleman. They 
are indefatigable for fome Years in Bufmefs, 2^nd 
then they wifely and contentedly fit down and en- 
joy the Fruit of their Labours. It feems as if this * 
Nation alone had preferved a juft Senfe of that 
Equality which Nature Aeant to eftablifh among 
Men. It is not only the Traders do not fuffer 
themfelves to be impofed upon by the fsvelling 
Sounds of empty Titles, but the very People be- 
have with proper Moderation in this refpeijl, and 
in their Addrefies to the Great, fhew nothing of 
that Fear and flavilh Admiration which is fo com- 
mon in all other Countries. 

A Lord here is only refpe<5led in proportion to 
the Good he does. If he is- a good-natured, eafy,. 
affable and generous Perfon, he is generally efteem- 
qd, and meets with all the Marks of Refpeft he 
can defire ; ^hich are fo much the more pleafing, 
becaufe he well knows he would not receive th^m, 
if they were not due to his Merit. IF, on the other 
hand, he has no good Q^ialities in him, he is look- 
ed upon with Indifferencey and treated as an ufelefs 
Member of Society, He enjoys, it is true, the Pri- 
vileges due to his Rank, and leads juft fuch a Life 
at London, as a difcarded Courtier at Verfailles. I 
muft tell you farther, my Friend, that an EngUJh 
Nobleman appears to be more mortified on lofirig 
the Regards of his Countrymen, than Ti^Frenchman 
feems' to be when in Difgrace with his Prince. 

F 3 You 
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You will tftc more readily apprehend this, when I 
tell you, that a ftrong Paffion for Glory, and for 
the Honour of his Country, is predominaiTt in every 
Englijh Soul. 

It is not only in this fort of Conduft towards rtie 
Great, that the meaner fort of People refemble the 
more fubftantial. It is the fame Thing with regard 
to moft of the good and bad Qualities' they poffefs : 
For the EngUJh m general being a thinking People^ 
Reafon and Common Senfe fupply, even in the 
meaneft of them, any Defefts in their Education^ 

The Manner in which the People are drefled, is 
a Demonftration' of the Eafe in which they live. 
One fees here an Air of Abundance^ among cvea 
the loTvcft People 5 and it is this extraordinary Plen- 
ty which makes the Mob infolent, and gives that 
Air of Fiercenefs complained of even in thofe of 
fuperior Rank. Self-conceil is the natural Defe6fc 
of the Inhabitants of this Country. Whatever Si- 
tuation of Life they are in^ they fet a high Vatui^ 
upon themfelves ; for let them live how they will, 
they arejlill Englijhmen^ and on this they ground a 
Kind of indelible Title to Refpecfc. 

1 told you ih my firft Letter, that* the Virtues 
and Vices of this Nation are equally great, and 
that one fees in their Cha'raftcrs aftoniihing Con- 
tradictions ; I will now fupport this Obfervation 
by Inftances. The Englijh have ^ great and nbbl'e. 
Spirit 5^ they deteft Treadheiy ; thif Cjttiei«ofity of 
theirs ''Will not allow them t6 fi.(!-GBfti!fMkhts bfi 
isii^^u^ TenrTfe.^»*?f -.-^ian iiV^e-^lreets cJP!ffJW<9>i 
fh^u1^'{>*4A:J?d*»^d Pa^e W?ier Wfio^aJb^ffo Stitk in 
his HinS»?>^^feN^^8?^ *»nfb«lll^d*3»«ut!Aft^*tt«fon 
v/cre ihdifcl^et eiibii^^o^^hw ^IJIdrt 'sl niiked ifl'Sn, 
the 'Prentice Boys and Journeymen in theNeigh- 
bourliood would be tempted, either to pull him to 
pieces, or throw him into the Thams. Such are 
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the EfFefts of this their generous Injpetuofity, which 
feems excufable on account of the Reftitude of their 
Intentions. But thefe very People, who cannot en- 
dure to fee Men engaged on unequal Terms, re- 
femble.the ancienj;^^^;7z^»i in their Liking to Gla* 
diators. Is there not fomething favage in behold- 
ing fuch Woody Spe<Staclesi When they cannot fee 
Men fight, they xjiviert themfelves at the Expence 
of CocIls, Dogs andjBulls. ThisFerocity of theirs 
muft be fetisned, and for want of their own Spe- 
cies, they arc content to facrifice Animals to their 
Humours. 

Who can imagine, that a People fo cruel and 
bloody in their Diverfions, are notwithftanding 
humane and charitable in the higheft Degree ? 
There are, however, very few among the EngUJhy 
who, if their Circumftances allow it, refuie an 
Alms to the Poor. Nay, they carry the Thing fur- 
ther ftill ; they do not ftay till they are a(ked, the 
Sight of Indigence, i^ fufficlent to mpve them, and 
firom a Motive pf Humanity they give, that they 
may be eafy in themfelves. 

One of the mpfl: fingnlar differences in the 
Temper of thefe People is their Contempt of Trifles, 
and their exceffive Love of what they call the Fa^ 
ftnon. One cannot but be amazed to fee in the 
fame People Sentiments and Incjinations fo entirely 
o^pofite. To this Oddity I cannot help joining 
ajBother, which is perhaps as Angular, viz, their 
Propenfity to Chicane. When one confidcrs the 
Multitude of Law-A^tts which are daily decided in 
London^ am! when jpne f^QiefU on the Prudence ana 
GoodSdift wlMc|i9Wev«ff w^Krediicovcriin the 
Books and Diftotirfes ^f tiit Mnglijh^ one is tempted 
to think, that they talk like Pl^lofophers^ think 
like Pettifoggers^ and afl: like the Normans^ from 
whom, in a great n^eafvue, jtheir beft Families are 

F 4 defcended. 
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defcended. This is certain, that falfe Witneffes are 
as plenty here as in Nomiartdy. Nay, one would 
imagine "that they had feme RefpeiSl for them, and 
were afraid of deftroying the "Bfecd ; they punifh 
them fo (lightly in comparifon of what th^y deferve, 
that a Knight of the Poft in London is infii^itely 
a fafer Employment than a Janfenifi Bookfeller in 
Paris, <^ ' - 

As t6 Religitti, tvtty EngJiJhman has one of his 
own Cut. *' If there was a Proclamation to bring in 
their Creeds, I do verily believe there would not be. 
tv!^ alike. . But notwithftanding thefe Variations 
in point of Belief, they are incredibly zealous for 
the par-ticular Sefts under the Denomination of 
wjhich they rangd themfelves. A Churchman hates a 
Prejbyterian as heartily as a ^anfenijl does a Jefuit, 
The Prefbyterian pays the Churchman in his own 
Coin, but they unite in dctefting a Paptfty whQ 
has in his Turn a cordial Abhorrence for thein 
both*. 

How^ does fo whimfical a Behaviour as this agree 
with the G^od Senfe of the Enghjhy and with that^ 
Toleration in Matters of Religion which fubfifts 
among theiyi ? One is forced, vfrhen one fpeaks 
freely, to confefs that there are a kind of Follies 
which may be ftiled national, and that a People 
ought to be efteemed wife and happy whofe Weak- 
neftes are few" and favourable. On this Principle, 
dear Ifaac^ I caniW help faying, thiat the Englijh 
are very much ini^ebted to Nature. For amongfl^ 
the different Fc^llics^with which all Nations are jn-» 
fe£led, the Englijh have for their Share the lighted:, 
and the kaJ[i^diyigej6pus.to GdC«i §f?ffif^« 3^ii5^^the(q 

• * Inde furor vulgi quod numina 'uicinorum 

Odit qui/que locus ', (um folos credat hahtndas 
BJ/e Ueou ^uos if/e coliu Juv, Sat. xv. 
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fmall Faults, they have great and {hining^ Virtues. . 
We obferve amongft them a Conftancy which . 
elfewhere paffes for philofophick/ They have the 
Courage to declare againft old Opinions whenever . 
they dUcover them to be erroneous ; it fignifies no- 
thing to tell them that their Fathers thought fo and 
fo, and that they ought to revere the Antiquity of 
any Opinions. This, I fay, fignifies nothing to 
them ; for no fooner is the pelufion manifeft, than 
they aflert their Right of discarding it. It is a com- 
mon thing to Rear an EngJlJhman fay. We have 
played the fool as to fuch or fuch a thing thefe two - 
or three hundred Years, it is high time that we 
'ihould become wifer, and not put it into the power 
of our Children to make the fame Complaints, and * 
with the fame Juftice, againft us, that we do againft 
our Forefathers. 

It is certainly, dear Ifaac^ a pleafing Thing to y 
difcern in a whole Nation a Difpofition to make ufe 
of their Reafon ; and this appears the more extraor- 
dinary, when we confider that moft other Nations 
condemn and perfecute fuch as have the Courage to ^ 
a£t in this manner. 

Another effential Quality in the Englijh is their 
Negle<ft of Nicety, or, as they call it, Finicalnefs. . 
A PetiuMaitre at London is not more the Jdl of 
Men of Senfe than of the meaneft People. He is 
regarded by both as a fort of a Marmot, or any 
other pretty dancing Animal that is fhewn at Fairs.^ 
You cannot imagine, my Friend, how much I . 
admire this Sagacity. For furely, if Cuftom did* 
not blunt the Underftandings,of other Nations, they 
would fee thefe Triflers in the fame Light, and be 
as well pieafed with their Tricks and Grimaces, z% \. 
with a Monkey's dancing on the Rope. 

The Englijh are commonly charged with In-^ 
conftancy and Ficklenefs. To fay the Truth, their 

F 5 Hiftory. 
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Hiftory is a clear and diftinft Prodf of the Inequa^ 
lity oif their Behaviour towards their Princes. la 
order to excufe this, they pretend that they have 
never been vtranting in their Duty )vith refpeft to 
their Sovereigns, but when they were forced to it 
in order to preferve their Rights. Jf this Ailertion 
of thieirs was founded in Truth, one might believe 
(hat the Love pf Liberty vv^as the Caufe of their 
Revolutions. But notwithftanding all they fay in 
extenuation of their Conduct, it is eafy enough to 
fee that this Liberty, of which they talk fo much, 
ferves fometiraes only for a Pretence to cover their 
Lightnefs and Love of Change. Ambitious Men 
amongft them know how to work on the Credulity 
of the People, and by filling their Minds with falic 
Fears upon this Subjcft, conduit the Motions of 
popular Fury in fuch a Manner as to lift themfelvea 
into the beft Places. 

To be convinced of the Truth of this, one needs 
only confider the Revolutions amongft them, as they 
themfelves reprefent them. We fhall fee that they 
have happened under Princes of Charafters direSly 
oppofitej whence it is plain, that the Condu6l of 
their Princes was not the true Caufe. ' The Englijk 
were equally difpleafed with the foft and indolent 
Behaviour of Henr^ VL and with the bold and ea- 
terprizing Temper of Edward IV. depofing both 
thefe Princes in their Turns 3 and by an ESe6l of 
the fame Inconflancy, unknown to every other Na- 
tion, they were alike difpleafed with the Gallantry 
and Love of Pleafure which diftinguifhed Charles II. - 
and the Capacity and Ailivity which all the World 
allowed to IViUiam HI. They caballed and plotted 
againft both with the fame Obftinacy, though they 
had tet each of them upon the Throne with all 
poffiblc Marks of Joy aiid general Satisfadion. 
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Thefe Troubles under Kings fo different in their 
Maxims of Got^rnttierit, (hews pl'ainly that the 
Fault lies m^'the^^iig^' Nation; and that which 
ffiU more cleirly ffctvce , that the Rights andLi- 
bertie8~<rft^h#^ati<>h are not always in qtreftfi^n, is^ 
that RcTohitions havfrlta^nied under Kings, Hvhoy 
inftead of jpn^roaching ut>on or vi6ktiftg,' have^^c-^ 
tually confeifV€!d aftd cnlar^ their Rights-' by vo- 
luntary Conceffions; Let tis, hbwcv^er, my*PriendV' 
acknowledge^that though EngVtjh SovereigA^ have not 
always been in faulty yet have they not oil tKcothen 
hand been always free from Blame. 

Farewell, dear Jfac^^ live content. and happy. . 
London. 
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Aaron ^MoNCEd a, tQ ISiAAOj .On i s,^ 
CaraitCy heretofore a . Rabbit at . Conftan-*^ 
tinoplc^. ' 

THE^i^Ji^y'dezr I/aacy allow their King fuclt . 
a kind of Power ascertain Philofophers attri- 
bute to the. Deity. ,The Sovereign, in this Country,^ , 
may do as n>uch Good as he will, but as for Hurty ^ 
that lies pretty much out of his Reach : He may, « 
if he pleafes, fpare an OiFepder's Life, but. he c»a 
take away the Life of no Man, It is the Larvv, 
and the legal Judge? only, who have the Power of 
punifhing in this Country, where arbitrary Autho- 
rity can do nothing. , The.moft confiderable E^)- 
pteymcnts^ however, are in the Kiug, that is jo ^ 
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fay, are in his Gift. He nominate Bifliops, and 
other dignified Clergy. He cannot however re- 
move People from their Offices ; that muft be done 
in a legal way. While Men in Place are honeft, 
aft up to their Duty, and are, ftri£Hy fpeaking, the 
Servants of their Country, they have nbthing to 
fear, either from the Jnconftancy or evil Difpofi- 
tion of their Princes, who have an abfolute Power 
over none but their domeftick Servants. 

The King and the State have their fepac^te 
Rights. It is an eftabliflied Maxim in England^ 
and openly defended by the beft Lawyers, that the 
King has two Superiors, God and the Lawj to whom 
he owes the fame Refpeft with the meancft of his 
SubjecSs*. 

h it not true^ faid an Engliflmian^ a Friend of 
mine, to me one Day, that the People were not cre- 
ated to he the Slaves of Princes^ and to afford them 
the cruel Plea/tire of tormenting ? He mufl be a Fool 
who Jhculd dare to fay^ that God created one Man to 
make others mifer able. . Since then Kings are appointed 
not for the DeJiruSfion^ but for the Prekrvlition . of 
their People^ not to do them Lvily but to he their Be^ 
nefa^ors^ it follows^ that like other Men^ they muft, be 
obedient to the Laws made for the common Good of the 
Society, If indeed^ we could be always fure of Havingy 
virtuous and wife • KingSp there would be no need of 
circunifcribing them within any Bounds^ their Probity 
and Plenitude of Heart would fufficiently limit theni^ 
and anfwer effectually the Intention of thefe fort of Re- 
Jlri^ions, But the Throne is too often filled with Per-_ 
fons who fl and in the ut?nofi need of Laws to conirjul 
thti' Wills. How happy had it been for the Romans, 
if in time they had checked the Cruelties of Tiberius 

* Rex in Regno fuo fuperiores habet Deum & Le- 
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Caligula and Nero, and obliged them U quit their 
Title to Sovereignty y when they took up the fiandalous 
Trade of Tyrants ? 

Our Kin^y continued my Friend, enter into a 
Contrast wtth wj^ while they obferve the Conditions 
of ity they have all imaginable refpeSf paid them^ they- 
enjoy their Prerogatives in the fnq/i ample Manner^ 
and are as abfolute in doing good to their People ay 
they can wijh. It istrue^ if they J^rget their -Pro^ 
nafeSy Hhey run the Hazard of exciting fame very dan^ 
gerous Sedition. But to avoid this^ there is no more 
requiftte than that they Jhould keep their Words^ and 
remember y that at their Coronation they fwore to $b^ 
ferve the LawSj and to fee them obferved. ff^y Jhould 
the People be. more bound by their Promifes than their 
Sovereigns? A King who becomes a Tyrant fets his Sub* 
Jeffs a bad Example^ and teaches them by his own Con^ 
duSfj to make light of the mcft f acred andfolemn Agree- 
ments, But it may be faid^ that our Lives and For- 
tunes depend upon our Princes. True^ and we ought 
to facrifice both in their ^arrels^ if they are wife and 
juft, Inafmuch as they are the Fathers of their Sub- 
je£fs^ we ought to behave towards them with filial 
Piety. But fuch a Submiffion can only be expeSted 
while that reciprocal Relation fuhfijis whence it natu- 
rally arifes. 

If Kings are abwe the Laws^ and if they may dif- 
penfe with them when they think ftty to what Purpofe 
do they promife that they will obferve certain Rules? 
All that they do upon this heady and all the AJfurances 
that they give^ are only Mummeries. When a Prince 
is crownedy and there folemnly fwears to obferve cer- 
tain Rules y we ought y it feems^ to look upon thisfivear-^ 
ing as a mere neceffary Form in the Ceremony ^ not to 
he omitted for the Sake of Decency^ ^though in Fa^ it is 
ufeUfsy and ferves only to fiew that there were Free- 
men in t lines pajly but that all who, kve no^ji are, 

. Slaves. 
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Slaves. There is no body quite fo mad as pofitively to 
a/prt this; the mojl zealous Defenders of arbitrary 
Power acknowledge^ that a Sovereign ought to keep 
his Promifes^ ana yet abfurdly^ and beyond all Compre^ 
benjiony they conclude that th^ , may violate them with 
Inh^mty. 

X muft confefsj.my dear Ifaacj that what thU, 
Engliflmum faid to me feemed verv plauiible. In 
eStiky it appears reafonable, that it we aflert Kings; 
are bound by their Promifes, we fhould alio ad-- 
mit^ that it is lawful todiibbey them when they 
break their Words ; for it feems to b^ a neceflary 
Confequence of the mutual Engagements between 
Sovereigns and their People, that they fhould no 
longer fubfift when tbofe Conditions are wanting, 

' for the fake of which it was agreed, that this Di- 
fiin£^ion of Sovereign and SubjeA (hould take place* . 
Now it cannot be denied that'fuch^s have writ- 
ten with the greateft Warmth againft Sedition,., 
have polltively aflerted that Princes could not vior. 
late their Contrafts with their People, without be- . 
ing guilty of Injuftice. " It muft be allowed, fay^^. 
•*,the famous Grotius^^ that wh^ Princes, undisr- 

' ** take to govern by certain Rules,, their Sove^ 
** reignty is in fome Degree, liniited and reftrained ; . 
**^ whcither thofe Obligations regard barely ^he Ex-. 
«** ercife of their Power,^ or. dire/ftly,. and in the 
** firft Inftance, affeft the Power in.tbeir Hands.^ 
** In the firft Cafe, whatever they do contrary to 
**• their Pronaife being an A£k. of Injuftice, every 

* FatendtymJaf^en- id uhi Jit arSiius quodammodo reddi 
u$pertumf finje^ohligatio duntaxai cadat in exercitium aSitu^ 
fiiye etiam direSe in ipfam ftuultatem, Priore fpecie^ ^ 
a^m contra promjfum jaSus erit injufius^ quia . . » . ., . 
ntera promjm jaSi dot //, cui promittiiur. Altera autejm 
Jpecie erit ettam nulliki defe&ufacuUatis. Hugo Grocitts, 
it Jure Belli k Pads, torn. i» p. ui. 

"Pro. 



y Google 



Let.1^5* ^^^ Jewish Spy. iif 

** Promife vetting a Right in thofc to whom the 
*« Promife is made. In the other Cafe, the A£t k 
*' unjuft and void at the fame time, for w^t of a 
*' legal Power to fupport it/* 

Behold, my dear Ifaac, a precife Deciiion by an 
Author whofe Character is above Sufpicion. But 
he explains himfelf ftill more clearly in another 
Pl^e, wherein he feems to have forgot his own Sy- 
ttem. ^,^ Now, if it be demanded, fays he, what 
^^ will fakppen if this Claufe be added to the Con^ 
*< traft, th^t in cafe the King breaks his Word, 
«' he j(ball fdrfeit his Title to the Crown ? I anfw^r, 
** that even in thk cafe the Power of the King does 
<^ not ceafe to be abfolute, but that he holds his 
" Power aa it were for a time ♦." 
^ It feems to me, Ifaac^ that our Author couW not 
well fay more againft arbitrary Powers and the vio- 
lating Subjefts Rights with Impunity. Grotim^ 
however, pafles for an Author direftly oppofite fa 
Sentiments to the Anti-Royalifts. And though it 
may be faid in his favour, that there is no Con- 
traft between Sovereigns and Subjefis, wherein it* is 
exprefly ftipulated, that the Forfeiture of their 
Crowns fliall attend the breaking of their Word«^ 
yet it is too feeble to deftroy what he before ad-* 
vanced. For though in thefe Engagements 4>etween 
Subjeds and Kings it be not declared, that by thq 
Violation of the Contradl the Prince (hall lofe his 
Rights, fuch a Claufe' is neverthelefs tacitly cotii-. 
prehended in them, becaufe this Contraft canhot 
be relied on, if the People did not referve to them- 
fclves liich a Power to enfeurce it. Without this, 

• ^id fi addatur fi Rex fidem fallett ut turn Regno 
iodat ? Ne Ji ^uidem Imperium dejinet ej/e fummum^ fid 
ertt bahendi hnminutus per Condi tionem ^ Imperium tenh' 
forario non ahfimik* Grotius dc Jure Belli & Paris, p, 
125. 

fuch 
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fuch Engagements would be froitlefs ; for though they 
might ferve to bind Subje£ls to their Priricej^ yet it , 
muft be to fuch a Prince as could notbind himfelf in 
return. With refpefl: to all fuch Conditions, they 
muft either be real and effectual, or vain and ufelefs. 
But theuniverfal Opinion is, *that they are real, and 
that both Parties are bound to obferve them. Well 
then, both Parties muft referve a Right of forcing 
the Obfervation, and therefore, though it be not fpe-» 
cified in the Engagements, that Princes when they 
break them lofe their Authority, yet this Clauie 
{eems neceflary to the Validity and the Security of- 
the Contrail. 

Thefe Reafons, dear Z^d^r, feem very ftrong a- 
gainft fuch as maintain that it is not lawful to take 
Arms againft our Prince. I muft own to you, how- 
ever, that I am thoroughly perfuaded the People 
have no Right to dethrone their Sovereign ; I go ftill , 
farther, for I am of Opinion, that if they had fuch 
a Power, the Abufe of it would bring upon thenv . 
the greateft Miferies. 

Wheii Ive compare the Compafis between So- 
vereigns and their Subjefts to thofe between pri- 
vate Men, we run into a very great Error. We 
ought todifiinguifti between thePromifes of Kings, 
and thofe of their Subjefts ; the latter may be com- 
pelled to the Performance of their Promifes by a 
temporal Power, becaufe they are fdbjeft to Men, 
but Princes being accountable only to God, are 
not under the fame Predicament. The Engage- 
ments into which they enter with their People are 
not however ufelefs, becaufe they cannot be com- 
pelled to adhere to them, inafmuch as they are 
bindir>g before God, and in that Light Checks to 
their wills. ^ 

Reafon, and the Publick Tranquillity, may both 
be urged to eftablilh this DoiSrinc. For if it be ad-^ 

mitted. 
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mitted, that under a Pretence of vicJating the Laws, 
Princes may be dethroned, to what Mifchicfs and 
Inconveniencies would all Governments be expofed.? 
The People inconftant, whimftcal, wholly inclined 
to change, would be fubje£t to all Impreffions, ai)d 
be at all times ready to revolt. Reftlefs and un- 
quiet Spirits will always find fpecious Pretexts to 
excufe thefe Seditions and Troubles, fo in the end^ 
Peace would be loft. " I acknowledge, fays Gra^ 
tius*y that Kings are eftablifhed to no other 
end than that they might adminifter Juftice to 
their Subjeds ; but it does not follow from hence,^ 
that the People are above their Kings, Guardi- 
ans are affigned without doubt for the Good of 
their Pupils, and yet this Truft gives a Power tp 
the Guardian over his Ward, 1 know it will be. 
faid, that a Guardian who is guilty of Mal-ad- 
miniftration may be difcharged from his TruH',^ 
from whence fome would conclude^ that the 
People have the fame Right with refpeft to the 
Prince. But the Cafe is very diiFcrent ', for the 
Guardian hath a Superior on whom he d(?pends, 
whereas the Prince has none. As in finite things 
there cannot be an infinite Progreffion, fo it is 
abfolutely neceflary to flop at him, or in Repub- 

• Verum ejfe pojl Herodotum^ Herodotus pojl Hi'fiodu^ 
dixit fruenda Jujlicia caufd Reges conftitutoi, Sed non 
ideo con/equens eft quod illi infer unt Populos Reges ejje fu- 
per tores : nam ^ Tutela Pupilli caufd rcperta eft, i^ la' 
men Tutela jus eft ac pot eft as in pupillum. Nee eft quod 
inftet aliquis Tutelam ft male rem pupillarim adminlftrtt 
amoveri pofte^ quare is in rege idem jus eJfe debere'^ nam 
in Tut ore hoc procedit que fiiperiorem habet:^ ^ in Imperii s 
quia progrejfus in infinitum non datur^ omnino fh %liqud aut 
pwjhna aut cextu conftituenduni eft quorum pec t at a y quia 
Juperiorem fe^ judicem non fpubenty Deus fthi curn^^ peculiar i 
eji left at tor, Hugd (Jrotifls, tfbl fupra, torn. i. p. loS. 

* *< licks 
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' *' licks at a Senate independent of all other Powers 
" except God." 

If we attentivly confider thefe Reafons, it is 
impoffible, my Friend, that we fhould not yield to 
them, and agree that in Contracts between Subjedls 
and Sovereigns, Reafon and the public k Good re- 
quire, that Heaven only fhould Judge of the Infrac- 
tions of which the latter are guilty. 

Thofe who take upon themfelves the Chara£ber» 
6f Advocates for the Rights of the People, fancy 
that the Refpe(5l we alledge due to Princes, is the 
mere efFeft of Prejudice, which we want Spirit 
enough to get over. 3ut in this they are deceived, 
and it is eafy to prove the contrary from the Ex- 
amples of many great Men, who, though born under 
ai^ Republick, cxceffively jealous of its Liberty, have 
neverthelefs maintained, that it never can be law- 
ful to take up Arms againft Sovereigns, whatever 
Faults they<:ommit. *' We muft, fays an illuftri- 
•' ous Roman, bear the Luxury or Avarice of our 
^^ Governors as we do dear Years, Storms, and' 
*^ other Irregularities in Nature. There will be- 
^ Vices as long as there are Men, but. the MifchiefV- 
^' flowing from them are neither conftant nor per- 
** petual ; on the contrary, there are times, in 
*' which we are indemnified for thefe Mifchiefs by 
" the Benefits we receive *." 

1$ k gobble, my Friend,, to fay,^thatr a Man- 
brought up in the midft o( Romey and wha had im- 
bibed from histjender Youth Republican Principles, 
Qiould be pcrfuaded that great Refped is due even to 
bad Ainces through any k>rt of Ejrejudice? I Cannot 

f imbrts £sf cater ft uar 
Dominant turn . toleraii* 
M hdLc 'continue ii^, imr 
iv«liift. lib. iv. cap. 

helieve._ 
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believe that any Man living would advance Aich M 
Abfurdity. 

Fare thee well, Ifaacj may the God of our Fa- 
thers give thee continual Profperity. 
* Lond9n. 
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LETTER CXXXVI. 

AAROlfJ MONCECA, /^IsAACOnI$, 

Caraite^ heretofore a Rabhi at Conftanti^ 
noplc. 

ME N of Qualitv in this Country are as little at- 
tached to theCourt, as themeaner fort of Peo- 
ple are to them. For as the People (hew no RefpeA 
to a Lord fajtlwr than his Virtues and good Qualities 
demand, fo the Nobility in general adhfere to the 
Court only fo long as it appears to haVe no Defigna 
contrary to the Welfare of the People. 

One thing, dear Ifaac^ is i^iery extraordinary in 
England^ and that is, to obferve a fincere Love for 
their Country, in Men whoft Employments oblige 
them to be about the Court. In all other Countries,. 
Courtier and Slave arc fynonymouS Terms ; and with 
Rcafon, the Vices of Princes being as much adored 
by fulth'Men as their Perfons. But here, th^A^ir- 
tue and Probjty of tl.e Prince attracts Veneration; 
when they difcern in thi^jr Soveygign ^^!^aults 
which may^be preji^diciahto theif^ountry^nftea4 
of flattering hi§4D?i[cfts, they p^ovjde the teft^^^y 
can againft itr 

Thi$, 
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^ This Grandeur of Soul is the natural Confe- 
quence of the thinking Difpofition of the Englijb^ 
who, generally fpeaking, decline Employments, 
and content themfelves with the Pleafures of a pri- 
vate and retired Life. In France all the Gentle- 
men are naturally attached to the Court, even fuch 
as live in the Provinces are fo accuftomed to enjoy 
little Employments, that without them they cannot 
believe themfelves happy, or in a Situation worthy 
of their Birth. Among them the Love of their 
Country is a mere Chimaera. What fignifies the 
Misfortunes of their Countrymen to them, if they 
can but have the Pleafure of arriving, fome Way 
or other, at an Employment which puts it in their 
power to revenge themfelves upon fuch as, have 
flighted, mal-treated or injured them, while they 
were yet but -private Men? The Efiglijh think quite 
other wife 5 there is not a Man amongft them who 
has any Ambition to be the firft Slave. The Cha- 
raster of Independency appears more elevated to 
them than that fliining Servitude which charms 
moft Men in the other Courts of Europe, In this 
Country there are many private Men, who would 
refufe even the higheft Poftsx)f Honour, if they were 
to be attended with the Lofs of Freedom of Senti- 
ment, and that Liberty of Adion which is their 
Delight. ^ ^ ^ 

It is in England^ my dear IJaac^ where it may 
be faid,.that Truth is carried even to the Throne,^ 
and appears there wit^i Luftre. Happy the Nation 
fince this Cuftom hath been introduced! The 
Prince too hath fovnd his Advantage therefrom, by 
being delivered from thofe Errors into which In- 
attention' dr his Paffions betrayed him, by Repre- 
fentations prudent and fuicere. No Monarch ever 
repepted of his lifleningto the Advice of thofe who 
fet his Fwlts before him freely and truly, whereas 

many 
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many Kings have been mifled, not a few totally de- 
ftroyed, by liftening to bafe Flatteries. There is no 
Condition of Life, fays Montaigne j which Jiandi in 
need of more free and /mart Advertifements than that 
of Sovereign Authority. — Kings frequently find 
ihemfehesy before they are aware^ engaged in the tia^ 
tred and Dejiru^ion of their People^ by Steps they 
might have eafily avoided, — — Generally Jpeaking^ 
Favourites look more to their awn Affairs than to thofe 
of their Majlers ; and in fome meajure they are in the 
right. For to /peak the truths the Liberties of a true 
Friendflyip a-e ruclc and perilous Attempts when exer* 
cifed towards a Prince *. 

It is to themfelves, my Friend, that Courtiers 
owe this unl^clcy Situation, which Montaigne fo 
well defcribesi the Liberties of a true FriendJInp are 
rude and perilous Attempts when exercifed towards a 
Prince. If they all thought as the EngUJh do, they 
would never bring themfelves to fuch a Pafs as not 
to dare to cxercife their Reafon, and to look upon 
Truth as a dangerous and impra£licable Virtue, 
They would by this means have preferved a Right 
of being ufeful to their Matters, inftead of encou<» 
racing their Faults, by treating them as fo many ex- 
ccflenr Qualities. 

The fame good Senfe which hinders Courtiers arid 
Men of Quality from being Slaves in England to 
the Superior Dignity of their Prince, teaches them 
alfo how to fupport their own Quality, without 
fuflfering their Grandeur to turn their Heads. We 
very rarely fee here Men magnificently drefled af- 
fuming high Airs of State, fpeaking in an elevated 
Tone, talking everlaftingly of their Birth, their 
Dependents, their Horfes, ftrutting a tiptoe, hoift- 
ing their Shoulders up, taking Snuff, adjufting their 
Perukes, and then deciding peremptorily,' and with 
* Mo»taigne'$ Eflays, Book 111. 
3 the 
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the Air of an Oracle on Thiijgs of the utmoft Im- 
portance, fmiling or finging while one is talking to 
them, and feklom deigning to make an Anfwer in 
more than two Words. A Man of this Charadler, 
I fay, is not contmonly met with at London •^ and 
when he is, thefe affefbed Airs, which would make 
him feem fomebody in another Place, render him 
here hateful to the Populace, and ridiculous to his 
Equals. 

Ignorance is a Vice which has very fewPartizans 
in this Countiy, even among Men of Quality. In- 
flead of bluflung at a fkrid Application to the Sci-< 
ences, they (hew the utmoft Contempt for fuch as 
conceive it a declining the Privilege of Nobility to 
trouble themfelves with more Knowledge than that 
of being able to read tolerabjy and write a common 
Letter. - In more Countries than one, a Man th^t 
with a certain Air can fay a pieafant thing, is looked 
upon as a fine Fellow; in. England he would be 
ftiled a Blockhead without Mercy, becaufe there 
Things receive their Value from the Worth; a 
Lord who can fing and talk Nonfenfe to a Wo- 
man, is in that Country a Coxcomb. He who has 
thefe Phrafes everlafiingly in his Mouth, A Man of 
my Quality ^ a P erf on of my Birth ^ is laughed at and 
derided. Had he all the Quality of the Venetian 
Senate put together, and nothing elfe to recom- 
mend him, he would meet but with little Efteem at 
London, 

It is in that Country abfolutelv neceffary to have 
Merit in order to have Credit. Nobility has indeed 
Privileges, but thofe Privileges are merely honora- 
ry. A Lord who is incapable of diftinguilhing him- 
felf by his Parts, muft confole himfelf with them as 
well as he can. A Swifs Author introduces a Lord 
defcribitig his own Situation very emphatically, 
that is, fuch a Lord as hath nothing but what he de- 
rives 
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rives from his Birth. It is trui^ fays he, we cannot 
he arreftid for our Dtbts^ but then it is but here and 
there we can find Credit* Inftead of an Oathj we fay 
upon our Honours ; but to balance thisy we arefelaom 
believed: There is indeed a Law to prevent People from 
fpeaking ill of us ; but if his Lordjhip is too bufy with 
his Cane J his Lordjhip may be beat*. It is true, 
dear I/aac, all this muft not be literally taken, but 
however, it is fufficient to ibew, that in England^ 
how great foever a Man's Quality is, he muft have 
Merit alfo to render him confiderable. You need 
not therefore be furprized at feeing more Men of 
Quality Patrons of the Sciences in this Country than 
clfewhere; Ambition and the Defire of Glory ex- 
cite in them quite different Paffions than are felt by 
Men of their Rank in other Countries, where their 
Heads are turned to other Things. A Frenchman 
thinks himfelf illuftrious enough in right of his 
Coaches, Horfes, Domefticks, furniture and fine 
Clothes ; an Englijhman admits, that thefe have no- 
thing to do with Merit, and that all thefe Trifles do 
not contribute to raife his Character in the leaft. 

There is yet another Reafon which forces People 
of Diftinftion in this Country to cultivate Sciences 
and the Belles Lettres, It is the Neceffity they are 
^nder of underftanding ancient and modem Poli- 
cies, which is a kind of Knowledge for which they 
find frequent occafion. Not only Lords, but all 
Men of fuch a Rank as hope for any Employments, 
are obliged to be well verfed in Hiftory and Poli- 
ticks. InEnglandy fays an illuftrious Author, Men 
commonly think^ and Learning is even in greater' Crc'^ 
dit there than here. This Advantage is the natural 
Confequence of their Form of Government ; there are 
in London near feven or eight hundred Perfons wh^. 

• Mttralt'x Utters on the Englijh Nation. 

have 
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havi a Right to fptak in publici^ and to fuppart the 
Jnterejl of the Natkn. At Uaft^five "or fat thoufand 
pretend to this Honour in thiir'^uf^. jiU the reft 
pretend to judge of iht Behaviour of this People. £- 
very Man m^y print what he thinks fit on pubHck Af- 
fairs. Thus the whole Nation is under a Necejgky of 
knowing more than any other Nation, One hears no^ 
thing talked of but the Government of Viotmt^and A- 
thehSk A Man is forced^ whether he will orwiU notj 
to read the Authors who treat of thefe Things i this 
Study naturally leads a Man to the Belles Lettres. 
In flfbftj every Man is a fort tf a Statefinan. How 
tomes k J that our Magiftrates^ our Lawyers^ ourPhy- 
fieiansy our Eeclefiafticksy have more Learnings a bet- 
4er Tajie^ and a greater Share of fVit than the reft of 
the French Nation? Is it not trufy, becaufe their 
Condition of Life requires a greater Cultivation of the 

See then^ dear Ifaac^ the eflential Caufc of the dif- 
ference there is between Englijh and French Cour- 
tiers. The firft need nothing to recommend them 
but Patience, Supplenefs, and a little Court-Craft, 
On the contrary, the latter cannot fucceed but in 
right of fuperior Knowledge, good Senfe and requi- 
fite Learning; thefe, and thefe only, being the Arts' 
by which Rivals are to be overcome. 4 

Before I finifh my Letter, I muft take notice to 
you, dear Ifaac^ of one of the Privileges of the No- 
bility in this Country. Whoever ventures to libel 
them, is liable to fufFer deeply in his Pocket. This 
is fettled by an exprefs Law f ; and I have been told 
on this Subject a whimfical Story : The Son of a rich 
Inn-keeper having been lucky enough to pleafe the 
Wife of a Man of Quality, aid hot apprehend that 

• VoltairV LetterSf Left* xx. 

f He meaos the Aftion of Scandalum Magnatum, 

this 



y Google 



Let.136. The Jewish Spy. 121 

this Law could prove apy Bar to his Endeavours jn 
this way. He had the good Luck to fucceed in his 
Amour, and the Lord had the good Luck, if it can 
be fo called, to find it out ; upon which he ufed 
means to procure a Divorce, but failing of the ne- 
ceflary Pi-oof in the proper Court, he was forced to 
content himfelf with recovering Pamages againft the 
Inn-keeper's Son: Since this Affair it is a fettled 
Point, that a Man fails in hid refpeft to the Nobility^ 
when he becomes too agreeable to their Wives. 
However, there are fome arch People who fcruple 
not to fay, that there are fprightly Fellows who will 
c^le Women of Quality, though at the Hazard of 
their Fortunes. If the Men of Title in Italy ^ had 
any Privilege of this fort, I dare fay they would 
be as tender of it as the Englijh are of their 
Liberty *# 

Adieu, dear Ifaac^ may the God of our Fathers 
cover thee with Bleffings, 

Londm. 

* Our Author hath been not a little miftaken in thtM 
Matter^ mjhich is the only Story , of the D, of N. fuing^ 
Sir John Germaine, <who ivai an Inn- keeper* s Son at the 
Hague, noi on the Statute y Scan. Mag. hut on an ASiiort 
of the CvSztfor criminal Converfation with his Dntchefsm 
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I. E T T E R CXXXm 

Aaron Monceca, to Isaac Onis; 
Caraite^ formerly a Rabbi at Conftanti- 
nople. 

T HAVE r^d, my dear Ifa<ic^ the Relation of a- 
JL Prodigy inferted in an 1^ hiftorical Journal, aild I' 
find in it fome Things fo particular, that I perfuade 
myfelf you will concur with me in Opinion, that the 
Fads contained therein are abfolutely irreconcikable 
to Philofophic Speculations, and all the Efforts of- 
the rfeifoning Faculty. I will firil give you a faith- 
ful Extraft of what I have rejd, and then my finccrc^ 
Opinion of the fupernatural Things therein contain^^d. 

*' We have had in this Country a new Scene of 
** Vaiyjpirifm, which is duly attefted by two Officers 
** of the Tribunal of Belgrade^ who took *Cogni- 
^« zance of the Affair on the Spot, and by an Officer 
** in his Imperhl Majefty's Troops at Gradifch (in 
*' Sdavonia) who was an Eye-witnefs of the Pro-., 
** ceedings. 

*^ In the Beginning of September there died at 
** the Village of Kiftlova^ three Leagues from Gra^ 
** difch^ an old Man of above threeTcore and two : 
*' Three Days after he was buried he appeared in 
** the Night to his Son, and defired he would ^ive 
*' him fomewhat to eat. The Son did fo, the 
** F'ather eat, and then difappeared. The next 

"^ Merewi Hifcrique et Politique, 06lob. 1736. /. 
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** Day the Son told bis Neigl^bours thefe Paticu-' 
*' lars. That Night the Father did not come, but 
" thef' nei* Evening lie made him another Vifit, 
<^ and defired fomething to eat. It is not known 
<< whedler his^ Son gave him any Thing or not, 
** but the next Morning the young Man vras found' 
«< dead in his Bed. The Magiftrate or Bailiff of 
<< the Place had Notice of this, as alfo that the 
** fame Day five or fix Perfons fell fick in the Vil- 
<* lage, and died one after the other. He fent an ' 
*< exa& Account of this to the Tribunal of BeU' 
*' gradey and thereupon two Commiifioners were' 
** difpatched to the Village attended by an Execu-' 
*^ tioner^ with Inftru6bions to examine clofely into 
>* the Affair. An Oflwrer in the Imperial Service, 
** from whom we h^ve this Relation, went alfo 
*' from Grqdifch^ in order to examine perfonally an 
«* Affeir of which he had heard fo much. They 
** opened in the firft place the Graves of all who 
** had been buried in fix Weeks. When they came 
«< to that of the old Man, they found his Eyes 
*' open, his Colour frefh, his Refpiration quick' 
«' and feong, yet he appeared to be (tiff* and infen- 
«« fible. From thefe Signs they concluded him to be " 
«* a notorious Vampire* The Executioner there-' 
«' upon, by the Command of the Commiflioners, ' 
** ftrucka Stake through his Heart ; and when they ' 
** had fo done, they made a Bonfire, and therein 
** coni^ed the Carcafe to Aflies. There was no 
** Marks of Vampirifm found on his Son, or on 
«* the Bodies of the other Perfons who diedfo' 
«* fuddenly. * 

** Thai)ks be to God, we are as' far as any 
*« People can be from giving into Credulity, we 
<* acknowledge that all the Lights of Phyfick. do 
*' not enable us to give any Account of this Fa£l^, : 
^^ noi: do we. pretend to enter ii)to its Cauies. 
.1 G 2 ^' How. 
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** However, we cannot* avoid giving Credit to a 
^ Matter of Faft juridically ^ttefted by competent 
*' ajld^ttn&Uipefled .Witneflia^ efpocially fince it is faf 
<^ from beuig the only one of the kind^ .We (hall 
** here annex aalnftancc of die fame ifort in 1732, 
*« already inferred in the GUtmer^ No,. 18.' 

** In a certain Canton of Hungary^ which is cal- 
*' led in hziin Oppida Heidonuf/i, oh the other Sidd' 
** the TibifcuSy vulgarly called the TtyJJ'e ; that is to 
** fay, the River which waflies the celebrated Ter- 
<' ritory oi^ Tokay y as alfo a Part of Trmifihkmia. 
*« The People known by the Name of Heyduies be- 
*y licve that certain dead Perfons, iVhom they call 
^^ Vampires, fuck the Blood of the Livings inib^ 
*« much that thefe People appear like Skeletons, 
** while the dead Bodies of the Suckers are fo full of 
*' Blood, that it runs out at all the Paflages of their 
** Bodiea, and even at their very Pores. This odd' 
<f Opinion of theirs they fupport by a Multitude of 
*< Fa6ts attefted in fuch a Manner, that they leave 
«< no room for doubt. We fhall here mention 
*< fome of the moft confiderablc. 

.A^ It is now about five Years ago, that. a. certain 
«* : Htyduke^ an Inhabitant of the Village oSJidedreiga^ ' 
«* whofe Name was Armld Pauls was hniifod to' 
«« E>eath by. a Hay-Cart, which ran oyer him.* 
^< Thijrty I^ya after his Death, na lefs than, four' 
•^ Peribns died fuddenly, in that manner wherein, 
«*:according.to the Tradition of the Country,-thofe/ 
** People generally die who are fucked by Vampires* * 
^* Upon this a Story was called to Mindj i that this 
*• Arnold Paul had told in his Life-time, t/Za:. that' 
** ^t Cojfova on the Frontiers of the. iTurk^^Sirvfay 
*^ he bad been tormented by a Vampire ^ (now the 
<< ^ftabliihed Opinion is^ that a Perfon fucked by a 
*' Vampice^ becomes a Vampii*c kimfelfy land fucks 
^ WibiaTuJrn.) But that he had iomd a way to 

" rid 
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*' rid himfelf of this EvH, by eating foime'of the 
*' Earth out of the^ Vampire's Grave, and nibbing 
*' himfelf with his Blood* This Precaution ihow<- 
<« ever did not hinder his becoming a Vatwpire;^.in«- 
*' fomuch that his Body being taken up forty Dayt 
*' after his Death, all the Marks of a uotorbils 
'' Vampire were found thereon. His Complexion 
" was frelh, his Hair, Nails, and Bcarti were 
** grown ; he was full of fluid Blood, which' r^n 
" from all Parts of his Body upon his S^hroud. The 
" Hadnagy or Bailiff' of the Place, wlio was prdcnt 
'* at the taking of him up, and who. was a Pdrfon 
*' well acquainted with Vampirifai, caufed a. (harp 
" Stake to be thrufl, as the Cuftoro is, thrpagb the 
*^ Heart of Armld Pauly and alfo quite thnoiiifh his 
'' Body ; whereupon he cried out dreadfeUy as if he 
*' had been alive. This done*, they cut offhisiiLad, 
'' burnt his Body,, and threw the Afhes thcrcot'anto 
^^ the Sajve, They took the (kme Meafures^with 
'• the Bodies of thofe Perfons w'Ko had d red of 
** V^anipiriiin, for fear that thty {bouid falltoifack- 
" ing in their Turns. 

** All thefe prudent Steps did not binder tlieikme 
" Mifchief from breaking out again about* five 
" Years afterwards, when fcveral People! m the 
" fame Village died in a very odd Manner. Iii the 
** fpace of three Months, feventcen Pcrfons 6f all 
** Ages and Sexes ditd of Vamplrifm, fotec ifud- 
" denly, and fome after two or thwe Days fufF(*N 
" ing. Amongft others there wa« ©ne ^riojktt^ 
** the Daughter of a Hcyduke^ whofe Naiq^'WAs 
•* Joviizo^ who going to Bed in pcrfedl Health, 
** waked m the middle of the Night, >and.kaaiking 
" a terrible 0«*cry, affirmed that ttee Son of aicer- 
" Kd\ii Hey duke y whofe Name was^ AfirJifo, laind who 
1' had been dead about three Vitek^ JwidjCrttempt- 
^^ ed to ftfangle ber in ber Steep. Sh^ continued 
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•• from that time in a languiQiing Coiiditibn, and 
** in the Space of three Days died. What this 
•* Girl had faid, difcovcred the Son of Milh to be 
** a Vampire. They took up the Body, and found 
«• him'fo in effeft. The prineipal Pdrions Of the 
•* Place, particulai-ly the Phyflcian ai^d' SuYgeons, 
** began to examine very narrowly, hov/, in fpite 
♦* of all their Precautions, Vampirifm had again 
**- broke out in fo terriblea planner. After a ftrlft 
*• Inquifition, they found that the deCeafed Atnold 
•* Paul had not only fucked the four Perfons before 
** mentioned, but likewife feveral Beafts, of whom 
** the new Vampires had eaten, particu^larly the 
•* Son of Millo. Induced by thefe Circumftances, 
** they took a Refolution, of digging up the Bo- 
** dies of all Perfon$lvho had died within a certain 
** 7 ime. ' They did fo, and amongft forty Bodies, 
*' there were found feventeen evidently Vam- 
** pires. Through the Hearts of thefe they drove 
•*^ Stakes, cut off their Heads, burnt the Bodies, 
*• and threw the Afhes mto the River. All the 
•* Informations w^ have been fpeaking of were ta- 
•' keaina legal Way, and all the Executions were 
•* alfo fo performed, as appears by Certificates 
*f ftrawn up in full Form^ atcefted l^y feveral Offi- 
«rtfers in the neighbouring Garrifons, by the Sur- 
***gcens of feveral Regiments, and the principal In- 
** £lbitaat$ of the Place. The verbal ftocfefs was 
" ftiit towards- the latter End of laft^^itfrt^^ to the 
** Gouncifof War 2X Vienna^ who thereupon efta- 
** bISheda fpecial CommifHon to examine into thefe 
** FaSe. Thofe juft now mentioned wefe attefted 
^* \i^ J^ Hadnagt Barrlorar^ the principal Hey fluke 
•' of>tiid Village,, as alfo hy Bdttuir^ firft Lieette- 
<* fterat of Prince Akxander of^ Wirfemhergy Flki- 
" ftengir^ Surgeon Majdr of tht^ Regiment of /^i^rv 
!t " ^ * *>^ Jifmhergy 
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** Jiemherg^ three other Sui'gcons of <he fame Regi- 
" ment, and feveral other Pcrfons." 

I thought proper, s my dear I/aae^ to lay i brfore 
you aU the ftrang^ Stories that have been fclated oF 
Vampires, thftt you might the better judge of the 
Matter, and that the Circumftances of one Story 
might ferve to enlighten another, I fhall impatient- 
ly expe£fc your Sentiments, and in the mean time 
{hall give you my own freely. 

There are two different Methods whereby the 
FaMity of this Opinion, that dead Perfons can re- 
turn and fuck the living, may be demonftratcd 5- that 
is to fay, the Faft may be {hewn to be hnpoffible. 
Firft, by explaining by the means of phyfical 
Caufes all that is attributed to Vampirifm; and fe* 
condly, by denying totally the Truth of thcfe Sto^- 
ries, whkh I take to be the fafeft and wifeft way. 
But inafmuch as the Names of the^Perfohs who have 
figncd this Relation give fiich an Att^k)rIty thereto, 
as ferves to render it credible ; I {hall, befora I pro- 
ceed to {hew how little Refpe£t is duevte^riiefe; Au- 
tborkios in Philofophical Matcersi, admit*that feverai 
Perfons have died of that Malady, which iscaJled 
Vampiriftn. > • 

I 'lay this down as a Principle, that it ispafibk 
to find Bod ies^ which after ha'^ilng been- fomrDajps 
interred, have ^uid Blood in their Veitij^ I likewife 
aflerl-thalf' it is an eafy Matter for People to fancy 
that>they h^t been fucked by Vafnpires, ^aiid'fo to 
tafrt'ify therrrfelves by thefe Apprehenfions, as rh k 
{holt time to die of Fright : For having their Heads 
full all Day off- thefe ftrange Stories, what Wonder 
is it^ 4f at'Night, and in their Dreams, thefe Ideas^ 
{hould. flHl diftuH^ their Imagination, and jiroducc 
th^t EfFe<a which ^Terro^ ofterf product, immediate 
6r cdnfequcnti^l ©eaih ? How often havfe we feeh 
Perfons. die away on the News of fome terrible Mis- 
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fortune ? How frequently has even exceffive Joy 
producJed the fame Effect ? . . , 

In -examining the Story of the Death of thefe pre- 
tended Martyrs to Vampirifm, I difcovel* all the 
Marks of an epidemick t anaticifm/ and 1 fee clearly 
that the Impreilions of their own Fears was thfe 
true Caufe of their Deftrudion. Mark the Story 
of the Heydukes Daughter 5 fhe v;ent to Bed well, 
awakened in the middle of the Night, cried out tliat 
fhe had been attacked by a Vampire, named a cer- 
tain dead Perfon (lie had been thinking of, conti- 
nued in a languifliing Condition for fome Days, and 
then died. Whoever has Eyes, and ever fo little 
Notion of Philofophy, will eaiily difcern that this 
pretended Vampirifm is the pure Effefls of a heated 
.imagination." Here is a Girl wt)o, by her crying 
,out, pretends to have avoided being fucked by a 
Vampire; certain it is that ihe efcaped the tlinfee 
other Nights, ^vyhen to be fure there w^re People 
v/ho fat up with her. .Is not this ^a clear ai^iuvlc- 
monftrative Proof, that Ih? did rK>t die-<jf Vaitipi- 
riiiii, but of Terror, i^pprehenfion ^w^ Melan- 
choly ? 

Thofe who have been in Places afHi£led with the 
Plague^ know by Experience what- ftrange Gonfe- 
quences Fear can produce. The Mpmcfit a Maa 
is a little out of Order, he tal^es it for granted that 
he is Itruck with the epidemick Malaj^y^ and this 
alarms him fo much, that it is ten to one if he ef- 
^apes. TJ)e Chevalier de Maifm told me at Paris^ 
'that being at Marfeilles when the^ Plague raged 
there, he adlually knew ^n Inftancc of a Vyoman's 
^ying with Fear on hpr Maid's being f^iz^d with 
^ Ague,, which fhe took for the JPhgue. This 
W^p^^ah's £>alighter alfq fell into a mortal IJlpefs 
from die fame Caufe, 't'wb othef I^ei^fons in the 
iamr jfloufe took their ,Beds, feat for ^ PhyQclan,. 
' , ^id 
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and told him they had the Plague, The fame Phy-^ 
Acian jvifued the JNfaidr Servant, and the. reft of the 
Perfon? whQ y/e;re ficl^ and affured thpna that, none 
of t^m Jiad. the Plague, adyifed themi to ^ifc, to 
go about the Houfe, and to live as they were wont, 
and not to frighten theqafejvcs. But with rrfptil 
to the Miftrefs of the Family, his Care was all in 
vain, for in the fpace of two Days, as I have told 
you, fhe died of mere Apprehenfion. 

J^t me now, my Friend, examine the firft Re- 
Jation, That of the young Man who died by bev- 
ing fucked by hfs dead Father 5 be pleafed to con- 
fider the Circumftances, and you will fee that he 
died in truth of Fear, of Folly, or of the Vapours* 
The Story be told his Neighbours the firft Moaning, 
is a Proof that his Imagination was diiHrbed, and 
that he was exceflively frighted. This firft Attack 
of hi? ill-grovmded Fear, ferved to diftcmper his 
Reafon, and to render him lefs able to refift the 
next Return of his Pannick. Accordingly, when 
it did furprize him, it produced the EfFe^ whkh 
might naturally be expedbed ; it overcame his ani- 
mal Spirits, and deprived him .of Life. You will 
take Notice, my dear Jy^^r, that this did, not hap- 
pen the next I^Ji^ht, veryj prjobably for thi? Rcafpn^ 
bec^uf^ hjs Neigbbpturs watched with hifn, and 
thereby kept up nis Courage 5 or,; in other "^ordsj 
parried the Attack. \ .!, 

I ootpe nexv to fpeak pf the dead Bodies whicli 
were fpun^ full of Blood, their Beards, Naijs, and 
JHair of ;l^eir,H^ads grQwh, and^U the othier (^ir- 
cumft^nces. ,Of all thefe ftf ange Things, if we ^d- 
mit the Xrath of aj^iy part, we (ball be as com- 
plai&Bt a$ can be expelled; for to be fure; the 
greatefi: part of tb)?. Circwnftances were pure IW- 
gination. AJl Phil,ofophe;-s know how le^y the 
People in general are, arid even what a Propenfity 
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there is in fome Hiftorians to magnify whatever 
has the Air of being fupernatural. However, not 
to infift to6 much upon this, it is far from being 
impoffible to account phyfically for thefe Circum^^ 
ftances. 

Experience teaches us, that there are certain 
Earths which have a Property of preferving Bodied 
put iirto them for a long Time as frefh as when 
they were put into the Ground. The Reafoffe Krf" 
which have been fo often ftatfed, tbat it would be 
tedious, and at the fame time needfefs in me to re-^ 
peat them. At Thouloufe there is a Vauh belong- 
ing to the Church of a Monaftery, where dead 
Bodies remain fo entire, that even after two hun- 
dred Years Continuance there, they feem as frefh 
as when firft buried ; they fet them againft the 
Wall in their ordinary Clothes, and they look as if 
they were alive. What is flilt more extraordina- 
ry, Bodies buried on the other Side of the Vault, 
become Food for Worms in a Day or two at 
moft. 

As to the growing of the Nails, the Hair, and 
the Beard, the fame Thing is frequently obferyed 
^n dead Bodies in all Places. So long as there re- 
mains any Moifture in the Body, we need not bfe 
fufprized if thofe Part^ grow which require only 
!Moiflure to fupply them. 

The Fluidnefs of the Blood, and its being found 
liquid in the Veins, fefems the greateft Difficulty ; 
and yet even this may be fo well accounted fo^ bV 
phyfical Caufts, as tdr (htit Out all Neceffity of havw 
ingTccourfe to Mitacles. With refpeft to this, I 
fay^ that the Heatof the Sun ratifying the nitrouS 
Kamps in the Graves, where the Bodies lie, enables 
thereby many of thofe nitrons' Particles to infinuatfe 
themfehrcs intb the Body, where'^entering the Blood, 
and caufing k.Fentfcnt^ti<m> th^y ffiay diflblve.that 
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CoagiiWn occaAotteJ by^&datn, and make it by de-r 




^eriment. For if we boil iii a PiptLin two Parts of 
Milk,' with one' of Oil of Tartar, the Liquor will 
tiecoAie red, becaufe the Salts in tl^'e 'I'artar diflblvq 
the oily Parts m the Milk^ and turn it into a kind 
offilocid ;' tt is* "^i*ue that Blood is'naturaHy ofamore 
florid Colour, but it differs very little in Gonfiftence. 
There is therefore nothing impoffible in this Suppo- 
fition, that the Juices in the dead Body, by nitrous 
Particles fermenting with them, may furpifli a Li-: 
quor nearly refembhng Blood ; eipecially if we con-» 
fider that thefe Juices in their natural State are very 
oily, and confequently muft by fuch a Fermentation 
be of a very high Colour, , 

You -fee, dear Ifaac^ that Without abfohi'tely de- 
nying every Particular in the Certificates, it is very 
S^ffible to rid ourfdves of the ftrarigeft Circam^ 
ances in thefe , Stories. To fay the Truth, it 
would be ridiculous to give any Credit to tb^m, 
however a ttefted; For either thefe Vampires actu- 
ally go out to fuck, or they do not. If they go 
out, then they- muft be vifibie, or they muft be m'- 
vifible, as it fhould feem they are ; for upon com-" 
ing to the AiEftance of thofe who cry out, there is 
nothing to be feen. It follows then that the^Bo-! 
dies do not go out. ., This Poi^t beiag: gained, we 
muft fiippofe that it Is the Soul, Now th^ SqwI is 
either fpiritual, or ^compofedi of a very fubtile M^t-p 
terj &ali we fuppoie then, that in this fubtile Mat- 
ter the Blood is, carried to the Grave, and there 
poured ihto^thyfepdy?. Is not this fending the Spul 
of a firange Errand ? To fay the Truth, ^njr dear 
tfaacy 1 am afliajiied to fpend/o much Tin^e in ex-" 
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pofing Va^itifm,' anH .find ynyfelf pre<^fely.in the 
Situation of that N<ixar4ni £)9£br/ wkonfaid/t^t 
he biuih^ for thofe whom he fefted:^ daduatTthe 
Neceffity he was under of ipeakir^ tb' thwivin fuch 
Terms*. I told you at fi^flr, that there ivaa very 
fmall heed to .be given, to thefe wonderful. Cextifi- 
cates, which when thoroughly examined, have really 
ve^r little Authority. 
Farei^rell, Ifadc^ live well, contented and happy. 

- Lmdotu . 
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LETTER CXXXVIIL 

Aaron Monceca, /^ Isaac On is, 
CaraiJe^ formerly a Rabbi at Cpnftan- 
tinb^le. 

^■^HERE are in th?s Country, dear Ifaacj as 
;; many ditFereht Sefts as in Holland. The 
Englijh are too jealous of their Liberty to fubmit 
to the Neceffity of thinking in one Way,, or tabe 
with-hcld from ftfifcing out now arid then, to fee 
what fort of Countrj^ the Land of Erfor is, Thfey 
wiH makt^ ufe of their Reafon in all their Ataions, 

• Zed }am fudet me ifia rjefellere, dum M non fuduerit 
y^a Jeruii^, Cum vtro aufi fint etiam ta defender e^ non 
jam evmm^ fed ifjius Generis humanii me puditt^ ciijus oh- 
as bacfnr^pQtuerHni, ^u^.. Epijlv LVI. 

• ' . ' and 
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like this, Peo'ple of ^IfReiJgiori^ a¥e ftfe fr<)nf Fire^ 
though not frbmfhe'Rkj^^ofthe'Ecclefikfttcfe. The 
PrieSs of tKe difFei'ent* S'eftaf ^hate dine anrifhef mpr- 
tally, and their i iicntly difftife^ itfdJF 

thrbugh their Fl6( iteen fome Biffio^'i 

whb would have given 'teii^Y^l^rs Reyeniit to* have 
indulwd theihfelVes their full SSteinjg in perftcittii^^ 
the Wbnconfordifts ; as thefb ajgaih, on the other 
hand, ^Vc)uld be ihfinitdy oveijoytd, tbnld they birf 
abfolutely e^tinguifc E{)ilh)pacy', ^d didlrdy thA 
pneftly Poriiji, ^e Sight of ^;i^hich thty hm f«tK 
lb much Pain. For you muft know, that notwirh- 
flariding the fundamental Points are the fa^d witfi 
Churchmen, and with Preifbyterians, yet that Heat 
with which they efpoufe thbfe Differences, whiclif 
^U of thettt oWn to be unefierttial, is fo vh>^ehf^• 
thaf iit has fc^metiiiies come to (hddding 6f Blood; 
^Thu^ by an fncbm^rehenfible Madnefs, at the (aini 
timfe that th6 Papifts ardently endeavour the Dfe- 
ftru^ioii of all Proteftants, Proteftants themfdves 
contribute to facilitate their Defigns by itiiitually 
deftroying each other, or at leaft contributing to 
each other's l5eftru61ionj only becaufe they ari^ 
called bv tbfe different Names bf Churchnieri and 
firefly fenans, Ybu may very poffibly be defirous 
of knowing What are the Sources of theft Divi- 
fiohs i it is by chance in my Power to give yod 
fome Account of this Matter, efpecially in refpedl 
to the french and Walloon Preftyterian Refugees iri - 
England* ' " 

I was gbing the other Day With oh^ bf fnj^ FnencJs 
by'the\Fr^«ff Churth, he defired I vvbuld ^ in 
and hear the Sermon : You know it is ia Cuftoni 
with me to gb into the Places of Devotion of all 
SeSsi ih ordei- the better tb comprehend their 
DbaHhes, ind their Cerembriies; I therefore rea- 
dily agl^'<^^ to* hi^ Propofal, and ta \^e' w^ht; f 

■i* was 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Lct.ijS. Th JtwT^n S'pY. 12$ 

was perf^f niviflied ^iUi the tnodtift and fob^ 
BegwiBingi of Ae Preacher's Difcourfe; yet l>efoi^ 
h^ had i well opened rt, I heard a prodigious Kbijfe 
m the Qliirch^'- AH who were prSetit t^ga^ to aft 
like-' tfie Cbnvulfionifts in Frartce^ one eoiighed, 
another ftieezed; foi^e fhook their Heads, moft .p'f 
them put their Hands to their Hats ; but above dH, 
fome People ih a Gallery over-ag^inft me fefemed 
to lofe all fort of Patience; they fpr^iad piit thefr 
Arms,andputthemTelves into fuchridic'ulousPoftutes, 
that I cbuld not forbear afking my Friend what 
was the matter: But guefs my Surprize, wHert oh 
burning towards him, I faw him playing Tricks 
like the reft. Lord blefs me^ faid I ^ what is the 
matter ? Is it thus you behave in a Place of PuhUck 
JVorJhip! Let us go oiit,^ faid he, I find it is i?ri- 
pojfibie fpr me to keep rhy Temper^ or to avoid giving 
a puhltck Tejiimoriy 6f the jufi Senfe T have of the 
Affront offered to our Church. Upon this, up he- 
ftarted, and out he went, followed by at leaft three 
Fourths of the Congregation. Pray tell me^ faid 
I, when we were in the Street, w^W this\ Maimer 
is? Is there in your Religion any Feajls* ivhich cfp- 
proach the ancient Bacdhanaha, or have youf Priefts. 
the Power of turning your HeKiis before they hciife 
well opened their Mouthi f Ahl that PreaSetiisud 
he, hath violated one of our mofl f acred Rites \ I 
will tell jou his Crime ; he had the Affurance to 
preach without putting on his Hat. Blejs me^ re- 
plied I, what great Harm was there in that? 
Would his DoSlrine have been h grain the worfe oit 
this Account? Do you think that having a Hat dh 
alters a Man*s Thoughts^ or that it gives him clearer 
or brighter Ideas ^ than if his Head Was uficoU&edf 
I now begin to unJerJiand what you all meant by clap^ 
ping pur Hands to your Hats\ at firfl I n^ujt own 
that I thought you were all Ajhahea^ tt ivtr^ to 

be 
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Ton do well, replied my Friend, you have a Right t9 
a^ ^ you pU4:fi,'and'fo haw w^\ whilf there are 
French? and Walloon PrefiyterlanSy there wlll^ 
*thi^iki. he tfGod^ ie found Men who will Rick to 
thfir oiwti'Cvfiom^^ and preach with jhelr Hats on^ 
in fpight of" all the lordly Prelates upon Earth, Say* 
ing this, he turned about, and left me abruptfy, 
and with an Air of Difconteiit. 

You muft not be furprteed, my dc^r Ifaacy at 
this want of Decorum in my Friend, or at the 
Intemperance of his Zeal. The Pjefbyterians in 
general are exceffivcly prejudiced in favour of theij 
Mode of Wor(hip, and of all their .Cuftonfis^i Tliejf 
are tnorofe and very petulant, and have no fort or 
Complaifancc, if you attempt in the verieft Trifle 
to put the^i^out of their way. The greater Credit 
their Adverfaries have, the'greater Obftinacy tliey 

Jut on. It wojuid be an eafier Talk to perfuade the 
anfenifts to accept the ^;Bull Umgenitus^ than 19 
perfuade the Prefbyterlans to put their Hats on when 
the Pfahns arq fung, or' to put them oiF, when they 
are only read.' ^ehold, dear Ifctacy for what Whint* 
fies thefe People contend. A Man muft be very 
fond of the Tide of Nonconformity y, who merely 
|br the Sake thereof would rcflife to quit fuch ridt- 
9uious Cuftoms. , . ' .. /, . ; 

I Vou muft not fancy tlut the Churchmen 14 
this Country, are a grain more reafonable or leU 
whimfical. If one of ♦their Preachers was to put 
on his Hat, it wouid put his whole Congregation 
in a Flame ; and they had rather fee all the Non- 
cpnformlfts in the Univcrfe perilh, than fhew them 
fp muqh brotb^i'ly Lpve and Tender neCs as to, part 
with their Surplice, or the ,icveral Genuflexion^ o| 

?' eir Clergy in tiie Celetratipn of, Divine Soijvicc* 
ou are srn obftinate Crew, fay they irnperioufly to 
the^ Px:eibyterian$) who., >y ill npt be ^perfuaded tp 
'^' ■ " ' lifien 



y Google 



V 



138 TBe jfEwisti Spy. Cet.138. 

liften to ' thr GhuF^ I in Things whidi are con- 
fefledty indifferent. You'are Perfecutors, reply, the 
Prefi>yteriaii$ fier|;el|r^ inafmuch as you v^ould ty- 
rannicaUy fobj^it-us^^ Cwftoms of human In^^en- 
tioi). It ia; precifely b^qaufe t^cy are iadifi^rcjat, 
that yQu are ineixcufaWcjt baqaiiifci while you c^nfefs 
them to be fuch, ypu would compel us tp r^etei ve 
and to fubmit Ko thetn^^. thoi^h we know this to be 
a Thing indifferent. v 

The Drcfs and Countenances of the Prefbyteri- 
ans, efpecially of tbeir Preachers, anfwers exaSUy 
iheir true Charadl^; they walk gravely, and with 
a very ftiff Air; their Heads and Faces are in a 
manner hid by overgrown Hats> anct their $houMers 
covered with a moft enormous large Cloak. If 
t)ne of thefe Re?erend Perfons was to appear at 
Paris^ he would be taken for fome grave old Di- 
vine, who by appealing to fome future Council, had 
cmbarraffed himfetf with his Bi&op^ and was in ab^ 
folute Difgrace at Coiirt. i 

A Clergyman of the Church is quite ^ anofther 
Creature; he is dreffed in a light eafy Cafibcic, 
tied with a Surcingle; over this he weaips- a J^rgc 
Bowing and magnificent Robe, very gracefully ga-^ 
thered on his ^hpulders into a hundred'PlaitS; d 
good Wig well powdered, or light enough t0!'\iatrt< 
non^, fets off bis ^Fatce, and an excellent .:gbpd 
Beaivef V\rith a ,cjwn^ly Hat- band and Rofe< for^ 
ma»B^ this. Thus equipped, ; they refemble ftrong-^ 
ly fthe better 'fort 6f Ecdcfiafticks in France^ vfhd. 
pi^i^ themfelves upon I>refs, and are frequently 
to be met with in great Cities, haughty, fuperb,^ 
and fcomfuK Such a Clergyman looks down ori 
othei? Mortals as pStiful Infe^ fcarce Worthjr 'bf 
bis Attention, confidering himfelf as- alreda^ i 
Btfbbp, and in xonfequencic thereof a Mertiber of 
thfc Houfe ofjbords; <Mad^fl^ hirlieart to fee the 
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Pretbptni^'^^pf^l^' i D^flflcc dt" his Grandeur, 
laughifll WJfHkffiiWt^ftfit^kink that this very Dif- 
liRe kteps * thenfi^oi^^ «f 'the R<)ad of acqa*?Mi]^ it ; 
dJ^'jifteadii^ ttfeftriHg to^Uh^ite him and th« if^flr of 
1^ ^l^©riitbl*fi#rrftifli 16^ th^^ Faith he proftfles, he 
t!l?ilfe&df«oiA4Wgb^fdl»ding th^ir Obedfehce^ wivich 
Vfi&imt^€^rjk6tiy lie ^biSltfei ^whehever it li^s iwhts 
P<>Werk^^ ted Wohi, fierce artd untraQable,' hfec&ufe 
he is of the eftabliflied Religion, he would hav^ all 
Thingij' bend bcfore^him^ atid to paint him to the 
Life, dd btrt figure to yourfelf, ffaacy ajeftijt^ who 
to eohvert all the P?oteftartts in the World, would 
not pirt with ft fmglc? Lamp whfch barns befdfe'thi^ 
Jmdge 'ttf 'St. i^«^f/W, the Chief ^and Lawgiver of 
hisOrdi^rV ^ 

I« owtt thaffwhcfilleft P^/riVy I thought?! had 
!ott for ever the Janfinl/h'^^nA the Molfnj/fs i but 
6nc& my Atn^'sA h\ EngidHd, I have foiand them 
s^in h^ the Church men attd Diffifit^ts^ whohavte 
copied them fo perfeftly, that if Miraclfes W^re in 
f^ii^kn^htftty zs'tw France zt\A lAltaiy^ 1 fliodld not 

Jtiefiion in the'ieaft feeing now and th^n SLh'E^iiJh 
^relate dai<iowiadd, for hstving been zealoUisf in per- 
ifecutrng Afew Cd»x, or many Diflenters in ConvaP- 
fions at the Grave of feme Saint jP^?m 6f theJr oWft 
Fraternity.' - >^ ^ V; r. \ 

Th6 'EngliJb'rm.kQ a Jeft ttf-the rengiourDifpnt^B 
■which at this Day divide R-anc^y and^ f they tea vfe 
cercaji^ly Rekfon. There cannot be a^ gjrettct 
Weaknefs,' "or a niianc^ dagram Sign of Sniperft5ti<m 
ambngft ^ an)n Natron, than their bcih^ the ©apes 
of tbe Hattedy^ 'AmWtioh^ and felfe Faith! of Cer- 
tain boU^ EcicieTiaftioks^ -who under pretence of ^epl- 
Kgheertiog' cenatih F^hti of Do<arirte^ iHfiiirb So- 
ciety/ «tW in d4eifMiid intei^ the Stat© Ih^ tteh: 
petty Qurfi^efe.l'^ A^r aH,' are not the Mngli/khifW'' 
•ever in^the?falnae'0»xd«ifott witl^ thefr^oW? Ai^ 

not 
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not thcjCbfM-ch Djvinc&a^^ctafijrQMjGiof inflaming 
tk^k i?€aW^t^gainil,.ifb^ .Noncdirfqlaaifc If it 
dQpG^4^d^ MppA>* tl^rn^i wHl.^dieyi^nofc &r^ aH the 
'VV'^pf^4',|:<^ hJj^.Obe<Uc«we^ cyctt bbofn^ it^ere at 
thj<^.jjE?^p^n^€ <»f half MftnkiactivAitiinoft they in- 
lHwjt4y» (JriighiEed /Vvith tha(t^8hi*eithey have in the 
Q^t^i>>P>^ft$i)' ^nd do they not make the utmofl: 
ljfej:crf^iit ^f^j 'iix^ ^blcj in fhort.^ .Can there be 
found a more perfect Copy of the French Jefuit, 
t}]f^fi i^ tfhe^f?^^^}^ High-Churchman \ Or can two 
Pe^\«:^/eremble each other more than the Prefliy- 
terian and .the yanj}ni/ft Tbeie laft are^ equally 
-obftinate in their Opinions ; they declaim cqnftaiitly 
and loudly againft all Honours and Preferments, 
with which ho\ve\er it is impoilible that either 
ihonld^ bf '^^I'oubled, ^Th^y ai^itt a rnoro^ Ai^ a 
Twang through the Nofe in Preaching, a kind of 
^erpo Drefs, are declared Enemies to Pleafure, 
hate their^tjr^ncjieis deviQutly, are excelliv^ly ambi- 
tious 5 and cloak all the fe hopeful Qualities with 
exterior Piety. . ^an Moruk refeaihle o«© another 
more iperfe<SHy ? ' » .- .' 

You muft therefore, dear Ifaacy acknowledge, 
that the Englijh very unjuftly reproach. the French 
,with the Troubles which Mclinifm and Janfenifm 
cre^jt^ Ux their Country. It would be eai^y ioftftit 
^Frfficb, {to j ufli fy .themfcjyes by reGJ^mi nati.»g. % do 
•adipiitithat the Mad«ef^ of one People cannot juf* 
fifyclhcMadnefs of aiiother, but, howeyei'-, jt ^xnay 
Terve tp excufe itr Every where if you find Di- 
vi|ie9, you find arapj,\gft tfhfim Ambiti^n^, Jeajoufy, 
/y^^nit^j^^and of confequcnc? ftifipute^^^nf^Perfecu- 
^qn. , J,b^ vcpiwffiqn Pqople, ,bMtH^trga4% ^^J^crc 
„t,o diiF?rep^ Opinions, ju^ a§,t>fy ft5ikf:rf|e«;^ohThey 
bav^ neither , Seftfe, /enough mI^ fatbqqij AlP»m^: »or 
;Pr^f}ep5e enough to avoid tb,enaj>f \yet|^ee4^^ then 
be a(loni/he4.,tii^t they iq)^m.k)^^}y .^^« Guides 
.1 ^hcy 
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thefiiiave made duNce of. At LwiioH ^he Suite 
aa$ widt frfpeft? to tfce Ghutth attd t^-P/efbyte- 
riansg ijuft as at Paris^ betwden tfare M^hi^Jii an^^tihe 
Janfim/isi and alwayt wifbotit khbwing why itin- 
duiesitatkec tbi? waycban^hlt. If there wi^re^ndne 
bat Rhtiofii^bersiatidrDi^iifes in the Wd^ldy tbelat- 
teingnouUliieeitainlytbe ofoH^d toabandojA^hdrDtf- 
pdtes^ ibr I (ivant ofl iinding - Difdpltfs > lk> - maintain 
themi ' 

Farewell^ dear Ifaac^ live happy and contettt^ and 
athers remo?» hr ftom thee 
Spirit. 






LET T E R CXXXIX. 



V 



A'A^tt~dM Mono EC A, /^ Isaac On is', 
Caraite. formerly a Rabbi at Cdnftaritl- 

THE£»^g^,'rayFri^d, ar^perfaadedi that with 
reif)^ t6 the Sciences i^itiy excel ^l othidr Na- 
tlotj^r-i^They iinig^fife that Nature hath furnifhed 
th^i^With Tai!^ht«;» whrch fhe hath denied ta^other 
Pcijile.^ ^When th^y are told that there is no tbii- 
vineln^ReaforiapJiearsiftJuftification'of this their Af- 
fcftf6h,^ and (bdt^Aereis fomethin^ very bddin fup- 
pofing that a-Mah^bbrn ten Leagues off thdr Shore, 
or ipdeed ^at^any tw^o Men bom ten' Eeagtres a- 
funder,'4ibuld not hkve as niuch Wit th^ on^'as ' 
the other', they prefently run you oVet at Lift of ' 
their celebrated Authbrs, charadcrize each ofthem 

in 
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in a pompoit^nunner^ ami th^ ftu^ihe Qj^ftion ; 
Wh^r^ if thfi tbins Ik fif9t'iii&.jtlW^ir»jr^r«fattre aro 
noii^ many great iMfa^foaiH^iftMV'Otto' Natami 
SiijcK,as 4iipui^ ixhfmtfy wi^ the ^mgli/k, tvA^i»c)^ 
as, icftnnot>g$t <w^. thfwr tiatitf^tl Prf^iKiie^ eiriiea- 
vour to /id thcinfelvii8e:Qf this DaAs^}^ tar deoy mg 
that the Authors of whom the Bingk/h boaft are at all 
fuperior I to Uiofe of othusr Natioxis^i JBttt if we (peak 
truly and fincerely, we muftcoafefs that this Obje&i- . 
on is ^ eafily fbifted oiF« It tnuftoa the contrary 
be owned> that the EngUJh. have amopgft them 
Writings^ which fecm to haviC boen. dii^ited ^r.i 
Perfons of more than human Capacity. ^WhoeYer 
has read Loch and Newton with fuch Application as^ 
is neceflary, in order to tafte the Excellency of their 
Wrkings, cannot but be convinced that there arc 
among the EngUJh certain learned Perfbns who think 
more freely, and more folidly, than the Learned in 
other Nations. , 

I know^ dear Jfaacy that the Liberty which die 
People -enjoy here, gives a cer^in Hardinefs and 
Elevation of Mind, which is not to be found in 
many >other Countries. If we will have Men Philo* 
fophers^ we muft allow them Liberty of Thought, 
and the free .Ufe* of their Reafon^ It would be as 
wild and as ridiculous to U>ok forfucl^ a Perfon att 
Lockt m Spaifiy as to thi^k of /malting an Orange 
grow; as happily, and tor thefame degree'iof ]Per- 
fedtion in a little Tub as Jn the qpei^ 4^ir>>^d(in 
a Sojl fit for it. But if there are^atioAs pampered 
and ;.op^e0e<^, there are al(i» f(M^ o^H^^N^ionS; 
not, a g«aiiV" le/§ free, than -the M«i{ifi^§^^ who 
might th^efpre . give the , ian^,rt'Opfe to^eff Ifoz,-^. -, 
ginationn; a% they . do, WJiet^;^ thes^ conf^ M, tl^af 
even amoMftiJthi5iPi thj^i^ ^e flpfcPJh^l<tfoi^ls eSiyil 

5 
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You iee, 4kar ffaac^ that fome Re^^ns there are 
which ieem at le«ft to favour the Opinion the Inha* 
bitants. of chii^^ staked i^, that there 

is oiore Wtt, Reaoh^ in- Scknce a<> 

mongft them than aiBongK cueir Neighbours ; but 
after aU^ t^fe^ ReafcM are rather fpecious than fo- 
lid: For if Things are fearched to the Bottom, we 
ffaall lind^ that there are among other Natrons Per- 
fons of as great and (hining Parts, as amongft the 
EngKJh^ though tkey have not written fuch perfed 
Pieces. What I advance on this Subjedb will ap- 
pear a Paradox, however there is nothing more cer- 
tain. In the Time that Philofophy was obfcured bjr 
the dark Mifts thrown thereupon by the Commen- 
tators of ArtJlotU and the Schoolmen, the EngUJh 
were in the fame Condition with their Neighbours, 
as much blinded and cramped in their Difboveries as 
they. All the Force of their Imaginations did not 
fet them at liberty \ they were as much the Slaves 
of Ariftotk^ and as much in love with the eflential 
Forms, which was the Jargon of his Difciples, as 
thofe whom they nov^ excel; they fubmitted to the 
Yoke of the Romijh Divine^, and had Schoolmen 
amongft them as well as elfewhere. A Frenchman^ 
\ti thofe Days of Darknefs, had the Courage to re- 
fufe paying Homage to this Idol. He <)id more^ 
be Wrote againft its Worfliip ; and Gaffendl^ by his 
learned Diftertations againft Artfiotlt^ became the 
•Forerunner of Defcartes^ the Reftorer of true Phi- 
lofophy^ and the great Scourge of the Peripateticks* 
Aiankiiid' -after having been (q long plunged a«f»idft 
Vifions and Chimeras, began on a fudden to ufe*^ 
their Reafon, andto examine Opinions before thev 
lecfeiveildlieiTfr'^Ili tonfequence of this a multitude 
o^ iy%kxfiisriii$ ^^^ and ufcfiil, fuc-* 

ceeded to lying Tales rad grofs Puerilities.. Nar 
r ^ lure's 
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ture's abhor>.ig a Vacuums was found tp b^ a mere 
Whim, the Air appeared to be a heavy Body, Te- 
kfcopcs were inventid, Geometrir was e^xteniled 
much farther than it had ever been ; and by habi- 
tuating thcmfelves to R^afoo, M«n went inf^nfibly 
iar; greater Lengths than at the firft themfelvj^s could 
4iave hoped. 

Whik thefe happy Revolutions were m^de in the 
Republick of Science in France^ what paffed in Eng^ 
land? Little ; one might fay, nothing* Hobbes^ 
the Friend and Admirer of Gdjindiy wasalmoft the 
only great Phitofopher in this Country. But what a 
Difference was there between Gajftndi and Hobbcs ? 
His Works*, though they have in them good Things^ 
may yet be appealed to in proof of the Superiority 
of the French Author. - We fee in them no efta- 
blifhed Syftem fupported by perfuafive Arguments ; 
in many Places he is very Hard, and in others, not 
at alJ to be underftood. Where he feems to make 
Matter the firji Caufe d all Things, be feems to 
be below Spinofa j where he afferts God to be the 
Creator of the World, he is by no means equal to 
Defcartes^ who, to fay the Truth, opened the Eyes 
of OtiQ Englijb Literati. 

- No fooner they faw their Errors, than they began 
t9;make'extr^rdinary Ufes of the- Lights they had 
received, and perfeiSled many Things which others 
had but begun > they did that for Succeeding Gene- 
rations, which the Difciples of Defiartes had done . 
for them ; that is to fay, thfey put Knowledge into 
a. proper Train, and left it to be farther cultivated 
by. their Pofterjty. ; j 

• Efemetitorum 'JPhilofophia fi^ia prima df Corpore. 
See alfo Pr^lediones fix ad prj>feJfores Sfpvilianos* And , 
another Book, in^tuled, Dq^Uotnine, Jivt Ehmentorum 
Fiilofophia^ Seiihficunda. 

' linake 
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I make no Difficulty of affirming, that there 
wants as much Quickneis of Thought, and as great 
Strength of Genius to diftinguifh the Road to Truth 
in the midft of Errors, as to purfue that Route hap- 
pily when once it is difcovered.* I do admit, t.iat 
Newton is much fuperior both to Defcartes and Gaf- 
fmdi. But if the Englijh Philofopher had lived at 
the fame time they did, it is poffible he might not 
have gone fo far. Confider, niy Frien^ that the 
firft Principles of Newton's Philofophy, are the fame 
whicli Gaffindi eftablifhed on the Ruin of Peripate- 
ticifm. The Neceffity of a Void which had been fo 
long exploded, arid almofi forgotten for twelve hun- 
dred Years, was firft demonftrated by the Gallick 
Sage. It is on this Void fo ftrangely recovered, that 
Newton ioundiS thofe Reafons of his, whereby he 
£hews the Pofitions laid down by Defcartes to be im- 
poiifibie. And if by this Means he has vanquifhed 
the Carte/tans y it muft be allowed that he does it by 
virtue of the Force borrowed from Gojfendi, 

I am fatisfied, my dear Ifaac^ that if we refleft 
attentively, we (hall fee no Caufc to allow^this Claim 
the Englijh put in, to Superiority of Genius over ail 
other Nations. It muft be acknowledged that they 
are actually the greateft Philofophers in the World. 
But as I have (hewn they owe this in feme Mcafure 
to the Fremb^ fo it is not impoliJbie that this Na- 
tion in its Turn may hereafter produce fome orreat 
Man who may not only equal, but even exceed th(i 
iUuftrious Newton. But with rcfpe^l to fuch as to 
defeat this Claim deny the E?tcellence of xho. EngUjb 
Philofophers, we muft nccelTarily afcribe this to 
Blindnefs, owing either to Prejudice or to Ignorance. 
In order to he aflured of this, we need only com- 
pare the Sages of England with thofe whom cheir 
Adverfaries oppofe to them, and the Tiuth wiil 
clearlv appe^^r'. 

VJl. IV. H Def^mas 
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Dcfcartes d^ftroyed the Chimseras of the School- 
men ; he taught Mankind how to difcover the Er- 
rors of the Ancients, and thereby pointed out the 
Means of difcovering bis own. He made a great 
Progrefs in Geometry ; and we owe to him the 
Application of Algebra to Curves. He wanted but 
Jittle of perfeding Dioptricks, which in his Hands 
became in a manner a new Science. He made uie 
in this Branch of Science of that Geometrical Turn 
and Quicknefs of Invention with which Heaven had 
bleffed him, and which he had heightened by a 
moil affiduous Application. Behold the mighty 
Talents of this Man, but remember at the fame 
time his Defefts. He was deceived in his Notions 
of the Soul. His Proofs of. the Being of a God 
are not always either juft or evident. Innate Ideas, 
which he obftinately maintained, have not the leaft 
Appearance of Truth. He has advanced fome Er- 
rors about the Laws of Motion and the Nature of 
Light. He has done ftill more, he haa adapted 
thofe Puerilities, and that playing whh Words, with 
which he reproached the Schoolmen. He treats his 
own Term indefinite exa^Stly as they were wont to 
ufe their Terms, alledging that Space and Matter 
are not cither finite, or infinite. In fine, he would 
perfuade us that his Belief was tliat God could change 
the Efl'ence of Things, 

Nnvton did not only make ufe of the Lights, but 
of the Faults of Defcartes ; he went jas. far beyond 
the Point where he left Geometry as Defeartes had 
done beyond that Point where he found it. In this 
refpecl: 1 mull own, th;t the Merit is equal in each 
of our Phiiofophers. But at the fame time it mull 
be acknowledged, that Newton is ^ much greater 
Cieometrician than Defcartes^ and in all the other 
Part^ of Philofophy he has the fame Advantage. One 
may fay that Ne%vton has difcovcred a jiew World, 

and 
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and found the Means of explaining the mofk ab- 
ftrufe Things. He has {hewn the Errors of Def- 
cartes as to the Nature of Lights and which is 
much more, he has fubilituted in their ftead. Prin- 
ciples that are true, and which are demonftrated to 
be fo> bv many Experiments. He has deftroyed all 
his Forttces; he has {hewn the Impoffibility of their 
Exiftence, he has fubftituted iu their Place Attract 
tion^ the £(Fe£b of which he has demonftrated, and 
calculated its Proportions. It is to this Philofopher 
the Univerfe {lands indebted for that prodigious 
Knowledge which he brought to Light. It was 
Newton who taught all the Learned, to their no 
fmall Amazement, that a Tendency to the Center was 
the fole Caufe that Bodies weigh in Proportion to 
their Matter ; and that to the fame Caufe was ow- 
ing the Motion of Planets and Comets. If it were 
poiEbde to believe that any Man might remain un- 
equalled^ one w6uld be tempted to fuppofe it was 
this Phik>fopher, who has fo clearly manifefted the 
Laws of Nature. At Icaft, it, muft be acknow- 
ledged, that if any one hereafter fhould arife capa- 
ble of rivalling this great Man, fuch Philofophers as 
we have at prefent in the World are infinitely his 
Inferiors. 

Some very learned Men, and above all the C^r- 
tefiansy affedt to compare Mcdlebranche with Locke* 
I find, dear Ifaac^ the fame Difference between 
thefe Philofophers, or at leaft as great a one as be- 
tween Neivton and Defcartes, MallebrMtnche^ \n his 
fublimc and extravagant lUuiions, appears rather a 
Poet than a Philofopher. He aimed too high, and 
inftead of reaching Heaven as he intended, J)e has 
got but half way. So that he can neither dilcovcr 
what he endeavours to find out, nor, by his Height, 
xan he penetrate the Secrets of Men. He admits 
innate Ideas, and alfo others by v/hich we fee all 
H 2 Things 
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Things in God. He could not pcrfuade himfelf 
that the Exiften'ce of Bodies could be demonftrated. 
In 'a word, his Philofophy is no more tlian an in- 
genious Romance, which is fometmies very xinintel- 
ngible. 

Locke^ always wife, and alw^s ftuffiotis of Truth, 
la}'s cJown Principles perfeftly right, draws Confc- 
quences frotn them which are ftriftly juft, rs exafl: 
in all his Proofs, and has difplayed all the hidden 
Secrets of the human Underftanding. He has 
taught the Learned not to decide on any thing 
whicii is not thoroughly known. Before his time 
Philofophcrs had given us their own VHions on the 
Nature of the Soul for Truths, he has deftfoyed 
thefe Chimaeras, ruined the Dodrrne of innate Ideas, 
and demonftrated to us that all our Ideas are derived 
to us from our Senfes, Having anatomized as it 
were the Caufes of the human Reafon, and cxpdfod 
to Mortals all the Knowledge it is poffible to hope 
of the Effence of the Soul, he has made thcni- ob- 
ferve with equal Candor and Sagacity, that they 
never could have comprehended the Nature of the 
human Mind, if God had not been pleafed to gra^t 
to a material Being the Faculty of thinking. ' 

Confider, dear Ifaac^ how much more certain, 
more natural, and, if I may be allowed the'fkpref- 
fion, lefs raritied his Sentiments afe^tihah-ilhttrib of 
-Mallebranche, Compare the Candbr and ^ Sincerity 
of the Englijh Metaphyfic ian with the Preftwnfition 
and Pride of this Frenchman. He not-only bounded 
the Power 0;f the Divinity with refpe6l to the Souls 
of Men, but adopted a Syflem as ridiculous as it is 
unfuftainable with refpefl: to thofe of Beafts, whom 
he would have to be mere Machines, like to Clocks, 
sating without ^leafure^ roaring without Pain, nei- 
ther deftring , nor fearing any thing.. Certainly, my 
Yxi^X^AyuMallebranche tnnik have had a great deal of 

Vanity j 
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Vanity ; if he fancied that it was in his Power to 
induce Men to take up with fuch Dreams as thefe, 
I itnow very well that he did but follow Defcartes^ 
who invented them, but he is nothing the lefs blamer 
able for that, he ought not to have embraced, but to 
have rejeiSledthcni. But how came he to take into 
^ his Head that Matter was fufceptible of Thought ; 
he,J fay, who admitted the Exiftence of Bodies out 
of mere Complaifance, and who found fault with his 
Mafter for not abfolutely denying it ? In order to he 
fully convinced^ faid he, that there are Bodies^ it 
ought not only to be demonjiratcd that there is a Gcd^ 
and that Go4 zuill mt deceive us^ but ^ifo that God 
has affured us, that he . has effe^ually created them^ 
which I do not find proved in any of the Works, of M* 
Defcartes. God informs the tinder/landings and 
obliges us ta ^afj^rd our Afjent two Ways: By Evi- 
dence^, and bylFaith* I admit that Fdith obliges us to 
own. thgt there are Bodies^ but as for any Evidence I 
fee it not* Nor do I think there is any fufficient to 
enforce our Belief*. Do you believe, my Friend, 
that Zr^^^^ would have ever attempted to prove, that 
there is nothing exifts but 6W, and our Minds? 
No, no, he was too wife to awiufe himfcrlf with fuch^ 
blind Ulufions. 

Farewell, dear Ifaac^ live happy and content,, and 
never become the Votary of any Philorophy, which 
is not warranted by Reafon. 

LondoTim ' 

♦ Recherche de la V.erite^ Eclairciffement fur la i. Li-. 
vTe* p. 499V 
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L E T T E R CXL; \ 

A A RON MON C E C A, /<7 ISAAC OnIS, 

Carat fe^ formerly a Rahbi at Cpnftan- 
tinoplc. 1 " • 

IN my laft Letter, dear Tfaacy I gav6 yoii fbJne 
Account of the Englijh Philofophers. In this T 
propofe to continue that Account, and to give you 
fome Ideas of the other learned Men of that Coun- 
try. You are acquainted with the Works of the' 
famous Chancellor i?^ri?;/. He was in fome fort the 
Precurfor of Defcartes and Gajfendi. One may 
fafely fay, that he foretold that the Ruin of Schola- 
ftick Impertinencies was at hand. He faw the Im-1 
perfection of that Philofophy, and was the firft who 
pointed ;out the Means of redrcifeng it*. ■ '' ''- 

* .He very fully proved,, tliat tbe rhiiofophy of 
Arlftotle did not deferve to be preferred before the^S) f- 
tejns of other ancient Authors ; that it had been long 
hated and defpifed by the Grkh and other Heathen Na- 
tions, and never found Admirers but in times of pro four d 
Ignorance, when the Sciences were utterly negleded, 
^cd 'vero putcint Homines in Philofophia Arijiotclis mag^ 
nurn utique confettfum effe ; cum poft illam editafh Anti^ 
qudrum Fhihfophiie ceffa-verint et exolenjerint i aft apud 
tempora^ cu^e fequuta funty nil melius inventum , fuerit ; 
adeo ut ilia tarn bene pofita et fundata *videatur, ut «- 
trumque tempus ad fe traxerit : Primo, quod de cejjau- 
one Antiquarum Phih/opkiarttm paft Ariftotelis opera edit a 

Homines 
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A Protcftant of my Acquaintance was faying to 
rhe the other Day, that Savonarola prepared the Way 
for Lutker^ Gahm^ and the other Reformers, and 
that Bacon had done the fame for the Philofophers 
erf our Times. Fortune, faid he, feems to take a 
Pleafure in peff<?cuting thefe Precurfors as you call 
them 5 Savonarola was hanged, and Bacon fined, 
and loft hi§ ,Office by Judgment of the Houfc of 
Peer^ The Englijh vz\\x^ the Moral Eifays of this 
Autlioi* at a high Rate. They have reafon for fo do- 
ing ; thefe Eflays are indeed very good, bur they are 
by no means equal in point of Beauty or of Delicacy, 
t^;|he Ikffays of ^Michael de Montqgne, As much as 
the ^hyfical abd JVIetaphyfical Philofophers of the 
MngttJ}) tranfcend the French Literati in the fame 
kind^j^fo great is thq Difference between the French 
Scepticks and thQEngUfo Writers in that Way. No 
Author of this Country ever came up to Montagtie^ 
muqh lefs to Bayle, I very much, doubt whcclKr 
they ever had a Writer pofFcflpd of fuch a prodigious 
Fund of Erudition as that Philofopher enjoyed, ;ind 
nhobad the inimitable Faculty of trca in;^ the mofl' 
abftrufe Queftions Jiii fo entertaining a manner, as to 
Qiake them agreeable to Men, the World, and even 
to Ladies themfelves. 

You know, ^t2X Ifaac^ that x\\z ErigViJh have no 
ffiffoifeii comparable to Tttus Lhius^ to Tacitus^ 

TJdfhi^eX )Cogitanf id falfum ejl \ din enivi pcjlea^ ufqus ad 
tempoi^a-Ci^eronls ^t Jecula Jequentiaj man/erunt opera ve^ 
ttrj^.^-fMofspJjoifunu Sed temporibus inftqueniihus, ex 
tMHndaUene^Rarhar.qrum in imperiUm Romanum, poflquam 
lio^fJtta Humana <velut naufragiujn Jterpejfa ejjet j turn 
dtmum philafopbia AriJioteU^ et PJatonis tanquaik tabulae 
ex muter ia U'viorayet minus folidd per jtuSius temporum 
fer^ata funt. Bacon, Novum Organum Scientiarum, 
Ub. I. cap. LXXVll. p. 298. 
. . H 4 \^ to 
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to Saluft^ to Father Paul, to de Thou^ or e^en to 
Father D^«/V/. Is it not a furprizing thing that 
Party- Spirit fliould more ftroiigly influence this 
whole Nation than it does tJie Jeftiits tbemfelves^ 
Of late Years Burnet, took it into his, Head to inii- 
tat^ de Thou^ but we fee plainly that he had it i» bJs 
Head only ; for in point of EKaftnefe, -Method, 
and Purity of Stile, he comes not near him ; not to 
fpeak of his Partiality, wkh which all Parties re- 
proach him. They tell us, that in hi&firft Volume 
there are not above five or fix Charadlers, and his 
own is placed at the Head of them alL This Cri- 
ticifm however may be unjuft, becaufe it is poffible 
the Defe6l may not proceed from any Malignity in 
the Pliflorian, but from the Want of proper Sub- 
jc(StS for Pancgyrick. In a v/ord, it would be a 6'i&^- 
cult thing to pick out of the Englijh Hiftory any two. 
Kcigns fo corrupt and tyrannical, as tbofe which he* 
has painted out Hov/ever that be, this we,, know 
j'or certain, that a Vv hig never keeps, within Bounds 
whfti he writes of a 'i'ory Adminiftration, and 
that the Tories again are not a grain -more modeft, 
or more . reafonable in their Rej^refentations of the 
Whigs. 

The Authority of Englijh Htjloriam is on a 
Level with thofe who wrote in France under the 
Reigns of Charles the Ninths and Henry the Third, 
And it would be a difficult thing ever to find in this 
Country Perfons capable of writing what Pofterity 
may give an entire Credit to. There feems to be, 
• two Caufes for this. The fiifl is the Hatred of 
o|>pofite Parties ; one Part of the Nation is at all 
times the fv/orn Enemy of the other. The fecond 
is that Prefumption and good Opinion which ^li the • 
Englijh Writers have of themfelves. They cannot 
find in their Hearts to allow other Nations any Ad- 
vantages which appear to them deftruftivc of their 

own 
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ow» Glory. If th«y difguife without Scrupfe, and 
^€n. falfify fuQh F^^ ^ happcin uader their own 
Eyes to kxvt their Party-Purpofcs, bow much mor^ 
f^a4y maft th^ji b^ to mifreprek^t what happens 
ilbro9d> yri^^ it does not itult thcnt to tell the 
Truth? 

If the E/ffflifit have no gdod Hiilorians;, it is made 
up to iheoi by their cxcdbent Poets. You aie ac- 
quainted, d*e»r Jfifocy with thcj P^r^fi Lfift of.MiU 
tm, This Po^m has nc»t -aU the. Benuties of the 
£mid^ but I cctnfefa I like it mucb better than th^ 
Gierufalemme Ltbjerata. of T^ \ to npe it feeoi? tha{ 
the Englijh Poet has made a much better ufe of Re- 
ligion than the hiilidn. . I do not thitik that we can 
find either in ¥irgU or in Hovier any tbipg more fub- 
lime than the Portrait Miltm ha^ givi?a us of th^ 
D.iity^ making Waf on the rehel/ious Jn^e.Iu H^ • 
lays, the Almighty took his Arms from Terror, 

There is fomething very m?yeflick in thisldea^. 
and if one dares to bring the Divinity like a Hero . 
into the Field of Battle, one cannot certainly gfVe 
him a b^tcr Squire thaa Terror ^ whom thii Bard . 
affigns him*.. 

JValkr is a Poet very far. below CaUiUus^ and yet 
very mnch Awp^v\oi to Vo'iture^ His Writings ar^ 
gallailt and full of Beauties^ but faint r^jid laniruiili- 
ing, at kaft foopetimes ; Ws Vcrfe having neither thq 
Brighme6,*nor the. Beauty of La Font ah e^ at the 
fame time that.it wants the unnatural F]ii?;hts of 
Guarini. In (hort, he has not qui-te the Aierit of 
the Frtrich Author, iior quite fixmany i'>.uits jls the , 
ballon, ♦ ' • ' A 

Pope is without' GontradiQion onatjf th6i;ie'4t- 
eft Poets in the Univerfe. OiK^may^ jj^c^eecj o^^ 
ought, to Wk upon him as a/orm: j..hL. i^.^val .i(^ 
Bct/eau^ Comeilh^ Racine ^ VirgiL a sJ H^mir, , ' i\i ^ : -; • 
laft Amhioi' .ia ptrh4pik.oiocA.ii$a^)^^i.AiA -i^^^/^ 
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Tranflation, than in the Original. I cannot think 
that thei-e is any thing in Poetry more ingenious^ 
motte arch, and more gallant than his Poem of the 
Rape of the Lock. The Lutrin of Boileau id a 
ftronger ahdl more manly Piece, but it is very far 
from Deing fo pleafant. l^hey aflure me in this Coun- 
try, that Pdpe was not above twenty Years of Age 
when he tompoferf that chamririg Poem. The noble 
'Defcriptidn given us1)y Virgil oi the Employments 
of deceafed Heroes ih the Ely/tan Shades, does not 
furpafs P^pe*^ pleafant Pidure of the Amufement of 
the Ladies after their Deceafe. 

Think not, when Woman's tranfient Breath is fled. 
That all her Vanities at once are dead : 
Succeeding Vanities flie ftill regards. 
And tho' fhepiavs ho more, o'erlooks the Cards, • 
Her joy in gilded Chariots, when alive. 
And love of Ombre^ after Death furvive. 
For when the Fair in all their Pride expire. 
To their firft Elements the Souls retire : 
The Sprites of fiery Termagants in Flame, 
Mount up, and take a Salatnafider's Name. 
Soft yielding Minds to Wkter glide aWay, ' 
And'fip, with Nymphs, their elemental Tea, ' 
The graver Prude ilsks downward to a Gmm^y ^' 
In fearch of Mifchief ftill on Earth to roam. 
The light Coquettes in SyiphS aloft repair. 
And fport and flutter in the Fields of Air. 

It muft be acknowledged, dear I/aac^ that it h 
limply impoffible to conceive the Reveries of the 
Cabalifts better applied, than they are by him, in 
•rd.er to form a juft and delicate Critique, on the 
Fair Sex. 

All the different Charadlers of Women are ex- 
a£lly defcribed in th^s Account of th^ir Amxiiements 

after 
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after De^th, and by a jStrokc familiar to great Ma- 
tters, the Poet, though he fuppofes them dead, paints 
them fo to the Life, that nothing can be either, 
luore entertaining or more inftruftivefc 

The Earl of Rochifter hath written feveral Sa- 
tires in a Stile as nervous and as beautiful as that of 
Boifeau, He had indeed a ftrong and piercing Wit, . 
a briik and lively Imaginajtion. He lived like Petro-^ 
nius, and died like La Fontaine, He piqupd himfelf / 
through, the Courfe of his Life on maintaining the 
Gh^a£iter of a Free-Th inker. Some time before 
he went out >of the World, however, he thought fit « 
to change his Sentiments entirely. The fear of. 
Death, a;id of the Confequeoces that might attend 
it, aftortiflied him. In his laft Moments he had re- 
course to a Divine. But in order to fayc his Repu-- 
tation as a Philofopher, he chofe tp capitulate rather r 
than furrenderat Difcretion. However, after fonie - 
Conferences with the Do6lor, he yielded, , figned 
whatever, was thought fit, and* facrificed even his . 
dear Philofophy, after all the pains he had taken to.» 
preferve it.; He acknowledged all his Errors, rjid a -. 
little after his Deceafe Dr. Burnet publifhed an Ac- 
count of- this, extraordinary Converfion. 

This, J dear Friend, is the ordinary Cuftom of 
J^eifts. While they enjoy perfect Health, they 
will not forfooth believe that there is a God, or at . 
leaft they do their utm oil not to believe it^ bccaufc 
they imagine that ridding themleives of this. Belief, .. 
they may plunge with greater Security into Vice 
But when they are read/ to ler,v^ the World, th^ir ^ 
falfe. Philofophy vanifhes, and they throw thcnifelves' . 
into the Arms of thofe who oSi^r their Aflidance to . 
difpei the Horrors of their Hearts. They become thea : , 
as fubmifBve, as before they were incredulous. There 
U: fcarce any thipg of v/hich they ^ay jiot .be» pe;-«. 
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{liaded in thefe their laft Hours. They take ofi 
iruft whatever is faid unto them, refume all the Pre- 
judices of which they fancied themfclvea cured for 
ever ; witnefs thofe weak Creatures who have order- 
ed themfelves to be cloathed in the Habits of Monks, 
and directed that they ibould be fo interred. 

It is not Reafon, it is Fear and Terror that 
makes a Man make fuch a Change as this on the 
Verge of Life. To be convinced of this; orie need 
only refleft on the conftant Cuftom.of thefe Per- 
fons, which is to die in the Religion in which they 
were born. If their Converfions were Fruits of 
Conviftion, they would in this cafe ad as others do 
in their full Health, who often fee caufe to alter 
their religious Opinions, and to live in another Faith 
than that which they received in their Childhood .: 
"With how much Juftice then, dear Ifaac^ may wc 
defpife a Man who all his Life long refufes to ac-* 
knowledge the moft evident Truths, and oi> a fick 
Bed condefcends to refume the moft ridiculous Pre- 
judices ? ^ „ 

Befides the Poets of whorti I have been fpeaking, 
there have been many others who deferve the Efteeni 
of Men of Parts. The Englifi) are by no me^ans de- 
l^cient in Dramatick Poets. I fball very fpeedily 
give you my Thoughts on their Theatre. ^ 

It is not at all furpiizina; that Poetry hath been 
earried fuch a Length in, this Nation. Men of thp 
firft Quality have not difdained to become Follow- 
tris of the Mufes. My Lord Rojcommon^ the Duke 
#)f Bucklnghamjhlre^ the Earl of Dcrjet^ and many 
other Perfons of an elevated Rank, have written 
' Pieces which give them, with Juftice, the Title of 
^reat Poets. Thefe, Examples have excited the 
Envy and Ambition of • private Men, every body 
liaturally imitate^ the Grandees pf .his Country^ 

and 
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and it is the Happtne^ of the EngKJh to have always 
amongft them Men of Quality of diftinguifhed Me«- 
rit, {mffionately fond of Glory and the Belies Let^^ 
tres. To be in the Mode here, there is no Ne- 
ceffity of learning ridiculous Grimaces, and an af-« 
fe(3ed Lauo;h, or a contemptuous Difregard for the 
Sciences, fince whoever would pretend to treat as 
Pedants all fuch as devote themfelres to Learning 
and to Books, would be thought dull ftupid Crea* 
tures, and become as ridiculous as they would en* 
deavour to make others 

Before I finiih thid Letter, I muft take notice of 
one of thofe amiable Wonders, one of thofe plea- 
fing Prodigies, with which once in twenty Ages, 
Providence is pleafed to amaze Mankind. This 
Phaenomena fo favourable to England and the Sci- 
ences, is the prefent ^een Confort, This Princefs 
is not only free from all the Foibles of her Sex, but 
is alfo unblemiflied by any of thofe flight Failings 
which we difcern in the greateft Men. She is a 
Heroine^ but a Philofophick Heroine. Her Gran- 
deur hihders not her having aril the Kindnefs, Ten- 
dernefe, and Affability that can be wiflied, neither 
do the neceflary 'Cares of a Crown prevent her 
cultivating and proteding the Sciences. Her Li- 
beralities are conftantly afforded to the Uniiappy^ 
but of the unfortunate Learned (he is particularly 
tender. 

It mufV appear furpriling to you, IQiaCy that fb 
many Talents, and fo great Virtues^ fhx)uld c^tre 
in one Perfon; be afTured however, that alF th6 
Praifes I beflow, are much inf<erior to what that 
Princefs deferves. You know that the Luflre of a 
Throne is not apt to dazzle me. ' My Philofophick 
Eves can through that Splendor difcern the Truths 
which when I cannot divulge with Honour, I keep 

a pro^ 
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» profound Silence. J leave to the Writers of De-. 
dications the Trade of praifing'the Great to an 
extravagant degree, in order to . acquire fome ver)r. 
moderate Penfion. I am willing to grant the fame« 
Indulgence to a Poet^ the Muies have for a long 
time proftituted their Praifes,. they.nwy now do it 
by Prefcription. How many Tyrants, how oumy 
Drivellers, how many illuftnous Good-for-nothings 
have they commended? But never can I admit, 
that a.Philofophcr Ibould dcbafp himfelf fo far as to. 
betray the Truth, and offer Incenfo^ to an Idol, tha 
Worthlcfncfs of which he knows. 

Farewell, dear I/aacy live cont^t and happy, and. 
write me an Anfwer fome time or others 



^j^^sS^^l^S^ 
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jfljARON MONCECA, tO ISAAC Ovfl S^ 

Carat iCy bereli^fore a %d^hhi aif^Con&^nti- 
npple, \. , 

THE ErigUJh have, certain Cuftom?, dear Ifaac^i 
which appear to me as idle as any th^t I have 
^ed ampngft other Nations. I was invited the 
other Day to affift at the Funeral of a; Cttizen, 
and I confefs to.you that I found it almoft impolTible' 
to penetrate into the Reafon of their Ceremonies,, 
which feenr.ed to me as extraordinary as thpfe I had 
obferved at .ftJnl 6n theiike Occafjon, 

As 
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As ibon aa a Man expires in this Country, they 
ftrip him with all imaginable Care of every thing 
made of Linen. A Mohammedan is not more care- 
ful in walhing a dead Body, a Jew in clofing its 
liTues, or a Papifl in muttering his fuperftitious 
Prayers over it, than the Englijh are in putting on 
a Woollen Shroud. There are a great Number of 
thefe fort of Veftures always to be had ready made^ 
great numbers of People gaining their Livelihood 
dierebv. It is forbidden to ufe about a dead Body 
any Material which is not of Woollen ; and if even 
Cotton, or flaxen Thread be employed, it is con- 
fidered as a Crime againft the State. I was ex«- 
ceedingly furprized, when I firft heard of this Cuf- 
tom, but when 1 came to underftand the Reafon 
of it, I was very far from condemning the Englijh. 
The Intention of the Law^ which forbids burying in 
Linen, is to encourage the Confumption of Wool- 
len Goods. I muft confefs, that it is fcarce poffible 
to carry a Concern 'for Trade farther, than to make 
the very Dead intereft themfelves in it. This, 
without doubt, is a home Pufli 5 and if the reft of 
their Funeral Cuftoms were as well founded, I 
ihould not pretend to criticife them, but fhoiild as 
readily approve them as foon as I underftood their 
Caufes. But there are many, of whfch they do 
not only find themfelves at a lofs to aflign the 
Reafon, but alfo freely admit that they fcarce know 
any End that they have. 

When a dead Man has been attended by his 
Woollen Valet de Chamhre^ and \t equipt with a 
fine or ^ coarfe Suit according to his Degree 5 for 
the, Chriftians, you know carry their Vanity even 
to iheir Graves; they leave him for two or three 
Days in the middle of his Apartment, to give him 
time to come to Life again if he fhall fo pleafe. 

1 cannot 



y Google 



i69 TChe Jewish Spy. tet.r4i» 

I cannot attribute to aoy other Caufe this Cuftom 
of keeping a dead Body two or three Weeks, fome*^ 
times till it be putrefied. If this be the true Rea* 
fon of the Cuuom, then I am perfuaded that' the 
Heads of Families fixft brought it up, and that thctr 
Children had no Share therein* For many of them 
would to my Knowledge look not a little out <^- 
bumour, if from time to time fome of thefe dead 
^olks fhould take it into their Heads to liv^ again, 
and in confequence thereof quit their Shrouds. 

It appears, to me^ dear Ifaac^ that notwitbftaad^ 
ing thefe Precautions, for feac any fach fhoukl be 
buried alive. People are notwi^ftanding eafiej; oa 
the Article of the Lois of their Relations than in 
any other. When the Deceafed has ihewa an obfti* 
nate Refolution to remain where he is, thejf nail 
him up in his Cof&n, and when this is carried to 
the Grave, it is covered with a large black PaH 
bordered with white. This Covering is fo .wide; 
that fix Men can ftand underneath it, without eir 
ther difcovering themfelves, or any part of the Cofr 
fin's being expofed to view ; thefe Chriftians of th« 
Reformed. Religion pretend hereby to do Honour t^ 
the Dead. I mould have eafily gue^4 thit> if i 
had not been told it, having obferv^ that aU the 
European Nations, ejccept the Turks^ take ,^ great 
Pride in feeing certain Pieces of Stuif or Silk borne 
up by Perlbns appointed for that Purpofe, This 
we fee in refpciSl: to the Robes of Kings and othcjc 
Sovereign Princei. Coonfellors o.f Pa;-li^ment at 
Paris^ have likewife. Train-bearer^, and fp haye 
Priefts in their Prqceflions. But Womejii #r-e.foli^ 
citous above all in this rpfpe<3, ^nd as if their Ho- 
nour lay chie^.in their Tails, when they are of a 
certain Rank^ expe<S to have them borne up aftep 
theoi. Surely, ij'aac^ there is fvmethingVexy plea-^ 

fane 
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fent in this. But to return to the EngUJh Fu* 
nerals. 

The Coffin, thus covered with its (able Veil, is 
preceded by a certain Number of difmal^looking 
Fellows, who look iike fo many Serjeants, each 
with a black Staff in his Hand tipped with Silver j 
next march the Parfons, with a flow and fokmn 
Motion ; the Relations of the Deceaied clofe the 
Proccffion, and now and then appear extremely for- 
rowful. At length the Body comes to the Church, 
there it is fet down for a while. In the mean time 
there is a Sermon preached, in which the Praifes of 
the dead Perfon are not forgotten. They likewife 
take this Opportunity of receiving certain Fees, on 
account of the Permtffion of the Corpfe's entering 
the Church with the black Pail or Covering before 
mentioned. Each Parilh has three, of diiierent 
Prices. The JSw^//^ Churchmen, though they no Ion* 
ger talk of the Fire of Purgatory, keep up how- 
ever a good many Money- getting Ceremonies in 
Funerals, and have only changed the Romijh Prayers 
for the Dead into very harmlefs Compliments on 
their Memory. In this refpeft, I cannot but com- 
mend their Decency and Candor. They do not think 
it proper to take Church-Dues, without returning 
fome way or other Church-Favours. 

When the Corpfe is interred, the People return 
in the fame Order to the Houie j there they give 
them Wine, white and red^ and fometimes burnt 
with Spices ; every 6ne takes a little to comfort him 
for the Lois of his Friend, and the Women drink 
a Glafs or two in order to keep up their Spirits. 

I find thefe Cuftoms altogether as ridiculous as 
thofe of the Papifts, though Iconfefs they are a little 
more cheerful. Inftead of doleful lamentable Pialms, 
they content themfelves with a fliort Sermon j and 

in 
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irt the room of the Popifli Holy Water,, thefe' 
Churchmen have wifely .brought in a Glafs of Wine 
for themfelves. One may well enough compare 
the Popifli Burials to the Ceremonies of Magicians 
employed in calling up departed Shades; whereas 
thofe of the Church of England difier nothing from: 
the Feafts of People in good humour. 'Com pi la- 
ments knd good Cheer are here united; a^d in: 
comparing Folly with Folly, I muft own that wjiich 
entertains is much more excufable than that which, 
afflifls me. 

People of Diftinftion m this Country are buried* 
in the fame manner as at Parti ; they are carried 
in a Hearfe attended by feveral Coaches full of 
Mourners and Friends. In this manner they are- 
conduced to the Churches,^ ajid placed in the Vaults 
belonging to their refpeSive Families. 

J muft own, my Friend^ that I am exceedingly 
aftoniflied, on confidering the Ceremonies ufed by.- 
the Churchmen in this Country, at their exclaim-r 
ing fo loudly ^t the Paptfts. They are lefe exempt- 
than they fancy from thofe Reproaches which they 
beftow fo liberally upon others. In my opinipn, 
the Prefbyterians are lefs in danger of being retort- 
ed upon in this refpeft; their Ceremonies are fewer 
and more fimple, which renders them lefs fliocking- 
in the Eyes of a Philofopher. Give me leave for 
a Moment to fuppofe myfelf a Papift. / will, un* 
dertake^ fays I to a Churchman, to prove, that you: 
have Cu/ioms -of as extraordinary a Nature as ourSy 
and that the 7%ing with which you mojl reproach us^ 
and which in faSf never did happen amongjl usy hath 
fallen out frequently ampngfl you. How ofien have 
your Dolors, and your Hiflorians^ nay^ and even 
yaur Poets^ made themfeh£s merry at our Expence on 
Pope Joan? ^^ How happy ^ fay you, was the- 

« Church 
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** Church when under this Female Prefideni? A 
«-« pleafant Succejfor this of St. Peter ? T^ould not the 
^^ Afojlle^ think you^ look down from Heaven with 
** Amazement at the Sight of a Woman in his Chair ? 
** What could the People fay ^uuh'en Jhe was bfought 
^^ tO'led' of a little Popeltng in a puhlick* Place?" 
Thefe Pleafantries^ however^ belong more ptoperly to 
the Englim Church than to the Roman, as' I will 
undertake to prove. For take which Side you will: 
Suppofe thaty with the Learned of thefe Times ^ you 
give up the Story as a Forgery, and acknotuledge that 
there never was fuch a Thing as a Female Pope % 
you mujl ^hen granfj that the Clamours made on thir 
SuhjeSl are very ill founded \ and you mufi^ likewife 
allow^ that this is a Jhrewd Sign of your Readineft 
to charge us with Things of which we never were 
guilty. On the other handy if yoU perji/l in bilieving 
that this Tale of a Female Pope is really no FiSfion^ 
I will then' undertake to prove to you on your own 
Pnncij>lesy that this could- not poj/ibly bring any Dif- 
honotir on the Churchy fnce what, according to your 
own Account y\ hath hiit once happened' amongji usj 
has been hoiuever frequent enough among fl you. The 
Sovereign is conjlantly allowed to he Mead of the 
Church in England:' What think you then during 
the Reigns ^[Elizabeth and At\i\Q} Had you not 
then Female Popes? Tou cdrinot deny the Matter of 
FaSfy whith expofes you to thefe Pleafantries? Dtd 
Hot the MarJ})al de Biron hoaji ' that he Ixfd fe4n fhe^ 
Head of the Church in England* /A?«f^. / know 
very, welly that your Authors Jloutly difpute this Pointy 
maintaining poftively that this Princefs did no more 
than play on the Harpjichord. Be that ai it willy 
you muJl admit that jhe might haiye dancedy if Jhe 
had fo pleafed ; nayy Jhe might have gone farther^ 
and imitated Pope Joan in all Things, Let me ajk 
you then ^ Would you have thought the worfe of your 

Reli-^ 
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ReliitM fbr fiuif an Autdent? Withmt douht you 
W9uld an£jiJ€r^ that the Failings of a particular Per^ 
Jon cannot prejudice any Church, I alfoj on my part, 
alUdge the fame Things and I defy you to. find a Re*- 
ply ; move which way you wiUy I Jhall always have 
it in my P^t^er to recriminate, But,^ Jiiy you^ when- 
our Qikeens Jiappen to be at the Head of our Re«^ 
Kgion, k is a oaicre Accident ; they enjoy an empty 
Title, axid perform none of the Fun£tion s . Now this 
is what I ahfolutefy deny, for they have a dire£f Au^ 
tbority offer the Clergy, and in quality of Headi of 
the Churchy perform aU that ahy other Heads of tbt 
Church 4^ at any other Time^ Before yon can^ rid 
yourfeif of this Ohje^ou^ you mt^ fiew how Kings 
i^4 lUad$ of the Ctmrch, and wherein the Difference 
lies, between their £xercife of that Offcey and tho 
Manner in which ii is difcharged when you have a 
^men Regent. 

> fnen the Provinces, of Zealand and Holland of^ 
fered by (heir Amhaffadors to acknowledge ^ueen Eli- 
zabeth for their Sovefeigny fhe reje^ed that Offer^ 
and told them withal, that they were in the wrong 
to revolt about Jo fmall a Matter as the Mafs. If 
you won't ailift thereat, faid fhe, as a Ceremony 
of the Church, go to it as to a Play. Suppofe I 
took it into my Head to a<Sl fuch a Scene beforor 
you^ would you run away ? I know you would 
jjiot, but fland ftill and look on. You fee I am 
in a manner ready, for I ^m dreffed in a white 
Robe, and that i$ one of the main Things in the 
Bufmefs. 

Do you believe that a ^een who was fo well ve^fed 
in a Ceremonial of another Church, as to have been 
able to have gone through it in cafe of need, ft>ould 
he at all at a Icfs about the Rites of her own Chur.ch^ ^ 
of winch fi)e was the Head, or at all diffident of 
her Right of performing them^ if fhe had jo thought 
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ft? Ftr f^ part^ I hnBeve -that ^ £lisabeth had 
taken it into her Head to preachy mue if her Sm^ 
je£fs would bofoe had 4mf Fretence to ctnfuro her £er^ 
mom. This, Sir, h my mzy tff taUcmg to Engtifi 
Churchmen. 

Con&ler, dea^ If^^y that difFesoit Seds « attack 
^cadEi oliher in the weakeft Parts, wu^^out^onrfideriiig 
iidiethcr t^ey jire iH>t guiky diemlelves of the fame 
Favdts i^bich ithey impute ta their Acheerfariesw The 
JPreftytsrians iikd^ed may be alkmeed to thuoir Bope 
Jaaa in the Difh of the Paplfts^ iecaufe ^yftand 
in no fear of a Recrimination. Tht Church in 
this CQuari^ ibems to be the .^dfem tetwe^ri that of 
HofWy and the {2Mm»lir/f oi/Geneva. ^The Mem- 
bers^ of that. Communicn have not to man)^]dere^ 
monies as the former, neither have they the Sin^ 
^iicity of tiw; lattery ihey feem to be afraid <rf 
doing too much on one Side, or of doing too little 
on the other. 

Farewell, dear Jfaact Uve content and happy. 
London* ^ 
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AAROjy MoNCJE^A^ U Isaac Ohi^ 
CamtCy heret^fort a Rabbi at Gonftaa^ 
tinoplc. •' . » 

A Very melancholy Afeir, my dear Ifaac^ of 
which I was unluckily a SpeSbator a fevw Days 
ago, compels me to make fome iGsrious ReAedions 
on the force of Prejudice, £a£e I an» convinced 

.^ how 
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how hx wrong Notions and a faife Love of Glory 
-can carry Men. 

One of my Friends propofed to me going to fee 
a very pleafant Sight : I aflced him very ferioufly 
whether there was any thing in it curious. Th^re 
xannoty anfwered he, be any thing more entertain^ 
ingj and befideSy there are excellent Rape'^dancers. 
The .Gravity with which my Friend fpoke^ fuffi- 
ciently perfuaded me that I fhould have no Rea- 
fon to be difpleafed with the Sight, and therefore 
I readily came into his Proposal. I followed my 
Condu^or, and at a fmaU diftance from London^ 
we fell upon a great Road where there was an in- 
finite number of Spe&ators aflembled in aGroupe. 
fiut judge, dear i/Zr^r, at my Surprize, when4ook- 
ing about me I fawa Gibbet, .and twenty Hi^hway^ 
men and other Makfa£lors on the point ot being 
executed. I cannot fay that I faw both at the 
feme time, for the latter were not yet come, but 
\the People fpoke of their coming with a high Air of 
SatisfacSlion. How! faid I to my Friend, What is 
this / The charming Spectacle of which you fpoke to 
me! Be quiety faid he, you tuiu have all the Reafon 
in the World to be Jattsfiedj the Play will prefently 
begin, they only watt fon the A6iors who are upon 
the Road, 

While my Friend was a fpeaking I heard a 
prodigious Noife; I turned my Head and faw a 
Cart, and in it feveral People, fome of whom were 
well dreffed. Ah! Ah! cried my . Friend, I fee 
by the Looks of the Gentlemen that you will be well 
enough pleafed with this Scene, Why, returned I, 
what are thefe People? and ivhat do they come here 
for? Come here for , returned he, lauding, why 
thefe People are io perform the principal Parts. 
I then began to confider with Attention the People 
in the Cart, who as they paiTed near me appeared, 

notwith* 
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tiotwithftanding they were Xo well drefled, to have 
each a Cord about his Neck, with which a Moment 
after he was to be tyed up. I was going to a(k my 
Friend fome Queftions about the Drefs of thefe Peo- 
ple, which I thought pretty extraordinary, and at 
the fame time HI chofen ; but I was prevented by the 
Harangue of one of the Highwaymen : He coughed, 
he fpit, looked about him, as unconcernedly as if he 
had been a SpeiSlatOr ; next he pulled off a Pair of 
white Gloves and put them up in his Pocket, and 
then addrcfling himfelf to the Croud, he toid them, 
/that God permitted him to come to that End for 
playing at Cards on Sundays; had it not been for 
this Crime, he fancied it feems that he (hould 
never have been difcovered, but have gone on 
quietly and methodically in the way of his Profef- 
iion. 

While the Gentleman was making his Speech, 
another of his Companions pradlifed a thoufand 
whimikal Grimaces, and faid from time to time 
•twenty drolls Things in order to make the Spefta- 
tors fmile. If I had not been informed how this 
Comedy was to end, I fhould certainly have fan^ 
cied I had been prefent at a Mountebank's Stage. 
•Our Hig'iWayman Orator fpoke pretty much with 
the Air of one of thefe itinerant DocSors when he is 
diftributing his Packets 5 and the other Fellow, who 
contented himfelf with lefl'er Motions and a fort of 
dumb Shew, refembled pretty ftrongly a Pierot or 
Jack Puddingi As I was looking very attentively 
upon thefe unhappy Creatures, in order to difcover 
whether this falfe Bravery with which they mimick 
Heroifm in their laft Moments woujd really hold 
out, the Hangman, who had .already fattened the 
Ropes to the Gallows, gave the Horfes a ftroke 
with his Whip, and the Cart Aiding away, the 
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A^ocs remained petulant in tbe Atr, whe^e i^y 
* fsnade a verjr odd dBgure. Jmmediatdy upon .this a 
great NmDfaer of People ran to put tfaem out of 
their Pain. Some pidLed tl^m by tbe Legs, others 
ilx'uck than ^tdt thehr Fifk upocKthe Stomach, and 
by di^ £ade and Goolnefs mth which they did this, 
Iperoi^ved tkat rite En^Jhwere far enough from 
ttm^Delicacy which infpises odierlPeople pn fuch 
Oecafions, and fills ihem- with a Horror for fuch as 
lif their Crimes hanre brou^t themfelves to a vio- 
Irat Death. , 

As foon as I had loft Sight of diis difmal Spec- 
tacle, I could ttdt help thinking of that Infenfibj- 
itty with which thofe whom I juft ndw cenfured 
fuiBsred, and concerning which I took occafion 
-to queffion my Friend: Pr^y, faid I, wbat could he 
the caufe that thefe tiijo Highwaymen put on an Air 
of Intrepidity J unaffeSkd by any of their Companions 
tn Death? The iSa^w, returned my Friend, was^ 
becaufe they had am inclination to die as they had livedo 
4md to leave behind them the CharaBcr of Men of 
Spirit, In other Countries wheti a Criminal, is con^ 
-demnedj his Head is prefetytly taken up witfj the Im- 
portanci of his Voyage j and his Conjciente^ forfooth^ 
.claims all hii Attention. Here it is quite anothsf 
Things a Man of Courage who hopes to wipe off a 
part of the Shame by his Manner of fujlaining his 
Funijhmeitty has ^ther fort of Thoughts in his Head, 
He takes ca^e to get himfelf Jhaved, po^vdered^ and 
well dreffed^ and then this Drefs again is, in pprt^ to 
have the Air of a JVeddingy and part that of a Funeral. 
He likewife equips^ himjelf with, fuch a Speech as 
you heard the Man make ju/i now, of which he gives 
a Copy to a Ferfon who confoles him in his laji Ma- 
fnents, by giving him foleinn Afjurances of feeing it 
printed and puhUJhed. 

3 ' » How 
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^proper Contempt ^ and his ill-placed Intrepidity received 
ih£ Refentment it dejerveid^ by an Appearance of dou- 
hie Indignation in the SpeSfators^ Men capable of bad 
Practices would he abajhed at the Conjtderation of 
their Confequences ; and the Fear of the Infamy at^ 
tending them would affright them more^ than the 
Fear of that violent Death to which they are expofed^ 
the Horror of which is greatly abated by thi Applaufe 
they expert from the Refolution with which they die. 
It is really 'with me a ^eftion who is leajl in^ his 
jyits^ the Man who apptauds a hardened Criminal^ 
or the Criminal who fancies he can efface his Guilt 
by Jhewing no fort of Concern about it. 

All thefe Arguments, dear Ifaai^ made no Im- 
preflion upon my Friend ; fo far from it, that he 
pretended to defend this crying Abufe founded only 
on ridiculous Prejudices, and flattered himfelf that 
he had fully excufed it, by Attributing it to the na- 
tural Intrepidity of the Englijh^ and the Contempt 
they have for Death. It is^ faid I, for that very 
Reafon^ that the People of this Country fiould have 
$ther Motives to rejlrain them \ when "taking away 
their Lives will not terrify Folks ^ muft yiu not have 
Recourfe to other Methods to deter them from doing 
Mifchtef?. It might be ''attoxuable amori^ Nations 
where the Fear of Dedth terrijies beyond pifcriptiony 
to abate fomething of Shame in their Executions ^ he- 
caufe in other refpeSls they have Force enough to pro^ 
duce the EffeSfs which are looked for fr^m them -, but 
among ft you Englifh, how is itpoffble to keep you to 
your Duty? This was received juft aslmy former 
Difcourfe had been. ' My Friend contented him- 
^felf with laughing in my Face, arfd 1 itmlT own 
that as to this Head, the Engtijh are a very odd fort 
of People. 

* I dare fay, dear Ifaac, you will be no lefs (hocked 
than I, at this ridiculous Praftice of extenuating 
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iMtwitbftaiidtilg all the R-eprefentations of his be* 
coining the Prey of Devils^ end of his fuffering the 
nioft intolerable Torments to all Eternity when he 
came to die. In this futlen Difpofition he was led 
out ; but as he went along, he took it into hrs 
head to sflc what r% would ^^^with his Body ? To 
which it was anfwered^ that it would be thrown 
into the Common Sewer. How f faid he, Jhan^t 
/ bt buried in holy Ground? ffo^ replied the Prieft, 
Jimct mm art determined not to die like ^ Chri/iian^ 
mkH Jeo no Reafon why you Jhould fare like a Chri^ 
^km nfler Doat^. The Thoughts of not being in- 
tterred in a Ckureh-yardy did more with this Fellow 
than the Fear of Damaation. He thought nothing 
^ his Soul's lying eternally in Hell j but he could 
^Mt bear that his Body ihould be thrown into a 
Co>mmofi Sewer. 

Behold, my dear Ifiiacy en evident Proof of the 
fiieifts which Shame and a Senfe of Infamy wiH 
woduce, even in the Minds of the moft hardened 
men* There wll always remain, even among fuch 
Cftedhms sETii^, feeh a Portion of Solf-^Love, as 
■win make them eittremely fehfible of any £xpfe£- 
Aoffis of Horror towards them. For this Reafon I 
wm perfiiadod that it is fo lar from being unjuft^ 
4bat it is in truth a Thing ufeful to Society, to 
<liecip up a fort «f Shynefe towards fuch Families as 
^MMeliad my of ^their Branches cut oflF^y the Hande 
of the comnion Hangman. Throwing an indeli- 
%le filemifii ^pon ^ofe who are moft dear to a 
l»Ian, is a Cu^b that will refkait^ Ipme DlfpeAtibM 
untraSabk by o^r Means ; and Exfrnrfence Vill 
fliew^ tliatfiidi as ate tio^way fenfibk of <ikel^ 
-of Deailh, r^iny^klk^bt o&^erkik^^^ 
^aal Infamy a ralhar; a MtolbK/ Wlfe^ind €bil- 
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I know very well, that this Maxim wHl appear 
<;ontrary to Equity, inafmuch as it renders inno- 
cent People obnoxious to thofe Puniihmcnts which 
only the Guilty have deferved. 3ut then we muft 
remember, that it is fimply impoffible even the 
wifeft Laws fhould prove beneficial t6 all the 
World. All that can be expe£le3 is, that they 
ibould turn to the Benefit of the gi^ateft part of 
them. This is the Sentiment of a very great Pbir 
lofopher, wh6 in order to prove the Jiulice of the 
Roman Laws againft infolvent Deb^ors,^ maintains,* 
that it is better a fmall number of People fhould 
run the Hazard of ]ofmg the Benefit dF a iUft Ex- 
cufe, than that the whole World fhould be left at 
liberty to look out fpecious Pretexts for not paying 
their juft Debts ♦. 

Fare thee well, dear Ifmc^ live content, .and 
mayeft thou be happy in all thy AfFair$» 



rv;'i:n«:»>;f5 f^:^ r4o.r«;n:f^;frfiU5 «^J«S't:f! 



LETT E R CXLIIL , 

Isaac ^On is; GaraiUy btretofore <^ Rabbi 
at Conibintinopley to Aaron Mo k- 




* Satiu$ ^m irmt m fmnif atom j^Jtitm ^ctufaiiontnr 
npm acfi^, MM si mtMshu alifum tmati. Seneca de 
Bendiott, lib. viL cap. .£& 
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refleft a little on the Great Men our Nation has 
produced, and who are utterly unknown but to 
the fmall Circle of the Learned. The Naxarenes 
in general believe, that our Brethren are plunged 
in the grofieft Ignorance, and that Obftinacy is 
the fole Support of our Religion. Some of their 
Doftors have gone yet farther, and have taught a 
moft extraordinary Doftrine incompatible with any 
Ibu^d Notions, even of the Divine Being. They 
fay^ that he permits the Ifraelites to remain in the 
State they are, that their perfifting in their Faith, 
may ferve as a Proof of that of the Naxarenes, 
Is it poffible to advance any thing more apparently 
falfe?tFor let us, fupppfe for a R^oment, that th* 
5^wi^i Religion were falfe, would- it not ftill be 
ridiculous to fuppofe, that God damns a certain 
Number of Creatures, merely \p afford the Means of 
Salvation to ^th^rs ?, As if i^ were neceflary for 
him tp m^ke ufe of fo crupl a Stratagem to oblige 
fonnet F^ople, to ftjck to th^ir Belief. The Vanity 
of .ito M<Kx4XiniU^\'^ ,,cXQeiSvdj[, i% their ,pre- 
tco^i}g^t07.de^^ <U?Jfe-an Opmipp as tJiisj they 
think i<i n4t eaoftgbiitftefp^, to treat us upon all 
Occ^nilcWfth:f<siW^gl| Cpijtong^,. but they would 
^XOf^vh^y^l^i^ fgii:^<\^^\PM^ this fort of 

IM%^ ¥^liaw)WitQmflQ^Ul§3irt»at fuc^3 % JMann^er of 
aiSUil|j.4siir^Hg5aJtti^MlUren9f^^ We, need not 
be aftonifhed, dear Mencecdy at the fride of fome 
Phiic^foph^rs, who w<>i^ld , perfuade us, that the U- 
nw^fcjsj03^e fwE JMdn alone I . and that fo many 
WoaMsy €»«3iQri&i8?Ji^ &i^e th^iir^^^^^ we ihW^ 
bityia mjwly9&wft>Tlwrgcr3a|i4 brjgtiter than tfet 
whic4iA«»ligiMftBS«Mr>%flw&: aro^fca^ered throtigK 
the boundl^ Expanfe, roefieiytto entertain the Sight 
ofonfiiof Ui8» W^if«»5*~tU4)efi..the J^rtb, . How ab- 
furd foey^r tbisiOpinion .m^y be^ it. is *flill lefs^ fo, 
than to believe that GoAtaakes ow SouLcYerlaft- 
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ingly 'miferablp, that to another he may facilitate^ 
the Means of becoming eternally happy. 

Vifions of this ftamp are fo ridiculous, that there 
re nothing difficult in expofing them even to People 
of very moderate Abilities. But the Nazarene Di- 
vines are by no means for allowing us the Liberty 
of refuting their Errors. When one of our learned 
Men writes a Book in our Defence, our Adverfa- 
ries are not only forbid the Reading of it, but in 
certain Countries they pufh this Severity fo far«s 
to hinder even ourfelves from reaping the Benefit 
of fuch Inftruflions. In Italy^ the Jews are for- 
bid to have in their Cuftody The Commentaries of 
Abarbinel on the minor Prophets. - You know as 
well as I do, dear Monceca^ how excellent a Book 
that is, and that the more our Enemies condemn 
it, the more they reprefent it as dangerous, the 
more, with refpe6t to us, they commend and ap- 
plaud it. The Jealoufy and Tyranny of their Priefts 
hadi not (lopped at this fmgle Prohibition ; many 
of their Dodors have written, that it would be 
both ufeful and neceflaFy to prohibit all the Book& 
of Abarbinel to the Jews^ becaufe they are capable 
of confirming us in our Sentiments. Is if not, 
Monceca^ a pleafant way of refuting a Book to fup- 
prefs it ? What Judgment do they think, I will 
not fay the Learned, but even the middle fort of 
People, who ufe their Underftandings, will pa£s on 
fuch a Condudl ? 

The Nazarenes have indeed Reafon to fear the 
Spirit and the Learning of Abarbinel: That illuftri- 
ous Rabbin was equal even to our famous Maimoni'- 
4es. What Spleen foever our Enemies have-fliewit 
againft his Writings, they acknowledge, however, 
that where his Interpretations have nothing to do ' 
between them and their Controverfies with the 
Jews^ he is fublime, judicious, perfpicuous^ and full 
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of Candor. Can we exped any more? ought 
we to hope they will overturn their own Objec- 
tions ? 

The Meri,t of Aharhintl was fo great^ that it 
overcame the Prejudices of many of the Naxannet^ 
infomuch that after his Death, many Venetian No- 
blemen did not difdain to attend his Funeral, which 
was celebrated by. the principal yew^ of Padua. 
. Itf W9S in a Cburch-yard of that fambu« City that 
this famous ^ew was buried, and fome time after 
they interred ^uda Mtntx in the fame Place. This 
Rabbi was alfo an iliuftrious Man. Ho died ReSor 
of the Academy of Padua. All Perfons of Letters 
agree, that he had a brifk and lively Imagination, 
and that he fpoke and wrote with ereat Facility. 
Sut, however, be had not either the Knowledge of 
JMinaffab Ben Ifraely or the profound Erudition of 
Salomon Bin Vtrga. The (knciUator of the firft'^ 
meBtioned Rabbi, is ah excellent Work, and the 
Hiftory of the Jews comoofed by the latter, i» a 
Piece worthy or the higheil Efteem. 

jfbraham de Balmis cteferves a diftiAg«i(bed Rank 
among the Learned of our Nation. That iUitftr»» 
ous rhyftcian WBs^ an excellent Giaii^«iarian^ and 
an excelleiM Fhilofopber, compofed a Book ^ the 
vtmoft Ufe of the Means of aiequirine the Know- 
ledge of the Hebrew Toi^ue. * A Chriftian Cri« 
tj^ite did not however fpare this Great Man. As 
be had too much Candor to decide baftily upon 

• Ahraham de Balmh nihil aUud agere mihi *vifus efi 
.^itam ^eterum Do&rinam perpetuo convellere atque imfug- 
Hfl^v. magi^ infe&ando ctcupatusf quam in docendoy at ift- 
I dukhm tantum nfteare fri/ctrum praeeptisnes ; cum inie* 
rim nihil eerti ftatuat^ non ditere eft^ fid ridere. Mun- 
fterusfVi Prsefatione 6ramaiaucef> ^/M/Spaelii fdiceoa 
Lk^nUttin, p. 918. 
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Things which feemed to htm xo lie htjBtid th« 
Reach of human Capacity, and as he chofe to ex<- 
amine Things to the Bottom before he admitted 
them to be ed him ' 

with a Defif ivithouc 

intending to nvcv any uun^ in :in«r iichu. ThiM 
becaufe he was not rah and overbearing, they would 
needs have htm a Sceptick. 

The Naxanms an (b given to ^iearch ant what^ 
ever may tamilh the Reputation of our Authors, 
that they fddom fpare any. They (eem cTpecially 
to bend their Attacks agamft thofe who have more 
Merit. You^ know, my dear Mmueca^ that it it to 
the. illuftrtous Akiha we ftand indebted for all that 
IS either tnievO#;rea&>naMe in rt%«|ft td theiOral 
Law \ and tboi^ I am a Oatdu^ yet I muft Aankly 
own, that if nothing had been added to the Wl^i* 
tings of this Great Man, all that be fays, with rei 
fyc£t to the written' Lsor, nought^ to be pec^WeA ^^ 
moBe all the different 6«fts df Jnas.' Hd^veWr, 
die Merit of JJkHa ia ih/fftim (bMtiiK d^hltpeadi-ir 
edjbjr thtlfaaairMi Doftors/: They^SfM^t^llfn 
astemfWi!*tilow,4:Cheat^>aidaaImp4^. SSttOt 
aie the Appdlattons they^flow^A a^Rllbii'^iiAWdi 
by his Caridor and KnMrlcdi^^ii^t^ titet AHr€6 
MmsBes fbo^U ame ia givikkg 1ithi) the^ tiM^ 
Sitlmmataahf ' ^^ The Ju^utitlcki^ » t^sH oh . V^ :?>(, 

It mut, bomver;^ bei<;oii69flM94i^'>deifil^ Jiftei^ 
iica^ thatif:aUtbefiaoks<iMifaAe^^c^ 
to Jkiba were really and truly his, the Nazarenes 
tpould have/ilmft<|ant^J^e^^ t9 jfOf^tljiQx^,^ ftiU 
of i;#yes ^^^^fm^^ L^. y^^ lik^^JvouJA 

only follow the Eib^ple of.itlMr^i^^ 
muft do fo nuick^tidim^^o^SktU nmtMent^ 
that Rabbi, as to ftandVpeifnaded^ that all the Rib- 
vcries in the Tiilmudy'M ^not flow from YiSmy^^ik 
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from their Souroe, liotrvriw^ originally colleAed 
from bis Writings^' i^hrii^veiyitrtfe/ithat Akibavrzs 
the fix{kCom^\!iu^i \\i^JDiiutetofHii oxjiwijh Tra- 
dicioii^) and that 4ie drew together^and digefted in- 
to Che Wodc, '(vrbati^i£f//r/, Stme^Hi «nd other Doc- 
tors had writoen '4h different Trdaitifes^' but that 
learned Rabl^'Was^ far from €ollie£ling^ll the £x- 
travagkneesi tirhiGti we now-f$e in the Talmud, It 
was^^fuch:^ ^i4io >aftdrwaids laboured' in that Work 
yfhiyimemefi thenv or at leaft4iad the^Wcaknefs' 
to t#ait{Mt>«hem ttd Poftcrity. Even tht moft zca- 
lOnjilpParti^ans of the 5ir/w«ft/ are compeHcd to own^ 
th^t jttih^ was dead before KsLbbi^-Judah compofed 
the Mi/ha or Talmud ^f Jepujalem ; they preteftd 
that tlm-laift-mentk>wed Kafebi was born the very 
©tfj^thfe dthcjfdied : Butforfe it is withdl!lt«^lFoun-- 
dfti6n,^■that-afte^ haMfhg reported this^ that they 
bi^ak otitthus, whenone Sun was edipicd, another 
appfcaWd in theHori«on *^ I -protefr, dear Mon^ 
£eeai a^^an tttdft be prejudiced to a hfgh degree^ 
vj^h6 ^<^h iee^ 2^ ^thing Uke an EqOalky between 
tbeft^<^^t(^V ^BoiA'l muft d^n'to ^M^ ^at even ar 
tft^^lftc ^ttiat I^hAd iv^ Th^ghts 6f 4y6coming a 
Gfft^iflli P^^^SWa^s looked on^the one as a ^Man of 
Ii^afh iftg ' dp the ^firft the^ other as- 

ah Author of a V^ry (\ :y. Heaven 

>^^at fength bfeen pleafed to rcthove the** Clouds* 
whia hi<ideted^«iy Sight, arid I n«w deaj-ly diftin- 
guifla the Folly of thofe pretended Traditions, for 

^^^^K. Juda Prikcep nahs efl illo Die quo ohtit 'k. Jh'^' 
iii^W'qtl^'ahntSdixortiis if, ^ Sol o'ctidit, Pezron, 
IMefhce of tb^^Amiquitilgs of Ti«rtes, p.*^76. •^' 
'. '\\lStiijUs >ti^hi ^(inqiih ' Autor^ ^Li^ri ' ZstnOeb Da^uid} 
exiit^ ah ukio extrhmo' Mundi ajf^ ad alikdy atque Jotam. 
kg^ Otal^fx ^jus ere a(cifimus\ Komg. JBibljotheca. 
'Veiu{& Nbva,*p. i§- - ^ ^ 
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which Reafon I reje£l thero. But before I took 
this Step, I was refolved ^o examine thoroughly in- 
to the Matter, that I might avoid doing that ha« 
ftily which I might repent at leifure. i am there* 
fore pretty pofitive that I had good Grounds for 
rejecting the Talmud and all its Dreams. At lead, 
I flatter myfelf, that I omitted nothing in my Pow- 
er, in order to difcover and come at the Truth, 
and if I have been deceived,' I truft that the Deiiy^ 
who knows my good Intentions, will have^ Mercy 
upon ine ; for it appears abfolutely impoffible that 
he (hould have given any Authority for the puerile 
Obfervations diSated bv our Rabbies. Can it be 
believed, that he would ever defcend into a Tale 
of the Neceffities to which we are fubje£led by. 
the Structure of our Bodies ? Is it Hot a moft 
aftonifhing Folly, to place among the Number of 
religious Ceremonies our Manner of eafing of Na^ 
ture ? However, fome of our Rabbies have not 
been alhamed to write very copioufiy upon this 
Subject. ^ In the ftrft place, they have fettled the 
Points of the Compafs towards which thefe fort of 
Conveniences fhould be turned, and tbefe are the 
North and South. Next it is fettled, that we arc 
not to remove our Garments but ii^ a fitting Pof- 
ture; this is the fecond Rule. And the third is, 
that in all Affairs of this Nature we ufe . the Left, . 
and not the Right Hand, which would be a grie-* 
vous OflFence ; fuch, according to thefe Rabbins, 
are the facred Myfteries of 'the Ifaw, which are not 
to be difper^fed with ; and to give greater Weight 
to thefe Impertinencies, they are inferted in th^; 
Writings of Akiha^ whom they have made the Au- 
thor of thefe ridiculous Precepts, which doubtlefs: 
be never thought of. For it is impoflible'to believe 
that a Man fo truly learned as he w^s^ fhould^ 
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liare run into &ch low ahd pitiful Abfurdittes; buf 
tbev were glad, no doubt, to lay hold of fo vene* 
rabie a Name as his^ in order to give a San&loa to 
their Chimaeras *• > 

The Rabbles, desar Monttoi^ have done^as ntuch 
Mifchief to the J^^^ Religion by their Imperti-^ 
neQcies, as the Cbriftian Monks havt to thehrs, by 
their deplorable and fometimes ridiculous Superfti- 
tions* The Ally Wotks both of the oiie and tht 
other, have prejudiced bat too many People againft 
all the Books in general, which treat o<f both Reli- 
gions* They are fo much fcandalized at the Foole- 
ries v^ich they fee not only tolerated, but approved 
and commended, that they cannot perCuade them- 
ftives that there can be found any fenfibte Writers 
in thofe Communions, wherein fome Members re- 
ceive as ufeful and neceflary Rules, fuch Follie» 
and Extravagancies as are fcarce pardonable in Ueots.: 

Thus, on account of a Prejudice fatal to the 
Learned amon^ft us, the Nnzannes will not be 
brought to diftinguiih between our Rabbles, but 
conckmn them in the Lump. In the very fame 
Manner the Proteftants defpife many excellent 
Works written by Catbolick Divines, but fure 
with very little Reafon. For inftance, they ftight 
^the moral EfTays of M. NUik^ the Sermons of 
Bwurshk^t, and maiiy others, becaufe they judge 
of aH their Books of Piety by the I^gmd of 



• Dixit Akiba, hgrefis fum abquanih pojl RaBii 
y^jluam in fidit fitret^ iocum i^ tria didicL Didid L 
fdi4 *^ ^oerfus orii$aem Csf etadmumy fid nnrjus fipten^ 
p^hfiem bf mftrmm^ ^jonmrtm «•# ihiimtu, Didici II. 
jmifd mn in pedes trt^nm^ fid jem coi^Ukntemt fi retegtrt 
%^at. Didid III. fW P$di9i npn dextrm fid fimfird 
nmt aijte^endus fi . • . L^is ImH Jreana fiint. Baiv 
letha^ in MaiTecb. JS^rvphjst^ foL. 6^. 

St. 
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thing in common with that of the Jews, Thcfe 
Prejudices of mine are entirely diffipated, and I am 
thoroughly fatisAed that I have been in an Enron 

Of all the Jewijh Se£is, the Samaritans differ 
leaft in their Cuftoms from thofe of our Anceftors. 
Moft of thefe People live at Gaza^ Damafcus^ Cat" 
ro^ but principally at Sichem^ now called Neapolis. 
They offer Sacrifices upon MowitGirizim^ affirming 
pofitively that this is the chofen Place of the Lord. 
They not only cit^, in Defence of this their Opi- 
nion, a Paffage of their Pentateuch *, which they 
charge our Anceftors with corrupting, by putting 
Mount Hebalj whence the Curfes were to be pro- 
nounced, for Atount G^rizim^ whence the BlefEngs 
were to be derived. But they infift alfo on Pre- 
fcription, on the uninterrupted Succef&on of their 
High-Priefts, on Tradition, on Hfftory, and f on 
the tacit Confeffion of the Author of the ChrilHan 
Law, who- did not difpute or deny the Truth of 
what the Samaritan Woman alledged, that their 
Fathers worihipped on Mount GerizimX, This 
Reproach of Corruption, which our Anceftors threw 
by wholefale on this poor People, has been adopted 
by certain learned Men among the Nazarenes^ with- 
out refleding that the eftabliihing this Propofition 
as a Truth, Would be equally prejudicial to them 
and to us. As I am fully perfuaded of this, I fhould ; 
be glad, after reading my Letter, if you would give^ 
me your Thoughts upod the Matter. 

The Samaritan from whom I learned all thefe 
Particulars, affured me,, that their Priefts are to- 
this Day of the Race af Aaron \ and that they never 

♦ Deuteron. xxvii. 4. 

t Jofepk. Amiq. lib. m cap. ulc. k lib, xiii. cap. 4v 

i I.John iv. 2I9 22. 
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intermarry out of that Family, that they may not 
fully the Honour of their Defccnt. He tells us like- 
wife, that the Altar on which they facrificed, is 
the very feme which was built by the IJraelites im- 
mediately after their Paflage over Jordan, I muft 
own to you, dear MancecOy that 1 can fcarce give 
Credit to the Antiquity and Authenticity of thefe 
Stories ; but rather think it a Tale fit to be infert- 
ed among the fabulous Co]le£Hons of the Rabbies. 
If indeed any thing could give it Weight, it muft 
be that wonderful Care and Induftry with which 
the Samaritans have always preferved the Cuftoms 
of their Anceftofs, and whatever came down to 
them with the venerable Stamp of Antiquity. They 
yet keep up and make iife of the ancient Hebrew 
Charafters, which diflFer much from thofe that are 
in Ufe with us, and which were the Invention of 
Efdras^ after the Return from the Babyhnijh Cap- 
tivity. 

I OH wHl eafily apprehend, my dear Monceca^^ 
that People fo much attached as the Samaritans are 
to the Cuftoms of our earlieft Anceftors, are far 
enough from admitting as Rule^ of Faith, all the 
Reveries of the T^almud, Far from adopting the 
Sentiments of the Rabbies, they go yet farther 
than the Caraites^ and acknowledge no Scriptures 
but the firft Books of Mofes^ looking on the reft- 
of the facred Code, as written by pious Men under 
the immediate Direftion of Heaven, but yet of no' 
decifive Authority with refpecSl to Matters of Faith. 
It is eafy to perceive that the Samaritans run inta 
a groft Error in this refpeft : For fince they admir 
that thefe Books were really written by the Perfons 
whofe Names they bear, and that their Authors 
were pious Men, mfluenced by the Spirit of God, 
why fliould they hefitace at admitting the Autborky 

of 
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of the Books themfelveaf tf it could once bo 
made out to the Caraites^ th»t thofe who compofed 
the Talmud "w^tQ Per(bn$ of Wifdom and Learn- 
ing, the)r would receive it without Delay jniach: 
more if it could b^ made appear^ that the Rabbie» 
l^y whom it was coia]|K>red were enUght^o^d by^ the 
opirit of Ged. 

It is neceilary^ dear Aionceca^ when one would 
avoid giving a blind Obedience to whatfoever is 
contained in a BooJc^ to alledge that its Author was 
a mere Man and uninfpired. For when once it is 
admitted, that a Boole was written by Infpiratiop, 
abfolute Sub^iiffion is due thereto. It is ridiculous^ 
"to attempt to range in diflFerent Cla{]^s, fuch Pieces 
as have fallen /rem the Pens of infpired Men. - F«ir 
we cannot believe that M^ are more or kfrifM- 
ijpired, or that whatever they receive by Irifpiration^ 
ought to be received with any different Degree of 
Credit. 

A famous G^f*»z^« Divine went very near aflert^ 
ing thi;| erroneous Opinion*. In the Heat of a 
Difpttte^ be advanced a Propofitibn with which his 
Adverfaries for ever after reproached him. He aP 
firmed, that a certain Work, written by an ancient 
Divine, whom the ^^zzor^w^i fuppofe to be-ione of 
tbeir Apoftles, was low, poor, and little better 
than C^aff, in comparifon of ^ the Writings of other 
Dodors t* His Enemies -did not fail to attack hiiB 
vigorouAy on^his maintaining fo evid\snt a Falihood. 
In the and,vhd was obliged to acknowledge his 
Ercpr; and at this Day the moft zealous of bi» 
Difciples readily admit that he committed a very 
great Fault, in endeavouring to eftabUfii a $enti- 

• Lutbir. >v 

f The Epiftle gtfncfal QffS^.Jama. 
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ment^ fo dirc^ly oppofitc to Rcafon *• This Di* 
'^ne, in order, to deliver himfelf from fome Diffi- 
culties^ durft not deny the Credit of the Book which 
made againft him; but then he diminiOied it as 
nauch as he couid, and made it much inferior to 
anotber Book which appeared to &vour his own 
Sentiments. 

Strange is the EfFeft of that blind Prejudice into 
whicbtcven the greateft Men arc apt to fall, through 
an over-hafty Defire of fupporting whatever they 
advance ! Is it poffible to find out a greater Ab- 
fu^dity than this of diftinguiftiing Degrees of Wif- 
dbin in the Spirit of God ? Or can there be any 
thing more oppofite to Common Senfe than this 
Notion, of giving more or lefs Credit to divinely- 
infpired Writings, as they agree more or left with 
pur own Opinions f 

I know, my dear Mancica^ that the Rabbins and 
the Carakes^ far from imitating the impious Bold- 
nefs of certain Nazarems, or the ill-found«d Scru- 
ples of thje Samaritans J preferve equally for the^ 
Books of the facred Code, an infinite Refpefl, wrth^ 
out pretending, to judge by the light of their Reafoft 
of the Worth of any of the mfpired Writings. 
But in avoiding this Errcn' they have run into ano«* 
ther, which is common to them and to the Naxarene 
Do^rss tbatistoiay, they tear and torture cer- 

* Cam autem iUud le^JfeMf mn rem itffinmlannj fed 
fatebar in reAonJione mea ad Gregorium Marttmim. In 
iUa quidem Prafatione/crihit LutJberum, S,Jacohi Epi» 
ftolam non ppjfe dignaie certare cum Ef^olis S, S. Petri 
^ Pavli, fed Eptfiolam Jframimam^ ft cum altif com-^ , 
paretwr. ^am ejui fententiam mn frobo^ aiqui in re^ 
ctntioribtis Editionibus turn omiffa fint iila ^ferba^ epittor 
ipfiim toftea Lutherum ham Juam Jententiam impntobaffi. 
Whitakeri Refponf. adRainoIdiRduattiooeiiiy p. 103. 
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tain Paflagesj in order to bring them to favour their 
Sentiments, and by this means they vouch all the 
Vapours of their heated Imaginations by thefe forced 
Applications of the Holy Writings, infomuch that 
there is nothing fo abfurd, not only with regard to 
Rites and Ceremonies, but alfo with refpeft to- the 
Dodrines of Religion, which they do not attempt 
to prove in this Manner. 

Is it", for example, poflible to find out any thing 
more wild and extravagant than the Rabbinical In- 
terpretation of this Verfe in the Pfalms ? Behold^ I 
was Jhapen in Whkednefs^ and in Sin hath my Mo^ 
ther conceived me. Infter.d of going into the Opmi- * 
on of the Nazarene Dolors, who have fully proved, ' 
that the Prophet fpeaks here of that orieinal Ble». 
rtiifli derived to all Men, from their firff Parents, 
they will needs have it, that Jejjfe the Father of ^ 
David h^g?x him in Adultery, though on his own 
Wife, whom he took to have been one of her 
Maid-Servants, upon whofe Chaftity he had attempt- 
ed. Is not this, dear Afonceca, a fine Explication 
of fo clear and eiafy a Text? And what Opinion 
rhzy wc not expeft to fee fupported by Scripture- 
Proofs, alledged by the Rabbins, when out of the- 
plaineft Things, they can forge Aich romantick Ad- 
v'fentures, and gravely deliver fo extraordinary a 
Story as this of the preten^ded Adultery of Davi^Ts' 
Father, though there be not a Word of it in the 
holy Books ? . * 

An Italian yew not only adopted this fabulous 
Tale, in a Work which he publiflied, but even at- 
tempted to carry it further than any of his Brethren 
had (Jone, by making a pretty long Diflertation to 
pr<?ve, forfooth, that jfe^ffe had done perfe6lly well,, 
in endeavouring to go to Aed to his Maid, becaufe 
his. Wife was grown pretty isa in Yea^s,, and as he 
*'-' apprc- 
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apprehended paft Child-bearing *. This Sentiment, 
my Friend, contains an excel] eiit Moral, and if 
thefe wife and honeft Rabbins would but effe6lually 
eftabliih it, it would in all human probability con- 
tribute pretty much to the railing Servants Wages, 
in confideration of the Likelihood of their finding 
more Employment than at prefent. 

Confefs then, dear Monceca^ that we Car ait es 
have fome Reafon to reject thefe Rabbinical Com- 
m^r.ts J though as yet you are attached to their Soft, 
it is impoffiblc you (hould not fee their Errors. 
That Uneafinefs and Embarraflment which naturally 
attends a Man's changing his Religion, keeps you 
as yet in the wrong Track ; but as learneftly wifli, 
fo I fincerely hope, that the God of our Fathers 
will afford you his viftorioiis Grace, which he 
vouchsafes to fuch as he leads to the Knowledge of th6 
Truth j and that thereby breaking the Chains whiclf 
for the prefent bind you to the Rabbins, y6u fhall 
come and range yourfelf under the Banner of the^ 
Caraius^ who are not only the true ^exur^ but al- 
ftioft the fole People in the World who fubmit 
their Judgments to the Divine Writings, without 
attempting to abufe thefe, in order to eftablifli their 
own Opiniens. 

Many of the Na%arene Doftors, as alfo of the 
Cadies and Mufties among the Muffelmen, run in- 
to the fame Fault with the Rabbies. They do noe 
fubmit their Opinions to thofe contained in the Wri- 
tings which they believe infpired, but explain all 
thefe Works in a manner conformable to their own 

• U Penjtero d* Ifai era huonoj perche efftndo la Pa-* 
tr$na njecchia^ < la Majferagio'vane^ ha<veva Dejidtfi^ 
di ba^ver akri Figliuoli. Percetti da cifcr imparati daik 
Donne Ebree, p. 69, 

Notion^ 
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/ he comprdiended. Nor is it lefs unreafonabk to 
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.The Proteftants make this Book the Bafis of all their 
Invedlives againft the Papifts, and the Papifts again 
make ufe of the fame Book, in order to point out 
their Adverfaries in the moft odious Colours ♦. Is 
4t poffible to njtake a worfe, or a more unwarranta- 
ble ufe of fuch Works as are fuppofed to be didiated 
by the Deity himfelf ? 

Farewell, dear Monceca^ live content and happy, 
and beware of indulging a rafh Spirit of Curiofity. 
Cairo. 

• The Revelations hath been in all times one of the 
principal fiooks whence the Divines have drawn abnn- 
4antly injurious Expceflions, in order to pelt thofe againft 
whom they had a Spite. What is ftill more fingular, is, 
that the Rabbics alio have profited of thefe Obfcurities 
in the Revelations, They pretend that this Book was 
written by one of their Brethren, in order to deceive the 
. primitive Chriftians. See in refpedl to this Subjed the 
Letter CLX. Vol. V. as al(b the 41^ Lett^ of the 
Secret Memoirs of the RepHhlkk rf latter s. In which 
Letters this remarkable Point oi^ JHEiilory is fully difcuf- 
fed, and the original Paflages fDom the Rabbins alfo are 
there p^uced art large. , 
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LETTER CXLV. 

Aaron Monceca, to Isaac Onis^ 
CaraitCj formerly a Rabbi at Conftan- 
tinoplc. 

THE Englijh^ dear IfacUy arc not fatisfied with 
enjoying uninterrupted Liberty in this Life : 
They think alfo they ought to be permitted to quit 
it when their Misfortunes prcfs them too clofely, 
whenever they grow tired of it, or of what paflcs 
•therein. I was prodigioufly furprized at my firft 
Arrival, at the frequent Accounts I heard of fudi 
Deaths. ^ It fometimes happened, that a Man I had 
converfed with in the Evening, thought proper to 
cut his Throat nexcDi^i Such as brought the 
News of this Accident, inftead of appearing afto- 
niihed, generally approved the Action mad as it was. 
If I enquired what the Reafons were, which detec- 
mined the diftraded Creature to take away his own 
Life ; fVe know notj anfwered they coldly, it is vtty 
probable be did not like his Situation in this IVorldy 
and had a mind to fee how they went on in the other • 
His Life was his own^ and a^ing as he didy he hurt 
no body but himfelf 

I fancied for a good while, that fuch as thus took 
/itintheirHeadstomake away with themfelv^s did it in 
xonfequence of Diftradion, and I was very far front 
imagining that the Bnglijb hanged themfeJves, or 
-cut their Throats after mature Deliberation^ ^ but by 
'the many unhappy Inftances I have feen, and by 

the 
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the Relations I have had from Perfons of undoubted 
Credit, I am convinced it is even fo. 

About t\¥o Years ago a working Man and his 
Wife being both weary of tjie Troubles they en- 
dured here, determined to put an End to them. 
They had a Daughtej of abput five or iix Years of 
Age. They thought it but reafonable not to 
leave her expofed to thofe Mifcbieft which they 
found too h^rd for tlieiiifelves : O^ mature Con- 
fideration, they refolved that ihe fh'ould mak^ the 
Voyage with them. When they had once fettled 
ai)a adjufted all Things neceflary for the Execu- 
tion of their Defini, mey determined to juftify it 
to die Publick. Hereupon, they compo&d a Nar- 
rative of their Misfortunes, entered into a long 
Deuii of the Miferies under which they had la- 
boured, and the Caufes of their dying as they did. 
They complained, that in fpite of their utax>tt En- 
deavours in an honeft way, th^ found it impc^ble 
for tbem to {iibfift \ tim thev ware more diftieff<id . 
the faore diey ftrove againfi their hard Fortune. 
That, in fine, they faw but one Way left to avoid 
doing bafo Things, and tQ this they iiad Recourfe, 
befeeching God, to whom, in quitting Life, thqr 
bc(|ueathed their departing Souls, to 'have Meicy 
>upon them, as they ftrmly trufted he would, 
liaving finiOied this their Apology, they firft cat 
the Throat of their Daughter, and then hanged 
thenvfelves. 

This pernicious Cuftom of making themfelvcs 
away, is far from being peculiar to the meaner 
(brt of People, the Great are pot exempt thcre- 
^om; Men of Figure and Quality now and theH 
^ut their Throatsi, as well as other Folks, purelf 
becaufe the World is no longer pkalant to them. 
And fo bx is this from drwving any KeBci£lkm 
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the contrary, he had the Misfortune before he ex- 
pired to hear himfelf loaded with the heavieft Re- 
proaches* He had, unhappijy for him ! taken it 
into his Head to imitate the Englijh. Whenever 
he heard of a NTan who had cut his Throat, he 
felt an inward Motion of Envy, which at the fame 
time ftimulated him to follow fo glorious an Ex- 
ample. You /ball fee one of thefe DaySy faid he to 
'his Fzmtly, fometbtng wtll furprtze you. I fhail 
convince- the World the French have m high Spirits 
as the Engliih. Yes^ yes^ this is a Tafk I take up^ 
en me. As he explained himfelf no farther, his 
Frfends and Family could not divine what it vvas 
he meant. After fome Deliberation, he at length 
fully determined to vindicate the Honour of the 
French Nation, which he conceiti^ed to be excef- 
fively tarnifhed by their want of Refolutlon to kill 
themfelves. Accordingly he took a Razor, and 
■when he was left alone attempted to cut his Throat, 
But wanting Courage thoroughly to do his Work, 
he only gave himfelf a large Wound, and as foon 
as he faw the Blood ftream, he called in People 
to aflift him^. Some Englifh who amongft others 
ran in, inftcad of aiFording him Help, began to in- 
fult him. ^rhefe French Dogs^ faid they, would needs 
imitate uSy and yet have not the Courage to cut a 
Throat as it jhould he. Look no^v^ look at this cow- 
ardly Scoundrel^ he has not cut deep enough by half an 
Inch. While the EngUJh were making thefe fine 
Refleftions, in came the Relations of the wounded 
Perfon. A Surgeon was fent for, but to no purpofe. 
His Care had no EfFeft, the poor Man after two 
days Torture died, and died without demonftrating 
that Equality he talked of. 

I am out of all Patience, dear Ifaac^ when 1 fee 
People who ufe their Senfes to fo good Purpofc in 
pther Matters of Moment, negleft the ufe of them 
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in Things of the laft Importance, and run into (o 
extraordinary an Abfurdity as to applaud fuch 
Madmen, as for very light Subje£ls of Chagrin at- 
tempt upqn their own Lives. Not to treat the 
Memory of fuch a Man with proper Indignity, 
who throws away his Life without any real Necef- 
fity, is fooliftily to approve Adions the m. ft cruel, 
and unnatural, which either Melancholy or a bru- 
tal Difpofttion can fuggeft. For from thefe Sources 
flow, in Fa6^, thofe Effe6ls which the Englijh 
•would willingly attribute to Greatnefs of Soul, and 
particularly this Propenfity to Self-Murder. All 
thofe bitter Refleftiohs by which they ar-e led to 
this Extremity of Folly, are the Produce of a dark, 
fullen, cloudy Temper of Mind, and of a fierce 
Humour incapable of fupporting with Conftancy the 

-Highteft Change of Fortune. It is therefore not 
through Courage, but through Weaknefs rather, that 
the Englijh difpatch themfelves as they do. To fay the 
Truth, there is much more Spirit requifite to fup- 
port gencroufly an unforefeen Adverfity, than to rid 
one's felf of it by violent Means. 

The Crime of fuch People as murder themfelves 
is inexcufable. look upon it in what Light you 
will. If we confider it as Philofophers, we diico- 
ver an exceeding Weaknefs no way fit to enter into 
Comparlfon with that Firmnefs of the great Men 

- of Antiquity, who died indeed bravely, but did 
not die unlefs they were forced to it for the Pre- 
fervation of thtir Country, or their Glory. Never 
did any Greek^v Roman cut his Throat out of too 
quick a Senfe of private Misfortunes. The fariie 
Hero who threw himfelf intoaGulph to avert the 
Danger of Ro?ne^ would have fupported any private 
and perfonal Misfortunes, without ever thinking 
•of a violent Death by way of Difcharge. AIarh7s 
is an Example of a great Man enduring Advciiity 

K 2 , without 
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without any Meannefs. How many EngUJhmen 
vvould have difpatched themfelves into the other 
World under iuch a Perfecution as that of Sylla ? 
Profcribed, purfued, reduced to the hard Neceffity 
of hiding himfelf in a filthy Morafs, Marius ftill 
waited the Decifion of his Fate from Heaven, and 
thought it no way worthy of his heroiclc Courage, to 
fcelc in Death a Refuge from his Sorrows, 

I am, dear Ifaac^ more charmed with the 
Courage and Firmnefs of a certain Spaniard^ than 
vith this Ferocity they difguife under the Name 
of a great Spirit. This Man with much Induft^ 
laboured for twenty Years together, to fcrape up 
as much as might keep him comfortably in his 
old Age. Fortune, however, in an Inftant ftrip- 
ped him of all that he had been faving. A Mer- 
chant whom he had entrufted with his All broke, 
and left him not worth a Groat. A hundred Eng^ 
lift) would have refolved on a Leap in the Dark 
at fuch News. The Spaniard wifer, and of a jufler 
Turn of Thought, determined to conquer Adv^r- 
fity, and to make his Deftiny afliamed of her In- 
julHce. Preferving therefore his Moderation and 
wonted Refolution, he faid, prefenting a Cord to 
Fortune^ Here is a Rope^ foolijh Slut, take it and go 
hang thyfelf, fince thou art not able to make me have 
Recourfe to hanging. 

If, on the other Hand, we refleft on this Prac- 
tice of Self-murder, as it regards Society and the 
publick Tranquillity, we (hall find it extremefy per- 
nicious, and capable of producing great Mifchiefs. 
What Revolutions, what Confufions, what Dangers 
may we not fear in a Countrj^ where People not only 
get over all Apprehenfions of Death, -but of all that 
is to happen after it I It is moft certain, that a 
Man who is neither afraid of going hence, or of 

the 
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the Place to which he may go, is capable of do- 
ing ftrange Things before he takes his Journey. 
There are no other ways of reftraining People, 
but by Religion or the Fear of Death. Now when 
both thefe Cords are broke in any Society, what 
Diforders may there not be expected' ? A Man 
who has committed the greateft Crimes which can 
be imagined, may make a Jeft of all legal Punifh- 
ments however fevere, if he only ufes fo much 
Precaution, as to provide himfelf with the Means 
of putting an end to his Life as foon as appre- 
hended. Murders, Robberies, Aflaflinations muft 
be frequent. Kings themfelves are not fafe on 
their Thrones. It is the Nature of thofe Torments 
to which fuch as attempt on the Perfons of Princes 
are referved, that deters Parricides and Traytors 
from fuch Acls much more than the Thoughts 
of dying. The laft Words of Clement the Monk 
who aflaffinated Henry III. are clear Proofs of this. 
/ blejs Godj cried that Monfter, while the Soldiers 
ftabbed him, that I die fo eajtly ; for I did not hope 
fo quick a Paffage out of this Life^ or to efapc at 
fuch a Rate, 

It muft be confefled, dear Ifaac^ that there can be 
nothing more dangerous to a State, than to have in 
it a Set of People not to be reftrained by any Fear 
of Punifhment. . For one whom a Senfe of Honour 
and Probity keeps within the Bounds of Juftice, 
there are a hundred reftrained by Fear. It cannot 
be denied, that Men are more inclined to Eyil than 
to Good. All Cuftoms, all Ufages which tend to 
weaken thefe Bands, are prejudicial to Society. 
How much therefore ought we to abhor a Crime 
which opens a Door to all forts of Evils ? And can 
it be efteemed lefs than Madnefs to giv« this Crime 
the Titles of Courage and Greatnefsof Soul ? 

K 3 ' Fare- 
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Farewell, dear Ifaac^ and may eft thou always ufe 
thy Reafon in thy Adverfity. 
London. 

LETTER CXLVI. 

Aaron Monceca, to Isaac Onis, 

CaraiiCy heretofore a Rabbi at Conftan- 
tinoplc. 

IT feems to me, dear ffaac^ that the tragick 
Poets among the French are as much fuperior to 
the En^HJ})^ as the Philofophers of the former Na- 
tion are inferior to thofe of the latter. I find as 
great a Difference betw^een ShakeJ^ear and Corneille^ 
Jddlfon 7\x\6. RaciHe^- ^s between Defcartes \x\^ Nei^r 
t^yiy Locke and Mariebranche. It is not that the 
Poets of this Country want Fire, or a lively Ima- 
gination ; on the contrary, they have a great deal 
6f Spirit and Force. But the mifchief of it is, that 
when they have rai fed themfelves up to Heaven, 
they are immediately dazzled with their own Height, 
fink all on a fudden as fwiftly as they rofe, and fully 
by their Fall the Honours they have acquired. As 
they have not the leaft Knowledge of the Rules, or 
if they affeft to defpife them, we need not be fur- 
pri^ed that they are unable to conduft in a proper 
Manner that Strength of Fancy which they derive 
from Nature. 

Whatever^ Fecundity oT Invention ! Whatever 
Sprightlinefs of Wit ! Whatever Bo\dnefs of Senti- 
ment there may be ! yet Regularity is wa^nting in 

all 
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all Attsv The meancft Architefl: who follows the 
Rules of Palladia^ will fuccecd much better than a 
Mafon who has Genius, but who is notwithftand* 
ing ignorant and rafh. The little Church of St. 
yujiina of Padua^ affords the Eye more Pleafure 
than the P>yramid8 of Egypt. Monuments of Gran- 
deur indeed ! but which have a ftronger Relifti of 
Eaflern Barbarifm than of the Graces of the Greeks 
and Romans* 

Such is the State, dear Ifaac^ of the EngUJh 
Theatre. I have fccn there a great deal of Genius, 
and yet very few ' good Pieces : They play every 
Day at London a kind of horrible Farces, to which 
without Hefitation they give the pompous Names of 
Tragedies, I have i^JtJx in a very fine Engltjh Play, 
three Witches introduced in the oddeft Manner ima- 
ginable,,, and pretending to boil Herbs together in ' 
a Caldron. I have fometimes feen the Stage in the 
Light of a Church-yard, and Grave-Diggers divert- 
ing themfelvos with toffing Skulls of dead Perfons 
about ; nay, and which is ten times' worfe, I have 
fcen this applauded. 

Dryden^ and above all Addlfon^ hath taken pains 
to teach this barbarous Melpomene a little Maniiers. 
But in fpite of all their Car<f^^ their Tragedy has 
ftilhtoo much of a favage Appearance. Jt fcertis 
they are not able to attain that modeft and majefti^k 
Aur which heretofore diftingu'flied the Greeks^ as 
it now does the French Poets, Figure to yourfelf, 
dear Ifaac^ the ftrange Alteration made when 
Voltaire's Tragedy of Zara came to be played on 
the Englijh Stage 5 they were forced to make that 
young Princefs tear off her Hair by Handfuls, and 
roll herfclf on the Sfage ais if fhe had been in Fits. 
One would thinks ' that an Author had little Obli- 
gation to a Tranflator for fuch extravagant Addi- 
tions. T\it EngUJh Poet, however, was forced to 
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accommodate the Piece to the Genius of his Ka* 
tion ; that is, to make it fucceed he made it ridi* 
culous. In fhort, to obtain Applaufe at London^ it 
is abfolutely neceflary to exhibit beautiful Monfters. 
If you keep too near Truth, it will never do. ' 

Yet this does not arife from a want of Liking to 
natural Defcriptions j there are in Shahfpear num<» 
berlefs Paflages extremely juft, and every way per- 
fe<Sl. But what then ? If thefe continue any time, 
the Audience grow fick of them, and their Atten- 
tion muft be awakened by fomething wonderful and 
out of the common Road. 

Within thefe few Years, the Englijb have had 
Poets who have written very regular Pieces'; but 
they have not fucceeded, becaufe the Audience 
thought them lainguiibing and cold : In truth, I do 
not think they did them wrong ; they were fo in 
Fa(5l ; i and one would be apt to think, on feeing 
thefe modern Tragedies, that the Englijh Poets had 
a Faculty of draining their Subjects, fallying beyond , 
Truth and Nature to fliew the Force of their Ge- 
nius, and to be under a neceffity of mingling in 
their beft Pieces the greateft Beauties and the great- 
clt Faults. Jtfeems^ fays a modern Author*, that 
ths Englifli Genius hitherto hath produced onty^ irre- 
gkJar Beauties. Shakefpear'x Jhining Monjiers are 
a thcujand times more pleafmg than the Wifdom of 
modern Poets. In Jbort^ the Englifli Poetry refembles 
tf luxuriant Tree^ which in its natural State throw$ 
out a multitude of Branches^ and gives unequal Marks 
ef a prodigious Force^ and yet dies if you attempt to 
put' a Force upon Nature^ and to bring it into the 
Mode of the Garden at Marli. 

How far ofF foevcr the Englijh Poets may be 
from the Perfection and Merit, which muft be 

* Vokaire^ Lettres fhikfophtques^ Let, xviiL p. 162: 
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allowed to thofe who have cultivated the French 
Tragedy; it is not however impoflible, that feme 
time or other they fhould reach, nay, go beyond 
them. That Time will come, nay, I am per- 
fuaded it is near at hand, when the EngUJh Ihall 
corredl all their Errors. Their Genius ftill re- 
mains, they begin by degrees to accuftom them- 
felves to the Rules, and they will in time arrive at 
Perfeftion in an Art which hitherto they have not 
underftood. In procefs of time they will join the 
VVifdom, Majefty, Purity, and Decency of the 
French Theatre, to the Strength, the Sublimity, and 
the pathetick Energy of the EngUJh Tragedy, with 
an Exclufion of whatfoever is monftrous, mean, or 
ridiculous. The Poets of this Country Iwvc a great 
Advantage over others, by their introducing fo 
much A5ion in their Plays ; many even of the beft 
French Pieces are in truth but Converfations in five 
AcSts, which we read with greater Pleafure than 
we fee, becaufe the Adlion languilhes for want of 
a proper Variety of Incidents. 

The Theatres of Paris and Londo7t fecm to rrrc 
perfect Rcprefentations of the Characters of the two 
Nations : At Paris they fpeak, at London they ad^. 
It is not therefore at all wonderful, that the French 
ihould fpealc better than tlie ^w-^///;, becaufe every 
Man is Matter of his own Trade. For this very 
Reafon, the amorous Intrigues in the French Pleads 
are better wrought and conduced than in the Fng- 
UJh, We may venture after the fame manner to 
determine oa the Merit of the two Theatres : The 
Character of the French is Tendernefs, Love is their 
prevailing Paffion, it is their principal Occupation', 
and Gallantry is the Soul of the Court. The Lan- 
guage of the Heart is naturally that of the Ladies, 
and though they will now and then contradiiSl it x 
little in their Behaviour, yet there is not one of 
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them who will yield in the Dignity ttf her Expref- 
fion to the Heroine of a Romance. It is a com- 
mon thing at Potts ^ to micet with a female Plato^ 
nlcky who reafons with the greateft Delicacy on the 
Inconfiftency between the Communications of Senfe 
and AfFedlions in Perfons of diftinguiihed Birth ^ 
affirming, that Love is confined only to the Heart 
and to the Thoughts ; and ye: makes her Appoint- 
ments every Night. 

In France the Men fpeak and a£l in the f;^me 
Manner with the Fair Sex : They declaim againft 
Infidelity : They fometimes aflFe<ft to contemn a 
Woman who has tript. In fhort, there are certain 
Moments when-you would take 2, French Petit-Maitre 
for the Original whence a Romance Charader had 
been draWn. But if you watch his* Motions, or 
confider his Condu£l but for four-and- twenty Hou«, 
you fhall be able to detedt him in twenty Breaches 
of his Syftem of amorous Morality. 

It is natural, dear Ifaac^ in a Country where 
the Language, the Arts, the Tricks and Cheats of 
Love, are fo well underftood, that they fliould be 
alfo well expreffed. A Painter who works after 
excellent Models, and wha has Nature always be- 
fore his Eyes, will (hew more Spirit^ ^nd add more 
Graces to his Figures, than he who paints from 
Idea, and the fole Strength of Imagination. Racine 
felt that Love which he fo well exprcfles in his 
Verfes. He faid in Profe to ChanmeU * y all that as 
a Poet he fays to his Heroines. We owe to his^ 
Cqnfthution and the Tafte of his Nation a great 
Part of thofe Beauties which we admire in his 
Works. If he had been an EngUfliman^ he would 

* A* celebrated Adrefsy nvith ivhom Racine ivas in 
LiiJe, 
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without doubt have wanted this Advantage. He 
muft, in order to have pleafed, have fought feme 
Other Method of moving the Spe£lators than by ten- 
der Scenes, or he would have run the Rifque of fail- 
ing, 6r falling into the Error of Addtfon at leaft. 
The Cato of that Author is a moft perfeft Piece, if 
we take away a cold Love- Scene, which ferves 
only to hinder the Attpntion due to the reft of the 
Play. If Corneille had been an Englijh Writer, he 
would have loft much lefs than Racine ; becaufe he 
had all the Talents neceflary to fiicceed on an Eng^ 
lijh Theatre, The laft K&. of his Rhodogune is 
a Mafter- piece which ought to be admired every 
where, but feems particularly calculated for London. 
The Englijh Poets have Strokes as beautiful and 
as fublime as any in Corneille^ but then they are not 
fo equal ; if that Author falls, it is neither fo fre- 
quent, nor fo perceptible ; the French Poet may be 
indeed low in fome Places, but the Englijh are very 
often ridiculous. One is furprized at pLiris to fee 
fo great a Genius as Corneille making ufe, even in 
bis beft Pieces, of low Expreflions ; and we are 
apt to cenfure pretty freely, fuch Thoughts of his 
as appear to be below the Dignity of Englijh Tra- 
gedy. How often have the following Lines in hi^ 
Nicomedes been burlefqucd ? 

• Madame^ encore un coup^ cet Homme eji — // a vousy 
Et, pour VGiis divertir^ eJl ilft necejfaire^ 
^e vcus ne lui puijftes ordonner de fe taire ? 

But what would our Parijians^. who are fo nice 
as to Style, fay, if they were to fee the Julius Cce- 
far of Shakefpear reprefented on their Stage, in 
which there is a Scene where the Coblers and Tay- 
lors converfe with 5rf^/«j. and Cajftus? 

K 6 Tbe 
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The fame Reafon which incline People at Paris 
to pafs by the Faults of the great CorneilU, ferve 
at London to excufe thofe of .&6i7i^/47r, and other ' 
Tragick Poets ; their ravifhing and aiblime Beauties^ 
ftrike us fo much, that for the fake of them we pa& 
by their Faults. It is true, the EngUJh Authors 
feem to (land in need of more Indulgence than the 
French \ but as the Tafte of that Nation is not 
entirely formed, many Things are as yet allowed, 
which will not pafs in Times to come. 

Love is in rofleflion of the Theatre at London^ 
as well as Par'ts^ and there are few modern Pieces 
in which it has not a large Share. But as I have 
already told vou, dear Ifaacy the EngUJh Poets have 
not fo well iucceeded in defcribine the Motions of 
that Paffion, as in painting thofc of Greatnefs of 
Soul, Valour, and of Publick Spirit. The Chara£ber 
of Cato in Addifon^s Tragedy, is perhaps the moft 
beautiful that ever appeared on the Theatre : That 
of Pompey in Cinna j that of Burrhus in Britannia 
cus } nay, even that of yoajh in Athaliahy is not fo 
fhining. Yet each of thefe Tragedies is more per- 
fect than that of the Englijh Author ; becaufe he 
had the Weaknefs to pleafe the Women, who de- 
cide all Things as well at London as ^t Paris, to in- 
troduce tender Speeches, though he was unacquaint- 
ed with the Language of Love. This has occaiioned 
his enervating the fierccft Tragedy that perhaps ever 
appeared on any Stage, 

When the Science of Sophocles and of Euripides 
comes to be thoroughly underftood in England, it 
will be much more difficult for their Poets than for 
the French, to produce any thing that is excellent^ 
and capable of fatisfying the Tafte of the Nation. 
They will then be obliged. to have Complacency 
cilough to treat of certain Subjefts, and tq fpeak of 
fosne Matters where their Wit will not Ihine, as in 
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ot^er Things, when the Spedbtor has been moved 
by fome impetuous Speeches ; when he has felt the 
¥oii:c of poetick Texror, and has been ravifhed by 
Strokes truly divine, he muft ftill be fofcened by the 
Complaints of an unfortunat;e Love, in order to fa* 
tisfy the Ladies and the young People, It will be 
more difficult to touch this laft Paffion than any of 
the reft, and there will feldoov appear a Genius ca- 
pable of doing it. 

It feems that the reigning Philofophy, and the 
favourite Syftepi of Politicks, maintains in England 
the fame Authority on the Stage as in other Places, 
Their Poets are much more Citizens of their own 
Country than of Parnajfus^ and it is eafy to difcover 
the Party they embrace in all their Pieces. 

Farewell, dear Ifaacj live happy and content. 
London. 

LETTER CXLVIL 

Aaron Monceca, /(^IsaacOnis, 

Caraile^ heretofore a R^bbi at Conftanti- 
noplc. 

WE fee no fuch thing, dear Ifaac^ in this Coun- 
try, as People's difappearing no-body knows 
how 5 and being carried from their Families, by a 
Minifter's Order, are fuffered to figh out the Re- 
mainder of their Days, under the Weight of Arbi- 
trary Power, in Prifons where no Mortal can find 
them. A Tradefman of London hzs no Apprehen- 
fion of being condemned without a Hearing ; they 

cannot 
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cannot keep a Man. here,, even in the Towen^ ^th- 
©ut due Courfe of Law. A Lettre-de^cachst * is 
here an . unintelligible Term. Happy Country, 
wherein Fear belongs only to the Guil^ ! 

A private Man in this Kingdom is in no fcM of 
Fear of being falfely accufed by any wicked Rafca], 
Jcidnapped thereupon from his Houfe, and not allow- 
ed a Hearing, till after a long Confinement. . The 
Prejudices, nay. even the Hatred of the Great, and 
of the Priefts, are harmlefs here. . As long as a 
Man is honeft, and does nothing to the Prejudice of 
Society, he is under the Proteftion of the Laws, 
and till he violates them, he needs be in no Pain. 
An Englifl)7nan needs not in the Evening run over 
in his Mind whatever pafled in the Day's Converfa- 
tion, from a Dread of being hampered two or three 
Years after for an unguarded Expreffion. He afts 
and fpeaks freely, and may, in cafe he feys nothing 
injurious to the Laws, give his Opinion freely on 
any Subjefl. If a Minifter does any thing. araife, 
he condemns it roundly. Inaftnuch as lie is a Mem- 
ber of Society, the Law prcfumes him honeft, per- 
mits that he fpeak his Sentiments to hi« Friends^ 
and fecures him from falling into the Hands 'pf a 
lawlefs Statefman, whofe Power fandlifies his Errors, 
and ftamps Authority on his wrong Steps. 

They commend, dear ^^f, ia this Country, . 
the Great, if they have Merit. By the fame Rule 
they blame them if they have none, or if their good 
Qualities are exceeded by their bad ones. If Car- 
dinal Fleury was Prime Minifter in England^ the* 
People of London would do him Juftice, they would 

* A Letirt- de-cachet is a Mandate, by which a Per- 
Ibn is banifhed, or committed to Prifon, by the Royal 
Authority, not unlike our Warrants from a S^retary of 
State. 
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unanimoitfly commend his Abilities^ his Prudence,, 
his Integrity, his Difintercftcdnefs, his Love for 
Peace, and his Regard for his Matter's Glory. But 
if inftead of this truly-illuftrious Minifter, they had 
Cardinal Du Bois at the Head of their Affairs, they 
would without fcruple expofe his Condudl, nor 
ihew him a grain the greater Refpedl on account 
of his Purple. In the midft of all his Greatneft, 
he difcovered the Vices of a pedantick Life, and 
^ery ill became the Rank to which he was raifed ; 
as nnuch above his Merit as his Birth. Whatever 
Liberty they might think fit to take with fuch a 
Minifter, they would have been fo far from fearing 
its cofting them their Lives, that they would not 
have expc^ed fo much as a fhort Exile. At Parisj 
however, they would have had more Tendernefs for 
a Man who had violated all the Laws, than one 
who had fpoken freely of the notorious Vices of that 
Prieft ; whom at this Day all the World condemns : 
The Great and the Mob agree in detefting his ill 
Qualities. They cannot help admiring how he came 
to arrive at the Helm. Yet, could he revive and 
be again pofleffed of Power, moft of thofe who now 
cenfure him fo freely, would run as fervilely as ever 
to offer him Incenfe ; the Terror of a Lettre-de- 
' cachet for a rafli Expreffion, would keep them in 
a fhameful Slavery, excefEvely detrimental to the 
Publick, and to the Prince, who can never be in- 
formed of the Faults of his Minifters, if the People 
are debarred the Freedom of Speech, and the Right 
of carrying their Complaints to the Foot of the 
Throne. 

It is beyond all queftion as much the Interefts of 
Sovereigns, as of their Subje£^s, not to allow their 
Minifters too extenfive a Power, or not to inquire 
into their Conduct. Becaufe it comes frequently to 

pafs. 
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pafs, that they themfelves fuffcr for the Blunders of 
thofe they truft. How happy would it have been 
for Henry III. (of France) if any Courtier of his 
had been fnicere enough to have fhcwn him the 
Danjger into which he ran headlong, by his blind 
Attachment, his wrong-placed Afte<aion, and his 
unworthy Tendernefs for his Minions? But fuch 
b the Fate of Princes ! they need Counfel more 
than other Men, yef no-body dares give it them. 
An unlucky Experience hath confirmed moft Peo- 
ple's Opinion, that the Lot of fuch as venture to 
difabufe Kings, is very unfortunate. If at firft fuch 
an Information is favourably received from a faith- 
ful SubjeiSl, yet it often happens the Minifter finds 
a Way to juftify himfelf, and his Juftification in- 
duces of courfe the other^s DeftrucSion. Sometimes 
again the Minifter hath no need of Excufes, his 
Matter's Confidence is an impregnabfe Intrench- 
ment ; which, whoever attempts to force, is fure to* 
perifh. Heroes and great Princes are liable to Pre- 
judices, as well as other Men. If has fo happened, 
th^t great Monarchs have fj^ncied their Glory fome 
way interefted in fupporting thofe they had made 
choice of, though they knew they were unfit for the 
Pofts they filled ; of which Chamillard and others 
are recent Examples. 

Since then it is fo dangerous, that it can fcarce b« 
cxpeSed .a private Perfon about a Court fhould 
venture to tell important Truths to a Sovereign, 
true Policy requires that the People fhould be per- 
mitted to bring their Complaints, whatever they 
are, againft Minifters, direftly to the Throne. O- 
therwife all Minifters muft pafs for infallible with 
their Mafters ; fince their Faults could neither be 
difclofed by particular Perfons, nor the. People in a 
Body. It is therefore impoffible to remove this 

Mifchief,. 
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Mifchicf, fo deftru£live to King and People, but by 
allowing the World to fpeak freely of the Virtues 
and Vices of Great Men, and abfolutely fuppreffing 
what the French call Letfres-de-cachet^ whereby a 
Minifter hath any Man at his Mercy with whom 
he is offended ; and this, whether he has done any 
thing amifs or not. 

In this Point, dear Ijaac^ the EngUJh arc perfeft- 
ly right. There is no Juftice done, if any Man is 
brought to Punifliment otherwife than by open Tri- 
al, and according to the known Laws of the State, 
When once (under whatever Pretence) we vary from 
this plain Rule, we leave ourfelves none ; and it 
cannot but happen, thatthe Innocent will frequently 
fuffier, either through the Calumnies of their private 
Enemies, or the Refentments of the Great. Behold 
an Inftance as conclufive as extraordinary ! 

In 1723, Father Fouquet^ a Jefuit, returned into 
France^ from China^ where he had refided twenty- 
five Years, and was fo unlucky as to have fome 
Difputes with his Brethren of a religious Nature. 
He had taught fome Chineze Dodlrines not alto- 
gether confident with the Rules of the Society, of 
which Memorials were carefully tranfmitted into 
Europe. 7Vo Perfons of Learning, who were Na- 
tives of China* ^ came over with him. The one 
died on board the Ship, the other, who came fafe 
to PartSy was to go to Romey in order to give Evi- 
dence in relation to the Condu6l of the Fathers in 
that Part of the World from whirh he came. Father 
Fouquety and his Companion, lodged in the Street 
of St, Anthony^ and as fecret as they kept their In- 
tentions, the Jefuits gueffed at them, refolved to 
travcrfe them, and to be revenged. Father Fouquet^ 

• A Man of Letters among the Chinefe, is a Perfon 
devoted to Study, as other Met) to Trades. 
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on his fide, penetrated their Oefign, and withoat 
lofing a Moment's Time, took Poft one Night for 
Romty together with his Chinefe Man of Letters, 
They followed with the utmoft Expedition, .and 
<;ame up unfortunately with the latter. As the un- 
lucky Stran^r fpoke not a Word of French^ the 
Fathers applied themfelves to Cardinal Du BoUy to * 
whom at that Time they were neceflary,, and in- 
forming , him that they had a young Man amongft 
them who was become crazy, defired Leave to (hut 
him up.. The Cardinal, on this flight Information^, 
granted on the Spot what he was. always too liberal 
in granting, a Lettre^de-cachet, The Lieutenant de. 
Police who was charged with the Execution of this 
Order,^ when he came to feize the Lunatick, found 
a young Man, who complimented him in the Chi- 
nefe Way, who feemed to fing rather than fpeak,, 
aiid; looked as in amazve. ^e expreifed his Concera. 
at his Condition,- but fent him however to Cbbrefi" 
tck^^ where he w^as regularly whipped twice a-day, 
^ the Jbki des Fontaines was fince at BiJJitre** 
The poor Qhinefey^ imderftanding nothing^, the. 
matter, took all this for the Cuftom of France ; arid 
though he had .been but two Days at Paris^ was 
heartily fick of their Behaviour. In this manner he 
paffed three Yeard on Bread and Water amongft- 
the Reverend Father JZ^^/rjj and the poor, diftraft- 
ed Creatures who were Jioggedi without ever com^ 
prehending there were any Third fort of People in^ 
France^ but fuppofmg it the Ible Employment of one 
Part of the Nation, to make the other dance to the 
Whip. At the End of that Space of Time there 
happened a Change tn the Miniftry, and z new 
J^ieutenant de Police was. Jippointed : He began; bij 

♦ This AMcdote \%' ^t2>xt^ up in the Firft Part of 
^licret Memoirs of the Republick of LeUeri% 
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- Office with a Review of the Prifons belonging there* 
to, and vifited that of the mad Folks at Cbarenttm 
amongft the reft. After he had examined all who 
were produced, he aiked if there were none yet to 
fee ? They anfwered, but one, and that he was a 
poor Creature who fpoke a Language no-body un- 
derftood. A Reverend Jefuit who accompanied this 
Magiftrate, aflured him it was a kind of Madnefs 
peculiar to this Man not to anfwer in French^ and 
advifed him not to call for him, becaufe it would 
be to no purpofe. The Lieutenant did not reliih this 
Advice ; and fo the young M^ was brought out. 
He prefently fell on his Knees to that Magiftrate, 
who caufed feveral Perfons to fpeak to him in &pa^ 
nijh^ Italian^ Latins Greeks and Englijb, in vain, he 
only repeated the fame Word, Kanton^ Kantan, 
The Father pioufly affirmed he was pofleiTed ; but 
the Lieutenant recoileding there was fuch a Place 
in China, fent for an Interpreter, who underftood 
•Chinefe, and then the Story came out. The Ma^ 
giftrate knew not what to do, and for once a Jefuit 
knew not what to fay. The Duke of Bourbon, who 
was then at the Head of Affairs, being acquainted 
with the Thing, took care to have the Chinefi 
doathed and provided for, till an Opportunity of- 
fered of fending him home to China -^ whence, it 
is generally thought, few Men oi Letters will for 
the future venture in the Company of Jefuits to 
make the Tour of Rome. 

See, dear Jfaac, how terribly thefe Lettres^de^ca-* 
chet may be abufed ! How many Wretches mayyet ^ 
labour under this Tyranny, fo inconfiftent with all 
the Rules of Juftice and Equity ? If a Prelate finds 
himfelf at a lofs how to deal with one of his Clergy, 
he has nothing more to do than to inform againft him 
as a Janfenijii a Lettre^de-cachet comes inftantly 
forth, and he is difpofed of for ever. A Man fo 

exiled, - 
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exiled, is fo far from having it in his power to do 
hitnfelf Juftice, by explaining his Condudl, that, 
generally fpeaking, he is prohibited all Correfpon- 
dence, and fent to refide in the midft of his Ene- 
mies ; who fet their Wits to work, by well-invented 
Stories, to keep up, and even to augment the Pre- 
judice taken againft an innocent Perfon. How ma- 
ny People within this laft Age have been arretted, 
artd lain long in loathfome Priibns, . on ill-grounded 
Sufpicions, and falfe Accufations ? What dreadful 
Abufes have there been of Lettres-de-cachet ? And 
how many ftiil fubfift ? To fuch a Height at length 
this Evil came, that private People counterfeited 
thefe Letters, and a Criminal was hanged with 
this Infcription in large Charaders on his Breaft, 
A Forger of Lettres-de-cachet. 

It is in vain, my Friend, that in order to juftify 
this Praftice of punilhing without Trial, the abfo- 
lute Power of Princes, and the Neceffity of fecuring 
fome fort of People is alledged. Both thefe Objec- 
tions are trivial. Princes ought for their own In- 
terefts to accuftom the People to fee all Things done 
according to Law. Befides, if they are Lords, . they 
are, at leaft they ought to be. Fathers alfo to their . 
Subjeds ; and Equity in this Cafe forbids that they 
fliould fufFer the Weaker to be the Vidims of the 
more Powerful j or that any one Man ftjould have 
fuch Authority, as to injure others with Impunity. 

If there could be any Security had, that fucceed- 
ing Minifters in France would refemble the prefent^ 
the Prince might, without Fear, intruft them with 
the Management of his Power without Referve. 
He might be affured that it would be exercifcd fo as 
to make the People happy ; and they, on the bther 
hand, would be fo far from fearing any Digreffions 
from the ordinary Rules of Juftice, that they would 
apprehend Lcttres-de-'Cacht Adls of Lenity, ferving 
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to withdraw People from the too great Severities of 
the Law. But for one Cardinal Fleuryy there are 
-thirty Cardinals Du Bois. Is it then at all juft, that 
the reople fhould be expofed to the Caprice of a 
Man who abufes the Tower of his Sovereign 5 or 
that the Lives and Liberties of Subjects fliould de- 
pend on the Credit their Enemies have with a 
Prime Minifter ? 

The principal Care of Kings ought to be render- 
ing their Sybjeds exaft Juftice 5 and thereby pre- 
venting the Small from ftanding in Fear of the 
Great. It is therefore abfolutely neceflary, that 
every Man fliould have an Opportunity of defending 
himfelf in a legal Way before he is condemned j 
and that Judgment fliould be pronounced by Perfons 
abfolutely impartial and unbiafTed. Obferve one 
thing, my Friend, that the Miiiifter is common lyj^ 
if not always, an Adverfary to thofe who fuffer by 
tl?efe Lettres'de- cachet : Does not Equity then re- 
quire that there fliould be fome Judge between a 
private Perfon and his avowed Adverfary ? What 
would be faid of a Court of Juftice, where, on the 
Attorney-General's winding up his Harangue againft 
the Criminals, they were hanged up without more 
ado? Wfould not all the World blame fuch a 
fhameful Dependency on the Opinion of one Man ? 
And what, in this Capacity of granting Warrants, 
is a Minifter more than a Peace- Office^: ? It is true 
thofe who offend againft the Laws ought to be pu- 
niflied ; but then they ought alfo to be puniflied ac- 
cording as the Law directs. 

The fatal EiFeds which follow wherever there 
are evil Minifters, the Bloodflied and Murders they 
occafion, the Proscriptions which they are but too 
ready to attempt on very flight Provocations, are 
but too ftrong Motives to induce Sovereigns to a6t 
cautioufly in the Powers they indulge them, and 
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not to fufFer them to aft but according to the Rules 
which Juftice prefcribes. It is not eafy to (ay whe- 
ther Princes or private Men are moft concerned to 
fee Juftice adminiftered fteadily, according to the 
eftablifhed Rules, and with the utim^ Solemnity* 
If the People have juft Caufe to tremble at the<le- 
fpotick Pow«- of abfolute Minifters, their Mafters 
have no lefs Caufe to be alarmed, if they confi- 
der their defperate EfFefts. If they could but know; 
fomethnes how much they ftand indebted to fuch 
as o|)pofe their Minifters, and thofe wliom they in- 
truft with their Affairs, far from allowing them to 
be opprefled, they would hear and makeufe of their 
Counfels. 

As to the reft, iczr Jfaac^l am fenfible enoughy 
that let a Minifter be ever fo able, there will be 
uneafy and malicious Men, who will oppofe^ thwart^ 
and mifreprefent his Aftions, however wife, how- 
ever ufeful. It is not fuch fort of Folks I would 
have Kings regard, who are in truth but bad Sub- 
jefts, as well as indifferent Men, When I fpeak 
of Princes liftening to private Informations, I fup- 

?ofe them always to come from Perfons of known 
'robity, and remarkably we^l affedkd. It would 
be ridiculous indeed to expedt a Monarch fhould 
liften to^ the Clamour of a few feditious People 5 
that would be an Evil not much inferior to the for- 
mer, fince it is certain the greateft and the beft 
cannot vanquifti Envy. 

Cardinal Fleury in all probability will one Day 
be more refpefted by Poftcrity than Cardinal Richer 
Ueu ; at leaft, I am perfuaded, that all Philofophick 
Judges of Mankind will prefer him to all the Mi- 
nifters that have been in France. But this however 
does not hinder fome from being blind enough, or 
Knaves enough, not td acknowledge his Virtues. 

3 Sir 
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Sir Robert Walpoky who is the Minifter here, is 
a Man of a vaft penetrating and fublime Genius, 
and is no lefs follicitous for the Good of his Coun- 
tnr, than attentive to whatever concerns the Glory 
or his Matter : He fupports, with wonderful Capa- 
city and confummate Prudence, the whole Weight 
of publick Affairs : He has carried Commerce and 
Credit to the higheft Pitch. However, Multitudes 
declaim againft him. He has indeed more Enemies 
than the French Minifter, In fpite, however, of 
their impotent Clamour, not only the moft rcafon- 
able f^eople among the EngHjh, but all Europe in 

Seneral, do Juftice to his Capacity, and applaud his 
lerit. It is very poffible his JEnemfee would be 
more moderate, it his Qualifications were lefs con- 
fpicuous. I am thinking, Ifaac, while I write, that 
if by any Accident this Letter had fallen into the 
Hands of an Englijh Mal-content, he would not fail 
to affure you thefe Praifes were beftowed for certain 
Reafons which he would have the Charity to guefs 
at. Nor would he ever admit, that I, though a jew^ 
a Stranger in England^ and unknown at Court, 
would commend a Perfon merely becaufe I thought 
him commendable. 

Fare thee well, dear Tfaac^ live happy and con- 
tent, and may the God of our Fathera cover thee 
with Profperities. 
London. 



LETTER 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



-2i6 The Jewish Spy, Let.148; 

LETTER CXLVIIL ^ 
Jacob Brito, /^ Aaron Monceca. 

BAD Weather and contrary Winds, dear ifc&«- 
ceca^ have hindered my -embarking. I wait with 
great Impatience the happy Moqaent when I fliali 
quit this Country, In fpite of my Difguife, not- 
withftanding all the Precautions I take, I am under 
mortal Inquietudes. I am terrified when I confider 
the Avarice of the Monks, and I perfeitly tremble, 
when I call to mind their exceffive Power in this 
Place* Yet, exceffive as it is, it is much lefs fo 
than ever it was in Times paft j judge then to what 
a Length it was onqe carried, and with what Info- 
lence and Tyranny they abufed itw 

There has happened here within thefe few Days 
an Adventure very mortifying for the Priefts. The 
Goaler and his Archers,* who have theXuftody of 
the Prifon of the Officialitjs committed all forts 
of Crimes : They robbed, beat, abufed the Pri- 
foners at their pleafure, and ^aw all the Liberty 
they could defire, to fome who had it in their 
Power to pay for it; .fo that the moft guilty were 
favoured moft. The Corrbgidor or Chief Magi- 
ftrate of the City being informed of thefe Irregu- 
larities, caufed the Goaler and fome^of \(\s Mir- 
midons to be apprehended and conducted to the 
publick Prifons. Upon this the Patriarch took 
fire, as fuppofing himfelf bound at all Events to 
fupport thefe Rafcals, becaufe they depended on his 
JurifcUdlion, He therefore excommunicated the 

Corre- 
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Corregidpr immediateljr, as guilty of a great and 
notorious Crime. That Mag^iftrate bfeing extreme- 
ly fenfible of this Affront^ appealed to the King, 
informed him of the in}urious Treatment he had 
received, and met with the Redrefs he e>;pc£led. 
The King eafily apprehended that the Infult of- 
fered to this Magiftrate reflected on the Cf own, and 
that his Majefty*s Authority was wounded by thi^ 
A£l: of Prelumption in the Patriarch. In fine, he 
was compelled to recall his Excommunication, and 
€ven^ to write a very polite Epiftle to the Corregidor, 
befeeching him toexcufe the Ralhnefs he had mewa 
ih endeavouring to exclude Him from the Communion 
of the Faithful. 

This juft and commendable A(aion of the King's, 
which in any other Country would pafs for an 
ordinary Occurrence, it belonging to the Royal 
AutKbritv to do Jufiice in all Cafes to its SutMcas, 
ia lookea on here at Li/hn as. a very bold Thing, 
and worthy of the moft heroick Courage. The 
French could not make more to da about the Py- 
ramid which Lewis XIV. caufed to be eredled in 
the^ midff of Rome^ than the wifefl: of the Portu^ 
gveji do about this Aftion, fo glorious, for the 
Kii>g, fo equitable for the Magiftrates, and fo mor- 
tifying to the ficclefiafticks. This will however 
appear the lefe extraordinary, if you confider the 
Difference between the Characters of the French 
and Portuguefe : You will then eafily acknowledge 
that It was not more difficult for the Monarch of 
France to humble the Pope, than for the King of 
P^riugd to check the Pride of the Patriarch, who 
is revered as a kind of Divinity by feven Eights of 
his Subjefls,, 

-Whenever at Paris the Sovereign is inclined to 
zQ, againft the Roman Pontiff, all things favour hi^ 
Defign. The Parliament fees its mortal Ericmy 

Vol. IV. L humbled 
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humbled with Plcafure. Many Ecclefiafticks blefs 
the Hand which prote£ls the Rights of the Gallican 
Church. The People are thankful for the Prefer- 
vation of their Liberties. And as for the Great^ 
thofe everlafting Slaves of the Throne, ready to 
turn Turks if the King put on a Turban, they eo 
to bed Molinijis and rife JanfeniJIs^ as their Interefts 
direft them. Their Concern for their Fortunes 
regulates their Faith. If Circumcifion was the only 
Road to Preferment, how many Brethren, dear MoH" 
ceca^ fhould we have at Court? 

People in Portugal think in quite another Way* ' 
The Priefts, the Monks, and the Inquifitors, are 
all concerned in fupporting the Authority of their 
Chief; any Attempt on him rouzcs them all. A 
prodigious Croud of bigotted Laicks^ inftead of op*- 
pofing the Invafions of the Ecclefiafticks, refpeci- 
.fiilly kifs the Cords with which they are bound. 
The People in general, grofly fuperititious, never 
diftinguilh between the Intereits of Priefts and that 
of Religion. Blind dike in Judgment and ia 
Condudt, to what Excefs may they not be car- 
ried when influenced by the Authors <of their En- \ 
thufiafm? There remams therefore; to fupport the' 
Iting in any fuch Defign of moderating the Power ^ 
of the Clergy, only fuch as in fpite of national D&- 
iufion have the Courag6 to make ufe of their Rea^ 
fbn. Amongft thefe we may generally reckon the ' 
Men of Qiiality whom a. good Education and Con- 
verfation with the World hath qualified to fee far- 
ther thai! others into the Frauds of Priefts, the ^ 
Ava«ce of Churchmen, tiud the Difference bet weeja' 
the Intereft of Religion and that of the Clergy. 
•But however confiderable this Succefs may be, it' 
is not tp be compared with the Facili^ty the King** 
of .France meets with in the Profecution of the like 
X>d\g\\, There is therefore' is high a Spirit^ anij; 
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as great a Degree of Courage neceflarjr to do fmali 
Things zt Lijbon J as* to perform great ^nd celebrated 
Exploits at Paris. 

The reigning King of Portugal has had feveral 
Struggles with the Court of Rome. He has indeed 
done what none of his Predeceflbrs durft atteivpt. 
And by his Firmnefs he has always hindered them 
from cairying their Point. Happily for himfelf and 
his Kingdom, he is always ready to hear the Ad- 
vice of true Patriots, and which is more, to follow 
when he has heard it. 

The Misfortunes which Don Sehajilan drew upon 
himfelf, by blindly and imprudently following the 
Advices of Monks, ought to deter all future Kings 
of Portugal from fuch a Proceeding. That unfor- 
tunate Monarch ruined himfelf by yielding to the 
Perfuafions of fome Jefuits he had about him, who 
engaged him to give the Moors Battle, though their 
Army was three times as ftrong as his own. Thefc 
Priefts flattered him with the Hopes of miraculous 
Afliftance. But alas this failed I and that imprudent 
and unhappy Prince paid with his Life for his Weak- 
nefs and Credulity ; a juft indeed, but fure a fevere 
Chaftifement for his Facilitjr in fuffering himfelf to 
be direfted by Monks in Things fo remote from 
their Profeflion, as is whatever relates to Arms. 

The Fate of Don Sebajiian was fo much the 
more unhappy, fince many have inclined to think 
^that the Jefuits gave him tnis Advice on purpofe to 
deftroy him. Though this is a Thing by no means 
certain, yet fome have ventured to adopt it as an 
indubitable Truth. Sofne then are^ favs Brantome ^- , 
who ajfiire us, that the J fic^ts did and f aid all with 
good Intention : Others agaiji^ fi^ppofi they were fe- 
4uc€d and corrupted by the King of Spain, ;to pujh 

* J)ames Galantes^ Tom. u. p. SS. 
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ihh uti fortunate young Prtncey tao fuU of Courage 
and of Ftrey en his Fatey that the dpaoim Momrsi 
might thi more eaftly fei%e Ufbat it is ccrtHiU hi af" 
tirwar£ didjeize, . ^ 

If, dear Monceca^ you ihouJd* inquire what tii|i 
Judgment is in refpe^ to this Difpute, I muft fiee«> 
\y own tlMEit it is a Doubt with me which Opioioa 
has the greateft Appearance of Truth. Itnoav he 
alledged, thsit this ought to be added to the lonj^ 
Lift of imaginary Crimes which the Eaexnies ^ 
the Jcfuitfi have placed to their Account, a» no 
doubt that fuch a Lift there is : But dben it may bo 
on the dthtr hand fuggefted, that it is by no meaAs 
improbable that the Jefuits, fo much at that Time 
devoted to the King of Sf4iny fiiould take this Step» 
in ordc^r to his acquiring Dominions he had already 
(wallowfd in Imagination, Ance in that Cafe, they 
only afilcd in reality in Portugal^ what mofl zea-r 
loufly^ as well as bafely, they endeavoured to bring 
to pafs in France in the Times of the League. 

Don S^ajiian is not the fole Monarch who haa 
fallen through tQo great Confidence in Priefts. Loms 
King of Hungh-y was fiain in a Battle againfl the 
Turisi which Engagen»ent was owifig to the obfti- 
nate Perfualions of a Cardinal in whom he had too 
great Truft. A French King of the fame Name, 
after liehad, at the pollicitation of the Clergj, i^de 
many Wars, "^s bloody and without Ufe to his King* 
dom, as criiel and uhjuft with refpedt to his. un- 
happy ^ubjd£ts, went at laft to falLamidft the Ruins 
of CarthagCy Vfhere perifhed with him, at leaft, one 
half of a gallant Armv, which, he had tranfported 
from France into AfricL .: ^ 

One of the greateft Mifchiefs.which, , in my Opi- 

^ nion, edi^ar Momeca^, can befall a Sovereign, is his 

paying any ft)rt of Attention to jtSet^ctf People, 

whO) void of all Knowledge in the Affalxs of ^the 

World, 
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World, are full of a wild ai wtll as £sdfe 2^al for 
Reunion; ^bich induces them to approve and exe- 
cute, as £iir as tbev can, the moft extravagant De- 
figas. A Man wno has Capacity enoueh to direft 
thirty DevoUis^ may and muft want the Talents 
fieceffiury to govern a Kingdom. Sutes are not r&-> 

fuUted as Convents are, nor muft we expe£k from 
ub]e£^s what Superiors look for from their Monks. 
Yet how often have we feen Princes ihrinkine into 
the defpicable Character of Slaves to their Con^flbrs^ 
and learning at the Feet of their Clergy what ought 
to be the Fate of their People, till they became 
tfaemfelves the mere Organs of a Monk or Prieft ? 
Among the Proteftants, where the Clergy pretend 
to keep their Inftitution and to ftick to their Duty, 
there are too many for directing their Mafters. 
What amazing Alterations In the Affairs of £»;- 
landj'n^Yf ana of ti\; Affairs of the High Allies^ 
were produced by the political Sermons of one Sa^ 
ebiViral? Elfewhere have we not feen a certain 
Preacher, tolerably briglit for a N^rmany giving 
himfelf the Airs of a Sutefman, an^l creating cava- 
lierly enough the evangelick Minif^ryi In a word, 
is it not generally remarked, that every where thefe 
People are but too well heard ? 

Happy i^the Prince who knows how to make a 
right Choice of thofe he honours with his Confi- 
dence. It is on that Choice his Glory and his Peace 
depend. How many Sovereigns itantl diftinguiQied 
to Pofterity, who were perhaps but Men of mode** 
rate Parts, and would have appeared fo, but for 
their Miniflers of Sute; The Epithet of Greats fo 
liberally beftowed on Princes, would in moft Cafes, 
if narrowly fcanned, belong rather to their Mini- 
i|erSf Unaffifted by Agrhpa and Micanas^ where 
{hi«ld we have placed Augujlus? The Hiftory of 
li^i m^M. what is it but the Oiining Ads of 
L 3 JE/^- 
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RicheKeu? Louis XIV, yras indeed a great King; 
but the Condes^ the Turennes^ as well as the Lwms 
and Colberts^ had no fmall Share in acquiring the 
Glories of his Reign. The Monarch now reigning 
in France hath a thoafand and a thoufand Virtues, 
worthy the Efteem of remote Pofterity. He pol^ 
feffes, above all, that Sweetnefs, that ceneficencc, 
that Wifdom and Piety, which rendered Titus the 
Mafterof the Hearts of Mankind. Thefe Qiialifi- 
cations are never the lefs his, on account of the 
Obligations he owes to that wife Minifter he has 
thofen to direft his Councils. If Burrhus ahd 5^- 
neca had not been fucceeded by Nhrdffiis^ N^ 
bad been always virtuous. It was the NliWUit»^i 
Henry III. mifled and ruined that uhh^pjsy Prince,? 
In all Situations of Life, evil Counfellors and 
wicked Acquaintance arc dangerous ; but they are 
ftill more fo to Princes : A private Man will find 
a thoufand Perfons ready to open his Eyes, by re- 
proaching him with the wrong Steps into which 
bad Advice drew him j whereas Courtier* approve 
and applaud whatever the Prince does, be it ever 
fo bad J fo that he has no Refource but td the Ad- 
vice of fomc faithful Friend, to whom lie d^ccoi^s 
the Liberty of fpeaking freely. There afe but few 
Princes wife enough to aft thus^ which is the Rea- 
fnn why there are few Princes who efc^pe fuffering 
t)y a contrary' Conduft 5 and which is ftill worfe, 
all their Faults recur on a Multitude of innocent 
People^ who, though they have no Part in their Ofr 
fences, fuiFer for them *. The Errors of Prince^ 
are defperate Scourges for their Subjeds. The 
Plague is more merciful to Men than tvie mad Am- 
bit ipn of Princes to their Neighbours. Famine 
cannot reduce a Country fo Idw as it may be 

*' ' * ••' 

• ^tiiquiddilirant Reges fle^untvr A^iiiw. ^ . 
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L E T T E R CXLIX. 

Aaro'j* MoNCECAi to Isaac On is, 
Caraitij formrty . a iLabbi at Conftan- 
tinoplc. , ' 

IWrofe you Come Days ago, my dear I/aac, my 
Seiitimentfe as to the Merits of the Englijh Tra- 
gick Po^ts: I (hall now proceed to give my Judg- 
ment* i>ti the Comkk Writers. They feegrj to me 
to exceed' thofe I tnentioned firft a good deal, I 
went.Yeftferday toa Comedy, and I W/as very well 
Jati^fied * whh the PerJfbrmance : The^ Chawfters 
were fifii Nature, .the Plot well laid, the Styfc 
chafte, t^c' and,'^ which was much more importan^. 



>Airt, 



the' ]^Atyzi iva's whokfcme a^djun:, '^o;i;p&;;i^ 

with a ftfohg well-turned Vein of Huuiour. ,. ThiS', 
Piece fell^ from the Pen of Cangrevi^ ^c beft^ d«? - 
wifeft, and the moft modeft of all the EngUfl) hu^ 
thors in this Way. It had been well if PKyffjer^ 
and Vdnhriigh had wrote as perfedUy : TJicir Works» 
to fpeak the Triith, ^re hill of bold §tF0kes, an4 
abound with .Wit, but they toox^ften bear hard on^ 
Modefty, and make the Stage an Engme of Cor-. 
ruptign, whereas it ought to be a School of Morals* 
It is without HefSatiop, my dear Friend, that 
J place the beft Pieces of Moliere far above the 
Productions of Wycherley. Befides their furpaffing 
them in Delicacy, they alfo are exactly fuited to 
the Decency which ought to appear in all publick 
Speftacje?, in order to free thccti from any Dread 
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of thofe too zealous Doctors ever burning With a 
ftrong IncHnation to decry them. The bm Argu* 
ment which we can poffiUy vfe in favour, of the 
Theatte, is its Uicfblnefs in corrcfting Manners, 
The Spe^hicles or publick Reprefentations of the 
fNrefent Age are ceruinly adorned wjth Sentiments 
which render them very inftru£live.' Few People 
df Rank are very attentive at Simons, whereas at 
the Play*houfe they mind what is faid wetl enough. 
I danc fay therefcfre^ that Molierit Comedies have 
done more Service among the Courtiers, than the 
Sermons of Bourialoue and MmffiUon. Wijcbout 
teizing you with Examples, do but remember hofw 
much Good was done by that fingle Play of Prt-- 
cieufetiiuulii. But for that excellent Comedy, the 
' Frencby and their Neighbours in Imitation of tbeqp^ 
has to dib Day affeA^ Manners ftiiF, imperttnenc^ 
-and unfiBtural; and had delivered themfelves up to 
Im afFe<£bd way of fpeakine, which was the Mode 
for feveral Years among a Multitude of People. If 
we drive frorti the Stase that Modefty which is .a 
neceilary Part of Good Manners ^ if inftead of a-- 
moidii^ the Heart while we amufe the Imaeina* 
tion, we do our utmoft to corrupt both, by givif^ 
feducfngPiAures of Vice, as in the little Ehtertaio- 
ments of Dancpur and other Pieces of the like 
Smmp ; whatever Genius may appear in the £x^^ 
Oftion, We ought only to be regarded in thf fame 
Light with Poifoners, who aiFord, if they c^nv Tax 
agreeable Flavour to make tbeir mortal l!}reAche8 
-go tiie more eafily dowii. 

Wych^ley feetns to have colleded with the utmoft 
Care the Subje£b capable of admitting a criminal 
Intrigue > thoie which did not admit one, he iox^cA 
to that Purpoie; and even fuch Pieces ap he pur- 
loined from. MoUere he corrupted from bis TjiftCr 
. That Comedy wherein be has nlade ufe of VBcole 
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de Pemmesy though full of Fire, and by no means 
deficient in Wit, is yet far fhort of the Wifdom 
difcoverable in his Model. Inftead of AMzeri^ 
Sagacity in making a future Hufband ritque his 
iSpoufe's Fidelity, and his Caution in avoiding any 
£xpre£ion tending, to a Breach of Decorum, Z^- 
cberUy introduces a Man pretending to be a Eunuch, 
and letting all the World into the Secret of his 
Incapacity: The Huibands, charmed^ with fuch. 
an innocent Jnamoraio^ bring their Wiyes readily 
into his Company; 7'he iaHe Origen having made 
choice of a Country Lady, obtains of her the laft 
Favours; and if, unluckily for the Englijhy thdr 
comick Writers were not fomewbat nicer than their 
tragick Poets, they might have in the Conclufion of 
* Che Play a very fine Scene on the Stage, at leaft in 
their way. There could not certainly be any thing 
in it more (hocking or abfurd, than in the intro- 
ducing in a Tragedy a Hufband ftrangling his Wife 
with his own Hands; a Thing the Englijb fee not 
only without Horror, but with all the Marks of 
Admiration, in the 3d&^r ^^fKiV^. 

One may venture to affirm, my Friend, that if 
the Writers of £«^//^ Tragedies are to be juftly 
charged with offending againft the Rules of their 
Art, the^ comick Authors are not lefs culpable in 
lelpedt to their Tranfgreffions againft ModeHy and 
(^ood- Manners. The latter are indeed more pes- 
fe£k in their Way. Wj^cb^ley. and Vanbrugh come 
nearer to Terence and MoUerty than Drydm aad 
Skakefpear Xo.SAphQcUs and Euripiday Gomeille and 
Roiine. We fometimes meet in . their Works with. 
Strokes bolder aind more fpackling than* in the 
Greeks Latin, or French Poets ; but the Luftre of 
tbefe fine Things is more than obfcured by long 
P<^ges .uucrly iricconcikable ta Decency and 
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Decorum, and wherein the Authors feem loft to 
Shame. 

Congreve^s Pieces are the moft perfc£l Comedies 
the Englijb have. He is indeed a worthy Rival of 
the great Moliere^ and hath perhaps fewer Faults 
than he. Congreve is exa£l, lively, prudent, cau* 
tiousin his Expreffions, and who never runs into 
l6w ridiculous Pleafantries purely to keep up the 
Laugh*; He is thoroughly^ acquainted with Man- 
kind, and all his Chara^ers are natural, fVill of 
Truth, and exceedingly ftriking. if the Englifli 
Comedies in general were as good* as^his, the I'he- 
atre at London would furpafs that of Paris ; but in 
the firft place, his Plays are but few ; and in the 
next, few of their Authors come near him". 

The meaneft of the comick Writers in this Coun- 
try, have a. Cuftom pleafant enough : They pillage 
J3W/Vr^, they disfigure* his beft Pieces, and criticife 
him with the utmoft Infblence. That Author is 
really as iH-treated in England^ as Horner^' Virgily 
Horace^ tzc by the AJverfaries of the Ancients. 
All the Dablers in Parnaffus open againft him as a 
common Encmj, and yet do their utraoltto make 
their mi reliable rieceaga off, by interlarding them 
with Sentiments ftole from him; it is true, they 
manage thefe ib forrily, that if one was to^ form a 
Judgment of .M>/rVr^.by the -Samples they: gi^ ye us, 
we (hould condemn th^t illuftrious Writei^/ without 
M^rcy* But what Effcft on his -Reputatian can 
the Attempts of thefe Blotters of Paper ever have, 
or what • can ^ a f^w Authors of miferable damned 
Forces fay to prejudice him? I am affured that 
Oongreve- has the* higheft- Efteem- inthe World for 
^<?//Vr/s Writings, and no Poet of Eminence a- 
mong the Englifh ever decried his^ Plays. How is 
\k poffibk ta be fo prejudiced,- as not to be. ^pnfible 
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of the Delicacy, the Salt, the Good Senfe, wUcb 
reigns in his I'ortuffe^ his Mijanthropey hU ^dmol 
ofWomtny and his Lunm§d iJadUsf Cavtuilk^fS^A 
Radnen^ytv put Pen to Paper agaiAft(&^2«|fil|i^r 
Euripides; On the contrary^. they ,|gav6^^fe Ali^ 
thorsi all the.Praifes^th^ could be^ow. BpikauMA 
Pope 2Jt zealous Advocates for the Honour of «£&- 
jn^r and J^^irgUi^ is it not Aurprizing, that only ihe 
p0rauhh the Terrnjfons^ and other fecoiui-rate Af«> 
thor^i ihould form the ridiculous Deiign oftajBiiib-- 
ing the Glory of thofc ancient Heroes i SearfWt^ 
d'AjJlnu^ and Marivauxy who in attenoptiag lo 
travefty Virgil^ Ovidy and Ftmlon^ have irendiaii^ 
thenifelves ridiculous, are however for kfs bkune- 
able than thefe People, becaufe they hadftill h^h 
Thoughts of their Originals, though they drew^ter 
them miferable Copies. > * 

It feems in the learned World a neceflary Ooi»» 
fequence of attaining a certain Pitch of Reputatfott 
to be attacked by thefe Zoilu$\sy the Scum and Off^ 
fcouring of Letters^ I do no not know, J^c^ wbe^ 
ther ever it might enter your Head>to ccmfider the 
Number of bad Books written againft the beftiAi*- 
thors. There is not one, however eminent, who 
has efcaped Criticifm; and which > is^ worfe, thoie 
who venture to carp at them, do it as if they were 
every way their Superiors, .aod were taking to ta& 
the Works of Bonnecorfe or Frad^n. . 

Not to ipeak of the ialpertineiH>i^rtf//J betwem 
the Ancients and Moderns^ in! which they harve fhewn 
left Care to demonftrate the Equality between the 
Ages of L^ufs XIV. and At^uftus^ than to injure 
the Charafiers of the Greeks and Rsnu^m^ how 
many miferable Criticifms .havQ we feen againft 
th*e Tragedies of CorneiUe^ Racine^ Crebillon^ and 
Voltaire? It is true, their Performances are ap- 
plauded notwithftandin^, aiid thefe iilly Attacks 
5 • arc 
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mttfotfQt^ yetiti6:ftt}l(nie,thatfiicbTHmgsw«e 
coce fttUiflied^ and thsc thtre ireiv »^ wantiliig 
Fods ^wiio adfiiirQd them. 

Ik it ndt a loertain Truths thataF<^»Wft»pttb- 
UBied agftthft Arffr^aDiaionvyf It « c»^n«l thalt 
Men of Tafte laaghed ofc the Attompc ifowewf^ 
it vms approved 1^ kme htdf^lettered Folks ; nor 
was tbe Contempt of good Jodgea fuffictent to himhr 
<he Safe of tkis daU Pkce amo^ thdfe wloro bMjr 
^ ftedcMti, and Vi^hofe itidtgefted Coitbdiotts «e 
^•mdt fb firoperly BMktbi^es as BiUUtaph. Ytou 
aliuft allow me this Woiti^ in order to exprsfr a 
Place where dead Books sore buried. 

AderoMln Monk * was T^feak enoagb to publHha 
Diflferta^on fnU of Inve£tives againft the Gbaraaits 
df la ^upri^ Some NwnfcuUs had the Patience to 
read it, and others of thdr Brethren woald ftiU af- 
ford it that Honoar, if the Tranflator of L^ch had 
not taken the Pains to exhibit the Nakednefs of that 
Crittctfm to the Publick. 

Mtnttipu^ k>ng after hcs Death, fbftained the 
SjMte of the JOttfrniftu Certainly his Works are in 
as much Eftecm as ever, while the Criticifm would 
fcarce be remonbered if it was not taktn notice of 
in the Pre£u3e to die iaft Editions of that Audior'-s 
l^flays. 

Dt. Stitimgfia wrote againft Loch. By Good 
Luck fats Criticifin was sever tranflated ; fo that it 
was never known to a great Part of Eurdp^j other- 
wife, it would widiout qucftion have had its Ad- 
mirers* 

The Fate of fo many eccellent Works hath al- 
moft induced me to believe it ought to be ao<\)unted 
#ne of the Marks ci a good Book, that it hath beoi 

* A Carthufian, who wrote under the Nome de Guern 
af n^nad-MMrviUe. 

criti- 
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criticized/ If this was certain, one would allow 
that the Jmrndtfts of Trevoux)^t, for many Years 
paft done the Labours of the Janfmifts grc^t Service, 
as well 'as to thofe of Proteftants and other Adver* 
iiaries, by not allowing one of them to be tolerable. 
In order to be even with them, I have often thought 
that inftead qf that fooliih infipld Thing called tfo» 
vMt Bssk/iAfltquii^ they doght to fet up fottie kind 
of literary Journal, and therein tear without Mercy 
the fine Writings of Petmit Sirmand, Bourdahue^ 
sde la Rucy Daniel, &c. and cry up the poor Per- 
formances of namelefs Authors, who with all the 
Rage of Party abufed the Society. But indubitably 
they have hieen difcouraged from this by the bad 
Reception given to the Journal de Trevouit. They 
muft have perceived that the Publick hath long dii- 
regarded what is faid of many Books, in th^t Afoti- 
:^ Journalj. znd conjetftured from thence i^at 
favour would be fliewn to a Janfenift Cotledlon 
in the fame Tafte. They have thepefi^e made it 
their Choice to bring out s^ weekly Sheet fuited t6 
the Genius of the Many, hoping by thefe^Couri^ 
through th** '^•^'^-^'^untry. to do Ibme Mifchiefto 
-an Enemy fall the Places of Strength* 

Happy fot . uicijn mat their Adverfaries have alfo 
run themfelves into Extravagancies, . and thereby, 
ruined their Credit, which would othejrvifife have 
been much' better than that of the 5&?«/^«|^^. Iii- 
finite Numbers of Perfons of Judgment have been- 
difgufted,. when on confidering the Condudfl of both 
Parties clofely, they have been convinced that they 
are equally animated by Rage and RefcnJment. ' 
. Jf we'fpeak the Truth,, dear i/^wr, we muft 
»confefs, that. when one refleifts cooDy on the Tranf- 
' aftions in the Republick of Letters, one is pro- 
vokied to fee^ how little Sincerity appears,, and how 
much Injuftice and^Partiaiity is,eviae»t in the Cri- 

ticifms 
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ticifms and Dedifions of the Learned, ih regard to 
the Writings of their Adverfaries, 

Fare thjse wcjl, my dear Friend, live content and 
ba^y, and never embarrafs thyfelf with captious or 
tcfty People. . 

, LETTER CU 

A AJIQN MONCE CA, Itf LSAAC OnIS> 

Caraite^ formerly a Rabbi ai Conftan- 
tinoplc. 

THE greateft l^hilofophers fall fometimes, dear 
Ifaac^ into the fame faults and Puerilities with 
which theyreproach their Adverfaries. They for- 
get thofe rrihciples on which they eftablifh their 
own Arguments againft fchokftick Cnimaeras. Th^y 
afFeft to eftablifli fuch'ftrange Opinions, and to ex- 
plain iuch, inexplicable Things, that we turn, with 
Juftice, upon themfelves their Criticifms on certain 
Authors whom they have treated with fovereign 
Contempt, 

Obferve, cny Friend,, how Maltebranche. hath ex- 
plained himlfelt on the bold and yet ill-founded De- 
ciHons of Artfidite: Certainly an extraordinary Mea* 
fare of Faith is necejjary, in order to credit what A- 
riftotle ^ thus advances when he affords only- logical 
Proofs^ and when he explains the EffeSfs^ of Natuie 
no otherwife tJoan by the confufed Notions of Senf^^ 
efpeciallyiuhen he decides roundly on ^ejiions which, 
feemakove, human Reach » He therefore tells us^ very 
often as well as peremptorily ^ tlj^t we arcto take hjs 
' mriy 
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H^^4^ it Mwg a fei^ed Pdint wkh this Anther ^ that 
Difciple is to beltivt *. 

Wliat fkAnk y^u^ itiy itioLV Ifrac^ of m Phifa><<^her 
lw4ui COMltfttm fo ^Kprefljr^ Aicfa «s adhrknce Opim- 
ons whiph they can neither prove nor explain clemr- 
ly, ail4 vet decides with ah Air of Authority, on 
the C^ufe of Evil with refpe£l to Mankind, and ex- 
)>Iain$ philefdpfaicaliy tke Juftice of the Deity with 
regard to the Damnation of Children, which fome 
Nazarenes hold inevitable tho* they die in the Cradle, 
if they "have not gflffie through a certain Ce!fdD^>ny 
which is eauivalent to Circumciiion amongft us ? -^ 
MalUhraftche h«d tikA fimidy what tytrj Miui of 
Senfe ought to fky, that he Aibnritted the L^^hts he 
derivW from Nature to the Didates of f aith^ ac- 
cording to the Notions entertained of fu<^ Myfte- 
ries by his Church, and had alledscd be believed 
thattJhildrfeh wert dittoed, evtn wro died ih Ihclr 
Cl-adle'ii, betauft he appfektended it to befb revoi^d, 
arid therefor^ tfedfeiVefd it as an Articlt ctf FaJth, he 
would havfe 'mtifited PraSfe ftfr knowiti^ hrow to fet 
Boupds t6 hi»hi^ Curibfity \ but iftfteSl of thh, he 
lias gJiAt!i*ftlrther than tv^ Jri/lfftle dxdy wliom he 
repr^h^s ; ahd 4kl^ <^d fnofe tictpavagant Thin^ 
and att^m^^ to eicpMn tfiore utrintelKgiU6i!i^- 
fteries fn feiir LiTrt0jr, chah the GVw* Phitefi^il*r 
has difcov^red in hi^ eifirht Books of PhyfttklTi ^ 

Behold, th^ pompous ai^d fnA^iioie 

Gdilimmtas, Mrimiihi wotiW pro<te thJ^t 

it is reconcilable to thfe J>ivitife Juftrcc,to puniflLafn 
Infant for a Sin ift which it had rto Part. >fM- 
/A^, fays this Philofo^her, whofe Brain is fM df 
Tracei 4uhith muji iav£ b£en left by Objeifi introduad 
b} tht Stn/es^ nhd which Jht ceuld not effaa by reafin 
■ v.- ^ -."--^ ■ '. ■* ■■■ - ^ 

♦ Mdi/ibtancbf, Recherche dc la Verite, Livr. ii. 
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bicfihes a SimUr after it is horriy by fucking the MSlk 
of a Nurfe who is a Sinner ^ than to afcribe' it to the 
Jmpreffion made thereon in its Mother's JVomb., The 
firft rf )hefe Portions is lefs repugnant to' Good Senfe, 

; becaufi a Child jHaj live without fuckingy hut not 
witbbut feeling the Motions communicable by, his Mih- 

' tB^r tohtle he remains Within her. 

Ydu intift own, ' hiy good Friend, this is a plea- 
fant wiy of explaining the Source of human Mifery. 
Wharwould the ancient C^f^ifPhilofophers fay, could 
they return to Life. again j to thofe French Wits who 
have dealt with tiiem fo fhkrply, and who are yipt 
for expi^ning Original Sin, as fome Phyfidans ac- 
count fbr the Marks or Blemi^es with which- Chil- 
dren arc born: ' ' ^ 

The Conclufion drawn hy Mallebranche is ftiU 
more abfurdthan the Principle from which he draws 
h J aft^r'fhcwing the Manner in which Infants be- 
come Criminals, he concludes, thatnot having th^ 
Power of kiK)wing God, andof confequehce cf re?- 
pentingand feeing their Faults, it is but^ttft th^y 
ftpuW b'e^damnpd* . ^ - - - 

is there nanythiiig^more extraordinary, than tb 

^fuppofe what is fo opp<^ite to any rational Idea of 
God, that 'he fliould punife fuch Cf eattires df his 
as have not oAly no Power of refiffing Sin, or of rer 
pefidng ofit,^ but which is ntuch worfe,vhav^ reaHy 
ii0^tfe5)f Rerfdtii and a^ only by a kindof lAftindf 
For si caifinor apprehend, that evertiFfether'5M?//if- 
^^»i^ woiuld aifat, that a Child in the Womb 
ought to be^ Dodor of the Sarbonne^^md in confe- 
quence thereof, know that oniwho hrOesnot God by 
a LoveofChoieey and whofi Hdart is not turned to- 
wards the Ddty^ ii not in 'any other State them that 
of Biforder and BUndnefsy and in which there is nor 

^hing y but tJt/hat merits the fTratb of God. An I»- 

-Utit is ignorant of all this, even many Years after 
^ its 
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its Birth. How then ihauld it have arty AicMd^as 
in its Mother's Womb ? If- then it has no fort of 
Notion cither of Good or Evil, and its Soul, though 
of a fpiritual Nature, a6b as yet hut iz the Germ in 
a Plant, is there not a vifiUe Abfurdity in fayiilg it 
is punifhed on account of the Matter Afhich ferves 
for its Aliment ? ' ' .1 

When ctTtzin NaTktrene Dodort attempt to give 
philofophical Reafons in fupport of this Dodrine, I 
fancy to myfelf To many Fools arguing for the cut- 
ting dow'n of Orange-Trees, becaufe the Gardener 
who planted them had done fomethtng amifs. A 
Man of Learning muft lay his Accdont with fapng 
▼cry filJy Things, when he will, 1^ the Light of 
his Reafon, endeavour to explain Points of pure Re- 
velation. By it we arc direfted to beliete Mj^fte- 
-ries. Let us believe them then without allowing 
Reafon, under pretence of explaining, to render 
them^ncrtdiUo by makirig them appear abfiilrd. 
• It >» how«Vcr certain, that if we cnbbrace^ this 
Sentiment^ it brings along-with it great Difitcukies. 
Jf one ought, it will be faid, tofubmitilmdfy to what 
Hvfrare affitrsd^kas htm revtaleit^ there is nothing hut 
mof^he ^pported hy Revelation In all ReUgtoms^ in 
the Jtwitti^ thi Nazarene, /^f Mohammedan, the 
moji t^fard Chinueras are reeeivtd. How numy^ ridi^ 
■culous Wrings do many of the RahhieSj an infinite Nam- 
i«r o^Chriftian Divines, mid Multitudes of hervifss 
■4md Jother Turkifli En^ufia/ls^ pretend to .have hem 
foftti^ly revealed f^ To this f anfwer, tbat^we ought 
to examine carefully if a Tiling hath/bechcreveaJed 
or not. But I fay, that this Inquiry iini(bed, and we 
thoroughly aflured that a Thing hath been revealed, 
there remains no more room for;Doiiht§ about it. 

When*! aflf^that a Jew ihould (iibmrt his Undei^ 
ftanding to Revelation, I do not mean that he^fhould 
receiveand adopt all the Notions of the Rabbies as 

fo 
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£>maAyAftidts «f Ffthbi if Aejr attemj^ to i w^ 
po(€on him an £rmr, let ium, as ibon as be has 
AvietfirMd dicBfOHgblycMfidered,\rqea it. But 
if any Doubts cMer his Mind, as to F^BkB recorded 
m tbe Hdy Scri}>tifrosv the Autheiukity of tliofe 
Book9 and thek RevelatioB fliould indine him to 
Inimblc hindeif and to receive them implicitly, 
withoatierimg by baman Regftms to explain diving 
MyfloBies; left, by iharing the prefumptuous Folly 
of M^IUf^cinche in fuch an Undertaking, he (hould, 
,as he inevkably muft, expofe himfelf to thofe R»^ 
j^roaches which are very juQiy beftowed on that 
vam/Philoro^er. 

I rettim, my dear Ifiuuj to my firft Idea. Is it 
4k)t very furpri^tng that a great Genius, an Author 
of the firft Claft, who fees fo clearly the Giddinefs 
^ another Writer and his grofs Miftakes, as to re- 
fute them invincibly, fhould nevcrthelefs fall irnme* 
diately after into the iame Ercors^ without perceiv- 
ing that he 9£\ed tbemn dire&ly oppo&te-to his own 
Priociples, or at leaft to thofe on vrhich H became, 
in hk Q^9Ri a Pfailofo^iar to argue? Such a 
idkpiorabie Bltsidfiefs fs a very (enfible Proof of the 
■Wei^ne6 of Human Uhderftanding, and df that 
46olifh P«i^dice a Man is apt to entertain fbrlvhat- 
<ever comes from himfelf; be fancies there i^ hbthing 
-bid bej^ond his Reath, yet he -condemns others for 
Jiavtng tempted to ekpkin unintelligible 'Things ; 
.but feneiess at the fame time, a Power in himfelf 
^f fucceedmg even in thofe Things which he cen- 
iiired others for attemptrng. Moft of our modern, 
Philofophets, and the Meta!phyficiansefpccially, have 
done nothing but added new Miftakes to thofe 
which the Ancients left behind them, and for 
-wbich they infulted them fo grofly, as thettifelves 
i^ill be* in proce£s of tirfae, by their Siicceffors, 
•who |ia>b^djr will do aotbia|; more than augment 

the 
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L E T T E R CLI. 

Aaron Monceca, to Isaac Onis, 

Caraite^ heretofore a Rabbi at Conftan- 
tinople. 

I HAVE met, dear Ifaac^ here in England^ with a 
'Cabbalift, whom I firft became acquainted with 
at Hamburgh. ' After complimenting him on his fafe 
Arrival, 1 intreated him to allow me the Honour 
of converfing with him fome time during his Stay 
in this City, / give you my Cenfent^ hidh^y with 
a great deal of Pleajure to what you defrrty and I 
fromife pu that I will not conceal from you any of 
the iSeries of our Art. Charmed with fo frank 
an Ofrer, as well as with the Opportunity of know- 
ing whether there wete any thing real in that Sci- 
ehce or no, I thanked him in the warmeft and 
tendered manner Words would permit. lam wil- 
Ibigy continued he, to begin this very Day to explain 
to you the firft Principles , of HcKmstick PbiUjcfphy, 
htt US go take a walk in fome prvper Place ^ where 
we need apprehend no Interruption, I readily fol- 
lowed my new Mafter, and took a Seat with him 
in the Corner of a publick Garden, whiphls fofar^ 
from bein^ ov^-fr^quented, that itfometfmcs l(k)ka 
Jikc a Defarr. • . * 1^. . ....... 

We were hardly fat down, when the Cabbalift 
lifted his Eyes to Heaven, kept filence for fohie 
Minutes, and feemed to be wrapt in a profound 
Contemplation. Then coming to' bimfeJf again^ 

be 
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he fetched a deep Sigh, afking me if I had never 
read any Books treating of their Art ? I anfwered 
him, that I hai looked over feveral, but that I 
found them fo obfcure, that the^ had abfolutely 
deprived me of all Hopes of bemg able to find 
out their Senfe. /ft thefe Words the Cabbalift 
f^ched another deep Sigh. " See, faid he, the 
*« fad EfFedls of the Wickednefs of Men. The. 
*f Sages are obliged to veil, and to conceal the 
'^ Knowledge of the Treafures which they poflefs 
*« even from Men of Worth, who ought to parti- 
** cipate of them, through a Fear that wicked and 
<* profane People fliould make ufe of their Writ- 
^* ings. All the learned Secretaries of Nature 
*« have therefore chofen to write fo obfcurely, . as 
*^^ to render it fimply impolEble to penetrate the 
•** Meaning of their Difcourfes, unlefs enlightened 
•^«/hy .the Holy Spirit, or by fome Mafter of the. 
**^ Ait. Infomuch that thefe illuftriqus Philofophers 
«^ plainly ivow, that they write not for all forts of 
'* Readers, but for the cnofen Scholars of the gol- 
** den Doftrine *. Agmon^ the great Agmoh^ to- 
^* wards the End of the Turh \y delivers himfelf 
-^^ thus: : If we bad not multiplied the Names of tbt . 

• See the Proctm to the Introdtfiftion^ qr. School of' 
;tlic tranfmuting mctallick Philofpphy, by Dufuidde Fla^ 
;nis Campif /•. ' • 
. f The v«ri ii a Colledion of ^11 the Vifions which, 
they ridicuTotffly afcribe to the anient Philofophers 
whom theyfuppqfe to hirve been acquainted with the 
Art of making Gold, axnoriff' Whemihcy ^reckon Art- 
J^eiliy Softausf atid Pythagoras. In thifeBook aUb are' 
' ctntained all the Foilioi'of the €abimlifif. The Turb is ' 
in Ihort the Tglfiud itwJ the Alcoran of the Artifts, ahd ' 
contains yet more abfurrf^ Things tha^ thofe Colkdions 
. of ve^triv^ant. Fabler. . . . 
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*< ^/> tf;f^ ttf^m Pitfuf fo ohfcure it^ 9ur Sehotar^ 
<« had. bj thU time profamd ttj and brought if int4 
^* Cmtempt* V /, fays the illuftrioua jR^x, vun to 
^^ raped its MyJieriiSy there %Muld hi no longer any 
<« Difi^erence heiween the ifge and the Simple. The 
<* AtmigbtyM as J&t^h writes in the fame Book» 
<^ bath obliged the Philofipheri not to teach this Art 
<* to the Vulgar^ M the World Jhould perijh. • Fmr 
<' tUs Cavp the rhilofo^hers have carefully coneeakd 
^* that precious Memctne^ becaufe it enlivens eifed^ 
*^ con/erves aU Things in an equal Temperament. Fo^ 
^^ if alt Men were alike rich^ none would oh/ty others^ , 
*< there would be no lon^r either Rule w Order in 
4« the World:'' 

<< Thefe Realbns, continued the Cabbaliftt are,. 
^* as you fee, fa eflential, that the Philofophers are 
^* tiea down by them not to write but m this ob« 
^^ fcure Manner, and fa as only to be uiiderftoo4« 
^^ by fuch as are initiated in the facred Myfteries» . 
^^ But that which is a fiuther Check, and bind^, 
<^ tbem to a itill clofer Silence, is the barbarous 
<< and inhuman Treatment fuch Men have met 
^* with, as through a faul Eafine^s have been ia, 
** this refpeft guilty of fome Iiidifcretion. There 
<< are a Multitude of tragical Hiftories whence £x- 
*• aiBples of this fort might be drawn. The un- 
*• fbrtiinate Htrmit ¥rho truftedr Braggardbt^ died 
<< by the Hand of that Robber. Riciard^tht Eng'^ 
V KJmum^ who confided his Secret ta a King of 
^^ that CoutUiy,, was put t» death i^ the Tower. 
^^ You fee then, ham mw^ the Kitoibybers are 
*< int(6s«fted in the Obfeiifatioa o£ this Role, of ei^ 
^^ Ai«r keq>in^ a. profbAnd' Silence^ or ^peakiag iA« 
<^ Language iticsUi|iUe only totiietr EMfcipl^s." [■■:■- 

To what End mn^ faia I, do you write Books 
upon your Art^fma they are intetHgibk 9nfy to Jachr 

41 
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as l^ave no need af them, becaufe they already know 
what they contain. Tou ought ^ 1 think, to avoid puh^ 
Ufring hooks which ferve only to niake Fools of Men of 
avariciaus Temper^, and to 'reduce them to an extreme 
Poverty I the jujl Chajtifem^ af their niH b^g con*- 
tent with nhderate JVeakh, fufficieht for the Supply of 
their 2feceffities. 

. " I perceive clearly, faid my new Matter, that 
,<<: you look upon the Books of our Sciences to be 
f< much more tiniateUigifole than they rdally are. . 
<f For you muft know, that though our Writings are 
^^ very obfcure, yet it is not however impoffible^ 
*« through the AiEftance of God, without which 
** Men cannot do any thing, to reach their fecret 
*« Meaning, and to come at the true Senfe of ali 
«« their Enigmas. It is this that I fliall make you 
5* clearly apprehend, by giving you the Key of each 
5* diSerent Style in which our Philofophers write. 
i** JBut in' order to make this Matter the more eafy, 
." I wiIl£rl};difcover, without Difguife, the fund a- 
*« mental Principle of our Philofophy. 

*< When the Eternal Being, contmued theCab- 
." balift, created the Univcrfe, he divided the Wa- 
>'^ers frpm the Waters, He then fepirated the 
*' purer Part of ihcfe into three Portions^: Of the 
.*' firft and moft pcrfesS Part, he made.whatfcever 
"eicifts above the Eirmanient; of the Ibcohd 'the 
** Firmament itfelf, the Planets, Stars, and all that 
}^ is.:4tfercirfe; ofitbe third, he compofed the fdur 
^^ Elecn^Ats^ ithrough>^hiGl^ he diff^fed tl^ Spirit 
,•* of Jid^i wWch ought to be^regafrtW as a lifth 
," Elemfat; the Principle, the? Seed,* the^^igament, 
*' theoperakingp Virtue, by which th« whole Uni- 
** verfe is kept together. It is this fifth" Element, 
*' of which the Generality of Men are ignorant, 
.*' that the true Philofophers call thQ JJniverfal Spi^ 
" rit. Natural Magick, the.^intejjence, the Elixir, 
r.» Vol. IV. M * « Aurum 
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•* Aurum potabile^ the Stone, Mercur^y Az^tbj JVa^ 
«* ter. Fire, Dew, &c. They inake afe of fo 
*< many different Names, the better to cover their 
•* Secrets ; but, however, it is alfo true, that each 
•* ^f thefe different Denominations fuits perfeflly 
*• well the Thing intended therd)y. When they 
•< call this the ^intejjenee^ it ia becauie it is the 
•<' Refult of the Affcmblage of the Four Ektmnts. 
*• When tl»y ufcribe to it tte Name of the JSSxir^ 
•* it is on account of its admirable Properties in 
•< preferving Life, and freeing Men ftom all Dif- 
«< cafes. The Title of Aurum potabiU is givejt it, 
<< becnttfe it is e^ccellent as Gold. . It muft alfo be 
" obfervcd^ that thefe Philofophers do not xontra- 
** diift themfelves in afferting- that their Matter is 
•< vegetable, animal, znA mineral. For as the uni^ 
*• verfal Spirit or fifth Elettient could \not firbfift 
*< without fome fort of Body; and as, on the. other 
** hand, no Body can fubflft without Life, it is 
** diffufed through all the different Elements; fo 
** that the vegetable, the animal, the mineral Fa- 
•* culty, are each of them properly afcribed thereto. 
•* All the Secret of the Art then confifts in this, 
•* the Capacity of finding the vital Spirit, and put- 
*• ting it into a Cofidition to aA fredy on any Bo- 
<* dy. For abounding in Heat, it clears^ purifies, 
^* and in the end certainly performs the grand O- 
•* peration. 

** The wife Philofophers who have written on 
•• ' the Method of extracting, or of drawing out of 
<♦ other Elements this prdlifick and vivifying Seed, 
•* have employed different Methods of Explication, 
<« alike dark and obfcure, and thefe are called the 
•• Styles. Merlin made ufe of the alkgoricjt. King 
•* Arthur of the parabolick, the great Hermes of 
«* problematiik, Arjileus of the typical, Balgus and, 
** the Cofm$peUti of the enigmatici. With refpeft 

** to 
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«* to thefe diflferent Methods, or, as wc phrafe it, 
<« the Interpretation of the Styles, the Key of the 
«* two firft will fuffice to render the Knowledge of 
*' the reft eafy. 

' *' Merlin^ fpeaking in the allegorick Style, pro- 
«^ ceeds thus: A King having drank of the Water 
*' could not mount his Horfe^ i. e. by a proper Mix- 
'* ture gf Water and Earthy the Matter is rendered 
^^ Jiuid. He then proceeds ; Tloe King having taken 
t^ a Medicine^ compofed of Sal Armoniack and Nitre^ 
*' was found dead. By which he would infinuatey 
<* that by the Means of the fpecifick Proje^ion^ or df 
'* the Spirit extraEled from the Elements^ the liquid 
*' Matter was fixed and converted into Gold^ the Fire 
'^ of the Furnace having confumed all the Humidity. 

*' Tht enigmatical Style, which is that made ufe 
'* of by Balgus and the Cofmopolite^ is as obfcure as 
«' the allegorick, for tjiofe who are unacquainted 
<* with this fifth Element; this Salt or this Spirk 
*' .which I have told, you is the true Powder of rro- 
" jedtion. For inftancej Look, fay they, upon an 
'« Infant that fucks ^ and • be not troubled^ for there 
/'* lies the Secret of the Art. Thefe Words fignify, 
*' That we mujt purify the a^iv^ and the pajfivi 
" Matter, the Sulphur and the Mercury, by a Fire 
'^ that muji be 7nana^ed with Care, and which we 
5' muJi augment in tU fame manner as we encrehfe 
'* the Portions of Aliment given to Childi'en as they 
*' attain to riper Tears. 

. '* You now fee, continued the Cabbalift, that 
*^ the Writings of the S^ges are not abfolutely uninr 
•' telllgible to fuch asare initiated in the Myfteries 
'* of which they treat, and that they have Reafoh 
" to take the rrecautions they do for the better 
<< concealing their Secrets from the Profane." 

/ Jhall readily,- returned I, admit of the Obfcurity 
for which your Pbilofaphers contend, becaufi tljey fay 
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it is fo necejfary to them. But I have Jiill a great 
Doubt upon me; I can hardly bring myfelf to believe 
that any of them have carried Matters fo far^ as ac^ 
iually to extras this vivifying Salt from the other 
Elements, I think alfo that they have never made 
Goldj notwith/landing their boa/ling of that Art, 
Tou, for Example^ who are one of their moft famous 
Difciples^ do you knotv the Secret of extramng this 
Spirit of Life ; this Powder of ProjeSfion^ which is 
abfolutely necefjary to the Work ofTranfmutation ? 

" Such, replied the Cabbalift, as are acquainted 
^* with the Manner of working, are yet at a great 
*' Diftance from the Completion of the great Work. 
** One finds not in a whole Age above one or two 
** Perfons fortunate enough to direft their Fire with 
** that Juftice as to arrive at the great End of the 
*^ Art. The fmalleft txcefs or Deficiency in Heat 
<* is fufficient to defeat the Labour of twenty or of 
** thirty Years; and what Knowledge foever a Man 
** has, it is God alone, who can prevent certain 
*^ Accidents 'Which ate too fr^queni^ftr kllTfuman 
•* Precautions; this is the Re.ifon Why among To 
** many of the Sages, fo few have fully lucceeded *. 

" I muft 

* The Chymifts compare. the Difiiculties attending 
the Sfearch of the Philofopher*s Stone, taNthofeneilcoun- 
tred by Jsfim, in .his looking^ for rhe Golden Fleece. 
They pretend, that it is wot tiil after a long and la.boured 
Purfttit^ that we arrive at length at the gieat, the im- 
portant Secret. As alfo, .tl^at fuch as are u liable to bear - 
Fatigue and Dif^^ppointments, ought toforbcar the Search 
of the Philofophick Tranrmi tati-ja. This Caution is of 
migh^iy Ufe in coRdufting to their utter Ruin fuch as 
oeklo make Gold. JlU funt pa-iiuln.:: d.dllorcSy huma- 
niiitf^* ^^ ralii>n€ infunittnt^ qui arourantur lapicUm ita 
^ NaturS eJ'eSiifmt ut alf^ue omni lab^re, k^ Jim pr^pa- 
ration fi metallis 'violenttr paucis Tamper is mituiiis, alias 
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*< I muft even acknowledge to you, that though I 
" have revealed the moft hidden R^yfteries of the 
♦^^ Art, I w.ould by no means advife you to apply 
*' yourfelf to itj nay, if I had not. long ago em- 
•* braced, I fliould not at this Day have chofen it 
*' preferable to many other Occupations. I muft 
** tell you, that I have already confumcd very 
*' confiderable Sums; but though I have not reached 
'' the Art of making Gold, I have difcovered many 
*« other Secrets that, have recompensed my Pains, 
'* and encouraged me to purfue my Enterprize.*' 

// would theriy replied I, be in vain for me to 
perJuAde you to quit fo deceitful a Study, I ivill not 
then offer to tell you what you muji many Times in 
your cooler. Moments have told yourfelf But I fl)all 
at all Times be grateful for your Complaifance towards 
me^ and Jhall hear with Pleafure whatever you Jhall 
think fit further to communicate of your Secrets. With 
thefe Words I took leave of the Chyfnijiy %uho repeated 

tff novas format induere *valeat* Hoc eft^ fi quis lapidem 
baheati ip/um pojfe fiatim qu/evis metalla transformare : 
qua tamen cerdonica indoSiaque' imptritijpmi Vufgi opinio^ 
re ipfuy falfuf *vana l^ nullis fundamentis^ repugnat evi^ 
dentijjimis Pbilo/ophorum Argumentis ^ Rationibus. Po» 
ita^ Deorum Filii, exemplo Ja/pnis docent^ quanti fit la- 
boris ante quam tantum rem liceai auferre* Oportet pru" 
dentiffimis confiliariisy fi've deli berationi bus ^ confiliit tX" 
quifitis'rem aggredi^ diu nakfigarey ac ubi tandem ex Mari 
per'uenerts in Terram^ materiam folidam confiantem ^ 
fixam, arte vera tanquam Mededf folis filii ^erram a'iri* 
pedibus Tauris adamenteo jugo jun^is, qui fiammas ex na^ 
ribus fpirant, arare^ ac in earn Terr am ex Galea Draconis 
denies feminare ex quibus, Hoftes natqs miris armis in-- 
ftru£tos inierficeret Lapide in medio projeSio^ de quo cer^ 
tabunt inter fe^ Draconi truculent ijjimo inducere fomnum^ 
quibus cunilis fummo labore i^ diligentia pera^is^ patef 
Aditus in Martis Templum ad aureum *vellus, Epiftola ad 
Faggeroi, p. 51 & 52. 
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U me his Promife of communicating whatfoevar he 
found curious* 

How great foever, my dear IJaacn the Folly may 
be of the Cabbalifts, and Lovers of fublime Chy- 
. miftry, it muft however be acknowledged, that the 
, World is much indebted to them for a multitude of 
! Difcoveries in experimental Phyficks. For in fearch- 
ing their fifth Element, and imaginary Powder of 
Projediort, they have difcovered the Methods by 
which vitriolick and metallick Fluids coagulate in 
the Entrails of the Earth, andTorm their Minerals, 
Metals, and Stones, according to the different Kinds 
of Matter on which they^adi. Chyniiftry ha^ given 
us alfo a fenfible Idea by its Fermentations and Sub- 
limations of the Vegetation of Plants, and the 
Growth of Animals. - From its Piftillations we 
learn how the Sun, after having rarified the Waters 
of the Sea, or of Rivers, draws them into the Air, 
where they form Clouds, and again fall down in 
Rain or Dew. So many Difcoveries, for which we 
are indebted to the Studies of the Chymifts, ought 
to endear to true Philofophers the vain Refearches 
of the Cabbalifts and pretended Sages,, .of ivhofe 
Extravagance and Folly they make fuch wife and 
profitable Ufes. 

Farevvell,' dear^^r, live happy and content, and 
take care not to embarrafs yom:felf |>y fearching 
after the Philofopher's Stone. 

London, . , 
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LETTER' CLII. 

Aaron Mon-ceca, '/^ Isaac Onis, 

Caraite^ formerly a Rabbi at Conftan- 
tinople. 

THERE is 00 Nation, dear ipat^ exempt from 
fome falfe Step or other j the French blame 
the Englijh for having utijuftly hxxxutjoan of Arcy 
commonly called the Maid of Orleans^ for no other 
Crime than that (he had faithfully ferved her Prince 
and Country. They fay farther, to palliate this 
Injuftice done to the illuftrious French Woman, 
they have had Recourfe tolFraud and Falfliood, and 
moft. ndic4iloufly charged her with Coojuring and 
Wkchcrafti } i ■ ' m . - ? 

The^«^/^agree at this Day, th^t their- An- 
ceftors were in the wrong to afl: ^0 contrary to the 
Laws of Equity and of War; they affcrt, that the 
Maid of Orleans J whom the French Hiftorians, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, treat as a Siaint, was in reality no 
morcthan a bojd cuterpcizing, bigh-fpirited Wo- 
man, of whom the Courtiers oi-Gbarfe$ Vll. made 
ufe to re-rcftablifh the Affairs of the Kingidom, and 
to difpel that Pafiick with, which the Soldiers had 
been feized. ' 

This Diverfity of Opinions in the French and 
Englijh Hiftorians begat in me a Curiofity of gor- 
ing to the Bottom of this Hiftory, artd of bringmg' 
the Truth to light, nptwithftanding the Mifts with 
which it is covered. Pafquier^ an Author by no 
means tQ bi;>fafpe<^ed of favouring. Silperftition, hath 
M 4 given 
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given us an exaift Detail of the Procefs againft Joan 
de Arcy whom he looks, upon as a Sjjint, . a^ic^ whofp 
Memory he has warmly defended, /f on examin- 
ing the Proofs which he brings in order to dempn- 
ftrate the pfeiended Revelation made to this y<7^», 
their Falfity can be clearly made appear, one may 
fafely affirm, that Heaven had nothing to do, flricftly 
to fay, with the Tranfadions of that Woman; 
and one may allow, that i\it Englijh^ at this l^ay 
are in the rieht, in alledgine; fhle was an Inftrunient 
made ufe of by the Counfellors and Generals of 
Charles Vll. Let i|ve befeech you, my Friend,, to 
reflect attentively on the Reafons alledged by Faf- 
quier^ as thofe which led him to believe the Maid 
of Orleans a Saint, and I perfu^de myfelf that you 
will quickly fee through, them. . 

** It is a great Pity, fays my Author*, never 
** did any P^rfon fu^ccour /r^7»c^ fo opportunely and 
*' fo happily a? this Maid, and never was the Me- 
** mory of any Woman fo torn and diihonoured a^: 
** hers has been. The Englijhlook^^ upon her as 
** a Heretick and a Witch, in which Light they 
** burnt. her. Some of our Writers havefuggeftcd,^ 
•' that '{h0 was ari artful Woman, fuch a one aa 
U Numa Pompilius pafTed upon the Romans for a 
•* Nytpph, in order to render himfelf more refpefted 
** by the People j and this is the Opinion of Langjf. 
•* in the third Book and third Chapter of his Mili^ 
** tary Difcipline. To this others have added, that 
** the French Lords engaged this Wench to adt as 
** fhe did, and to feign thatlhe was fent hy God in 
** order to fuccour the Kingdom; they alfo affirm, 
^< that at Cbinon^ where Sie diftinguifbed King 
** Charles amidft the Croud that attended him, fhe 

was affifted by a certain Signal given her by hec 

^ Richtrcbesdt Pa/omer^ livr. vl. chap-" f. 

" Confe- 
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** Confederates. Nay, fome have been fo bafe and 
** impudent as to fuggeft that one Captain Baudri- 
*• court debauched her, and finding her to have a 
•* very fharp Wit, put her upon this Aftion." 

You muft obferve, Ifaac^ that even in the Time 
this Tranfadion happened, the Truth of her Divine 
Miffion v^as very much doubted, and that this Opi- 
nion fpread and prevailed by degrees. In the Age 
wherein Pafquier wrote, moft People gave no fort 
of Credit to the Holinefs of Joan de Arc^ or to her 
Wifdomj but, on the contrary, were pcrfuaded that 
all her Pretences to Infpiration were founded in the 
Secrets revealed to her by Baudricourt. 

As to the Manners of this yqung Woman, I rea- 
dily agree with Pafquier^ that they were above Re- 
proach. The Proof he has given us hath the Ap- 
pearance of Truth. " Her Chaftity (he maintained, 
** faid he, to her Death, even in the midft of the 
•* Troops." It is certain that the Englijh^ who 
fought by a thoufand Methods to defame her, la 
order to cover that Severity with which they pro- 
ceeded againft her, would not have failed to men- 
tion her Incontinence, if any Teftimony thereof had 
been in their Power, and yet there is nothing of 
this fort in her Procefs. But what of all this r It 
may prove the Chaftity indeed, but it cannot prove" 
the Sandity of 'Joan de Arc. In admitting that Bau^^ 
drkourt did not debauch her, it no way follows that 
flie had a divine Revelation ; I do not think that 
beinga Maid, includes the Chara£ler of a Prophetefs 
and Deliverer of Nations. I fhall agree with the 
French Hiftorians, that Joan of Arc never had a 
Baftard; but then I concur with thQ Engli/h Am" 
thors, in afferting that her pretended Miffion was a 
downright Impofture. In order to be convinced of 
this, ^Ve need only hear what Pafquier fays, who 
would fain have her canonized; ** I (hall, fays he, 
M 5 "run 
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** run over the principal Articles on which Joan rf 
** Arc was interrogated. Being aflced as to her 
** Name, (he faid. That in her own Country ihe 
•' was called Jeannette^ but fmce ftic liv^ in France 
<* fhe hath been called Joan of Arc ^ of tlw Village of 
** Domprez ; that her I* ather's Name is James Arc^ 
'* and her Mother's Ifabellay that the Name of one 
'* of her Godfathers is John Lingue^ and of the 
*' other John Berry \ .t\i2it one of her Godmothers 
** Names was Jane^ the Name of another Agnes^ 
*' and of another &ihill\ and that flie had h^ard her 
'* Mother fay (he had fome others; that at this 
*^ Time (he was about twenty-nine Years of Age 5 
** thit {he was by Profeflion a Sempftrefs, and not a 
*' Shepherdefs; that fhe Went once a Year to Con* 
" feflion, and flie Kad frequently hea?;d a Voice from 
'* Heaven, that it was remarkably clear ^d ftrong, 
«' and that iObe took it for the Voice of an Angel; 
*' that it admoniflied her to go into France^ where 
^* file fhould raife tlie Siege of Orleam\ and that if 
*' fhe went to Captain Robert de Baudricourt^ b©' 
*' would grant her an Efcort to conduit her thither^ 
** which accQirdingly he did." 

I fanqy, dear Ifaacy that if I had not admitted the 
Virginity of our Heroine, I might have compared 
her Story tp the Tale of Brother LfUcluSy which the 
ingenious La Fontaine hath put into Verfe. Do not 
you think that Captain Baudricouri a£ted a little like 
the Hermit in ^that Story, who in a Voice like 
Thunder cried out,, GoodPl^omany carry your I) augh^ 
ter to the Servant of Gody for between him and her 
there Jhall come a Child %vho will one Day become a 
great Pope. I kjiow very well that Baudricouri adted 
in this Cafe from another Motive diflind from Bro- 
ther Lucius'^ it Was Policy, andnotLove> that play- 
ed off this Scene. Taken .in this Light, the Maid 
hcrfelf might have been deceived into the Part fbe 
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pi&td; hilt her fubfequcnt Condud (hews that fhe 
yfa^ very well acquainted with t^he Defign fhe was 
to ferve, and knew perfeitly well how to play her 
Qame, She was extremely delkous of pafiing for a 
Saint and a He^ine; and, without all doubt, (he 
lifted her Part beyond Comparifon . 

I muft tell you, my Friend, a pleafant Notion 
that is juft ftruck into my Head. I think I difcover 
a ftrong Refembiance between Joan of Arc and La 
Cadterei the one had in view the Defeat of the 
EngUJhy and the other of the Jefu its; both intended 
IP ch^at the Public and to pafs for Saints, each of 
fhem pretended to a perfeft Acquaintance with 
iieaven and with the BWfed. As for our Maid, 
ihep^tended to have Revelations from the Deity. 
For ipfiance, it is faid in her Procefs, '* She aflerts 
ff that fttc knows God, loves t.e Duke of Orleans^ 
^f and that fhe^had had more Revelations in refpe£i: 
•* tphim^ thaii to any other Man living, except the 
f^ PerfoA whom fhe calls her jKling*.'* 

You f^, dear Ifaac^ that the Supreme Being 
^<!on)municated hi3 Secrets to this Saint, as (he faid. 
We fcall next fee what Care was taken to provide 
faithful Mefibngers \ it was fhe herfclf informed her 
Judges of this Particular. 

" Being interrogated whether fhe had heard a 
« Voice, fhe anfwered, Yejlerday I heard it three 
** times \ firji in the Mornings then almutthe Time of 
f* Vefpers^ and the third time in the Wight. Being 
^' afked if fhe had ever feen an^ Fairies, fhe anfwer* 
** ed^^^j hut that a Godmother of hen had hoafted 
** rf feeing them at the Fairies Tree^ in a little Copfg 
** not far from their Village ofDompre* 

• Iteffi dixit, quod iene fcit% quod Deus diligit Ducem 
Aurelian^nfem; ac etiat^ plures Re'velationej de ip/o habu^ 
eraty quam de alio homine 'vivente, excepto illo quern dixit 
Regent fuum* * 
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** Being aflced who thcjr were that fpokc to her, 
^* flie anwered, St. Catherine ^W 5^ Margaret, 
•< tuhcmjbe had often feen andtoucbedj even fince her 
•* being tn Prifony ana kiffed the Gr$tind wherem they 
^« trod\ that fiie ajkedthem their Jehiee on each Ex-' 
•' amination^ and that Jhe had ajfunud the Habit ef a 
** Man at their exprefs Command J* 

Was I in the wrong to fay that there was great 
Care taken as to the Meffengers who vifited this 
Maid of ours? Methinks Catherine and Margaret 
were Perfons of fonae Diflinftion. A Circumftance 
of this nature would furnifh a Monkifli Writer with 
abundance of fine Refledlions, if the Life of -our Saint 
was his Theme; he would doubtlefs obferve the 
great Wi(doin in fending She, and not He-^SaintS'to 
converfe with this holv Maid, fipce Che would cer- 
tainly have been afraid to have ftaid long alone n^ith 
a Man, or even with the Appearance of a Man^ 
efpccialiy if the Saint had been of the Otder ofCoi^- 
deliersy and .wore the Habit: For vou are to remark, 
that thefe celeftial Vifitors came nrft to Joan of Arc 
at a Time of Life when (he might haTC'been ve^ 
cafily frighted \ for in one of her Anfwers ihe ftys, ' 
that at the Tree of the Fairies, and at a Fountafiii 
near to Dompre^ (he had fpoke with St. Catherine 
and St. Margaret^ but not to the Fairies, and that 
her firft Converfation with them was when (he was 
thirteen Yeani old. 

Is it lawful, my Friend, for an Author, who has 
otherwife a great deal of Merit, to attempt to prove 
the Infpiration of the Maid of Orleans ^ by Stories (6 
vifibly fabulous as thefe are? Whenever thtfe An- 
fwers are mentioned to a Philofopher vfho makes ufe 
of-his Reafon, he will not hefitate a Moment, let his 
Religion be what it will, in afferting that the Whole 
was a Scheme of Policy. ^ Ought we to be aftonifliec^ 
at the odd Things we meet with in Oreek v^nd Roman 
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Writers, when we fee French Hiftorians in great 
Efteem boldly tell fo puerile a Fable as this, and fo > 
contrary to Common Senfe ? How fliall a Chriftian, 
whp pretends to fwallow this Tale, give his Reafons 
for rejeSing the Stories with which the Writings of 
an Herodotus are fprinkled ? 

To be thoroughly convinced of the Abfurdity of 
this pious Fraud, we need only conflder a little the 
Condu£b of this Woman while fhe was in Prifon. 
" Being follici ted by her Judges to put on again the 
** Habit of a Woman, (he faid, (he deiired never to 
" ufe any female Garment, except a Shift might be 
** put upon her dead Body :' And being afterwards 
** told, that (hefhould be admitted to the Conimu- 
** nion* if (he would lay afide Men's Clothes, flic 
** tootitinto her head to prefer her Breeches to all 
** Things, and to chufe rather to live as an excom- 
" municated Perfon than to put on a Petticoat." At 
laft, however, fhe fubmitted to go toMafs in a Gown, 
but upon this exprefs Condition, that fhe might again 
put on Men's Clothes when fhe came from Chapeh 
Was not this a whimfical Fancy ♦ ? 

Whit is ftrll more extraordinary, it was in com- 
platfance to the Orders of St. Catherine znA St. Mar* 
garei that fhe was fo ttdch attached to her Breeches j 
it is true^ .{he fufFered dearly for following their Ad- 
vice. *' The Profecutot having finifhed his Evidence, 
<• {zys Pafquier^ Sentence was pronounced by the 
" Bifhbp : He faid, Th^at all that had been done by 
•* this Woman was to he accounted FiSfion and Delujion^ 
>** In order to f educe the poor People^ or rife the Jnven-- 
■* tion of the Devil \ and that in aSfing in this , manner 
.♦' Jhe had blafphemed agbinjl the Honour of Gody aSfed 

J • We are told this in Latin, e'vtry luay nucrihy the Timet 
miherein thi.'Mn&oi^Atin^Jhff&edds^^ Witch. Noluit 
ilajc pr2Bcrt>to obfcqul : in quo apparef Pcrvicada ejus, 
tt QbidoraciO adMaiaxili^tcontemptus Sacratnentorum. 
•'^^ ** undu- 
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•' undutifuUy towards hir Pat^nts^ bejides Jhewing htr^ 
\^ jfclf a very impious Perfon^ in declining itbi^ holy Cumr 
*' munim rather than part with the. Habit /^^^fi^:^^g^ 
*^ S^;tf. .There concurred in th^Ju^jgnieat^tif^^^yS^ 
<^* of Conftarue and Lijieux^ the Chapter of. the Ca^ 
" thedral Church oi Roan, fixteen Dodors, fix Li- 
^' centiates. and Batchelors of Divinity^- and eleven 
** Advocates of Roan* Thjs Sentence was tranfmittex} 
*' to the Univerfity of P^zm, in order to have their 
*' Opinion tbere^pon : The Uniyerfity declared that 
*' the Maid was truly a Hereticjc and a Scbifmatick,^ 
*' and direfled two Letters,^ one to the King, the 
*' other to the Bifhop of Beauifaisy defiri^ig ih« 
** might be pu; to death." ' -^ .^> -^u.-j ^^jV » 
Notwithftanding the Decifipn of the Umvcmty^ 
the Englijh w^e for faving her Life, provided always 
ihe would coiuent to quit thofe curfed Br^chcs, of 
jvhich. (he had been hitherto fo very fond.. The holy 
Warriourfinding atJaft thatdie&e maft, opptitpn 
a Petticoat, ihe wifely refolved to inake choice of ^h^ . 
latter, and this without waiting for the. ^vicepf 
St. Margaret, ^' They expofed her on a publiok Sc^ 
** fjpld, fays Pafquierj where, after flieMd hemm ad- 
" monifhed, fhe deql^^red alp^d thatflie fubmitted to 
*' the Judgment lof' .God' ^d,c4' pur Holy Father the 
^^ Pope. Then perceivings tljaj: they expe£led ftill 
*V more from her, ihe profefjpi} h^r unfeigned Belieif 
*« of all that the Church ta^htjj and faid farther^ 
*' that fince many wife and difcrect People were of 
<^ opinion ^^hait ^hi^i^p^earances ibe had ieen were fiot 
•' fropi Gcid, ihe wa^ content to believe fo, ^nd to 
^^ rpake a publick Abjuration, which if inferted at 
^ '' full ^ngth in her Procefs. Upon this followed ano^ 
*' ther Sentence, whereby ihe is abfolyed from her 
V ExcommunicatiQn, and coiviemned to perpetua} 
*^ Imprifonment* After thisjiherefupi^theHabitrf 
^^ , her Sex, aod was accordingly coniju&ed |>^ck \q 
'^Pri(an>" ^v r,;.S^ 
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See, my Friend, the Maid's AfEairs now in a 
pretty tolerable Condition, and her Life fecured at 
the i^xpepce of her Breeches. But the Mifchief 
was, that (he had put on her Coats without con- 
fulting St. Catheriney who was extremely vext to 
find her in a Woman's Garb ; when (he came next 
to make her a Vifit, (he reprimanded her feyerely. 
Who, faid fne,, put you upon changing ypur Garb ? 
refume, at all Events, that which I recommended, 
^nd let me fee you dp it this Rfljpute. Joan of Arc 
obeyed, and very unluckily for/her, as tlie Sequel of 
her Story, given us by Pafquur^ will Ihew. 

They had however left her Men's Clothes by 
her, in order to fee what (he would do. No fooner 
"was flie alone, than, upon fecond Thoughts, (he 
rept^ted of her Abjuration, and put on again the 
plptbes (he bad thrown afide. This Abjuration, 
dear Ijaac^ in? xsiy Opinion, refembles ftrongly that 
iL^cantatioji ivhich l,a CadUre made of the Crimes 
by her charged upon Father Girard\ (he to6, quick- 
ly refunded her former Sentiments. Joan of 4r<^ did 
the fame Thing. . The one was fchooled by the 
Janfafii^^ the other by St. Catherine \ but Joan 
paid fwr it very dearly* Early the next Morning (he 
was vifited, and -being found iii her old Habit^ was 
a/ked bQw^(he came to make this Change ; (he faid, 
fee did it at the Command of the Saints ^ and that 
(feerw^ willing rather to obey God than Men. On 
thefc Words me was declared a Heretick relapfed, 
and in confequence thereof delivered over to the 
(ecular Af m, and condemned to be burnt alive,—-— 
The UDivejcfity of Paris alfp^ willing to play its 
Part, ordered a Proce(fion on the Fea(t of St. Mar-^ 
tiny wbereat a Dominican Friar made a folemn De- 
clamation $igainft this poor Wench> in order to fliew 
that whatever (he had done was by the Ai&ftance of 
the Dtfiimi not of God. 

You 
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You fee what a Noife and Difturbance a Petticoat 
and a Fair of Breeches occafioned, and what a Strug-' 
gle there was which of the two this mafculine Maid 
ihould wear. Surely this appears very ridiculous, 
and yet if we go to the Bottom of Things we muft 
acknowledge, ,that the Drefs of this Wench was a 
Point of State, and a proper Subjeft of refined Po- 
liticks. Thofe of the French Nation required that 
foan ftiould not quit her Breeches; and, on thedttm 
hand, it was requifite for the Englijh that (he (Hoiild 
appear in Petticoats. The Reafon you will eafity ttefe*- 
ceive to be very well founded. The affonifbftigliai-' 
preflion which the Sandity of Joan of Arc ha4i&Me 
on the other Minds of the Soldiers of Charles VII. 
had totally ruined the Englijh Affairs in France. In 
order therefore to reftore them, and to deftroy aNo* 
tion which was fo advantageous to their Enemies, 
it became n them to make the Maid dif^ 

avow all her Elevelations. The Moment 

file laid afide her Breeches their Point was gained. 
On the other hand, Joan of Arc knew perfedly 
well^of how great Ufe her Impoftiire wvi^ ^4l^ 
what mt^ty ebhfeqiienci^ her intfer6ftfWg^^tffi^ii» 
in the Affair. This made her remain firm till the 
Fear of an approaching Death got the better of her 
, Diffimulation. But being terrified with the Fear 
of Powiihment, flie confented at length' to own the 
Falftood of the Tale fte had told. When fhc had 
once taken this Step, the Englijh ought to have rett- 
ed there, as having effedtually deftroyed her Credit. 
But it feems they were not of this Opinion, they 
laid th^refdre a Snare for her utter Defrrudlion, by 
leaving her Breeches in the Way. They might as 
well hav^e (hut up an hungry Dog in a Chamber full 
of Prpvifions, and charged him not to eat. The 
Maid Wfng recovered from her fitft Fright, faw the 
Confequeiice of the falfc Step fhe had made, and 
' had 
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LETTER CLIIL 

Aaron Monceca, to Isaac On is, 

Caraite, formerly a Rabbi at Conftan* 
tinople. 

AS much as I am prejudiced in favour of Mr, 
Lockey Sentiments, 1 can fcarce grant him that 
t^e Soul fometimes ceafes totally to tnink, that is, 
while we are aflecp. 

I do admit that I am not thoroughly fatisfied that 
this Opinion is abfolutely falfe, but I look upon it 
as doubtful, ^nd therefore I ibould have been glad 
i he- 
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he laid down his Notbti as probaWc only, ^ and notf 
as certain^ , TJiis ikge Philofoph^ feems tp.'jrne. too; 
much perfuaded that the Carte/urns arc mrftaken ia 
their Definitibn of the Efi'dnce of tW •Si:>ul, wfeii 
they affure ds that it confifts in ailual S^hpught/ 
fj^e kncnv^ fays he, certainfyy b^ t E^p^iemcy thoA 
Jometimes we thinks and hmce.we deduce ihis/infat^. 
libit Condufion^ that lue have in vs fimttbiftg .tjifhiiti 
bath a Pomer of thinking : But to kno%v whS^ertki^ 
Subjiiime. thinks continually or not^ is wh^t^iCAHni^ 
he ajfuredof^ farther than Experience informs i^\>,E9t) 
to Jay that a^ual Thinking is an ej^ntial ^Vf^e^ rf 
the. Soul f is vijibly to beg. the^ejiiony wkbout ^tijn 
kind of Proof * . 1 . ». fl, i 

I am of Opinion, my Friend, that Locieh2Li not 
juft Reafon for this Reproach on the Cartejiansy bc-r 
caufe there are feveral ftrong Reafons which feemto 
authorize this Definition, tliat the EfTence of th^ 
Soul confifts in the aflual Faculty of thinking. The 
Souly fay the Philofophers, hath neither Malgnitudey 
^E^entj^ nor Depth. Thus then^ none ofthofsAttri^ 
'bt^s which Mong ta Matter can be affignedth^^^^ 
We know then but one of its ^alitiesy viz. that of 
thinking. Haue we not Reafon then to aUedge that it 
cannot fubftfl without thisy and thint ft is its EffencCy 
bicqufek ii the, only ^ality which ^ zve have difcopered.. 
Fory as we C{re acquainted with the Exifl^nce of Mat'- 
i&'ontyhy the medns of its Extenfony Jo. all the Know- 
ledge we have of Souls is by Thought. Inafmuch as 
we hefitate not to define the EJJence of Matter by Ex^ 
tenfiony on acco'knt of our knowing no material Subjlcn\ce 
but what p extended^ why JI)ould we not define the Ef- 
(mc$ of the Soul hy the actual Exertife of ThougMf 
jmce we cannot perceive a fpiritual Sub/Ian^ but whM 
baH^ ikisi Faculty of thinking. » ■ ! : r ♦ i\ • 'i^h -c b \ 

- * Loeke^s Eflay on Hurtdh ^ Uri(^^ftafld?% iBoofettt 
. Chap, i' §. 10. Al^thi^^otations ure inthis Ghaftev.rM 

Though 
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Though, it may be poflibk to anfwcr thefe Objec- 
tions, or at leaft 10 flxew that they ar^? not convincing, 
it muft boAvever be acknowledged that they ought 
to be thoroughly examined, and that they very well 
defervc 6ur Attention : Tl^ Carte/tans are far from . 
aflerting.that the SouJ always .thinks, «;/V/;^«/Pr^^. 
L^eie therefore had no Right to reproacb thefe Phi- 
lofophers. for advancing, without Evidence and a- 
gainft Reafon, a Queftion with Refpeft to Faft, and 
that there was nothing but might be proved, accord- 
ing to their Method. *' I need only fuppofe, /aid 
*' he^ that all Watches think while thq Balance is 
*' in motion, and I ftall have thereby fufficiently 
" proved that my Watch thought all laft Night 
" long." But the Carte/sans might fay, Tim have 
np Right to fay, thcit your IVatch thinks while the Ba- 
lance moves, becaufe you have not only no probable Rea^ 
fm to affert thai the Motion of a Balance hath any 
thing to dfi .with Thought^ but you atu an the other 
hand^ fully affund^ that inafmuch as it is a material, 
Sub/lance^ it has no other ^alities than thofi of Ex^ 
tenty. Quantity and Thicknijs^ But with R^J^Sfi to 
us J the Cafe is very different. We fay that the Soul 
thinks as well whin we are afleep as when we are <7- 
wakey becaufe we were fure that the Faculty of think" 
ing belongs thereto^ not only when the Body u atpake^ 
but afleep^ of which the Kemembrance of our Dreams 
is a certain and evident Prodf, We therefore have 
fonU ppundation t^ conclude, that it may. do continue 
ally what it, does for fome Moments ; whereas your 
Suppofition of the Balance and the Watch is abfurd 
md ridiculous, 

I will contioue^ dear Jfaac^ my Examination of 
Locke's SentimentA, and i befeech you to give me^ 
your Opinion of the Di£ScuJ ties which appear in, 
them to me. The fr/i Time w# fall fi^ ajleep^ (ays 
that Pbilofophcr, / appnhmd tiwr fMl. b^ fufficiently 

fatisfied 
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Jatisfied that there is nothing in their DoSfrine^ who 
teach that the Seul always Mnks. At leajl thoje wba 
have flept without dreaming can never he convinced 
that their Thoughts -were in A£tion^ during the Space 
of four Hoursy while they knew nothing of the Afat- 
ter; and if they are taken in the very Aif^ waked 
in the Afiddle of that fleeping Contemplation^ can 
give no manner of Account of it. It will perhaps be 
fend^ that the Soul thinks^ even in the foundeji Sleety 
hut the Memory retains it not : That the Souly in this 
jkeping Afan^ Jhould be this Moment bufy a thinking ; 
and the next Moment^ in a waking Man^ not remember^ 
or be able to recolleSi one yot of all thofe Thoughts, is 
very hard to be conceived, and would needfome better 
Protf than bare AJfertion to make it be believed. 

The Certrftans might reply to thefe Obje£Uons, 
that far from refting their Notions on the AlFarance 
they give us of their Juftice and Truth, they rely 
on daily Experience for the Proof of their Opinions. 
For in Fa6t, does it not feem an odd thing to be 
amazed that a Man, waking on a fudden^ fhould 
lofe in an Inftant, the Thoughts which occupied 
him while he flept \ whereas we daily fee Men in 
their full Senfes, and broad awake, forgetting one 
Minute what they thought on a Minute before, and 
ftriving to no purpofe, to recover their firft Thought ? 
Th^re is not a Man in this World to whom tbcfe 
Slips do not fometimes happen ; and ther&is nothing 
more commdn than to hear a Man fay, I had this 
Minute fomething to tell you, it has efcaped me, I 
have done all I can to retfolleft it, but 1 find it is 
abfolutely in vain. I would aflc, my dear Ifaac^ 
if the Sbul, forgetting totally certain Thoughts 
which occ4jpied it a Moment before, while the Body 
it occupies is wide awake, we ought to think it ex- 
traordinary that it lofes the Remembrance of thofe 
Thoughts which employed it while the Body was 

afleep. 
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afleep, of n^hich confequently it could have but 
light Impreflions, its Organs l^ing^ ia a manner, 
flopt up and able to ferve.it but faintly. ^S^iaU we 
fay that > it is not impofSble that the ooul may reft 
for a Moment, that is, ^ccafc from thinking, even 
when a Man his awake ; and that is forgetting its 

- Perceptions is owing to this ihort and imperceptible 
Ceffation of Thought ? This would be an Abfurdi- 
ty fo great and fo evident, that Experience alone 
would fu£iciently detedl it^ The fage L^k^ was 
too quiclc-fighted to adopt fuch. an Opinion^ He 
fays, on the contrary, that it is admitted the &ml 
never ceafes to think while a Man is awake y becauje 
this is precifely what^ in this refpeif^ conftitutes his 
Condition, Who then can (hew us a Reafon for a 
Man's forgetting his own Thoughts while he is a- 
wake ? Let us, I fay, fee him who will anfwer ^his 
Queftion, and he will have a Right to oblige the 
CarUjugfiSy! in their^ turn, to explain bow a M^ 
maythiidd all Night withoAijt knowing^, t^e,n«xt 
Movrting^ .any thing of the Ideas which occupied 

xhis Mind for fo many Hours, 

The Difficulty which Lode propofes, as to the 
Inutility of the foul's thinking during the Time of 
Sleep, does not appear to me very confiderable. 
** To tliiiik oflsn^ fays he, and/iieverrtQ ret^u it, 
**«tfo much/ as". one Moment^ is a Very ufelqfs Sort 
*\ of thinking^ and' the Soul in fuch a State of 
^^ thtnkSdg does vei^ little, if at all, excel that of 
*^ a Lok>kingHGlaf3, which coniiantly receives Va- 

^* rietyti^f^Images or Ideas, but retains none; they 
*' d'^&ppesh: and vanifh, and there appears no Foo^- 
** ftepaiof them^i the Looking-Glafs Js never the 
*^* betici? for; fuch Ideas, xioi' thet>Spul for fuch 
'' Thoughts**— If the Soul retains no. Memory of 
'* its own Thoughts^ if it cannot, lay ^them up for 
<' its Ufe, and be able^.tOiracall them itpon occafion ; 

** if 
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^< if it cannot reflet upon what is paft and make 
. c< ufe of iC8 formei- ETcperiences, Reafonings and 
«« Contemplations, to what parpirfc-daci it think ^ 
*«« They who make the Soul a thinking Thing, at 
«« ^his rate wHL Hot' make it a more nofale Being 
«< thAn th6fe do whom they condemn for allowing 
<« it to be nothing but the-fubtileft Parts of Mat- 
<4^er.— *-*-Nature never makes excellent Things 
*' for meaft or no Ufes ; and it is hardly to be con- 
<« ceired, thit our infinitely wife Creator ibouM 
«« make fo kdmiraWe a Facdty as* the Pow^ ^f 
<* Thinkii^, ta be (o idly employed, at leaft a 
*« quarter Part of its Time, . as to think conftantly 
" without remembering any of its Parts." 

This Paflkge, my dear Ifaaey contains two Ob- 
jcftibns. The firft refpe6b the Inutility of Thoughts 
to a Man afleep. But to this> the Carte/ions may 
well t^ply to Locii^ that thofe Thoughts, which he 
looks lipon as fuperfluous may be very neceflary, 
though Ve are not acquainted with their Ufe : Becaufe 
it is too hafty a Conclufion, that, inconsequence 
of our not knowing what Ufe a Thing is for, 
therefore it ought not to be. The Weaknefs of hu- 
man Underftanding hinders it from penetrating the 
Ufe of a Multitude of Beings, which ex ift notwith- 
ftandin^ ; nor have we any Right to deny their Ex- 
iftence. Befides, Experience inclines us to believe 
that Men really reap Profit frcjm the Thoughts which 
their Souls' have in Sleep, though they are notcommu- 
'nicated to the Body. The Tranflat^r of LocJIte re- 
%iarks v^ry juftly, that the Inutility of tfcefe Kind 
of Thoughts is not fo certain as our Author in>a- 
gines. A ChUdy fays he, is oblij^ed to g(t by Heart 
'a dd%eH or fiftetn Vi/fes out* of Yirgil : He reads 
'them.three or four Times juji before he is going, to fleep^ 
and repeats them as foon as he awakes in the Mornings 
peffeffly welh D^ts his Soul think pf thefi Verjes 
' while 
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V)hile be is buried in a profound Sleep? The Child 
knows notbi^ joftbe MatUr. However^ if the Soul 
a^uaify ruminated •» the Verfes^ us J ihtnk I may 
fufpe^y with fame Appearance of Reafon^ then here 
are certain itongbts not altogethfr ^feUfs for Man^ 
though he has no Sort of Remembrance that hts Soul was 
employed about themfo much as one Moment *• 

The fecond Obje<aion of Locke Mh of itfelf. Tor 
when we have deftroyed the firft^ and have proved 
that the Thoughts of a Man afleep may be ufeful to 
him. though he cannot remember that he thought, 4t 
can no longer be faid that Nature does nothing in 
vain, and that God, acting always with iniiuriite 
Wifdom, beftows not fuperfluous Faculties on any 
Being! In order to have made his Reafons dear 
and conclufive, it ought to have been evidently and 
ijnanfwerably proved, that the Thoughts of a Man 
kfleep are ablplutejy ufelefs j and even ^fter that there 
would remain a Difficulty to be refolved. Of what 
TJfe^ might one fay to Mr. Locke^ are Dreams f 
jfre they .very ufeful or necejfary to Men^ or do they 
' draw any great Advantage from the dark J^emem- 
brance of certain whimfxal Ideas prefented to their 
Imaginations? Here are Tfjoughts that are little 
hetter than ufelefsp and yet occupy the hum^n Soul 
whik the Body is afleep. God therefore may have af-^ 
forked Man a Faculty of forming other ThQughts, of 
which he entirely lofes all Remembrance, 

Fare thee well, deu/Ifaac, live content and 
happy. . 

Lmd^n^' . . . ^ . • ,;" . :^' ^ : 't 

• Remarque a la Page y^. de fa 2d Edrtidn;'i. e. of 
P. Code's Tranflation of Locke's EflTay on Human Uttder- 
landing. 
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L E T T E R CLIV. 

Isaac Onis, CaraKe, formerly a Rabbi at 
Conftantinople, to Aaron Monceca. 



I 



HAVE examined, with all imaginable Attention, 
the Letter you wrote me concerning the Difficul- 
ties you find in that Opinion, which will not admit 
aiftuaf Xhi'il^i^g ^o be the Effence of the Soul. Af- 
ter comparing your Objeftions with what Lode 
ha,th written on the Subje6l, I am thoroughly per- 
vaded that it was t)n a good Fbiindation this fage 
Philofopher maintained that there is an Appearance 
of the Soul's refting, during confiderable Intervals, 
without thinking. 

The Comparifon you make between Extenfton as 
the Effence of Matter, and the aElual Exercife of 
Thought^ as the Effence, of the Soul, doth not ap- 

, pear to me either j uft or concl ufive. I could farther 
deny, that Extension is the Effence of Matter, and 

, could alledge that you are fo far from knowing what 
conftitutes a fpi ritual Subftance, that you are igno- 
rant even of the firft Principles of material Things. 
Des Cartes^ fays a modern Philofopher, * makes the 
Effence of a Body conftft in Extenfion^ and concludes 
that there is Extenjion wherever there is'^Afettter, — 

• Philofophie du Bon Sens, ou ReHexionai Philofophi- 
qnea a I'Ufagcdes Chevaliers et du Beau Sext^fag. 27 S. , 
That is, The Phiiofiphy of good Senfe, or i'hil^tipincal 
Reflexions for the Uje of Gentlemen and Ladies. By the 
Marquifs d^Argcns, the Author of this Book. 
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I ajk then what Reafon there is that Extenjion Jhould 
eon/iitute the Nature an4 Effince ^f a Ifody rather 
than- Solidity^ «r any other ejential ^ality of Matter, 
For' by this Jttention to a Jingle Attribute abJiraSled 
from all the refi^ tue are given to under/land that the 
tfther ^alities may Jubftfl without it, which is contrary 
however to their Nature, J may Jingle out any parti- 
cular Attribute^ JIop there^ and Juppofe it to conjiitute 
the EJJence of Body. If I hold in my Hand a Sphere^ 
I may^ by Jbjira^ion^ Juppofe that all its Weight is 
in its Centre^ and attend only to this Idea of its Centre. 
It would however he abjurd for me to conclude that the 
Nature and EJfence of Body conjijls in Gravity only. 
BeJideSy we do not know all that is in this Body^ 
at leaji^ we ^cannot demonjlratc theje Notions of ours, 
Tber^^e tbe do not <ertainly know boiv it is conjlituted-^ 
and though we peraive not above feven or eight At^ 
tributes^ yet can we not ajfux4 ourf^lves that it hath 
none others^ without which its Exijlence would be as 
ihipoffible as without thofe feven or eight ivhici are 
known to us. If the Nature of a Thing confijls of 
thirty Attributes necejfary a ible^ and ten of 

thefe Jhould be taken away^ it idiculous in us t^ 

fuppofe we fill had that thing which abjolutely required 
thirty. On the contrary ^ we have another Thing which 
abfalutely requires a lejjer Number of Attributes to form 
its Exiflence. It is thefatne thing with rejpe6i to Body 9 
of which^ as we cannot demonfirate that we knozv all 
tts Attributes^ it is aljo impojjible that we Jhould pre^ 
cijely know what conjUtutes its EJfence. 

You fee then, AAonceca, that there are very ftrong 
Reafons againft the pretended Certainty of the 
Cartefiansy with refpedt to the Eflence of Matter. 
Now if It be true that Men are uncertain as to the 
Nature of Bodies, why fhouW they flatter them- 
felves that they have clear and diftinft Notions of the 
Nature of the Soulf Might not Locke very well fay 

Vox. IV, N to 
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to the Gartefians^ Befere you perfuadt yourfelves that 
you oupht to define the Ejfeme of Matter by Extenfion^ 
and that of the Soul by actual Thought^ becaufe you 
cannot imagine any corporeal Thing without Extenjion^ 
cr anyfpiritual Being without the Faculty of Thinking :^, 
J}ay till you are clearly informed as to all the different 
jtttributes ^hich are abfolutely necejfary to thefe diffe- 
rent SubflanceSy that you may not allow a Jingk Attri- 
bute to be the Effence of a Things which tt may bere^ 
quires thirty ^ of which you are ignorant^ and yet^ ne- 
verthelefs^.they are abfoluiely neceffary as to tts Ex- 
ijience. You believcj or at leqfi you would perfuade 
ethers that you believe that you are certain^ in the No- 
tions you have of the Effence of fpiritual and material 
Beings ; yet one may very reafonably fay that you are 
fo far from knowing the Nature of thefe Subftances^ 
that you are abfolutely ignorant wherein con/i/is the 
Difference between thenn 

1 do not know, my Friend, whether ever you 
have taken notice of what Locke wifely obje<Sl:s to 
the Cartefwns^ on the Subje(£t of Man's Ignorance 
as to the Effence of the human'Soul. '* We have, 
" J^y^ *^9 ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ Matter and Thinking, but 
** polRbly Ihall never be able to know whether any 
*' mere material Being thinks or no, it being im- 
<« poffible for us, by the Contemplation of our own 
*« Ideas, without Revelation, to difcover whether 
«< Omnipotency has not given to fome Syftems of 
-,«' Matter fitly difpofed, a Power to perceive and 
<« think; or elfe joined and fixed to Matter fo dit- 
: «' pofed a thinking immaterial Subftance; it being 
'' in refpe£t of our Notions, not much more re- 
• *' mote from our Comprehenfion to conceive that 
" God can, if he pleafes, fuperadd to Matter a 
'' Faculty of thinking, than that he (hould fuper- 
*' add to it another Subftance with a Faculty of 

^^' thinking For fince we riiuft allow God has 

'* annexed 
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*^ annexed Effe£ts to Motion, which we can no 
« way conceive Motion able to produce, what 
'« Reafon have we to conclude that he could not 
^^ order them, as well to be produced in a Subjedt 
^' we cannot conceive capable of them, as well as 
''♦ in a Subject we cannot conceive the Motion of 
'* Matter can any way operate upon?" 

Before it is defined that the Soul always thinks, 
and that it is contrary to its' Effence to remain fome- 
times altogether unadtive while the Body fleeps, the 
Carte/tans ought to fhew us, not only full Anfwers 
to Locke s Objeftions, but alfo that v/e are under no 
kind of Uncertainty as to the Nature of the Soul. 
If they cannot demonftratively prove that it is not 
material, which they cannot do, becaufe they, are 
ignorant of its Nature, what do they mean by de- 
fining its Effence, and founding all their Reafonines 
upon that rafli Definition? 1l>x, Stilling fleet would 

. have perfuaded Locke^ that the Neceffity of the Soul's 
being fpiritual might be demonfirated, and that the 
giving to Matter a Power of thinking was impof- 
i'lble, even to God, To the old Reafons of tbe 

; Cartejiam^ he added fome new ones. You may find 
a clear Detail of this whole Difpute in the Notes to 
the Effay on Human Underftanding. • The EngUJh 
Philofopher fays to his Adverfary, " Our Idea of 
'« Matter in^ general being a folid Subftance, and 
'* our Idea of a Body a folid, extended, figured 
" Subftance; you pretend, if I admit Matter to be 
*^ capable of thinking, I confound the Idea of Mat- 
** ter with the Idea of a Spirit; to which I anfwer, 
'' No, no more than I confound the Idea of M^t- 
'^ ter with the Idea of a Horfe, when I fay, that 
" Matter in general is a folid extended Subftance, 
" and that a Horfe is a material Animal, or an ex- 
*' tended folid Subftance with Senfe and fpontane- 
<-' ous MoUon. 1 he Idea of Matter is an extended 
N 2 "'Iblid 
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<« folid Subftance; where-evet" there is fuch a SulJ- 
«« ftante there is Matter, and the Eflence of Mat- 
« ter, whatever other Qualities, not contained in 
** that Subftance, it (hall pleafe God to fuperadd to 
** it. For Example, God creates an extended fo- 
*' lid Subflance, without the fuperadding any thing 
*« elfe to it; aad fo we may confider it at reft : I'o 
" fome Parts of it he fuperadds Motion, but it has 
" ftill the EfTence of -Matter; other Parts of it he 
** frames into Plants, with all the Excellencies of 
" Veget^ition, Life, and Beauty, which is to be 
" found in a Rofe, or a Peach-Tree, above the 
*' EfTence of Matter in general ; but it i&ftili Mat- 
" ter : To other Parts, he adds Senfe and fpontane- 
*« 6us Motion, and thofe other Properties that are 
*< to be found in an Elephant. All this is allowed 5 
'« but if one ventures to go a Step farther^ and fay, 
*« God may give to Matter, Tliought, Reafon, 
*< and the Power of Willing, as well as Senfe and 
** fpontaneous Motion, there are Men 'ready pre- 
" fently to limit the Power of the omnipotent 
V Creator*." To thefe Objedions, dear Mon- 
ucoy Dr. Stillingfieet could oppofe nothing that was 
reafonablc. He had Recourfe to general Terms, 
which had been over and over examined, and in- 
vincibly refuted. Let us acknowledge then frank- 
ly, that we knew nothing of the Soul. Welcnow 
that in Men awake it always thinks, but whether 
it hath any Perceptions while we are afleep, is a 
Thing we never can be clear in. 

As to what you fay of the fudden Lofs of Thought 
which Men daily perceive when they are awake, it 
can, by no means, be compared with thofe into 
which the Soul falls, in cafe it were certain it 

Locke*% Eflay on Human Underftanding, Book IV. 
Chap, i\u 

-thought 
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thought while Vre flept. For a Man awake, who 
forgets fomething which was in his Head a Moment 
before, remembers he thought^ thpugh he cannot 
recoUeiSt of what^ becaufe his Mind is diftra<Sled by 
other Ideas; he retains, however, a certain Con- 
vi(Siion and perfeiS): Remembrance that he had fome 
Perceptions, whereas a Man who has flept all Night, 
wakes the ne^^t Morning without knowing that his 
Mind perceived any Idea whatfoever. One ought 
to regard fuch Slips in a Man, who is awake, as the 
Confequence of a continual Circulation of Ideas. It 
is not reafonable, therefore, to explain after this 
manner, that Ignorance in which the Soul appears 
to be on the waking of the B.ody, as to all the fine 
Thoughts with which he is fuppofed to have been 
occupied. Had not then Locke Reafpn to fay. Wake 
a Man out of a deep Sleeps and ajk him what he was • 
thinking of. If he knew not that he had been t/jinking:, . 
he mufi be a very extraordinary Perfon to ojjert that 
he never ceafed to think. Might not one with, more 
Reafon affirm that he had not flept? This is ^beyond- 
all doubt J a Matter cut of the reach of Philofophy^ 
and there is nothing but an cxprefs P^svelaiion could 
difcover to another that -certain Thoughts pafjfed in my 
Soul J though I did not difcover them my f elf T^hefe 
People muji certainly ha^e very piercing Eyes to difcern 
certainly that I think^ while I myfelf cannot perceive 
it J and exprefsly declare as much, tVhat is Jlill more 
remarkable^ thefe fame EyeSy wj?ich fee morf in me 
than I fee in myfelf can alfo perceive that Dogs and- 
Elephants do not thinks though thefe Animals give us 
all imaginable Demonflrations of their thinking except 
telling us as much. 

As to Dreams, dear Monceca^ which you fancy fa- 
vour your Sentiment, take care that it does ngt over- 
turn it, for it feems that they are evident Proofs that 
when the Soul does think in our Sleep we arefenfibleof 
N 3 it} 
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it; and that it cannot think at all, but the whole 
human Machine muft be fenfible thereof. I agree 
with you as to the Inutility of X)reams, but then 
they are occafibned by fecond Caufes: They are 
occafioned by certain Motions in the Brain during 
our Sleep. Their Inutility therefore cannot excufe 
that of the pretended Power of Thinking in the 
Soul, which it muft derive immediately from God, 
llnce it cannot be produced .by any Pailions of the 
Body, otherwife it would have Knowledge of them, 
as this Senfibility in Dreams clearly proves. Locke 
then had Reafon to fay that Nature makes nothing 
in vain, and that it is by no means likely that the 
Soul fliould have a Faculty of employing itfelf about 
ufelefs Thoughts while the Body is afleep. Read 
over again with Attention, dear Moncecc^ all that' 
Locke has faid in fupport of his Sentiment, and I 
am perfuaded you will never more accufe him of 
being too decifive. 

Adieu my Friend, live content and happy, 
Cairo, 

^A/ V/ V;/>a/\q/\a^ V/ V/ \a^ V^ V^^Aif \a/ V^ V^Vwf ^^ W V^ V f 

fluP ouP qup <L^ U^ "g <Ot nrn Tfc 2% no ffn 02 <l2 Q9 ^9 hS ^f °n n^ 

LETT E R CLV. 

Aaron Monceca, /^ Isaac Onis, Caraite, 
heretofore a Rabbi at Conftantinoplc. 

THE EngUJh^ dear Ifaae^ are very nice Ob-. 
fervers of their Laws, they follow the Text 
ftri(51y, without feeking Explications which may 
dude them, or under Pretence of entering into the 

Idea 
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Idea of the Legiflator, converting the Study of their 
Laws into an arbkrary Science. TheCourts where-. 
rn Juftice is diftributed,. are never in the leaft doubt,' 
whether fuch a Crime is to be punilhed in fuch a 
manner. It is the Care of the Judges only to dif- 
cover whether the Party accufed be really guilty. 
This once decided, the Law fpeaks the Penalty of 
its Tranfgreffion. In Efigland. the Judge only re- 
ports the Procefs \ the Law itfelf is, properly fpeak- 
ing, the Judge. ^ 

One cannot, my Friend, fufficiently approve a 
PracSlice fo prudent and fo judicious. Whatever 
Probity Men may be endowed with, who are placed 
in the Seats of Juftice, it is expedient to limit their 
» Pecifions, and not to leave it in their Breafts to 
punifh or to leave unpunifhed, as they think fit, 
thofe who come before them. The Heart of Man 
is the Seat of fo many Paffions, and his Underftand- 
ing is fo often the Dupe of his Prejudices, that it is 
next to an Impoffibility he fhould not err whenever 
he a<Sts without Reftraint. If Judges did not need 
Direftion, written Lav/s had never been compiled ; 
but all Things had been left to the Underftandings 
of the Judges. But it was juftly apprehended, that 
Judges might a6l like Men, even in difcharge of 
their Offices, and fee Things through fuch Milts of 
Paffion as might change their Form and Figure, or 
difguife threm at leaft. 

1 am very fenfible, my Friend, that a rigid Ob-, 
fervance of Laws may fometimes create Mifchiefs, 
for which there can be no Remedies. 1 know too, 
that there are Cafes wherein it might be juftly 
wiflied that we might interpret the Will of the Le- 
aiflator, fo as to give it a more or ^efs extended 
Senfe. But I know too, that if fuch a Libertv as 
this might be in.fome Cafes ufeful to private Per- 
fen^jit would not hov^ever fail to become dangerous, 
N 4 ' and 
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and even fatal to the Publick. It would accuftom 
the Judges to arbitrary Decifions, and open a Gate 
to a thoufand Inconveniencies, which would not 
fail to enter. But when a |eneral Rule is efta- 
blifhed, we fcek not the Good of two or three Per- 
fons, but of the far greater Part of the Society ♦^ 
Seneca^ fpeaking of the Roman Laws about infol- 
rent Debtors, which made no Diftindion bet\^eeil 
fuch as grew infolvent through inevitable Accidents, 
and thofe who, by Gaming and Debauchery, drew 
theirPuniflimentsjuftly upon them ; obferves roundly, 
that it is better a few ftiould run the Rifque of lofmg 
the Benefit of a« juft Excufe, rather than Room be 
left for all the World to avoid paying, or fufFering 
for Nonpayment by letting up fpecious Pretences f- 
It is fufficient, dear If/iac^^ to compel our Appro- 
bation of this wife Cuftom, to fubmit entirely and 
without Referve to the LaA^s, that Reafon and Ex- 

fericnce (hew this Cudom is more beneficial to the 
'ublick than that which leaves an arbitraty Autho- 
thority to the Judges. For as nobody pretends to 
doubt, that Men in general need fome Support to 

;re\'ent their giving way 'to their Paffions; f-^, as 
udges are not Angels, they want Supports as well 
as other Menj and this they may find by a fteady 

• Nulla Lex fatis commoda emnihus eft : id modo qua* 
riturfi majori Parti ^ in fummam frodeft. Tit. Livius. 
liib. XXX [V. cap. iii. nuoi; i. 

+- ^id tu tarn imprudtntts judifas majorei noflros /kr 
iffe^ ut ttQH intelligerentf iniqmjjimum. ejje eodem loco ha^ 
vert turn qui Pecuniamf quam a Credifre acc€perat\ Li^ 
hi dine aut jiled ab/umtfit<, Jsf eum qui Incendio^ aut La^ 
trocinio^ out aliquo Caju triftiore^ aliena cum/uis perdidit P 
Nullum Excufationem receperunt^ ut Homines fcirent Fidem 
uiique praftandam. Satius enim erat a paucis etiam juftam 
Excu/ationem non aceipiy quam ah omnibus aliquam tent&ri, 
Seneca de Beneftciisj Lib. VII. Cap. xvi. 

Adherence 
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Adherence to the Laws, which will alike prevent 
theiK Hearts from being feduced,^ or their Under- 
ilandings impofed on. 

From this Neceflity of yielding a precife Obe- 
dience to the Will of the Legiflators, there flows a 
need of having no Laws in force, but what are 
.ftridly equitable and juft. Whenever, through a 
Change of Times and Circumftances, Laws, which 
were once wife and falutary, become of another 
Nature, there is a Neceflity of refcinding and making 
ithem void. There cannot be a more dangerous 
Error for a State, or one more capable of difturbing . 
the j^ublick Tranquillity, than the Refpedl which 
ibme Nations afFe£l to pay to certain whimfical > 
and ridiculous Laws, and the Memories of thofe 
who made them. One would imagine, that they 
were not Men but Deities who inftituted thefe per- 
petuated Cuftoms; and that being revealed to. * 
them, who yield to them, as the Contents of our 
facred Scriptures were to us, they flood in awe of . 
their Indignation who gave tkem, in cafe they 
broke through them. Unhappy Confequences of 
Prejudices embraced in our Infancy, whereby a - 
whole Society is facrificed to an Impertinence infert- 
ed in the written Law, or ingrafted into a Body of 
old Cuftoms ! 

We fliould have much lefs Rcfpe^l for Legiflators - 
if we reflefted that there is fcarce one of them, . 
even amongft the moft knowing or illuftrious, who 
has not introduced fomething extravagant or rid i- - 
culous, or contrary to the Rules of ftri6t Morality 
and Humanity at leaft. Lycurgm ordained, by the/ 
Laws he gave to Sparta^ that young Women (hou4d :.* 
wreftle ftark-naked ' before Men, and that they 
(hould dance before them in the fame manner, and ' 
fing certain Sppgs. This Legiflator, in the Infti- 
lutipnof thisext/avaga/it Cuftom, bad. in. view the 
N 5 giving ; 
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giving Strength to the young Women's Bodies, that 
thev might bring forth ftrong healthy Children, and 
feel lefs Inconveniency in Child-bearing. Such a Me- 
thod of rendering Women rob uft was not to be prac- 
tifed, without bidding Adieu to all Senfe of Shame 
or Decency ; or muft not a Man have baniflied from 
his Thoughts all the Rules of good Manners and 
of natural Modefty, before he could think of intro- 
ducing a Cuftom fo inevitably deftru6live of them ? 
The Pagans themfelves, in the midft of the Impieties 
and Darknefs of their Religion, could not avoid 
difcoveririg how contrary this infamous Law was 
to good Manners. In the Andromache of EuripideSy 
Peleus attributes the Loofehefs of Helena entirely to 
her being educated at Sparta, It is not in the Power 
of Spartan- Lddies^ fays he, to be modeji if they would \ 
they come out of their Parents Hoiifes with Petticoats 
through which their Limbs arevifible. They run and 
wreflle with the young Men ; which I cannot fuffer. 
After this^ are ycu ajionijhed that thefe IVomen are 
debauched one and all*? ThJs Paflage from a Greek 

El yni yvpd'ixa)(; ex'^^o-JH^ TaiSev«T|» 

Neque^ ft luUt aliqua 

Puelle Spartanay pojftt e£e cajla. : 
^i^y relinquentes Domas^ cum Jwuenihus^ 
^udh Femoribusy i^ Tutjicis laxafis, 
Our/us f i5f P<ihjh(iSy non tohrandas mihi, 
Communes habent, Deinde an mi'rari oportety 
Si ncn educath Mulieres'cAftas'P ' 

Euripides, Androm. Ven 598^ p. 519* 
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Poet, which fo juftly condemns that Debauchery 
which Lycurgus had eftabliflied on fuch falfe and ri- 
diculous Pretences, is an evident Proof that Probity 
and Mpdefty have found Advocates, even amongll 
Nations whofe eftabliflied Religions were impious, 
and but too favourable to the Motions of the Paffions. 
Virtue^ fays a Nazarems Father, was refpeSfedy even 
where Debauchery bore the Sway*, May we not 
wijth Reafoii ftand amazed, that fuch as took upon 
them the Care of Mankind, and the prefcribing to 
them Laws, fhould neverthelefs be more deficient, 
in relpe6t to a Seijie of Shame and good^Manners^ 
than private Men ? 

.The Errors of ancient Lawgivers ought to ferve 
as Cautions to fuch as have, in thefe Days, the 
Power of altering or refcinding Laws. They fhould 
be hindered, by confidering of them, from having 
any Prejudices in favour of fuch as have been en- 
acted by their Anceftors, fo as to doubt of the Ex- 
pediency of repealing them, whenever they aBe 
found either ufelefs or dangerous. Is it not ridicu- 
'lous to have more Refpe^l, either. for a Man or for 
a Cuflx)m> becaufe the Man has been dead, or the 
Cuftom eftabliflied five hundred Years, than if the 
Perfon was now living,, or the Cuftom juft infti* 
tuted? If we were once agreed on this Principle,., 
it would be eafy to fliew that fuch as are charged 
with the Care of fuperintending the Laws of feveraK 
Nations, would find enough to point out fuch as.- 
ought to be abrogated, and to diftinguifli the Good 
from the Bad. 

* Tanta Vis eft Probitatis l^ Caftitatis^ ut omnisy <v€l 
fene omniSf ejus Laude mo'veatur Humana Natura ; Kic 
u/que adeo fit Turpitudlne <v.iciofa^ ut totum amittat ^enfutn 
Uoneftatis, Auguft. de Civit. Dei, Lib. \l. Cap. xxvi.. 

N 4 Lycurgii^^ 
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Ljcurgui had eftablifhed in Sparta a Senate cotn- 
pofed of twenty-eight Perfons, whd balanced and 
kept within Bounds the Power of their MoAarchs. 
jfrj^tf//?cenrurcstheConftru£tion of this Senate, be- 
caufe the Members were for Life, The Mind^ fays 
he, grows old as well as the Body\ it is unjuft to com- 
mi f the Lives and Fortunes of our Countrymen to fucb 
as may become incapable of preferving them. 

Plato could by no means approve what Lycurgus 
had ordained, as to throwing into a certain Pool at 
the Foot of Mount Tagetes fuch Children as were 
• born.ill4baped, tender, or with any kind of De- 
fea, 

Jrijiotle^ on the contrarv, praifes this unnatural 
Qsuclty, which ought rattier to be exercifed by 
wild Beafts than by Men. As to Children, who 
fliould be bred up or expofed, that Philofopher fays, 
the Law ought to provide againft the bringing up 
fuch as are imperfect, or any ways mainied in their 
Limbs; and that in fuch Places as the Laws of the 
Country would not permit of this, another Expe- 
dient, which he mentions, fhould be praftifed. 

After reading a Propofition fo abfurd, fo cruel, 
and fo apparently repugnant to Humanity, ought 
we Windly to adopt Laws made by Men, who are 
held ever fo much fuperior to the reft of their Spe- 
cies, on account of the Strength of their Under- 
ftandings? Happy, my Friend, is the Nation where 
the Laws are inviolably adhered to; and where, 
at the fame time, none are received but what are 
founded in Virtue, Prudence, and Probity ! That 
which, in too many Countries, gives the Judges 
room to raife themfelves above the Laws, to attri- 
bute to themfelves a kind of defpotick Authority, 
and, in criminal Matters efpecially, to ereft a kind 
•f arbitrary JurifdicSlidtt, in the yifible Flaws in the 
written L^vvs of tbofe Nations. As xhey have it 
3 not 
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not ill their Powers either to, alter or abrogate^hofe 
Laws, they take this Method of explaining them 
to their Fancy J and this, after a hundred difierent 
Methods, according as thev ^prehend a Variety of 
Cafes may require. In all thefe different Explica-^ 
tions, they very often miftake the Motions of their 
PafEons for Impreffions pf Jqftice j and if at any 
.time they favc thereby fome innocent Pcrfons, it 
is probable they free as many who are guilty. 

I return, dear I/aacj to the manner in which the 
Englijh adminifter Juftice. It is wife, prudeiit, and 
worthv the Imitation of all other NatioiA When- 
ever tney perceive a Law to be wanting, they enaft 
it ; and take care to execute it ftridly, till they fee 
Caufe to abrogate it. If, in procefs of Time, they 
perceive it to be hurtful,, they do not endeavour to 
elude it by Explications, but repeal it. From an 
Apprehennon of introducing this pernicious Cuftom, 
oi leaving Judges at Liberty to follow theif Caprices 
in Matters of Life, or even of the Properties of their 
Fellow- Citizens, inftead of granting an unlimited 
Authority to Magiftratcs, the Englijh allow their 
Kings to be only Protc^jrs of the Laws, and not 
Tyrants. 

ildieu, dear Ifaac^ live content and happy; and 
may the God of out Fathers cover thee with Bkf- 
fmgs. 
London^ 
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LETTER CLVI. 

Aaron Monceca, to Isaac Onts^ 
Caraite^ formerly a Rabbi at^ Conftan- 
tinople. 

THE Arrange Humours, dear Ifaac^ which I havc^ 
obferved in the Nations through which ! hawe- 
rambled ; thofe Errors and Prejudices which, gene- 
rally fpeaking, blind Mankind, have obliged me to 
reflect fcrioufly on the bJid State of Morality among 
the Eurspesns, They are thoroughly perfuaded that 
the Maxims they follow are more conformable to 
Reafon, and the Nature of Things, than are thofe 
of the Africam and JJiaticks. However,* when we 
nicely examine their Sentiments, efpeciaUy fuch as 
are founded on the Authority of their Divines, we 
eafily difcover that they are as wide of Juftice and 
Equity as thofe of the Cannibals j or any other Sa- 
vages. 

We need not be aftoniflied that People do not 
perceive Errors in which they are gKown up^ and 
of which they grow every Day more and more per- 
fuaded. They cover them with a Veil of Religion 
and Piety ; and thus they render them venerable. 
They believe that they ferve God in digreffing from 
the Rules of Morality, How then fhould wp won- 
der at fuch Digreffions ? 

The firft Nazarene Doftors, whom they com- 
monly call the Apoftles, preached" a Doftrine fo 
conformable to Equity, and of fuch high \Jk to 

Society, 
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Society, that their greateft Adverfarics acknowledge 
their moral Precepts to be infinitely fuperior to thofe^ 
of the wifeft Philofophers among the Anoients. Oui: 
Rabbies themfelves readily admit, that if the Naza- 
renes followed exaftly the fundamental Principles of 
their Syftem of Morals, they would be obliged to 
efteem them as Men every way more worthy of 
Praife than Socrates himfelf. But unfortunately for 
them, and ftill more fo for us, they have entirely 
abandoned the Sentiments of their firft Doftors ; 
and their Morality at this Day, is a kind of politi- 
cal Patchwork, wherein they have endeavoured to 
preferve fome outward Refemblance of their true 
and ancient Syftem. 

It feems to me, dear Ifaac^ that Men are born td 
be the Dupes of all fuch as pretend to inftrufl them 
for their own Good, and yet really intend to ferve. 
their private Interefts thereby: Two hundred Years 
after thefe fix^* Nazarene DoiStors had opened the 
Eyes of their Difciples, and taught them the Rules 
or exaft Equity, a fet of Divines fprung up, who 
made" it their Bufmefs to deftroy what the others 
had built up *. Among thefe there was one On- 
gen^ a Man of a dark and gloomy Temper, who 
was for pufhing Things to Extremity. His Humour 
carried him fo far as to make him the firft Vi£lim 
of the Whimficalnefs of his own Ideas. For in a 
ftrong Fit of Enthufiafm, he caftrated himfelf, that 
he might be able to inftruft Women in the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, without running any Rifque of 
yielding to Temptation. 

Tertullian departed ftill farther from the Rules of 
true l^orality. He publiflied and maintained Opi^ 
nions which abfolutely overturned all Rule and 

• See the /econd Part of Th Secret Memoirs of the R<- 
fuhlick of Letters^ in which oor Author treat* amply of 
the Fathers of the ChurcL 
^ Order 
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Order in Statd: He pretended that a Nazarene 
could not in Confcience execute the Office of a 
Judge, daauiing all.Magiftrates without ReftrliStion, 
and infinuating, that to be an Emperor, and remain 
a Chriftian, was impracticable. 

Thcfe firft Errors, fo Contrary to found Morality, 
were quickly increafed by new ones, invented and 
publifhed by other Do£lors ; each Age produced an 
Author, who fapped fome eflential Point of that e- 
quitable Syftem which the firft Nazarene Doctors 
had eftabliflied : For though thefe Writers were Men 
of Genius, Learning and Merit, they nevetthelefs 
gaVb way to the impetuous Motions of their refpec- 
tive Tempers, and became the firft Dupes of their 
own Paffions. In the time when the Brians had the 
Emperors on their Side, Gregory Nazianzen declaim- 
ed againft all Perfecutions ; he preached warmly for 
Toleration, and maintained, that only gentle Me- 
thods were to be made ufe of to perfuade the Minds 
of Men. But when on the Death of an Emperor, 
his Succeflor proved no Favourer of jirianlfm, . the 
fame Gregory wrote a Letter to Ne£fariuSj exhorting 
him to reprefent to the Emperor, that Piety and Re- 
ligion demanded ^e (hould no( permit the Heretick$ 
to affemble, or ftiew any kind of Regard, to the Pri- 
vileges which had been granted them. So far was 
this Nazarene Do<3or from preaching a Morality as 
pure as that of the firft Founders of this Religion, 
that his Do6lrines fell injfinitely below thofe of the 
Pagan Philofophers, who all acknowledged, that 
that Fidelity, which confifts in Sincerity, and in 
inaintainrng one's Word, is the Fouhdation of all 
Juftice*. 

• FuniamtUumefi auumjufiitta Fides y id eft Di^orum 
Convtntorumque Conftantia ij Fmtai% Cic«ro de OiB- 
«iis, Liir. I. Cat. VII. 

' Thil 
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This Gregory was not the only oncimoftgft thofe 
-which t\it Nazaren^s called the Fathers, who fup- 
ported Errors dired^ly contrary to right WPafon, and 
dangerous to publick Tranquillity. Aujiin, a Man 
truly illuftrious, and of a fublime amd quick Wit, 
but vain, hafly, and of an extravagant Temper, 
wrote at firft with Moderation and Prudence againft 
the Donatiyisy who were his Adverfaries ; but at laft, 
the Warmth of his Genius carried hirti away. From 
that Moment the Philofopher vaniflicd, and the 
controverfial Divine appeared in his true Light : He 
then began to maintain, loudly and openly, that it 
was neceflary to perfecute, deftroy, and extermi- 
nate fuch as are called Hereticks ; and for this Doc- 
trine he juftly deferves the Title of the Patriarch tf 
Ferfecutors, He even dared to advance, that we 
ire not bound to keep Faith with Hereticks, becaufe 
all Things belong to the Faithful by divine Right ; 
and there is nothing unto which Hereticks can have 
any legal Title. In this manner, this red-hot jffri^ 
can eftablifhcd it as a Thing certain, that Contra<Sl8 
made by Nazarenes with Men of other Religions, 
were to continue in force till fuch Time only as they 
l)ad the Power of violating them. How much more 
pure is the Morality of Cicero? Fraud, fays the 
Roman Philofopher, aggravates, injiead of excujing 
Perjury *• 

It was not only in their religious Difputes, that 
the Fathers, \)r Nazarene Divines, fubverted moral 
Principles; they fometimes abufed certain Paflfages 
taken from our facred Scriptures, in' order to authuD- 
rize their own erroneous Opinions. Amhrofe, in ex- 
plaining the Pfalm, wherein David fays that he bad 

* Fraus enim adjiringit^ non dtffbl*vitf Perjurium, CU 
ccro dc Officiis, Lib. III. Cap. xxxii. 

offended 
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offended againft God alone ♦, takes Occafion from 
thence to fet up a Principle the mbft abfurd, and 
the moft contrary toJIumanity. He^feys expreily, 
that David did not ftn againft Uriah, when he caufed 
him to be put in the Fore-front of the Battle^ that A/ 
might fall ; hecaufe Kings y being Majlers of the Lives 
and Goods of their Subje^fs^ may take them away when 
they think fit y without being guilty of any wrongs in re- 
fpe^ to Men^ on aicount of thefe A6ls of Cruelty and. 
Caprice f. Make this Principle agree, if you can^ 
with the fierce and imperious Behaviour of this very. 
Dq<1c towards the Emperor Ty&^c^/sfo/fiwj, which the 
Nazarenes have however extolled beyond. Meafu re, 
or with thofe outrageous Injuries, with which, with- 
out difficulty, he loaded Magnentius, This was far * 
enough from correfponding with that exceflive 
Power, which, in the before-cited Paflage, he fo 
liberally beftows on Kings. Can there be any thing 
more frightful, extravagant, or worthy of r unifli- 
ment, than to aflert, that a Prince, who takes a- 
way the Wife of one of his Subjects, and caufes 
afterwards the innocent Hulband to be put to death, 
fins only againft God, and does no real Injuftice tOr 
wards him who is the Martyr of his Cruelty ? To 
be fenfible of the pernicious Confequences of an O- 
pinion like this, one needs only refledt on the fright- 
ful Diforders which it muft neceffarily draw after 
it. There isy fays the fage La BruyereX^ a certain ^ 

* Tihi foli feccavii £«f malum coram te feci ; ^c. 
Pfalm, Ii. 'verf 6. 

t Rex utique erat, nullis Legihus tenehatuVy quia liheri 
funt Reges a Vinculis DeliSiorum* Neque enim ullis ad 
Pcenam <vocantur Legibus^ tuti Imperii Potejlate. Ho^ 
mini ergo non pecca'vity cut non tenebatur obnoxius, Sed 
^uam'vis tutus Imperio, Denjctione tamen ac Fide erat Deo 
Jjubditus, Ambrofii Apologia Davidiis, Cap, X. 
' X Caraders ou Moeurs du Siccle, Tom, 1. pag, 479. 

Com^ 
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Commerce, or Exchange of Duties between Sovereigns 
and SubJ£Sfs ; which are the mofi difficult to perform, 
I determine not : This would he to judge, on the one fide, - 
of the JiriSi Obligations to Refpe^, Duty, Fidelity, O- 
bedience and Dependence ; and on the other, as the in" 
difpenjible Obligation of doing Jujiice, anda£fing bene*- 
ficently, which belong to the Prince, To add to this, 
that he is abjolute Majler of the Goods of his Subjects, 
zVithout regard, without account ; Ifoyy to add this, is - 
. running into the Notions of a Favourite, who would 
add any thing. 

Behold, my Friend, a Morality quite different from 
that of Ambrofe, which is fo much the more fur-t 
prifing, becaufe this flavifli Submiflion was never in* 
lifted upon among the Pagans, the moft devoted to> 
dcfpotick Government. So far were they from be- 
lieving, that Kings were at Liberty to poflefs them- 
felves of the Goods of their Subjefts unjuftly, and to> 
take away their Lives at their Will, that Herodstus *' 
informs us, the Perjians, who were fo fubmiffive to 
iheiV Princes, had amongft them a Law, by which, 
their Kings were forbid to put a Man to death for a; 
fingle Crime. By the fame Law, great Lords wefe 
forbid to treat their Slaves rigoroufly for the firft 
Fault. They were dire6led to confider, whether 
the Mifchiefs they had done were greater than the^ 
Services they had rendered them ; and in cafe they 
were, then it was allowed them to punifh the Cri-' 
minals as they thought fit. 

What Difference, dear Ifaac, between thefe wife 
and prudent Laws, and the Opinions of certain Na-^ 
zarene Dodors ? Is it not in truth amazing, that 
People, ejilightent d only by the weak Rays of Rea-? 
fon, and remaining as yet under the dark Cloud of 
Paganifm, fliould have Ideas notwithftanding of a 
Morality much more wife and equitable, than that 
* Herodot. Lib. I. pag. 6^, 

taught 
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taught by the wife Men and Priefts among thofe 
who acknowledge the Spirituality and Unity of the 
I>eity? 

Some amongft thefe feem to be ignorant of the 
Laws even of good Manners, and at the fame time 
incapable of being reftrained by the moft facred 
Ties of Society. They have violated the Duties of 
Friendfhip; tteir Paflions and their Prejudices have . 
fo blinded them, that they have thought it excufe- 
able to accufe and blacken, by the bafeft Calum- 
nies, thofe with whom they have lived on the heft 
Terms, arid with whom they had no other Difpute 
than what was occasioned by fome flight Difference 
as to certain Points of Doftrine. Jerotnij a Man 
of a bold Genius, one who wrote a vehement Stile, 
which, it muft be owned, in Purity, comes little 
fliort of that of Ciaro^ falls, without Mercy on his 
old Friend Ruffnus^ becaufe he had embraced the^ 
Opinionsof Ortgen. The good Terms which they had 
lived in, and the intimate Friendftiip vvhich had 
fubfifted betwixt them for many Years, could n&t 
adlay his Fury; he was forced to give way to his 
Gholer, and let it empty itfelf in a Libel. Happy 
had' it been for him, if he could have made ufe of 
the wife Leffons which a heathen Writer hath given 
the World on this Subje<ft, I mean, if he had prac- 
tifed the fage Maxims delivered by Cicero in his 
Traft de amicitia ; he would then, without doubt, 
inftead pf decrying Ruffnusy endeavour to convince 
him by fair Meanis, and by ufiqg the moft gentle 
Methods. 

True Tendernefs hath no Tafte of Pleafure, Sa- 
tisfa£Hon, or of Glory, if thofe, in whom it has an 
int^reft, take no part in them *. This delicate Sen- 

* Nee fas effe uUa me Foluptatefrui, 
JDecrevi tanttffer^ dum Hie abeft meus 
Particefs. Tercnt% Hcaut. A^p I. Scena 11. 

timent 
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timcnt has been long out of the Heads of Divines, 
and controverfial Writers. There is nothing they do 
not facrifice to their Paffions, and the moment any 
one of their Friends ceafes to be of their Opinion, 
their PvCgard for him ceafes alfo. Their Friendfhip 
is turned into Hate, and they oflfend alike againft 
the Laws of Equity and the Rules of Decency. 
They would, if it depended upon them, extermi- 
nate, by Fire and Sword, all fuch as are guilty of> 
the unpardonable Crime of being no longer their 
Slaves*. Unhappy EfFefts of the Weaknefg of thofe 
Principles, which make up that falfe and pernicious' 
Morality that covers with an Appearance of Virtue 
thofe Errors which are mod contrary to the publick 
Good, and moft deftruftive of the Peace of civil 
Society. 

If a true and wholefome Morality be known a- 
mongft the Nazarenes^ they are indebted for it 
wholly to Laymen. Grotins and Puffendorf h^M^ 

• The Ecclefiafticks have in all Ages found out fine 
Titles to gild their cruel Perfecations againft their Enfe- 
mics, or rather againft thofe they did not like. " I ihall 
*• bury in Silence, y<iy/ a Bijhop of the, fifth Century^ 
** txfho tvas per/ecuted for ^Neftoriani/my the Chains, Con- 
** fifcations, Marks of Infamy, Maflacres worthy of 
** Compafnon, and of which the Enormity is fuch, that 
•* thofe who were Eye-witnefles of thefe Slaughters, 
-** fcarce believe what they faw. All thefe Tragedies were 
•* aded by Bifliops; ...... amongft them EiFrontcry 

•* paffcs for a Mark of Courage, they call their Cruelty, 
*• Zeal, and their Fraud is honoured with the Name of 
** Wifdom." TicDTM TOL ieufJiciy ToL leijixoT^^icLt rdi XnitJmy 

■ fiArHpyi%rcLi hot t^Amv Ifpsooir J^^pacrurir;, iiv^pe/a 

vty6tu^ah yt «|XOTf»i« Ivi?^^ cLvoyLxquh 6 ^oA©- ^o^/flt AfAo-y/ejati. 
Ethenus Tyrannorum Epifcopus, inter Opera Theodo- 

«<^i, Tom. V. /^^. 688 tsf 689. 

done 
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. done more Good to Mankind by their Writing^, 
than all the Divines antient and modern. Thefe 
fage Lawyers have gone up to the Fountain j they 
have examined with Care the Motives furnilhed by 
the Law of Nature. They have fupported thefe by 
the Authorities of the firtt Nazarene Legiflators, 

. whom I have before recommended, in corredling 
the Abufes, and deftroying the Errors which had 
been introduced by thofe Men who were defirous 

. of eftablifliing, as Points of Morality, whatever was 
diftated to them by their Caprice, their Hatred and 

, their Ambition; they have {hewn their Readers the 
naked Truth, which others had made it their Bufi- 
nefs to conceal. However, notwithftanding the 
Efforts they have made to become ufeful to all the 
World, they have hitherto been able^ to do but a Part 

. of the Good they propofed. Too many Divines, 
zealous in fupporting their own Errors, and thofe 
of their Predeceffors, have done all they could ; and 
are yet ufing their utmoft Endeavours to difcredit all 
Works, which teach a pure, fimple and humane 
Morality, and which difapprove of all the Violences 
they would confecrate under the fpecious Pretext of 
Religion. IVhen the admirable Treat if e of tht Rights 
of War and of Peace, fays Puffendorff^ firji ap- 

pearedy the Eccleftajiicks^ injiead of thanking the 
Author^ rofe up againfi hiniy one <ind a/Iy and not 
only procured it to he put into the Index Expurgat9- 
riuS, by the Popijh Iriquiftion^ at which one needs not 
he furprized^ but alfo excited feveral Protejiant Di- 
vines to write againfi^ and to do their utjno/i to decry 
it. The fame Practices were repeated on the publi/h- 
ing the Law of Nature and of Nations ; the Jefuits 

at V itnm procured its Prohibition. . 

• Traite du Droit de« Gens. Vreface de Barbeyrac^ 
page 22. 

Be* 
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Believe me, dear Ifaac^ that this outrageous Aver- 
fion of the Divines towards all fuch as have attempt- 
ed to fupport the Laws of Humanity, and to make 
known its Duties to -their Fellow-Citizens, is the 
'ftrongeft Obftacle to found Morality ; infomuch 
that one may fafely fay, that there is more Benefit to 
be received by reading the Books left us by Pagan 
Phrlofophers, than thoTe of certain Do6lors, whopafs 
notwithftanding for the great Oracles of Mankind. 
Haplefs are thofe Nations, who are unacquainted 
with any other Moral Syftem, than fuch an one as 
is to be picked up out of Books approved by the 5/^- 
nijh^ Portuguefe^ and Italian Inquifitors ! 

•Farewell, dear Ifaac^ and addrefs thy Prayers to 
-the fupreme Being, that he would be pleafed to open 
the Eyes of all Mankind ; for though we are Jewsj 
we ought notwithftanding to wifh that the r^aza^ 
renes knew and praftifed a more equitable Morality, 
If the Spaniards and Portuguefe would become Dif- 
•ciples of Grotius and Pujfendorf^i they would not 
(laughter our Brethren in the iniquitous Manner 
they do. May the God of our Fathers heap Blef- 
'fings upon thee. 

London. 

LETTER CLVII. 

'Isaac Onis, Caraite^ formerly a Ralhi at 
Conftantinople, /^ A a r o n M o n c e c a. 

YOU are, without queftion, furprized, my dear 
Monceca^ at my SiJence, and accufe me, I dare 
ifay, c/ Lazinefs and Negligence) but you will 

change 



y Google 



288 The Jewish Spy. Let.157. 

change your Opinion, when I tell you, that I have 
lately made a Voyage to Jerufahn, The Nearnefs 
of the bolv City of Davidj the Peftre I bad of fee- 
ing that illuftrious Capital of the Kiiigdom of our 
Anceftors^ the Facility of fatisfying my Curiofity, 
engaged me to lay hold of the Opportunity which 
ofl^red, of making a Trip in a VefTel bound from 
Alexandria to St, John d^Acre. 

It is impoi&ble for me to expre(s to you, my dear 
Monceca^ the Agitations of Mind I felt in paiHng 
through Paleftiue. Joy, Grief, Pity, Anger, Rje- 
fpe£^, Spight \ each of theie Paffions fuccepded the 
other in my Heart, and fometimes rofe there all ^t 
once. Happy Place! cried I, where the God ^Ifrael 
was ferved heretofore with fuch Splendor as his IVory 
Jhip deferved ; have my Eyeji the Pleafure of beholding 
thee ? Buty alas ! in what Stati are thy Cities find 
Palaces J of which thou wert formerly full? I fee not- 
thing but RuinSy melancholy Rxmains^ which ho^e 
efcaped the Cruelty^ the Rage and Fury of our Ene- 
mies, Ju/l and good God^ to whom alone belongetfi 
Vengeance^ remember thy People I 

At thefe Words, my dear Monceca^ my Eyes we^e 
filled with Tears ; and though I difapprove the re- 
vengeful Temper of my Brethren, yet a holy Fury 
at that time feized me, and got the better of all my 
philofophical Reflefiions. 1 proftrated myfelf upon 
the Ground, and turning myfelf towards the Ruins 
of the Temple, from which I was not diflant above 
fifteen Leagues; I there poured -forth the Prayer 
which our Brethren ufe many times in the Year in 
their Synagogues. 

Look down, O Lord! look down on the Evils which 
our Enemies do unto us. Remember thou the Cruelties 
of Nebuchadonafar, and thofe of Titus ; ard above 
all, O Lord, remembpr Adrian, the mojl cruel of all the 
Dejiroyers of our Nation^ who ere^ed Jhameful Statues 
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on thy Jltar^ and defiled thy holy City with Idolatry : 
JVho razed and utterly dejhoyed nine hundred and four ^ 
kore Towns ^ and burnt four hundred and fourfcore Sy^ 
nagogues*. My Grief grew ftill ftrongcr, when I 
came to Jerujalem^ ana I felt my Heart pierced 
witk a thoufand Wounds, when I looked upon the 
Ruins of the Temple. The Turks have built a 
Mofque upon its outward Court, which is ftill paved 
with black and white Marble. In the middle, and 
where heretofore was the Holy of Holies, there is a 
Mohammedan Temple, covered with a grand Dome^ 
fupported with two Rows of Columns of Marble. In 
the midft of this Dome there is a large Stone, from 
which the Turks aflure us Mohammed went up into 
Heaven. 

' J"^g^> "^y ^^^^ Monceca^ of the Defpair of a 
true IJraelite^ at the Sight of this infamous Edifice, 
raifed on the Foundation of Solomon's Temple. T\\e 
Grief, which I was unable to ftiake off, would not 
allow me to remain long at Jerufalem. Satisfied 
therefore with kiffing the hofy Earth, which our 
Pofterity (hall one Day purify from all the Impieties, 
and all the Abominations which our Enemies have 
committed there, I returned to C^^/r^, carrying with 
me a Box full of the precious Earth on which the 
Temple was built. I did this not in Imitation of 
the Superftition of the NazareneSy who, becaufe 
they have an infinite Refpeft for certain Places at 
Jerufalem^ believe that there is fomething more in 
that Earth than in any other; but becaufe I wa« 

• There is in the ^mv//^ Ritual a Hymn for the ninth 
Day of the Month Jb, in which we read thefc Words, 
KeccrJare^ Domint^ qualu fuerit /drianus, Crudzlttatit 
Confilia ampUxuSy con/iduit idda fe per^ertentiay i^ fuftu" 
lit combuffitque quadringtnta \£ oSioginta Synagogai. Trac- 
tatus Talmudicus, Giffin di^us, apud Johan. a Lent, de 
Judseoruin Pfcudo-Meffiis, tag. i8. 

Vol. iV. O ' glad 
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glad to have it by me as 2m efficacious Memorial of 
the Evils our Crimes have brought upon our Coun- 
try, and that I might thereby be excited to be once 
more virtuous. 

When I confider, dear Monceca^ the Mifchiefs 
our Fathers have fuffered, I am inclined ta believe 
that they were guilty of fome prodigious Crimes, 
the Knowledge of which hath not reached us. Nay, 
I muft own to you freely, that were I not moft firm- 
ly perfuaded of the Truth of our Religion, I fhould,. 
on examining the Ills we have fuiFered fince the Sefts 
of the Nazarenes commenced, be led to believe the 
Prophecies were accomplifhed, and that the God of 
Urael having abandoned us his People, had made 
choice of fome other. 

Without ftaying to confider the firft DeftruSion. 
of Jeiufalem by Titusy I run over in my Mind, with> 
Aftonifhment and Horror, thofe Evils with which 
the Jew$ were overwhelmed by Adrian. After that 
cruel Emperor had flain Barcokebas^ and taken the 
City of Bitter^ the laft Refource of Ifrael^ he ordered 
the Image of a Hog, cut in Marble, to be placed 
on that Gate oi Jerufalefn which looks towards Beth- 
lehem. He caufed a Theatre, and various Temples 
to falfe Gods, to be ereSed with Stones coUcded 
out of the Ruins of the Temple of Solomon^ and fet 
up the Statue of Jupiter in the Place of the holy 
Sanauary. He forbid the Jews^ on pain of Death, 
to enter Jerufalem^ and cut off the Ears of a Mul- 
titude, whom he caufed to be tranfported into feve- 
ral Countries. 

If the Miferies we daily fuffer in Spain and Por^ 
iugaly did not (hew us too clearly how far the Ma- 
lice of Men may extend, one could not give Credit 
to the Crueltres which pur Authors alfure us were 
cxercifed on our Nation by Adrian and his Sojdiers. 
They fay, that after the taking of Bitter, the Slough- 
5 . ter 
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ter was Jo great^ and Rivulets of Bhod ran witBfuch 
Force^ that they carried before them Stones of four 
Pounds Tf^sighty and difcoloured the Sea at a confide- 
rahle Dijlance*. Thqr tell us farther, that when 
the Romans had pojfejfed themfelves of this City,, they 
drove all ^)e Scholars into one Place^ and there burnt 
ihem^ with their Boois} becaufe at the beginning of 
ihe Siege thefe Youths had made ufe of their Pen-knives 
and Steel-pencils^ to kill their Enemies f. Thus they 
made it a capital Crinae far Perfons to defend them- 
felves when they were attacked. The Lofs oi Bit^ 
ter was attended with the entire Difperfion of out 
Nation, The Ills we endured under Titus were 
but flight Things, compared to what we fuiFered un-^ 
der Adrian. He caufed Numbers of Jews to be fold 
at Fairs, at the fame Price with Horfes ; and fent 
Multitudes i^to Egypt^ where they periQicd with 
Hunger, Thirft ami Fatigue. Is it poffiblc, dear 
Monceca^ that God fhould cxpofe a People t# fuch 
Mifchiefs, if their Crimes had not merited fo rude 
a Chaftifement? I cannot think but I am in the 
right to fay, that our Authors have hid from us the 
true Caufes why the Almighty thus abandoned his 
People to the Rage of their Enemies. Surely the 
Jfivs had committed fome great Crimes againft the 
Komans, with which the Deity was juftly offended. 
Under colour of Religion perhaps they had commit- 
ted Murders, and defiled themfelves with the Blood 
of Innocents. We jQiall fee fome Caufe to credit 
thefe Sufpicions, if we give Credit to the Writings 
of a Nazarene Father, who lived within two Ages 

• ^irtimo Sanguis rapiebat fecum Petras Magmiudinis, 
ouadraginta Modiorum^ donee ad quadraginta Milliaria, 
ufque in Oceanumfluerit. Leat, pag. i8. 

t Ifia Pubes principio Hojles Impetum facietites Graphiis 
fuis confodiebat. Cum 'verb hi pi'avalerefit, Urbemque ca» 
pifenty invol^verunt Puerulos illos cum Libris fuit, eofqae 
igne fie crmarunt* Johan. a Lent^ pag^ 13. 

O 2 after 
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after Adrian. By him we are informed, that the 
famous BarcokibaSj the Author of the War made 
by the Jews againft the Romans^ was a celebrated 
Impoftor, who plunged our Nation i;ito an Abyfs of 
Mifery, out of which it has not delivered itfelf to 
this Day, This Wretch, who called himfelf the 
Miffiah^ made ufe of a Trick to breathe Fire and 
Smoke ^, which is now common to our Jugglers, 
By this means he excited the Jiws to revdt, and 
by an Excefs of Fanaticifm, fcarce to be diftin- 
guifhed from Madnefs, he obliged all t\icJewsvi\io 
came to ferve in his Army, which became at length 
to be two hundred thoufand ftrong, to cut off a 
Finger, as an Inftance of their Courage. This 
Monfter, born for the Deftrudtion of his Brethren, 
feduced almoft the whole Nation. They entered in-r 
to his Views, ibook ofF for a time the Roman Yoke, 
and, in Extenuation of their Revolt, and of thefe 
Murders, fet up the moft frivolous Pretext that ever 
was heard of. To this our Authors agree, and, by 
the Reafons they ofFer in defence of the Jews taking 
Arms, juftify all the Cruelties of the Romans. 

If we believe what is told us In the Talmud^ the 
War agarnft Adrian was occafioned by the putting 
feveral Romans to death raoft cruelly and unjuftly. 
Therein we are told fj that it was a Cuftom among 
the Jews^ for a Man to plant a Cedar when a Son 
was born unto him, and a Pine at the Birth of a 
Daughter; they made ufe of the Timber of thefe 

Trees 

• JJt ille BarcokebaSf AuQor Beditionis Judai»ay Sti^ 
fulam in Ore fuccen/am, Anhelitu 'ventilabatt ut Flammm 
fvomere *videretur. Hieronymi Apologia II. advcrfus 
Rafiinum. 

f In More fuit ut cum nafceretur Infant plantarent 
Cedrum^ cum Infantula Pinum: citmque Nati contrahe^ 
rent Malrimoniumy ex its conficerent Thalamum. Die qua*- 
dum tranfiliit F ilia Caf arts y W confraiium eft ei Crus 

Corf end 
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Trees for making the nuptial Bed, when thofe Chil- 
drep came to be eftabliflied in the World at whofe 
Birth they were planted : The Daughter of the Em- 
peror Jdrian p2S!Cing through Judea^ the Vehicle in 
which ibe was carried, broke down, and the Romans 
not knowing the Ufe to which thofe Trees were de- 
ftrned, cut down one of them to repair the Princefs's 
Carriage} hereupon the Jews rofe in an inftant, 
and murdered all her Train, for daring to deftroy a 
Tree they held facred. 

There can be nothing more ridiculous, or more 
falfe than this Story, fince nothing is more certain 
than that the Emperor Adrian never had a Daugh- 
ter. But admitting the Story to be true, did not 
our Anceftors deferve to be leverely punifhed, for 
revolting on fo flight an Occafion ? Was it not a 
frightful A61 of Barbarity to flaughter the Guards of 
a Princefs, for a Thing of which they knew not the 
Confequences ? 

Without having Recourfe to the chimerical No- 
tions of the Talmud^ let us, Monceca^ freely\o\vn, 
that the Yxd^o&XiX Barcokehai prevailing on the muti- 
nous Difpofition of our Anceftors, drew upon them 
thofe Ills, by which they were crufhed. Inftead of 
thinking of the Mifchiefs which fell upon them in 
the Days of Titus^ and which ought to have ferved 
them for Warnings, they irritated the Romans by 
their Difobedience; and, by. their Cruelties and 
Murders, offended God, in whom alone they ought 
to have put their Truft. It ought therefore to be 
fairly owned, that as never any People in the World 
futFered as we^ have donej fo did there never exift 

Carptnti Cedrum tjiiufmodi exciderunt^ at que earn attuU- 
rtint, Infurrexerunt in eoi Judaic at que eos cecldcrunt, 
Relatum eft Cafari rehellare Judges, ProfeSius ille in cos 
iracundus excidit totum Cornu Ifraelis. Traftatus Tal- 
mudico-Babyl. Giffin d\6ius, /olio 57. a/>ud Joh&n. a Lent 
dc-Judaeorum Pfeudo-Mefliis, pag, 7, 
O 3 
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any whofc Cruelty, Pride, and Obftinacy, did fo 
much merit to be abandoned by God. And which 
is ftill worfe for us, moft of the Crimes of our Na- 
tion have been committed through the Inftigation^ 
of fuch as have pretended to defend Religion by 
committing them. 

We ought to have our paft Misfortunes everlaft- 
ingly before our Eyes, in order to hinder our be- 
coming Dupes to fome new Impoftor. Whenever 
the Mejftah fhall come to put an end to our Slavery, 
and to break our Chains in pieces, he will not 
need to dired us to dip our Hands in Blood. His 
power alone will fubdue the proudeft Hearts, and 
his Will muft fuffice to do whatfoever he defires : 
To him nothing will be impoffible; falfc Prophets 
and Impoftors only found their Do£trine in the 
Deftru£tion of a Part of Mankind. Is it not 
Madnefs and Folly to maintain, that God will fend 
us a Deliverer, who (hall authorize us to commit 
all forts of Cruelties? Thofe who form fuch an 
Idea of the Meffiahj make little Difference between 
him and a Spanijh Inquiiitor. Let us, Monceca^ re- 
ject thefe idle Notions, and let us be affured, that 
our Deliverer, inftead of lighting up new Diftur- 
bances in the World, will fpread Peace and Tran- 
quillity over all the Earth. 

Farewell, dear Monceca^ form no Hopes but what 
are wife and worthy of the Saviour whom wc 
cxpcdt. 
Ca'irQx 
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LETTER CLVIIL 

Aaron Monceca, to Isaac Onis, 

Caraite, formerly a Rabbi at Conftan- 
tinoplc. 

THE Nazarenes^ dear Ifaacy feem to have Rea- 
fon for thofe Reproaches with which they load 
moft of our Authors. They accufe them of having 
invented a thoufand odious Stories injurious to their 
Legiflator, and to have falfilied ancient Hiftory with 
equal Ignorance and Malice. It is impoffible for us 
to deny, that the Jewijh Writers have given their 
Adverfaries juft Reafop to make thefe Complaints. 
For without fpeaking of the grofs Fables which are 
infcrted in the Talmudy on purpofe to hurt the Me- 
mory of Jefus of Nazareihj whofe Syftem of Mo- 
rality is fo pure, that no Ifraeltte Philofopher can 
forbear admiring it; what Writings, big with Ca- 
lumny, have not the Rabbins fcattered abroad ever 
fince the firft 'Appearance of this Soft ? I do not 
know, my Friend, whether a certain Book has 
fallen into your Hands, the Author of which lived 
about four or five hundred Years ago, but who has 
difguifed himfelf as well as he could, with Intent to 
make his Work appear as if written fliortly after the 
Death of the Legiflator of the Nazarenes, This 
Fraud, however, is eafily difcovered, and may be 
clearly made out; fo that the Nazarenes^ far from 
fearing its Confequences, have themfelves taken the 
pains to publifh them: They have caufed it to be 
printed, accompanied with fuch learned Notes, as 
O 4 cover 
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cover with Confufion, not only the Author of this 
fabulous Tale, but alfo our whole Nation; fondxif 
Stories prejudicial to the Nazarenes^ and incapable 
of diftinguifhing Truth from Falfhood*. Thofe 
who adopt, without Examination, all the Calum- 
nies that are publifhed againft our Adverfaries, are 
not aware that in doing this they furnifli them with 
Arms againft themfelves. Such as make ufe of their 
Heafon, and who are not blinded with Prejudice, 
are filled with Indignation, when they fee us reafon- 
iiig on Fafts notorioufly falfe, and thenceforward 
give no fort of Credit to the Writings of a Man who 
blufhes not at the advancing; a notorious Falfhood, 
of which he is at the Time he advances it pcrfecSlly 
convinced. This is the Reafon that the Truth gains 
no Ground, but is in a manner obfcured and bulled 
under the Falfities which accompany it. 

There can be nothing fo horrid, dear Ifaac^ as 
the Impoftures inferted in the Work of which I an^ 
fpeaking. When our Rahbies maintain the Legiflator 
of the Nazarenes not to be the MeJJtaSy I look upon 
them as Men aftmg conformable to the Principles 
of their Religion; but when they invent the moft 
atrocious Falfhoods, I do not fee how they are to be 
cxcufed. It is a Truth of publick Notoriety, that 
^icjus of Nazareth was born of a Woman, whofe 
Morals were perfectly pure. His Followers fay, 
that this Woman conceived by the Operation of the 
Holy Spirit. The more moderate 'Jews content 
^hcmfdves with making him the Son of Jofeph and 

* The Title of this Work runs thus : ntn^in "ISD 
♦'lyiJn i;itt^» Hiftoria Jefchuae Nazareni, a Judaeis blaf. 
pheme corrupta, ex Manufcripto hadenus medito nunc 
dcraum edita, ac Verfione & Notis (quibus Jadaeorum 
Nequitiae propius deteguntur, &Authoris AfTerta Inep- 
ti<E acJmpietatis convincuntur,) illuftrata, a Johan. Jac. 
Iluidrico Tigurino. LugduniBatanjorum^ ^705- iniiJk* 

Marf\ 
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Maryy but the Author of this Manufcript hath pub- 
liflied, with refpedl to his Birth, a Fable every way 
abfurd. 

According to him*, under the Reign of H^r^^, a 
certain Perfon, whofe Name was Papus, the Son of 
Jehj parried a Woman whofe Name was Miriam^ . 

• EiCi, Tempore Regni Herodis Frofelyti^ erat Vir quif- 
pifim cut Nomen Papas F, Jeh, Huk JJxtr erat Nomine 
Miriam J Filia Kalphusy Soror R, Simeonis HakJ^alph. Erat 
autem ilia Miriam (Celebris ilia) antequam in Matrimo- 
nium duceretur^ Comptrix Capillofum muliebrium, Nup^ - 
ta ilia erat Papo, juxta Legem Mojis W J/raelis, Forma -^ 
que Speeiofitate fupra alias emintbat, Oriunda ex Tribu 
Benjamin. Nee Maritus ejus Papus ei permittebat ex JE* ■ 
dihus egredi in publicum^ Jed Fores eum in finem claufas ha* 
hebat : Sufpicabatur enim lafci<vos Homines (Forma pra* • 
fiantia illeSlos) Rem forth cum ilia hahituros. FaSum ^ 
'verb eflt ut Die uno, quo Jejunium Expiationum agitaha^ 
tuTf Fehejlras ejus tranferet improbus ille Jo/eph Pandira% . 
NaxarenuSf qui Forma etiam Pulchritudine injtgnis erat. 
Jsi cum animadverterety Virum in Atdibus tunc nullum ejfe^ > 
elatd njoce inclamat : Miriam, Miriam, quo ufque fede- 
biS'fecluik? Pro/peSiat ilia de Feneftrd, eique refpondet : 
Jofcph, Jofcph, liberam me fac, fodea I // ergo Jo/ephus^ » 
iS adducit Jecum fcalam^ Miriam I Feneftrd defcendit^ V 
fugiunt ambo Hiero/olymd Bethlehemam, ip/o Expiationii . 
Die JejuniOf ibique degunt Deibus multis nemini cogniti, . 
Concubuit autem Jo/ephus cum Miriam ipfd Exp, Die^ Ft" 
ria. e/uriali^ Concepit illa^ eique parit Anno *vertente Ji'* 
fchuam Nazarenum, Concepit rurfus^ ^ peperit FiIio4 FU 
liafque + . ; Hift, Jefchuse, pag. 4 fcf 5 . ^ . 

t Filios Filidfque'] Secundum Literam Nebulo.intelli- 
gere petulantervoluit quae in Evangelio memorantur de - 
Chrifti Fratribus & Sororibus, Math, xii. 46, xlii. 55, , 
q6, l^c^ Cum. tamen nofle^facil^ potuiiTet recutitus, 
rhrafi Heb.< Fratres denotare quofvis propinqua Cognati'^ - 
•nejun£toSi &c. 

Huldrici Jt^Jotae in Hift. Jcfchu«//<^. loi 
O 5 the 
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the Daughter of Calpbusy and Sifter of Rahbi Simeon 
Hakalf. This Miriam was very handfome, and Paput 
her Hulband very jealous. He therefore took care to 
have her fhut up conftantly. His Precautions, how- 
ever, in the end proved fruitlefs. On a certain Feaft- 
day, when this jealous Man was gone abroad, one %* 
[eph Pandira^ a Naxarene^ came under the Wincfow 
Df Miriam* s Room, and fpoke to her thus : Miriam f 
Miriam! how long will you continue thus^ imprifoned?' 
To which (he anfwercd, looking out of her Vfm- 
dov/ J Jofeph! ^ofeph ! deliver me ^ and I wiU go widr 
thee* jojeph went and brought a Ladder, and A/i- 
riam got out of the Window. They went then 
together to Bethlehem^ and at the End of a Year 
Miriam bore Jefus^ and afterwards many Sons and 
Daughters. 

Can there be any thing more abfurd,. dear IfaaCj 
than this odious, this infamous Falftiood,. to which 
the greateft Part of our own Authors give the Lye 
This the able Editor of that Book hath made clear- 
ly appear in his Notes. He hath farther {hewed, that 
the Jewijh Author, in order to give an Air of Truth 
to his Fables, hath taken feveral things from the Na* 
zarene Scrjptues, and disfigured them to make 
them ferve his Purpofe. For Inftance, in the Clofe 
of the laft Paffage, the Son« and Daughters are 
plainly copied from the Brethren and Sifters men- 
tioned in the Gofpels, though thefe Terms fre- 
quently fignify no more than near Relations. 

The Hatred of this Jewijh Writer is not fufficr- 
ently glutted, by defaming the Legiflator of the 
Nazarenes as to his Birth j he therefore proceeds to 
make him a Parricide, and his Fable on this Sub- 
jeft is more grofs, and more ridiculous than the firft. 
He, tells us*, that finding himfclf flighted 2Lt Na^ 

zar'eth'j 

^ j^ccidk auitm ut ye/chua, his 'vtfisi cogmtoque fpU" 

riiim fe effe, ac idcirca Hotd (CahitiiJ a Sapientibus de 

honefiatum^ 
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xareih^ on account of his Birth, he went home to 
his Mother, pretending to have the Tooth-ach : 
He told her, that he had found in his Books an eafy 
Remedy for his Pain, which confifted in holding 
the Nipple of her Breads between his Teeth. The 
Mother no fooner confented, than he told her, he 
would never let go his hold, until (he confeiFed to 
him the Truth of his Birihj which when (he had 
done, he was fo enraged, that he flew Jofeph^ and 
then retired into Galilee. 

Is it poffible, dear Ifaacy that our Brethren the 
Jfws fhould be fo wanting to themfelves, as not to 
ftifle a Book filled with fuch evident Falftioods ? Or 
how is it poffible they could avoid feeing that, by 
fujRring it to go abroad in the Work), they fhouM 
juftify the Reproaches heaped upon them by the Na- 
zarenesy as on Men void of all Regard either for 

honeftatunii ahter'tt Nazarethamj tonvenerifque Matum 
fuamy ihique 'Olo\trcLhyia/e grafviter affligijimulans, Mafri 
ajferueriti ft cum Academicis Studiis incumberety frohatum 
€9ntra Dentium Dolores Remedium audi*v'i[je\ illudque hce 
iffey ft Mater Affii^i Mammas immitiat inter Januam 
Cardine/que medtas^ Dentibufque laborans eas txfugat^ turn 
re^aliturum, Re/pondit Mater (indulgentiffimfiy Malique 
mbil/ufpicata) Aged urn. Fill mi, ponam ego Mainmas 
jneas inter Cardines medias : Tu eas exfuge. Mater itq- 
que Mammari0i alteram interponit : ^ed ye/ibua Fores 
claudensy Mammas Maternas gra'vijffime affiigit, Matrem- 
que ita alloquitur: Non te prius dimitto, qua mihi edixe- 
ris, qaa ratione in LaceA editus ego iixn, & qux Siudia 
olim tua /aerint. Refpondit ergo Mater : Spurios tu es. 
Maritus enim alter etiam mihi eft, cui Nomen Papas. 
Progenitor autem taas Jofeph in Matrimonium me acce- 
pit, non accepto a legitimo Marito Divortii Libello. 
Omnes itidem liberi mei reliqni Sparii funt. Hae cum 
fereepijfety Jefchua Ira excandefcit, l^ ahieas Patrtm Jo" 
Jeqbum occidit: poftea vera in Galilaam Judaa aufugit* 
Hift. Jefchiwe, pag. 32^35.- 
O 6 Truth 
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Truth or Decency, when violating either of them 
will enable them to injure their Adverfaries? Whea 
a Philofopher reads thefe Abfurdities, and refleils 
that they are not only approved by the ^ewiy but 
maintained by them to be inconteftible Truths \ has 
he not a Right to conclude, that all our Authors in 
general are Cheats and Deceivers, and that fuch as 
give any Credit to their Works, are Creatures void 
of common Senfe? Was there ever fuch a pitiful 
Tale as that of the Tooth-ach, and all its Confe- 
quences ? I fay nothing of the Death gf Jofeph^ be- 
caufe that is a Faft to which not only all the Na^ 
%arene Authors give the Lye, but alfo all the Writ- 
ings of our ancient Rabbins^ who, amidft their 
moft malicious Reproaches, never fay a Word of 
this fort. 

For my Part, I am no longer aftoniflied, Ifaac^ 
at the Hatred the Nazarenes bear to us Jews. The 
Excefs to which moft of our Writers carry their 
Difcourfes, fecm to me ihe juft Caufe thereof j and 
I am rather amazed, that, confidering our Behavi- 
our, they bear with us at all. I readily own one 
thing, that thefe ridiculous Tales, odious and infa- 
mous as they are, are properly treated by our Ad- 
verfaries, who cfFe£lually revenge the flat Jefts our 
Authors break upon them, by treating thpir Writ- 
ings as they do with the utmoft Contempts " 

Before 1 finim this Letter, I muft take notice of 
an Attempt made by this Author to ridicule a Mi- 
racle of the ^<:7z^r^«^ Legiflator. He went, fays 
he*, with two of his Difciplea to an Inn^ and afk- 

\ ing 

♦ Fenerunt itaqtu inde in Dl'verforium^ ^4e it ihi Jt' 
Jus ix Hofpite : Eft-ne tibi unde hi edant ? Refpondit Hof^ 
pes : Non mihi fuppetiti nid Anierculus unus aifatos. 
Sumit ergo Je/us Anferemt itli/que apponitf aitns : Anfcr 
Mc exiguus nimis eil, quam ut a tribus comedi debeat. 
Borxnitum eama$ ; &^ille, qui fomniarit Somniom opti-< 

mum 
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ing the Hoft if he had any thing to eat, he anfwer- 
cd that he had onl v a Goofe ; whereupon turning to 
his Difciples, he (aid. This is too little for us ail, 
let us go to our Reft, and he that has the beft Dr^am, 
let him eat it when he awakes. They did fo ; but 
in the Night Jehuda ^ofe, and eat the Goofe. 
When Day broke, Peter faid, I dreamed I fat on 
the right Hand of the Son of God. I am he, fard 
his Matter, and I dreamed thou didft fit at my right 
Hand ; mine therefore is the better Dream. But 
Jehuda faid, I dreamed that I eat the Goofe. Here- 
upon they began to look for it i but in vain, Jehuda 
had really eat it. 

. A Nurfe does not quiet her Child with fuch 
fimple Stuff as this. Such low, fuch pitiful Abfur- 
dities, were rcferved for the laft Shifts of the Jews f 
Have not the Nazarenes all the Reafon in the World, 
rather to fcorn and defpife thefe mean, malicious Ef- 
forts of our Spight, than to be angry or in any degree 
vexed at them ? Let us pray to the fovereign Be- 
ing, dezr l/aacj that he would enlighten the Minds 
of all Ifraelites^ teach them to defpife thefe Fables, 
and not to attempt to outface Truth, by coining fuch 
evident and abfurdRhapfodies of Error andlmpofture* 
Farewell, dear Ifaacy live content and happy. 
London. 

mam comedet Anferem folui. Decumbunt igitur: Tern- 
pefid *vero No&e furgit Jehuda^ H Anferem devorat. Ma- 
ne itaatte Hits furgentihus^ Petrus ait : Somnlo mihi vifas 
fui aflidere Solio Filii Dei S^haddai : Ji/us ait^ Ego fum 
Filias ille Dei Schaddai, &tbmniavi tc propc roeiederc. 
Ecce ergo me prxflantius quid fomniafle te. Quare me-- 
11 ra erit Anferem comedere. Jehuda tandem at that i 
Ego quidem ipfbmet in Somnio comedt Anferem. ^arit 
ergo Anjerem Je/usf fed fruflra ; Jehuda enim devorabat 
ilium. Hiil. JefchuXy pag, 5 1 . 

3 LETTER 

r 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 



302 Tbe Jewish Spy. Let. 159. 

L E T T E R CLIX. 

Isaac Onis, Caraite^ formerly a Rabbi* at 
Conftantinople, to Aaron Monceca. 

IAMjperfeftlywell acquainted, iczr MoncecOy with ' 
the Book you mentioned in your laft Letter. It 
is one of thofe pitiful Performances which have 
fprung from the Rabbits, and is as diflionourable to 
jfudat/m, as that wretched Colleftion of Fables and 
Vifions, the Talmud. By embracing the wife Sy- 
ftem of the Caraites, I am no longer obliged to pay 
any Regard to thefe fiftitious Writings, diflated by 
Spleen, and which Paffion and Prejudice have con- 
fecrated to the Service of Religion, or rather have 
veiled thcmfelves under the fpecrous Pretence of do- 
ing Religion Service. 

The railages you have cited from the pretended 
Hiftory of jefus of Nazareth, are far from being 
the moft ridiculous things in that Colledion. Be- 
hold one, which in my Judgment exceeds in Ab- 
furdity whatever, has been written in that kind ♦. 

jfehuda, 

* Jehuda *i^r^ clanculum Jf ad Regem conferty efq^e 
nunciat, Jejum cum fuis ejfe in Odious Pura. Mitt it 
ergo Rex juvenes Sacer dotes in jEdes Fura^ qui cum il- 
luc tvenij/ent ad Jefum aiutit : Homines nauci non fumu^, 
& in te ac Verba taa credimus. Tantum nobis da» ut 
coram Facie noflra Miracula patre?. Patrafvit itafite 
Je/us coram Hj Mira, per Nomen immen/um, ^derupt 
autem Jefus Jsf Di/cipuli ejus if/d Die Expiationum, Fe- 

rid 
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Jehuda^ fays that Author, W€nt t9 the King privately f 
and told him that Jefus was arrived. That Prince 
fi^t the young Priejis to meet hiniy and they f aid to Je^ 
fus^ We are neither Deceivers nor wicked Perfons ; 
we give Credit to your Difcourfe. All that we de- 
fire is, that you woutd do before us fome Miracle.. 
Jefus yielded to their Requeji^ and by virtue of the all- 
powerful NameofGod^ didy in their Sights many Won- 
ders. Now Jefus and his Difcrpks did not obferve the 
Fajis appointed even on the mojl folemn Occaftons. On 
the great Day of Expiation they drank Wine mingled 
wiw the Waters of Oblivion^ and went to Jieep their 
Senfes in Sleep. But in the Nighty Soldiers furrounded 
the Houfe wherein they were, and bound them, Jefus 
did all be could to recoiled the all-powerful Name^ but 
he could not ^ . . . The Soldiers then conduced hint 

rid Efuriali^ nee jejunarunt, Biherunt etiam de Vino^ quod 
wufcuum erat Jquis Oblivionisy cubitumque poftea iinrunt. 
Circa tempeftam 'vero No.^em, Satellites Regis ad ejup 
Mandatum jEdis Pura Corona circumdant, Aperit Purai 
Januam: ingrediuntur Satellites Condanje Je/u y Jjfe-^ 
clarum ejus, eo/que Compedibus conftringunt, Jefus itaqui 
intendebat Animum in Nomen immenfum, fed non 'valebae 
illud affequi^ omnium enim ejus Connexionum oblitus erat,> 
Tunc dixit Jefus: Dc me didum eft; Vinum es Muftuntp 
bfc. (Hof iv. 11.) Satellites autem Jefum ^ Affeclas abt 
ducunt in Career ^ diBum Domas Blafphemantis, quia 
Fr§bris H BJafphemiis ajfecit Deum, Mane itaque Regi 
nunciabatur Jefum ^ Sequaces ejus capUs effe, el Carceri 
inclufos. Pratepit ntero Rex, cufiodire eos ufque ad Feftum 
Tabernaculorum. Veniebat tunc omnis Populut Domini^ ad 
fe profiernandum coram Domino in Fefio, juxta id quod 
praceperat Mofes, Jufflt ergo Rex lapidare Jefu Difcipu* 
los extra Hierofolymam, ^ ijiderunt cmnes Ifraelita^ H 
Lapidibus obruerunt Sequaces Jefu, Uni'verfus autem If* 
rael Cantica W Ldudes defer ibat Deo Ifraeli^ quod Firoi 
htfce Belial in Manus eorum tradiderit. 

Hift, Jeichuse, pag. 6^^ 68, W 6gr. 
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and his Difciples to a certain Prifon^ called the Hoixh 
©f Blafphcmy, becaufe they had hlajphemed God^ In 
the Morning therefore it was told the Kingy that Jefus 
and his Followers were apprehended^ The King gave 
Directions thereupon^ that they Jhouldhe kept clofe Pri-^ 
foner^ until the reaft of Tabcmacks, «aA/«, as the 
Law of Mofes dire^s, > all the People came to ajjimble 
before the Lord. Then the King gave Command that j^e^ 
fus's Difciples Jhould he carried out £/* Jerufalem, and 
Jloned'i which was executed before the Eyes of all Ifrael, 
who fang Songs ^fjoyy and rendered Glory to God^ for 
having enabled them to punijh thus thefe wicked Men. 

Without animadverting, dear Monceca^ on the 
numerous Falfities and notorious Blunders in this 
Pal&ge, which are fo eafily and effeSually deftroyed, 
not onl)r by the Nazarene^ but alfo by our own 
Hiftorians, give me leave to mark out an evident - 
Abfurdity which every unlearned Reader muft difi^ 
cern. If the Difciples of Jefus were ftoned about 
the Feaft of Tabernacles^ zMhXmkM crucified fome 
fmall time after without ever coming out of Prifonj 
how came the Seft of the Nazarenes to fpread, and . 
to become fo powerful ? Who were they who went ; 
to propagate its Doftrines into the moft diftant 
Climates ? How, being thus deftroyed in the Be- 
ginning, came it to fpring. again out. of its Afhes I 
The Rabbinical Hiftorian forefaw fome of thefe 
Difficulties, and endeavoured to provide againft them, 
but in as lame a manner as if he had drank fome of . 
bis own Waters of Oblivion, which hindered Jefuf 
fpom recollefting the all-powerful Name. Is it not 
an ihconteftible Method of proving Fafts, to ground 
the Evidence* produced in* their favour, on poetical 
Pagan Fidlions, and the Dreams of the Cabalifts, 
the greateft Fools in the whole World ? For there, 
J^oncecoy amongft thefe worthy People muft we li^d 
the Sources of this Water of Oblivion, which never 

fwelled 
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fwelled any Streams but thofe of Leihfy and thaf 
boundlefs rower of the ineflfable Nariie, which indeed 
has had the Power of turning the Heads of innumer 
rable Cabalifts paft all Recovery. 

This Man, whofe Writings you contemn fo much, 
ought, in my Opinion, to hold the fupreme Rank 
among worthlefs Authors, for I think verily non? 
of his Brethren ever came up to what he has writ- 
ten concerning the Eftablifhment of Nazarenifm 
after the Death of Jefm *. *' It came to pafs, 
*' fdys he, that the Inhabitants of Ji having heard 
** that Jefus was crucified, had a fharp Difpute 
** with the Ifraelttes, They flew all they could 
*' m^et with, and having murdered upwards of two 
** thoufand, the Ifraelttes durft no longer go up to 
*« the Temple on the appointed Feafts. The King 
** therefore made War upon the Inhabitants of Ai^ 
•' but he found it imprafticable to fubdue them. 
'* There were however, at this time, in the City, a 
•' great number of feditious Spirits, Lovers of No- 
** velties and prone to Infurreftions. Some of thefe 

" unquiet 

* FaBum 'verb efty cum inaudirent A'itae fufpenfum ejfe 
Je/chuj at Litem indicerent acerb am I/raeli. ^ando er- 
go offenderunt Aitae Ifraelitamy eum Neci dederunt\ tsT 
occija ita funt I/raelstarum bina mtUia Firorum, Nee pat- 
ter ant Ifraelitae adfcendere in Feftum, propter Viros Ai: 
Bellum igitur gerebat Rex cum Aitis. Sed eofdem fubigers 
non fu ale bat, Natn ipjis cum Hierofolymis increfcebat 
Numerus Hominum improbijjimorum coram Rege, Slut dam 
autem illorum Hominum Propudia Ai i bant 9, Mendaciaqut 
A it is referebantj f cilice t triduo pojiquam fufpenfus futjfet 
Jefchu Ignem de Ccelo cecidij/kj Jefchu circumcinxijffi^ in-r 
deque ilium e Vejligio re'vixiffe^ pojieaque in Caelum afcenr 
dijje, Fidem 'vero adhibebant Aitae verbis Scelejiorum H- 
loru»f, l^ Jurisjurandi Fide interpojita confpirabant Jf 
Crimht ulturos in I/raelitis, cujus Reatum Jtbi confci'verant 
Je/cm^ fufpendendo, Jehuda autem cum 'videret horrenda 

Altai. 
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^< unquiet People found means to confer with cer- 
•« tain Perfons who dwelt in Jt^ and told them a 
^ thoufand Fables. They faid, that three Dayd 
<« after the Death of Jefusy Fire fell from Heaven, 
•• furrounded his Body, reftored him to Life, and 
** that he afterwards afccnded to Heaven. The 
** Inhabitants of At giving credit to all that they 
'* were told, became more and more determined 
•« to revenge on the Ifraelites the Death of yefus, 
•* whom they thought unjuftly crucified, jebuda 
•• knowing the Difpofitions of the Citizens of yfi^ 
•* wrote to them to diffuade them in thcfc Terms : 
•* Tbe Peace of God re/is not on the impious ; why 
f^ then do the People fuffer themfehes to he deluded 
•* with Lyes? Come to jferufalem, and bury your fup- 
*^ pofed Prophety &c. Hereupon the Inhabitants of 
** yfi fent Deputies to JeruJaUmj who were (hewn 
*• the Body of Jefus where it was interred. Thefe 
** Deputies returning to the City, inftead of giving 

Alias Facinora moliri, ad eos Literas in hunc Sen/u?n </<?- 
dit, Non eft Pax, ait Dominus, Impiis. Quare con- 
fpirant Gentes, $c Nationes mediantur Vanitatem ? . Ve- 
nitc, quaefo, Hierofolymam, & confpicitePfeudo-Prophe^ 
tarn veftrum. Ecce enim ille eft cadaver protritum, C»4 
nis mortuus & fcetidus, quern depofui ego in Recondite* 
rio Ster coram ! Inutile s ergo illi Homines ^ cum haec per^ 
ciperent, Hierofolymam pergunt^ ihiaue 'vident Jefum depo- 
Jitum in Loco Sordibus iff Stercoribus inquinatijffimo. Re* 
cipientes autem fe in Alt di'vulgant ibi pura Mendacia 
ej/e, qua tranfcripferit Jehuda, Nam ecce (Aubant) ve- 
nimus nos Hierofolymam, & plares ibi funt qui contra 
Regem infurrexcrunt, cumque expulerunt, quddnoluerit 
credere in Jefum : Multi quoque Sapientum occifi funt 
ob ipfam etiam Infidelitatem in Jefum. Aita itaque 
credebant Verbis mendacibus Hominum naucif JSellamque 
indieebant IfraeL 

Hift Jefchuae, /«j-. 95, 96, 97. 

" glory 
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<* glory to the Truth, affirmed aH that was con- 
^ tained in Jehuja's Epiftlc to be notorious Lyes and 
*> Falflioods ; as alfo that Numbers, in Jeru/alim 
*• itfelf, were come over to Jefus, and had revolted 
** againft the King. On this News the People of 
** ^ cut the Throats of many wife Citizens who 
** had been Enemies to J^/usj and continued the 
^* War as vigoroufly as ever againft the I/raelites.** 

Behold, Moruica^ a Series of Fa<Sls, of which no 
other Author, Pagan or Chriftian^ ever fpake a 
Word. It is really matter of Surprize, how a Per- 
fon ever fo well trained to lying, could, without 
blufhing, give fuch a Romance as this to the World 
as true Hiftory. This Rabbi ought at leaft to have 
given fome Appearance of Truth to his Fi£lions» 
Inhere never was any thing fo ill contrived, fo in- 
connected, or fo con trad i5ory, as to fay, that the 
Difciples of Jefut were ftoned ; that the Inhabitants 
of JeruTalem were pleafed therewith \ that People 
from Jt came and faw the dead Body o^Jefus ; and 
yet that thefe very People fliould fight moft zealouf- 
ly in his Quarrel. Have not the Nazarenes all thd 
Keafon in the World to treat our Rabbies as a Crew 
of Impoftors, and to decry Judaijm^ becaufe built 
upon their Writings, and confequently refting on a 
wretched Mafs of Lyes, ridiculous ridlions, and 
groundlefs Calumnies ? 

If all our Brethren of the Houfe of Ifrael were 
of the fame Difpofition with the Caraites, they 
would not ftand in fear of any fuch Reproaches. 
Our Faith is grounded folely on the facred Scrip- 
tures. Our Oracles alone are infallible, and there- 
fore we are never deceived. In order to defend our 
Caufe againft the Chriftians, we are not obliged to 
have recourfe to Frauds unworthy of an honeft Man. 
They attack us from the Scriptures, and in the fame 
Scriptures we find Matter for our Defence. If they 

could 
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could once prove to our Satisfaftion the Prophecies 
to be accompliftied, we fliould readily go over to* 
their Faith. But we do not conceive this poflible, 
that the great Lamp of Ifrael fhould as yet have 
(bined amongft us. When he (hall appear, his Light 
Ihall be vifible unto all. It will be to no purpofe to* 
fiiut our Eyes. His Rays will pierce through the 
thickeft Darknefs ; and therefore we ought not to^ 
fuppofe the Mejpahy coming to free all the Jews^ 
fiiould leave the greateft Part of them in Ignorance 
and filindnefs. 

This, dear Moncica^ is the capital Argument a- 
eainft the Nazarenes. They fay the MeJJiah is come. 
What good has he done the Jews? For from them^ 
and for them, the Scriptures fay he was to come in- 
to the World. However, all forts of Mifchiefa 
have fallen on our Nation. We are all driven from 
JerufaUm. The Temple of the living God is de- 
ftroyed. Sacrifices are no longer offered. We are 
a Prey to the Malice, Hatred, and Cruelty of all 
Nations. Are thefe the Bleffings promifed oh the 
Coming of the Mejftah? Is this the fhining Star 
which was to illuminate Ifrael^ which was to bring 
us Profperity without End? Our Miferies prove but 
too ftrongly, that our Redeemer is not come. When 
he fhall truly appear, the Nazarenes themfelves will 
eafily know him by the Favours which he will be- 
llow upon us. He fhall lead us forth out of Slavery, 
and our Liberty, our Glory, our good Fortune, 
fhallbecome fuch fhining Evidences, as to convince 
even the mofl obflinate and the mofl infatuated of 
our Enemies. 

Farewell, dear Monceca^ live content and happy, 
and depend -on my giving you, in my next, fome 
farther Remarks on the impertinent Work of. this 
Rabbinical Impoflor. 

Cdir^. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CLX. 

I s A A c O N I s. Car ait e^ formerly a Rabbi at 
Conftantinople, /^AaronMonceca. 

T. Promifed you, dear MoncecOy to write to you 
I once^ffain, on the Head of the Abfurdities an4 
Falfities which the Rabbins have inferted in the Life 
of the Legiflator of the Naxarenes. I &all begin 
with a Pafl^ge which follows that I copied .in my 
laft, and which the fliamelefs, ridiculous Hiftoriatt 
continues in thefe Terms ♦• 

*• The 

• Rex ergo fcf iapientes per/picientesy A'itas IfraelitU 
fttperioref e^vadere, &f adaugert etiam ^gmen Hominum im^ 
piijjimorum, (erant hi Fratres ^ Cognati Je/uJ Confilia 
iwvicem ineunt Jehudamque rogant^ quid optimum Fa^u 
tSL Re difficili Jihi njideretur ? Refpcndit Jehuda: Ecce 
Avunculus Jelu eft Simeon Hakkalph, qui iti^em eft 
Senex venerabilis admodum. Tradite, fultis, ci Nomen 
Immenfum, & ablegate ilium Ai, ibi ut patret Miracula, 
Civibufque edicat, omnia ilia fe facere (tt^» nj^n ^r. 
Ai'tae vero opiniabuntnr, diccre ilium velle iir?» ott^i, 
in Nomine Jefu ; cam Explicatio tamen Vocularum h^ 
pri ambigua fit, atque adeo apta nata ad decipiendos 
ilia Ai'tas : nam njTT h'H (quod notare etiam poteft ex 
Mente Je/u, in Nomine Jefu J Stylo Rabblnico eft pa?^ 
D1J«, Phrafis quas cxprimit AAum, quern coadns quis 
& invitus db urgentem Neceffitatem fufcipit. Viri ver6 
Ai'ta credent Verbis Simeonis, Avunculus Jefu cum fit. 
Oportet autem perfuadeat Simeon illis, in Mandatis ^i 
dedifie Jefumedicere iis ne bellig^rarent cum Jfraelitis, 

.cum 
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** The King and the Wifcmen about him, ob- 
*' ferving that the Aiians grew every Day more 
^* powerful, and that the Number of Innovators 
** and impious Perfons encreafed continually, 
** among whom the Relations of Jejus eminently 
** diftinguiflied themfelves, deliberated ferioufly 
*' what Meafures it became them to take; invitin|; 
** Jehuda to Council, and intrdatmff him to give 
*< hi« Advice freeljK To which J^da anfwered 
*^ thus : Behold Simeon Hakkalph, Umk to Jefus. 

cum Jefus ipfemet Vindidam de illis fumpturus eflet. Jf* 
fnhabat Jt hoc Ounfflium Regi IS Sapientihuu Accerfunt 
itoftte Simebnemi iuijue Rim totam enarrant. Re/pondit 
timein: Jurate mihi fan£te, Hxredem me faturam Se-i- 
ckIi rentirL TMic ibo ego labens, illifque proponam 
Statuta non bona, atque ceflare faciam Bellumnb Ifraele. 
^mrdm troinde Sapientes isf Seniores Simeoni^ eijtie com-- 
mitiunt Nominis Immtnfi Arcanum facraujjimum. 

Abiiu ergo Simeon$ isf cum prope jam At effet^ tffimxit 
Vubeculnni aliQuam minorem\ Tonrtrubvfque IS JFulgetris 
^ inde emijpst ipje Nubecula in/edit ^ Mugituque Tonitru^ quo' 
Ait as perctlleret, editOy in hac Verba fart coepit : Audite, 
Tiri Ai'ta, Convenite ad Turrim Ai'ticanij & ibi prae- 
fcribam vobis Statuta Jefchii. Aita, Koce hac audita per^ 
terrefaQi^ undine ad Turrim ifiam concurrunt. Et ecu 
Simeon fertur fupra Nubem. De/cendit 'vero pofted de 
Nube in Turrim ; fcf *viri Aitee ft coram eo profiernunt. 
Dicit autem Simeon: Ego fum Simeon Hakkalph, Avun- 
culds Jefchu. Jefus vero convenit me, mcque ad vos 
amandavit, ttt edocercm vos Statuta ejus; nam Jefus 
Filius Dei eft. Ego porro Simeon edocebo vos Leg^m 
Jefu, Statuta nova. Edidit 'vero Simeon in ConfpeBu eo^ 
rum Signa &f Portent a magna. Ait a Proin Verbis Simeo^ 
nis Fidem adhibuerunt, eique dixerunt : FaClemus, & ob- 
ftquemur omni, quod praecepturus es nobis. Simeon ait : 
Recipite vos in i^es veftras. Omnes ergo Aita JEdei- 
fuas repetunt^ Simeon autem in Turri Attica refidebat^ 
£jf conJcrHfebat Statufa ilia, J>rout ei edixerant Rex tf 
• - ' Sapienios, 
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" He h a moji vnurable old Man. Difcover U him 
^< all the Mmeries and all Properties of the AlU 
** powerful Name. JVhen you have done allthis^ let 
** him go immediately to the Citizem of Ai; let him 
^' perform before their Eyes Signs and Wonders j and 
*• let him fajj Thefe Things I do by the Power of An^ 
** other, the People of that City will undoubtedly 
*• believe he does all thts by the Power ^ of JeAw j tb^ 
*« Phrafe being exactly calculated to deceive tirenu For 
*< thefe Words^ By the Power, or through the Vir- 

Sapientes. Immutabat etiafn Alphabetumt aliifyue Lite^ 
ras Nominibut fnfigniehatf ad dandum taciti Indicium^ 
omnia qua pracepturus erat Mendacia fore. Hoc nferm 
Alphahetum eft quod iUe cudit : a, be, ce, de, e» ef, cha^i 
i, ke, ely em, en, o, pe, ka, er, es, te, w, icx, etzet,. 
ztx. Et hac Explicatso ejus: M3K Pater mtus eft £. 
fail, t)*yi yv Venator, h lafTas ille erat : 8e ecce Filii 
gu8 credunt in Jcftim, qui ^k3 »n vivit ut Deus. Suf- 
/ocetur Anima illorum; qnia Deo pM OH non eft 
Mater, Jefus vero habebat Matrem : fed o*)ip>n)|l ^ 
^poi tt^yoi )yn Epicureus, Sedudor, Sec. 

Confcripfit infuper in Ufum illorum Libroi mendaciffsmos^ 
eofque ntocavit *]V^n pr, Iniquitatem Confumptionis. 
Putayerunt vero illi, eum dicere |V^J flH f. d. Pater^ 
Sc Fiiius, Sc manifeflatus Spiritus S, Et confcripfit illis 
etiam htbros Nomine Difdpulorum Jefut i^ fpeciatim Jo- 
hannis : Dixit mero Je/um omnia ilia fibi tradidiffe. Nee 
abfque Intentioue fingulari concinnarvit Li brum johannis. 
Illi prpin putahant Myfteria ea ejfe^ cum tamen omnia ilia 
nonfint nifiVanitas^ & Figmentum Cordis: uti quie (*u. g.) 
fcripfit in illo Libro Johannis, cap. xiii. Johannem vidif-^ 
it Beftiam aliquam, cui foernht feptem Capita, Sc decern' 
Cornaa, cum decern etiam Coronis; Nomen^ue Beftiae 
eft Nomen blafphemise, Sc Numerum Nommis Beftias 
efle 666, Hie Verborum Sen/us eft: Bellia hate eft Jefchu. 
Nazarenus ; Ei funt feptem Capita^ tot nimirum Liter a ^ 
funt in binis Vocabulis h'tfce nyj )tt^', lie 

Hill. Jefchu«, /^^. loo— 115, 

** tuc 
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•« tttc of Another, iff^ly^ ik the Rabbinical Style^ 
M aSing bf Ctnjhrjint^ and; 'is «P tiw#, under the 
^ DireMm tf Amtherl Bffeni mlL '^Mbt^^ tke Citi- ' 
^' tbenl^of 'Ai triil' give entire ertdirt$ » whtft Bimeon, 
.^ ^UMe^f'JtfutiJhaltfaf to ^emy^nd^tlkn be 
♦f ^t^^perfuade Aem^ that it ip \tlH>^ ff^l '^ Jefus 
f^ iUurjii ^JheuUt^tfii^^ tOf per/echt0 ^e Ift^lites, * hcaufe 
* *t fpbdd vkftnz^ hlfmifin^m exhnpktry manner. 
^' TheMCJAg^j ai& all the Wiftftiten^^o weie with 

** Tbi^ifeAtiiiitoUlf (weld Smeon^ fliid.deelared 
^ to him in they hii(YefbIv«l upom ^tuf*4o me^ 
*« feid^ he^^ ^<7/ I jhaU nevet Jiiffier Hepr&oih here- 
^ ^^r; ^on^ccet^nt' opwhm you ctfnmand me^' mnd I 
«* Jbalt ^hey- ^OU in alt^ Things vHtk P-klfurt, I will 
*• Jiad pur £n^ies into crimikd) O^nions^ and will 
*•* onggge them to put an end io the U^a^thiy cw^ry on 
*5 agmnji yotu The Wifemen aftd Eldci« iwore 
«^'t;hdki tO-£fm^^*as 4ye^had defiled, tSlfAl 'revealed 
«' unto him the Myfteries of the All-p<$Vjferful 
^* Nstme', *' •' '' "'-^ '^ r-'' '^ ^'^'^ ^^^ 
w^^^iffc* feidtif' immediately I ^ft«* whwh^he^came 
« 'lftt0 the Neighbouthbod' ot ^^, ^ foittWd'^* thifek 
^ dark' Glotfd, whehce tighthiftgk pfey^'cotiti- 
« riually. tid placed himrelf th^reup6n iaild fpoke 
« tbetlce tdthePediple thus: [Ueaf me'^ y^ Ikhabi^ 
« tanU of K\% ehttan Jff^^y ai^fhe^Fodt^of the 
•* Tower^^and f mil' inform you of kheXhrrithands of 
«< JefelS4 ' The InhabittfhtSv feJctrcihcly^ ' frighted, 
« ran^tigethef in 06udi;' iS/«i^<>» ^rtdirtj^ o» his 
f* Cloud, cahie alfo tintotthe tfemt/ Places >nd de- 
« fc^dediatbft cyntheT'oWe*^. 'The ©Wzeiw of 
««=7f/'proflfrated tHettfelVes'aifWi 'Pefetf and he 
« then fpake io thcnVafti*f^thf^'TTiAinei*t^ I ^ 5/- 
« m^eif Hakkal^^ 'Uricl^^to Jifus^'v/hoestthh to me 
*' lately, and fent me linto y86, >tO JriWm you of • 
*« his Willi he is the Son of God, and I will teach 

" you 
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'^ you his Law. Then did he many ftrange Mi- 
<^ racles ; infomuch that the Inhabitants of At be- 
<^ lieved him, and faid, We will obey y9u in what- 
*' ever jeu command \ and whatever jm dire£f Uf^ 
^^ that will we do, Simeon thereupon ordained, that 
^' they (houid retire to their Houfes; while be, 
'^ remaining in the Tower, compiled wicked and 
^' prejudicial Laws, according as he had promifed 
^< the King and the Elders. He changed likewife 
'* the Alphabet, and gave new Names to the Let- 
^^ ters, to ferve as a fecret Index, that all he taught 
'^ them was Lies and Impoftures. Now the Al- 
'' phabet he invented ran thus : a^ he^ ce^ de^ r, 
*' efy cha^ /, key eU fm^ en^ Oj /, quy /r, efs^ /f, 
*' », /Vjr, etzety %et. Of which this is the Jtxpli- 
*' cation : My Father was Efau the Hunter^ and he 
** was fainty &c. . He compofed aJfo many Books 
** in the Names of the Difciples of T^efus \ and par- 
'* ticularly, the Revelations in the Name of Jobn^ 
" tier 

Do you think, dear Monceca^ that among the 
Tales of the Fairies , there is any thing more ridi- 
culous than this Tale of Hakkalph ? Is it poffible 
for Man to devife a more mon (Irons or more ab- 
furd Story than the extravagant Fiftion of the Law, 
given from an high Tower by a Perfon riding thi- 
ther on a Cloud. The Oath he exa£led of the £l- 
ders, that the Fraud he ufed againfi the Dwellers in 
Ai fhould not prejudice his Salvation, and their Pro- 
mife thereupon, is it not wounding all Morality to 
the Ciuick r Where is, I will not fay the honeit 
Man^ but where is the Villain, who will dare to 
maintain, that it is lawful, under colour of ferving 
any Religion, to deceive a wnole People, and per- 
fuade them to commit the g eateft Crimes, under 
colour of obeying the Will of God ? 

Vol. IV. P This 

A 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



314 ^^^ Jewish Spy. Let,i6o. 

This Rabbinical Hiftortan had Notions no way 
' reconcLleable to Equity or right Reafen. tit feems 
that he was as much a Cheat aa^^JUar^ ^n4 thdt 
he ^approvedy in his Hmn^ any^ fort ^ S^uds 
which might turn to Advantage. Of thisy^ nothing 
can be a ftronger Inftance than the foUoi^ifig^ Paf- 
<agB, in bisx>wn Words ♦. " Rabbi Ak,. ftys he, 
*' went to Na%ar€thf and informed bin^felfwhete 
" MeMTia^ ^e Wife of Karthat^ dwelt. A^ focfh 
^^'^s Jie knew it^ he tranfpofted himMftl^er, 
^< andfoand Miruim all alone, her Huibandfoeitrg 
^^ '. gone abroad. Daughur^ faid he^ it i$ If thefpt- 
** ikd-fofOAur 9f HiOfven ihdt I hav^fiimd you ahne^ 
^< ynur. J^i/bmid4ning 4fh-oad, I ionjure feu U ull 
<* m^ truly your Adveraurei-s and if ym inform me 
*' Pffth^ Jp^^^fi y^ t^MiaJUng UappiHefs. RabK 
*^ A&9;4dfo tofatisfy her, gave berbiA c)sith;i bat 

' * J?% JK igiHtr Niutareilmm it^ htfue lofofis iJrUt in- 
§mfiiU- nUn^mi babitet Mezatiat Cetyngio rjutt^j ciim 
jC»r(ka$* M^nftrapi imdigenS HabbinohiJ^deij^i^ cum 
mdiijfft 4^^ n9n^€findit ibi Maritumi /td^lfjtortm fo- 

n^ini Providentia effe^lum eft <ju6i Maritys tauyDomi 
non iic. Ego itaque te per fiomiritun Dleiim dittof urn 
adjiiro, tit edicas mihi.^uae Stbdia toar'^'Snti* i fue- 
jpifat'^h^^ tibique (fidehter Gefta ftai^rariti) f^nSedSe- 
eolaW foturtim. ReJj>ondit eiUxar: Ja««a; qtf^f^ mihi 

Set Nt^en Domini. Jusjurandum hcnf^im^fra^ftat 
\ AK^ Or9 fnot fid <lorde illud^ mUum fc^ Tunc 
Uw'rfta^HiiMm loquitur i Mtriam e^o 4ilBi»-8ovor Sime- 
onis Hakkalphy Uxor Papi. Au&gi ver6t.cu|^ Jofe- 
ph^ Pand^a^ & pxocreavit ille ex me Libero^ fpurio.s 
BeUileheme. £0 aotem Tempore, quo« Her^des illuc 
venit nos lapidaturus^ \xi ^gyptum fugimu^^. Ibi cum 
Ingfaveiceret Annona, hue revertimur, ^(Sminaque 
noft]^ immutamns, ne nofccrent nos Homines. Htee 
4um audiffit R. jfK, Vtftes la^eravh ftqut itti edixit, ^c, 
Hi&» Jefchuas, /. 24. (j 25. 

•* it 
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*' furc; and thenceforward Simeon never flirred 
** from the Court of that Prince ♦." 

I would alk yoo, dear Almcfca^ did I wong, to 
embrace the prudent Sentiments of th^ Curaitasy 
and. ought J to have JPe ted m a Seft, tji^pxipcipal 
Doftors whereof efpoufe fuch abfurd Impertine^r 
cies ? If one ftudied to invent a Fable, capable of 
turning a whole Work into Ridicule, could one 
have fucceeded better than this Rahbi ? I do not 
believe, that in all Ariojio^ there is a more whimfi- 
cal Vifion than this of carrying Men, whom we 
would deftroy, into the Air in a Cloud, and then 
breaking their Necks from thence. A Perfon 
irefted with fuch Pbwers, who knew not how to open 
new Roads through the Air, did he ftand in need 
of fuch an extraordinary Expedient as this, to put 
iiich Criminals to Death? He might queftionlefs 
have pun ifhed them in a common Method^ he who 
had fuch Gifts, and not have troubled himfelf to 
carry Folks along in a Cloud ; and then hazard the 
laming fome hon'eft Man, by throwing him down 
on his Head. Surely, furely, my Friend, none 

• Turn Simeon Hakk^^i €ulit Regem, akque: Domine 
ReXy concede mihi, & removebo ego neqaiffimos hoc 
Homines ex Hierofolymis. RefponMt Rex Simeon : Va- 
dc; Dominus tecum fit, Simeon ergo, clantulum fe ad 
Nebulones conferenSf Us ait: Surgite; afcendamas Ai', ic 
ibi videbitis Prodigia, quae ego edidi njri hit Jefu, 
quaeque infuper faAurus ibi fam, ^idam igitur Hemi- 
num turpijpmorum Ai eunt, ^uidam etiam Nubi juxta 
Simeonem imfofiti Hiero/olymam linquunt. In liinere 'vero 
contigit ut Simeon Nube weQus decernerei in Terr am illos 
dejicere ; ^ ceciderunt Homines illi nullius Frugi de Nube^ 
ae morinntur. Simeon vera, Hiere/ofymam refefens, Regi 
Negotium enarraty Rexque de to geevi/us efi. Ex ed vero 
M^, ^ pofledf nen recejfit Simeon ex Aula Regis ufyue ad 
Miaortem/uam. Hiil. Jefchux, p. 125, I26» 

but 
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but a Rabbi would ever hav€ been fuch a Viiionary, 
as tp think of raining Men. i..: 

Fafewell, live content and happy, and majr the 
great God cover thee with Proi^ritics:, give tlie« 
perfeft Health) and the Vi^ory over '^Ui thy >£«•- 
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A. 

yfBARBANELj Rabbi, his Commtnt^rics on the 

^^/jl lefTer Prophet?, p, 175. -y<fu;i forbid to rcvi 
them, /^. His Charatter, ib. Grand Fuaerj^ 
for him at Padua^ 1 76. 

JJtirahum^ Rabbi, bis abfurd DoArine as to Satyrs, 7. 

AiSions, the moil Importaot do not fonetioief correfpond 
with the Difcourfe of the Performers, 74. 

Addifon, much inferior to Racme^ 198. Has improved 
the Englijh Tragedy, 199. Hort his CMio by a cold 
Scene of Love, 203. liie principal Charaftef in that 
Tragedy the finefl that ever appeared qu the Stagie, 
204. 

Adrian the Emperor facked 980 Town, and burned 
480 Synajojpies in Judea^ x88. The Prayer of th^ 
7fwj ag»inft him» 288. His exceilive Cruelty at 
Jerufalfm and at Bitttr^ 290. Caufes Jews to V^ 
fold like fieaHs, 291. Reafoa of hii Hatred towards 
them, 292* 

Ad'verfitf requires gr^^t Strength of Mind to ensure it» 
190. 

Agamemnon^ the Butcher of bis Family, 6j« 

AgmoMf the Hermetick Philofopher, 239. 

Agrippa procured to Augiifius mod of his Glory, %i\. 

Aif Jew^ Fables concerning that City and its Inhabi- 
Unu,,305, ^c, jiq, feTr. 

Ajax no better than a Madman, 63. 

Air^ ^x Feet thereof firikc the Senfes no more thaii 
one, 3. Full of Bodies, though it appears fmpty, ik. It* 
Weight obfcrvcd, 144. 

Akiba^ a very learned Jf^% 177, 17S, 179, Firft 

Compiler of the Deuter^f^ or Jtvdjh TrftditioQS, 

178. His Writings fadly iptwolw^ 1 79«i P^ferv^ 
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INDEX. 

Convert! tk« witQ^ifiarl •f Rvckifier, aad publi(het ft 
Book of it, 155. 
Burrbm f^Hfit^Mi^ ^witii grVAt €«fMK;itf> 212. Hit 



Crt^tfAr, fome Notions thereof iifqt imj)<!rflibhe, i^ Con- 
vitfation orrthis^bjt^^, 238. 

Cahalifts, their Fiftions hippiljr appHed^ bV "MVV "Pope^ 
]rc4. ' '^A terrtcd Dlftourfc on thtJr'Svttcft^, ^38, 
Their Writings exceeding obfcur e, ^zy^. '^ftettfois af- 
ftgned' for thi?, /^^' ' l^df fH'ih Eitmcht goes under 
yarioai Names, 242. Keys of their particular Styles,. 
243. Few obtain the grand Secret, 244.' Their La- 
bours compared to thofc of Jafon^ 244. They arQ 
'however of fome Ufc in difcovering ufefal Secrets, 246. 

Cadies, Turkifif, makifomctini6sfrfet witli'ReVtUtlOn, 187,. 

Caiib, ^iiiany ^imarii^s fetiJcd thcrt, 1 gii,- ' ' ' ' 

C^A?//. the wlK -Saylnj; bf'an Eh^fii <!)fficcr on the 
'#m^a|rt*rts»iPfacc to the'Frrtrr*. 55. ' 

CirM*;"how farihc fwg/j^ hai^ adoptWTiis Sentiments, 
133. 

Carai/tt, the Eaduckh MM 'flrft tHdf OpitJion?, 41.^ 
The only trtie 9>wj' fin their owir OpiWon) in the 
:WorW, 187.'^ ' '^'-" •■'',; ■ ^ 

Canafeszit long prefervi^d-founcl ^ffi ftmef Pliccs, 226% 
Strange Inftance ziThouhmft, 30.'**'^ "'. 

Carltjle, Earl of, very badly treated hi ^Uta^ 58, ^c* 

Caroline f Q^aetn of England, hcr Praifes, i$7»' 

Catfefidnr 'cbmpare, without reafon^ Mailebranche ta 
Locke, 147. Their Opinion as to the Eifence of the^ 
9otil a^ed, ^264. Argtiinents for and a^aiiifl their 
Opinion on the Effcnce of Matter, ibid, 

Catifohi^; MtqdihU in that Cotratry terrible Villains, 64. 

Cathtri/it, Sf. a gr^at Diredlrcfs of the Maid of Orle^' 
ans\ it^ti ^c •/ ' \^ *-' ' •' 

CatuUus, a better Poet than Waller i ' 1r 53. 

Cecilia, St. fuptliW tfi8 Pl^ce of Mwrt;^, 7t. 

CertiJicdt'^^cz^i^^t^^tmitx&M^ 127, Ijf. ' 

Cafaf,^uliui, no better than an ill oftrioai Robber, 64 > 

Ca/arius, a (opetfiitiouaMonks, lSu 

P 6 O^ 

. Digitized by VjOOQIC 



I N. D. E. x; 



^7' ~"'rV.\:'.'fMsx<-^.'S ,«%.«#»-: 



mirer of Afo/«r«5««/Wl?."'" 



y Google 



I N D E X. 



y Google 



INDEX. 

Km abMaMy void oi'Gcninh litt^Gatekfe m D^cenqr^ 

Dapie/y Father, a valuable Wiif«r» i^tt;* x'^^i :d;^uo v 
Patron, 71, 72. !;4.. . 

Ddtorj, infokant, MsiM^ dc«^ oi]» tka appamttc^^^krii. 
Mp of theij.aW4i|g^HA^«)l«te, >f7^. ./^ -..' n.A w. . 

acknowledge a future State, 42. ^ ^o^ 

Der Cofpj tine Rtitdrar'^of WiiW^hyv- l^sv^v^^Oked 
agiiaA^^^j^/^,JV^. Hit Wii^ngtfckraridtiy th^y«* 
fifii; tjf rtbe J^»f3fij/i^.i444 4«pwkr Dih^^&Mi^liife* 

^ iVatmei^^^^, Hit E»Oelle<»dt^ aodvhid lEw^i^, 
14&.1 Looked «» Aniniah '8^ ^erciMacliMiaB"^ ^d^ 
I^s ^lala6>phy loiei^s ilMlk d^ry Dtty^^ ^5^ s i ^ 
Pcatftt^wigiaalJf cCfmpo<e^'b/^^^iii<^ 198- «^v ' * 
Dioftri(^ reattered aindiv S^wtice by i^irj (?i»»rti4 1^^^ ^^ 
Dirracbium^ Ot {>urmMiil ^' Sa^kw^ < ^k^Oitcd i tbiSa 4» 

Bi/cQuafis af Mea con^[*ond tittle «*riih l*th- iA^iiW»a|i74, 
Di*viMity^ tht wifeft of ttoAiiei«iits4t&dJti%rV(i^i]itftN6- 
tions concerning^ jc, ad« 'We-brt/ tiirbcl&ycar^tli^ 
tkey> 21, J ■ ' ^' iM^vi\ \d b^uj-' 

2>0ai^^v the IHrtk^place ctf^^thillMlridiiJCMl^^ 
Z)<7f;^/, EarUof, iwueaqelliiflr A«gi^<fd^> V^6^wi^jr 3 
i>ry<^« haamendcd tha -fii»|^1f>Jigedy;i ig^pi^fi^ -j - * 

."; ;>" -■ -.'-I'^rJ. fi" -i- .:.Vi ;ni Ao r. itw. y (WsiVt . 

Compared tct jBiTiMii}', H. The g6orf wo'l^thV fene- 
ration, p *bad cd 'be CcA^dinined, ihi' :%^'miMd 
they canSfeti^rftcWiei^g'6, <Gr^W©}lofWrsVp^'6!ick 
Qjjiet, i54.''^haft? Wm(ni MfttU^ 

£^.»^ IW\)f m&ifi/, % ^'/a^c -Moii^^^flince, 

106. ■ Bep8rfidf#.^-^ ''^^ £^' ,i^>2iuu:;i x"> 
Education, Politenefs defttbrtMf ^ttlkiS/ ^^;' hft. 
EfimJiij anpogft Afoi neoaflftry to e^conc^e Tr^e, ^^ 

Egjlitianiy 
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Sgytiwmi^ A<ir i 3«mbi} ^(f*\bed^ 71*' Make a& h>| 
votive Tablets, ih. Embalmed ^heir Dead, 75. 
Wrought only for Kir/n^, >ih. . ^ 

£^«ih»il)ie Jfth Sie»fiAt^rtli0 ChemiiU* wby fo caUed^ 
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Judgmomt^ )6u^ Theii -M^mmt ^GiUpoB iDCMfiAen* 

theinreliiti^ ( anil thei^ CiiioffBsltoifhdre of^fo r^^ac r > , 
Mt^niiD vBlnch Scttiigcra. arttjidveiiidiftith^<thanuq96* 

Hate tb»^«f>'4krrib btoeft<ve1y9£/M^. I'^aoire qfui^^ 

War8^iidiJtbtt)NMk)D^!iiuf Gremnffs ^rn&i(dl Tittl6 

' td ; tMn 1 Bjrflett itti ^tmme,\^^ Tvadr .^rhiglk eftidm 

five CO Fifliions, />. LitigioQs and Lorers of Qlii* 
cuy, /liofto 1 Veff.tti4t> o# FdfewWicnesacty i^- r; Eye* 
ry Mao hath a Religion to himfdf, 104. Lefs filly 

. i^m xaktt Naciont, ti. Readily rejedl fooliOi old 
Q^ookMi'XO^, Not nice in DrtU^ ib. Mutinous 

. to«rardi their Goveraors, 106. Limited Authoiity of 
their Princes, 107. Ihe Law is properly their 
Jadge, ib. Lovers of Truth, 115^. Cultivate the 
Sciences, 118. Peculiar Privilege of their Nobi€»« 
120* Fancy their learned Mtn fiiperior to olhi^a.^ 

• in .ail Sciences, A4K Ti>}riN9lio»^«JKtm}Md^ l^^^ 

• Formerly as much in the Dark as th^^rN^igbbdurfi^ 
145. Owe their Improvements in Phiiofophy to the 
French f ib. Their fceptical Writers fall fhort of the 
Frencby i^i. Have 00 good Hiftorians, 152. More 
addiaed to Party thaitA^; J«fiiftsHAjtofefi'^»f«**>i^>fiar 
certain ^QOr gOod.^til QpiniOn .o>(4hij?lfelyMil05iWi«e 
H(flktW)Jha/Affiwr» roif> fewigaftrsi^ ,X5 j» nHwM^c^eJT 
kiilif(Mt6^ii^>i.viSU(Cina(AQti«iMP$j9f tj^ mf^faf^^i^, 
153, i^c. Their Care in improving V^lJ^xJM^tH 
fa&lrtMim^9. ;TheJrrf'&J^(Wli* :.H ^^Bftftfak, ,,\li^o, 
HavANf^bftiMiit^d uCaispIi|»«uiftiNiiHftiHfcd^ ^fi^mf^thr 
tl»lS)ef*sbmdl<lkfblfefhSfO, fl(^'<?d'i;i«iitbleexeroo- 
nla^«jlfccKjQj:cftfef^8gft}a?ikitetrrfl»Uc^i4dv^ 

as ihofe of che P^ii|iSs^,^^viJ8crfwifM«»tftli4h^iBxe. 
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Fpnfain^ Mr. hh iufenoy ^^W^Jkn^mt^d CM0nm,:%^^^ 

Convertad^it^ Hourjol.Death,. r^^. .. 
Fonimms^ Ahhkt <k8«' Confined and whipped twice a d»y 

uEJ^^f aio. 
F9rn$t C9Ur«i» tke CaoTc wby Bodks weigh in. propQr- 

liqoi^. tk«< Matter ^th^ ^oocuo, 147. Eirft d^Qver- 

/Afifrr^ uFMlier, .a JefiMf» qoarmls ^int)v>bi3 BredMfi» 

j^i t Ap]peal1t« iiiMrfy i^ Forced to %• Par//, ih^ \ 
FwMttdt^ M the ff^wi bm^d thence^ ii. 
Fatuity iktk' F^ikem($f 5^, Civiltz« the Mt^bt^i^, 
^ ;P7^ Whf ia^och «le^ed and- hand ml^ S^gimf, 

96, {!fr. NatQFeofahetr Waia A«i(lV^Jth«i^gy^«a<i 
.^^kffMaN4o98,, flW. food ol roa^OAou wdvEm- 

ploymentB, 116. Kaow not twktt tme F^uiotUm 

better than the EngUfl?^ zoi. Gallant by Nature, ib^ 

iiloilaMMh uidiae#ta the Oaoit^ Aw^ att. TM^ 

Crantes^^ady ti^'tiini J>«w ctar^taafc thab ILittf^ if. 

ijtti^ Ad4<fr^ilMMMiiitth#4Mdof O^^ 

Jlrm^fr Refugees, their QmAiib^f* tMn a nai .Jiifa 

i^itM^ lianginqia, MZI^ ^ptlftini ijr ffOiBri C ii |>|tt i Uii 
by Ms Pmie^/k$ Xidiadts, aas* ^^^ tS^* - 

i^oettdhgr^td^iitqSftgMMrtfti^' 1^ 1^^ U^ilft^de- 

thisBour, ib. .^^ «23"^' 

(Sflg^lhi^hfti ilU|3tDaaiil^^o^4#elkrO'ie«lMPih« S<9hooI« 
men, 1 4;. Inferior to Nfwtm^^^t Utp^mf^Mofibeu 
\p%^\ ^Hii^i-LaboMI tfii^tbinb^k ^h^^l^^a^edcks^ 
ibiil. 
Gasca^ Samariians rtM^ikerCf 182. 
GtzeuSf, (A^ilimus) Jefuit, Jlii Vorfes cited, Jo, jt. 

. The Compiler of a good majoy filly Stpriei, 181. 
Gtorge, Sc. is properly th^ sA/o^v^^iUb rif^Hd7|Wi^ 
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iHl ,e3ii03fi yilti yngfii boov c lo i3:j rrnoj txi 1 

&W, the Mountain whence the Gaffes were prodacM 
hyU^ifej, 182. ' 

Hebre*w^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IN D EX. 

Hebrewy the ancient Charaaers prcferved by Samaritans, 
183. The modern introduced by E/dras^ %b. 

//*«5y fi*I.i. affiiflioawd by^€/Bmim, 79, Y^6; -Pelt a 
Vt^Urt tOcMs Minioaa^ ail. t * v' ^ n.n : 

Hm9i4V4 oi Frmae ^tiett^ before att ^Hnoet^ 42* 
Commended exceflively, 63. Almoft adoml^fcyrjlie 
^i^M|or» ^o< liiinDeath ftrtiff^y>nfettged,^77^^ <&«« 
thfiivby^tFti>vid€cceaiuui htfman Juftice, m < • -n£w ^ 

jF/if^n^ Vll. Emperor, poifoned by a Dominican ^iii4he 

Hn-eticks^ defperate Confeqaences of the 'BopifliMiOBm 
that they ought to be^/ei^errimmted^ 1%. Th^fo^wllO 
ar^ ie(i«MfliedVifif Aich mi one ^'ocma^'U'et^litlii GM^o* 
•-4^^lo fdofcbecp4^^^86s.'-> ' '^■A^^o:^ v{i3v £ ,^\iw\\^\.V' . 

Hirnusj an Hermetick Philofopher, 243. -Of i fivLi\s\ 

Hifvgl, jKkspMre fheniStf/;»Mi^ tIm^ ayMked>(Rdigi«B^irf 
y^wtAAnd /^tf» Ritc», ^5; - -i '^ i rn : v;; 

J^tr^S^ifH^ jt 6eaoQfktkeiv^ Maflo^ JUfKgieil.Qfd^ tfi%e 
Badduceti joined them in time, thU $e6t fal|Mi<lkt)liA 

Werarehy^ Ramijh^ Hill prefovcd hi thr^fU^H^ao^oS^ 

worthy of Efteem, ib. The /V»«^ ♦w^r^ aiiiifii'««l» 
di^ed to PaflioD in their Accounts of the civil Warr^ 
ib. Too often relate impertinent Tales, 25 3 . 
H»bber, a Fri^iidaMMiiiBW> 6fi Gaj^j^ 144.^^ Xnfst^ 
^ a^^fhiih, to ^pixro^ rraaditd Dn^p^ ih Renttvka 
on fotoeldf'liis AViritivig), if^. o? H«uar.^ j^boW 
Helland, ita Inhal>itant8 pkw hott^^riPtal^kvnf^.floEn- 
dfewidirtwith good, Seufey 6o* The^.'Clcr^ JrtwwVno 
Few^r.df isetifecutingv tberey ^) liappyiConiS^eDcea 
of (jhlsill^dcaatiob, ^. . ns ^)^^oq^(H 
HQpm$ Mi H^robs /iiqioiw and Mt ovti^inxnefts^ 6a^ o y 
//^fvsrr qittdi in Ndefenbe of Raiilety^ 31; ^^ <t?Du^tnwJ* • 
J¥i^/<^/V->{^ya^ri3&aiw^>^';poblijft»ad>^i^ widi a 

L^f/y Tranflation afid J^^lfiv^ 'ebihiiiioitiip (ikif^ample 
Rilutatntv o&tiie ^<uK^{AoitiaiKecoacd>«iHg tbe Life 
and Aflions of 7* ^* 296. Copious Citaticps frc)m 
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Iheria^ Chevalier of, a Jcind^ofii>A«/J^/r0if)ihi'the C0Ui« 
oiS^ain, Frtf. . A miferaMo TraaicvilMr ofldHe ^T>\t' 
tionaries of il/<7r#r/ and QotnaiU^iiK^ AbOtid^^^ of 
Cinamiitatncet tn J^ai^ tor hh publkk) >and^ ipivvftt^ 
Chaf atorj i^.'- •-. '. .^5 " >>•■ b 'i.n-j :-(j( V 

Ji^ do'tved toYQS fin(ii«ly)(fa^ouE€en£ffi; i^6.'~<'lAV)Ate, 
warmly maincaineid by ^^i: Qm>U$^ikt QiH^vtf^'fby 

JdoUttin continue fach, or recant* as the Mifli^^j^ies 

•gwfcrjrhtei'MoD«y,:52i . ; :>r.v>. ^:. n v'v:j ,•> .'■." 
liSmenHtii the Mordererof hit owilSoi), - 63 .) ' - - » 
Imft^ ai ytf ry icv^ccei ooe on the y^^ittf ki <^emimp^i i y . >v 
Indefinit$^ a very confufed Terjo.inti^doedd^by clio^€tfer- 
Uftaniy 146. ;;> :. ... :' ' .'': • ./.'rv: .■•! ; - •. -."xO- 
Infan^y^v^y^tsxSMy i^ Attendant onorFuniiifneM)^ ^169. 
Quite miAaken by the' r. ^^ecawoin- 

.f^ll a«>|o tJK^ JU^ioM -bot jm^ary 

Inquifiton^ dreadful Coniequences of their MclhM of 

•i»itotedJ»Bk. 851 r. *■_ • .-'-t-T ,. ; -.; ...;•«•. \ 

Infptration^ it is Inipiety to fuppofe any Degrtf 9 tbweln, 
Ti^Si Lut%er joftly ,repBDifdiiibr hit &ato^fi iavCto- 
'iiirigkg*an ApoAle^.t^i -^i i T -.; ..r. jr.. ^ :) •'.*/ 

V ,ti '>.c':jn3ii|w^ -;ri!i !j:£(21 r:;r:') 00': ^' 

Jumf^ St.^the Apflft|« viildiciaBih^aUk2L«tfAfi^ 143:^ 

JjiaimvM' A J»sM^ detfannpd^rvby!. hi8,rBtm4a-f»Vy 

6c. Weak enough to be .ggtriBrsid ^b^ iFneftil rif^. 

idont^qin^<^4h##tf<wiri^i^ v.t^^nk.i\n\ lii ,v/av..\A^ 

JanfimfiA ^^c^Jtlwi JefuitoMiffioASyh^os (C!bin^aNrdr>to 

xhou^&iR^i&i^oi^ tb»r:5r«af^)4gu:i S«ib»p tfof ^ai>fts, 

1^. Hypocrites and Cheats .£{ir tib&fjodifnmfi^ (jf^. 

Wool^ bil [hHr fibaiie:-!^ 

Preferment neittnprim^ 

Jebuda^ excefiive< loptrtio^hcies of thr JWw#'r about 

him^f^O^fJ :iJU(qoJ ■:' :. .' > 'I '';A Of v 

JVri7/v, St. of a moft intemperate^ Spiiat,;^2^4r-i«>*ffii 
Violence agaiaft Ruffinus, ihid. Wrote a pure and 

elegant 
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elegMst Latim StyU^ mt^. ^Hi» ftfaotgeolliilr of St. 

Jemfaiim taken by P#»^» 49- ^ I>o^boywlshyL f/Aw, 

I ^ 200.^ '^T^o ^jiar/ cxp^ rid Afifto^/^o/i^ c^r. The 

i9«^ibcidMe ai. lloT^oe itihetd wAt);die iiolyUlfi^ilblies^ 

^/^, the Father of Damd, ridicdoo* 'Sieirf ^ his 
Adultery,' ifid. A vtty |>rdltgife>^PniQioe -grafted 
thercdn; -rST*. * ^-- 1 :^n , ■ 

74/«iAr abnfe caccdfively Lettnt dt Oafi^^i^zioi^^Fffr^ 
fecoted ^nwWVoarof ^pi», tJX4^ Tic^Miifottaries 
hbt alwaj^ft to biaoie^ i^ .:8ch|ietiiiicb vb^/*iii^(lly 
cenfared, ib, Prejodfced L/fwis X WU by^^tMr lOooa- 
dls, ^ ^nfietad chsdoghiaii oflvocDimiabl^^lfiMtoMfs 
in the Cosrts of Priaccg,, 79^.0 iMAte^yNir^fW,^ lefe 
three Kiiftgdoto^ j97v 8^ OnnpaKd i|r4l0B»l»^/^ 
Clergy, £414 ,:Sinui|iiiiiasDenol ekeu bpmktol Oif- 
pofition, 209; Canfed the Ruin of Den Stbaftian 
king of Portmgaiy 219. :£xccffively malicioni towards 
the Janfmifisy 230. Caufed Puffendorf\ ^excellent 

- Vook/tobe^McUbuB^-aML .: :v,-^;:V > ,y.v3-^>:>\ 

Jesus Christ, Forgeries of the Jtw4 JuamtfakK^ his 
Hiftory, 296, &r. Did not deny .Mount QerixMn to 
be the Mount of Bleifin^, 182. 

Jt^s hated by all Nations, why, 10, tsTr. Accufed 
rof^ Cmeltios: ^in /€a^r^i(»tt|^ tAool BaiiiifawiA'afinH^nv^ 2^. 
Extfcimdly, MrauetOuft, )iat^\ Said to vipi^nt.^QfCefly, 
i;5i }MiiiBBablyiJ^rrai{b4 i& \CfdQr >Ekc]tifi»}fior 
; tyveMnttKi^ s6.?^<]^igh(ito^havoifptaUacbe»F<]ilyfaiQp, 
26. Account of their ancient S«d$%\4^^^ iTbeir 
^PaecSfMefil a«$o:ih^ .^Isbtbf th rfneindiciib} i^»:soiii Par. 
/Aj^^j/ behave as good Chridians, 50. d^re^i Odorage 
of the J^t.^:^^9^^iLi ^tAfifAkEtneroAsdnovt^vas ever, 
ifi. 8ihfe)!hyutedf.tlm Reading ofl^Hl^a^rA^^n^^mings in 
(^i^{ 1 lyif.? t&QoUhrC^iclncroeanafeJtacftivy^ 170. 
Acciiie^iDf {ei^^wtiilg^/the FidltaM^ Crnelfy 

dealt .wak ^^a^^ra^s,,i±fia.^^\ f^ 
thtfis,) ii^'.dllleiHfsMtkb^I^fiiftr JUi^i^^, 292.. 
t^Sed^iH Md^CTMri^ lNMetib«ni#l»e^ibaidote^>l^ Go^, 
293. Lyes invented by them againft the^qhriilian l/^- 

7^)^, Excds thereof occafion^^ fcd^ Deaths ii8« 
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^Cf gtJ/>i|ito9'll -^JV/ -L.f;ll,f1 ,\^ .friri ll53rT smBD 

Merlin^ an Hfl^&teticfeipUfldfopb^i^ 07 l£(3ibu[di57 
^^aO^Mfi ho#«d for 'b^ /tjit ^e^m^i^ udkrin^k^tii^ 
-^5\5^v^iihyf/ 5^^::^ ,: 'MscioQ 3id }o x^'inU JB318 

hi^kfhjijlkm'mf^ »PMufi^,tbb<I»g)^ of 

Michon, Mr. his wh»|ti^cal:ieditetti»r^ii7S.v^is^V <^:>^^i\(;t^ 

^ililUfif^^W F»<Rfn(ftireiM 9oii^«as;^£Mt f«p<ifQi^io 

, Jand^ QO. Was for allowiog them all TibUrajte^ex- 

"I \<^n(ffSH^^y,»^^. te3V£T3 bos esluiH mwrQ^Hl 

9]Wft^m>/>«B# P»piflsrt«^>bc}iaiad^ahDe}8ft<i&3^,i^lb - 

4iri'2^^HD^f t®tatf ^oa|ht>Mft>t^ shitvq 6hfi)lal^£&0lirer, 

.i9^07|^7 «Smil;%iliasngei^itktOb||Kooxofisftlck» aiid^ak 

againfl them to Kings^6ao9)9)<BottfqAova^a»Ds9beir 

^^^ T#o e«ie^Yrcfloar^:>daMaM^salna^^ 

Sir Robtrt Walpolt^ /^..^^tfap^DifakttdAeHrnmfJl&vfd 
J:i}iv«hi^t^ai3^e lif ®«(dsHlbnitMailIaiUys;9Saai3 n^^^ulll 
hiiqutleis moft enormous Thieves, 64dri ,^!w\JRft^t•^i^ 

other Part, 178. ,811 ,WiA^^ 

«^)»p3a/«oililgh]ylcx)nnDaBfldb3ll4) iflrri>95Cbftr ^^W- 

vagancies blamed, 28. The German ^sx^^xencb 
"^0 x|JI^Q>^dlIiiiiiaM3^i(24a£'Ebli|f)lt^^ JS^rij^jMI/^ 

all Perfecutors, ib. Some )efuit«o^yti«AGMb9[7ctioDs, 
^i|.9rilMiMr,bwiB^pncrr <£MkMdea9*egUMi^^vq^m, 



in the good Caufe of Pei)(ftci)iiml^ ^ ^aoms ^\v^\, 
\ 
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X T!i n m X. 

Naf/u/la, heretofore Sulim,'kht Abode ef th^ SamMfiiatt^, 
182, ^ 

Narajfm rained JkrqihrihiiiemkiChmxifi^^ .x^u^vA * 
Naiio/t4, all have.,^r,ifottitsAfi^ii<^Gbofe;(QM^^ 
4»ljo^^aiteAwta,aiAijf(l baoi^Iaai svbH 2fiiq&4 ^Hj ,ni»a 

ir<^ri/, 1 1. Their Syltem of Morals admi^lftrl^ 
iU)o,jhiftiWii^AawikKkiitfr>iyiW9ifl t^ i^fMift^\ 

>HMaq)petsoauinv^Sla¥Mt^fii^hbaii.b^pi ^fif^bfpk^ely 
>) iUidi0btti£)RiMVi6oi]{ M6Bkiii7(^j^idJ^aitei#pil ifupud 

yfi«lm>^3>ii»oB ivr4^r^iAebk(«B^iis8irfi9iim4d^«np- 
J^tidr«^a&^ AiH'9iiteii41iiliclBfibDfb£alliMifteiq[3;v^ 
fhbj^ 4^p^e8.i^tti2aftpiiidaflcd«£<thi«r>i496 Jud 

10 mik f0QlamntfibyM44^ii^dtiitft««dy T^M^oift 
foDhy, !*• .oji ,2Ja5ila;otS lo agaiihW sdi lo 

iV<^//|, theft Who «u 4iaK4iiriA/<c(aA#MUK>$W&ri>. 
•itjfc^ Ad<n<niiahWaW)fi|4s8i.3i^vsl xnft*^ tp ^^^mj^j^-^ftll 

2BiirriMep„a»J0wa \l:^&(^^ ^di ao bt^-ri ^i^v eugd Vft^ft<\ 

.::^ c?Ji«l3i. 3d3 b^fftilooisb^jixjp *. 
^H ,8>s ,i«a%\v01obi5M0tfij loxio^iH zid ,^vm^>^ 
eC^iMftr^viji'iai^ m»clcoi&()aeac;d of sMiasll^UA^lfgiiinfi 

cOMiWj^^aUiiia] ofi^ateii»i^iBitii\«na»il^«^S(^^i||the* 
'^eCaJnliAip}^li-t>Miftifibiffi>le^ ^a(2>Ueeo'A^life^h|, 
'^^n^ifxi 2Bb«l^pr^a;tc4bMi8>ciiQi9BFfaiiK$hi^V»^ $Ufi^ 
Oait, I/aac, goei Kokc Jfru/aiem J 288. .W;^ ; 

Orthcdox^ thofe who are fo in one Coaotry are re^^ed 
RiHas^eiWi^ in afab«h«^l!85ao3 ^lainaH & .18 ,W^ 

Oo'//^ burlcfoucd bv Jj7oi^^^ia:9^ So yd naJJa^ all J 
^(4ir««idA3%W)^u(4 ^X^omNleJ?tfHmd#isdifeiii^^Gi^ 
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Pagans, ^iut^xsaglOOf^^ Aitn^^ . ^ 

^^»ff, theFatnfts htvc replaced biromStwAdfcarjr^ j*. 

« ' '^<fy^ ^mr^ of ^beiv Qt^t/^MnU fronr theBa^ni&ffl<ai^/, 

.. Mi FMiale ^ots, ivftead c^ Goda>MK£ Guddcliia^ tb. 
-SeattwWtttt* Abxrfe^ 5f thH^ Pniakd^ 7*J) «er&«tttcd 
'i^lhefe^tiefl'^itt[Mgi»i»^doMinaiiV apd/t^eMiedM(0og 

but aj^pfrW«t«i»t Prtiia|&»j;9«.^^ 1^^ itt*v^ 
i^ MIDf<#iiW^tO'Jpiofcetite:>otiito,c92J'^^ H^ ilieiAd- 
^ ^^ato^l^urifntlke^^ia^ inctki JUdit >of Pof e(^>i^» 
<-' V6^^&7 <SMii9 ki^Mfra^roixBanmtfiooi tbaii or 
-o!rij^rig3fc^ddtaii^«rflhdjiiG»«W,.f|rB.a>Baa /Olgcs 

of the Writings of Proteflanu, i7<p. V. ,v:- i 

F.rt«/, the miy Leg^iidlrfbW»bytk;i;'*««y^ 
/>i^^,e«^it&e&fiCal>iliiW=^J ^Hia^^eic^ ^to i^^ 
veriinf with a.^tdiiuiumkrji(^ c2A»h«pddeiit Ikitir^t* ' 

ParUamt roi^ii6A W«4ch. 

Pafcal bears very nara uu (uc «/w»«y«/^ jL/lvipe8»«3*^i*'4^** 

quite derooli(hcd the Jcfuits, 32. 

Pafquur, his Hiftory of th^ A«aid of Or/riw/, 248, Re- 

^^ni4a«f^ii:>bef i-ae :• fcwit^>aari)iili ttjiJrf)f<ivfribA\v*(^ 

a Maid, 249, Her ofe in the Frtnch M^xftet^^ A^o. 

3rii f&p;3©<i^n«jbftwicb SAinls; /i^ilo JK^Bdoc^. feiOa 

;ti:jpa»^df^areeebe8^i.i5^1<^c^«hci^lifcttQe<h^«(^J5V 

Falti itfrivieagatitwklinfireecbeSyi J^5»aiiAid^is bi|/or» 

ilnd. • "■• v'^--'- ^' ''^^!'^' ^'•'^^■ T'-^A.i'o.O 

Ptf/i«£ cfaisO^ totecQD^ b^r ordefcofdtyte Kftogrfif $wm^> 

Ptf»/, St. a Hermit, coDrirf|M;r»itii # SW|r^i:;a»^ .His 

Life written by St.7i*««f,.aA*'\Vv vd haoiOal.i.'i VvpC 
#WEr/ifc*taw*E»Hcid8ke, ictftlW by.ft'Waggoii* U4- 
0^3 Amoft 



y Google 



Peniaiimtb h the only. i!srt J^.iti»aibfo3^«d:cte^ 

»Pf 'lb f^3 r. li »i r a H I a r ji - , o t G - - ( r ^ \.;^ii\ ^:^^ ty i3^:i uWof^ 

Petmult a fecoad-race Writer, »28k^ «rjddo>! ewotTfiuIIc : 

Aen^ ttt |hcli^£mmi;c08 V Yet bekCo#d^«lpuDi^iny 
ui9&»^ wkh 9MtbMbrnehe^fii«i;Fff4t^ Mpi^OUged 

10 life their SiavetHitlU-^*^' ^'^ '*i' ^ to n3bn^^;>u 
/^^tttJRiaieriHan tUtcjUH^tsceiUbtWitorp a^'^^^f^'^ 



b'i9«Mjlii'iiulih«yt^Dei^airY^iioSi<^ £ 2& ri3ish}£?I 
Peiromusi a fine Parage from hit Writings,^ I J. i2>ifloM 

ViBoBft occ«fioo9J|rtht'^AiUbi:>M^ 41fI>.i9QI1i^ JMbtSb 
\3hfJD I^rcte4lBii4i^'43U «iD^ffif«^>oiii^^iad^\iHe«rV 

Hypocrites «^. Have invented Chimeras,.#|Klt>^Air 
,xt()^«9tfoK:>^^^ti]r^i f^^^7JMM^lilBe th«»i6<jltair 

.2Atii|h«CK lifc/i) ^^ ^oniiinl rEitJmidW .^£ j ,4^01 
#ii(9^^4moClhe.d^ fdA t«(ltte(E<Mi8 ^ckcnoMiKi^^. 
?a(X)«rf»ti^a'UtQriiadai8yAjiii;'i1rX''' ^^ ,u^;v.^^>^Xl adf . 
Pi^y^i/ have been isapi>died^)(^«h^^Dilto^M)lkai|ithe 

-%<i^. t^ibaMldiei»tftfj^/Mi//«^}57^ acHMigreai^^H^^ 
toes and as great Vices, 66. Unnatoi^U^M^ xa 

PAm//, their Manner of Growing. e:^laiw|'b)^ 4ftpG)be- 

-j^^^ir f fi^ol b^iHDO^^P ?'?T:qnnfi*/ aril '\o Jfirt.^ ,\Vi^\W^ 
|£<»>»lGMr»ri«fi Hernigckrf hilbfi^iiey^MlMl^iM^^^v'^ 

9flir'^fjMakst6fS«tyrtuiffibbi|4b»^'i9. V. ,c?'^^^ 1^^^^^ 
Phttarch, bis Accoant of a Satyr prefented^biSjiASiq^? 1 
7Ac^/fn«^si^ur8g)td,x4midr{Hgldylap^oclcd i»^|w 
/W, 156. .i»r. lo \ 

;tiior*s Jedgment} by the Fmdi 19S. The Ibmier 
5 «. . write 



y Google 



lAN.ilDaE/'Xi 

The EngU/b Comick Poets underftand the Rales tikw^ 

:^bii6(fc>^tbtMeaM'l>«aJBp^»3»^.xIao sHi d ^^^%\u\%^ 

Politicks io Engiand appear'^enon theTheati^ <i<D|P^ 
i>^^vnid«^>g0od] Ufe a£vtb8 ^^EM^oMMrflfAeii^ 
their Sabbath, 49.^^ ^M^xiDi!^ixm%f^Wf^^^ffkM 
Pried 9^ { I . , .. AOhA(B(]|^iolntke) fiirfaqokPMAkr^tki^ 
illuftrioos Robber, 64211 ,i3iuV/ djci-baoDsl & ^W-n^ 
P^« ^»Sf?SiUbbe^ivaa:to,i^^^^ 

^Q^tio^; frtooaitl^menonicWmRt^ df^'/ iill>iml6as 
Defender erf //^zw and ^/>j»7,I'ai6e'5''Ei<3 liarfj a"; a 01 ^ 

ulBklrttM an4dBorxcUL^eiriAlPontc9V>^^^'l%«[^ 

fl£llM9iidtiftjmiiB6ed^ ^i5tfplM(xb9rU :ii«(MlvM*^ir 

Pa^arch as a Diy^tylicifc 9n^bvfiHtbnPrii(flfi^iDd 

Monks,. >i8^>r:a:h'V mi :Tiofl a^i^AsSL anii s ^t^iivvcvnVa^ 

P^a^r o( idibyt the(Uieirifts»'^i^v^ ''- 

fgtfyiA'kwii s«il^^^y.»vhate. (to}9laa'cliobMltiIy, 
104, 134. Whimtical Inflance of theirx ZMfii^^c. 

the Janfenifis^ ib. T^^trrrGbr&BbsibD lifiitfCWlifibos 

Pr/^i fatal Coanfellors to Princes, zzoJti^z ^'t. ii-^iC 
Prii^<r4«anfitfeaiias to^thrs^^FjiiiMiiye^i^btiMiiiAd ]^v;i^ 

-;; JfWfts^i JjhjU an U .o5 ^.^Oi/ J£.ji:^ 2i> bns c^su) 
Probity cUeemed even amongft thofe who^iieM4tt^4iii- 

Prodi ffeSf that of the Vampires accoonted foQr l2^>iC0^r. 

bytbem, 86. J^LiiQi^fUoi£ilB>w§&«^A«liMVi(!^to 
their Clergy^ «^. ; Sadi^lDdgcanio^ liKiWritiig|>o^^^tte 

P«)|ftg(^lfi9bj:iii^'q ly-sE £.10 Muox)/". ?..<. , *^a..\.\*\ 
PiMMt b9lk/J|^idyi2fgiO;iiw/,bffeiiJ^i9jiM^ 

of ber. ^''^pi A>?.iA 
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INDEX. 

Talnufd and Alchoran pf Ihe Cab9nflt, /^. ' ' ' 
^^i^^rodeaitdferatal; 56. * ^r: o ^ 

^«rlk&,^Xriiirr. XI Y. nbjiigv^ «i. te'm jo? >hhL .Ql<^'» 

- .'c- I ^. .■ . •■•u. . , . ■;^~ 

17^/ DO better than a cunning Sc^iAcr, 65^ . ^^ 
UttkferfitUi Enemies to Rebf^tOD, 16. . c 



V^tk^ifii^ fomf extraordioarr Siorita of thtmi ^^^« 

£»iim«^d and (hpwn to be DelnfioBf^ 127. 
Vanhurgb a good Writcf of £»g/j^ Comedy, az^. 
Vapours^ Mufick ^ good Rcmcdf for them, 84. 
fWary itcettd^ the Naxarenes to the Tomb, 159^ 
/^jf^ Z^^ (if, commended, i^r^. ^ 

-^gi^i^,, poke <jfip, how he puniihed Banditti^ xii*^^ . 
P^ftifHf affable and polite, 56. ^^ . .. 

hfielfi, Jeibk and Man of Merit, 39, 30r ^^^ ^ " ^ 
VirflSlki^ rio Ndottk^ )^:riDltf ed to come: tkither^ , 79a H r 
iTii^, hisQpera of jirtaxerxts comaiended, ' So. %\ , .^ 
^>i(M^v- iiill of ioiperceptible Worms, 2. ' ''' 

Vir^tl^xt^ on the cafy Defcent to Hell, 37. Hii'H'e.. 
roei in the Etyfian Shades majeftick, 157. ") finiied^ocd^ 

Virtue every where lovcljr^ 6o« , . i 

F^UUK^ inferior 10 Catullus and to Walter y ^^^^ ' ^ ' 
ntiiun Cited ^a» to the EngHjb Tafte, ii9» 12^/ Hit- 
Ztf^ t^initbted 4nd fpoiled^ 199, H» Jad^Tnent on 
Engf^ ?pet^, lao. Has felt the La(h of tiie foall: 
Cijdcjb, 2^., . ' 

/W/^ wjiiinfic|d Accdont of them, 71^ ^i. 

^ ■ y d : .. !, W. .'.'.."'' 
Waller inferior to Catullus ^ and to La Fontaim -, but 
taperior to Voitun and Guarini, i r 3, 

Vol. IV. R /T^Z/Jo 
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INDEX. 

JFalpok, SitfRabtrt. • joft Charaaer, arc. 
Wychtrliy, an EngUfl) Po«f, criticised, 264, i^t. * ' 
migs partial when they write of Tories, 1 CA, , .^-^ 
mitaifr blames L„titr -{61 want o^'Ra^]^^St^ 
JoMUJ, 185. - o TTT 1^ • 

mcquefQrt, \d* MwviXA of Mu/ctvittCwmtf, C7. 
r""^ m. hii Glory obfcartd by hi. Watment of 

g«s 86, 6r.. Owed hi. Crown tff^ie p^fc^tion 
• of Proteftant., 87. A warn vigiram -prfBce, - .06. 
R«i.fed to the Throne by th« People, and confcixed 
■gainll when fet thereon, /*. . ^ 



Z. 



Zoeot»ra, PeojJe of that Iflind would not luar of aF«f^ 

lugtu/i Miffion, 28. 
Ztilut, hi. nnmeroD. Pofterity in aU Omntries. 228 
Zwutu • good Sfeni/b Hiftorian, Prtf. 
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BOOKS printed for W. Johnstok, 

in Ludgatc-Street. 
•1 • • ■ 

I. y;^ H RY S A ii :.pf, iiic Adrcnturef of a Guinea, 
f- Wherein are exhibited Views of fcveral ftriking 
^"^ Scenes, with coriOtls and Intereftine Anecdotes 

of the mod noted Perfions in cvciy Rank of Lifie, whofe 

Hands it pafled through, in America, England, Holland, 

.Germany, and Portugal. 

Hold the Mirror op to Nature, 

To (hew Vice its own Image, Virtue his own Likenefs, 
And the very Age and Body of the Times 
His Form and Preflnre. Shakespear^ 

Qui capic, ille faclt. 

By an Adept. The Fourth Edition, greatly inlarged and 

corrected. In 4 Vols. Price bound 1 2 s. 

II. The TRIUMVIRATE; Or, the authentic 
Memoirs of A. B. and C. 

In qutbns fuit propofiti, feiiiper a nugis 
Ad bona tranfire leria. . Unde Nefcio, 

In 2 Vols. Price bound 6 s. 

III. LONGSWORD, Earl of SALISBURY. An 
Hiftoricai Romance. In 2 Vols.^ The Second Edition, 
Price bound 6 s. 

IV. The Hiftory of JACK CONNOR, now CON- 
YERS. In 2 Vols. Price 6 s. The Second Edition 
correded. 

But not to treat my Subjed as in Jeft, 
(Yet may not Truth in laughing Guife be drefl ? 
As Mailers fondly footh the Boys to read. 
With Cakes and Sweetmeats) let us now proceed 
With graver Air, our ferioos Theme purine. 
And yet preferve our Moral full in View^ 

Francis's Horace. 

V. The CHINESE SPY ; or, Emiflary from the Court 
of Pekin, commiffioned to examine into the Prefent State 
of Europe. Tranflated from the Chinefe. In 6 Vols. 

Price 188. 3 VI. PA- 
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BOOKS printed for W. Johnston, &c. 

Vr. PM^LAi or Virt«« nhtaM. In a Serici of 

Par<}iin. j^^Publi8i^d,f0 p/d»t9^^^iv4^tlx^ Priaciples of 
Virtue and Religion in the Minds ft^ the Yqutll)i btiSoth 
Sex^si ib^Vols. The fifth Edirion; Price »2sh.- 



VHi CLARISSA; ori fhei^iAoiry.^^^ y^i^m M<Jjf a 

'" i« of J 



CQpprehen4in^ the moft inijpprtai)^ Co&cerns of private 
Life. 'In S Vols, limo. Price iL 45. 

Vrn. The Hiftory of Sir CHARLES GI^ANPI^OKi 
hi f^^erie^ iof Letter^ la 7 V^s^ i2n^o» Price 21s. 

IX. Ifftc' Adventures of GILL BLASS, 6f Santillftne. 
A ne^^Tr^fktibn. > Bf the Author of ftoderkk Random. 
In 4^fnlail\Poi;Hrt VftJ^nijet^ Jt^nip. adorned with ^% 
btaDtitiyl ^Qoppcr-Plates. The Fifth Edition. Pnce 8 s. 
bound., 

Aifother "fidWoii of Gfll Blift, oh a hi-ge Lttt^j^ In 
^V^Uyittkd. Price ti». boBtoiU 

X-.N^V Aihufcincms of tHe 6ERMAN SPA. 
Written in, French in the Vcar 176^. % J. P. de iiim- 
tfoui^, M; B; SeiM'dr FeHow of the Rbyi^ Aicademy of 
Sdentes at Montpelier. To which are ^d^^ Novels,. 
cofi^iobig< certain HiHorieSy Anecdotes, and Adventures. 
J[p 2 yQla.r r2ino< l!)ecorated with engraved yieW^ of 
Spa and its Etfvirons, comprehending the new Baildlngs 
and Improvements. Price bound in Calf 6$. 

XI. qie PATJiS of VIRTUE delineated > or, the 
Hiftory in Miniature of the celebrated Pamela,, ClarifiW 
Harlowc^ and Sir Charles Grandifon, in the Compafs of 
a Pocket Volume, neatly primed on fintf Paper* Price 
2 9. 66. "bound. Being a very pxoper f^buii fof, y^^Msg. 
Ladies and Gett'emeo. 

; Great Blcfliogs evjer wait on virtuoos Deeds, 
And^ thwgb a late, a fare Keward fucceeds. 

Ccn^REVf ^ 
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